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Just as soon As some people fail in
love they begin to imagine they can
write poetry.

A doctor says that tired feeling so
many get is hereditary. Then, so Is
the fishing fever.
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Nearly every winter the grip kills
the Iast Dnughter of the Revolution
and the oldest Mason.

Postoffice receipts and marriage 1i-
eenses ghould Indicate how much pros-
perity there Is in the country.

New York Is to have the largest res-
taurant in the world. Already it has
the largest restaurant prices.

At present Mme. Anna Gould s un.
able to think of anything In the shape
of a man that ghe cares to tle up to for
Iife.

Japan is learning that It costs a
world of money to be a world power.
Yes, we know a llttle something about
it, too.

They've locked up & New York wom-
an for beating ber husband. It's good
tn have the law come to our asslstance
once In a while, anyway.

It must have taken no little amount
of courage on the part of Mrs. Harry
K. Thaw to admit that her husband
was crazy when he married her,

Evelyn Is golug to sue for a divorce
on the ground that Harry was Insane
when he married her. There are wom-
el who would hate to set up a plea of
that kind.

It has been declded that there will b
no reductlon In the price of steel. The
man who has been holding off mny us
well buy his new razor without auy
further delay.

The New York man who thought his
enlary was too large ls now In an Iy
sane asylum. Halluelnations ke his
wlll mpever cause the overcrowding of
sanltariums, however.

1t Is pretty safe to say that If Hayt!
were governed by a grent nation which
stood ready to grant the Haytiaus solf
government when they were ready for It
there would be order In Haytl, at least
sometimes,

It Is reported that a St. Louls cler-
gyman ls working hard to prove that
the story of Jonah and the whale Is
not true. But If he succeeds, what good
will It do him? The man who spolls a
good story Is running the risk of get-
ting hlmselft disliked.

Ladles who nppear at the court of
the Duchess Hlisabeth, wife of the re-
gent of the Duchy of Brunswick, must
hereafter wear satin rather than kid
slippers, and the court chaplalns must
sbave thelr upper lips. Such are the
restrictlons to which the frequenters of
monarchical courts must submit.

A Callfornia Chinaman has develop-
ed un odorless onlon, aecording to a dis-
patch from Presvo. 1t has long been
claimed that a Chinaman invented gun-
powder, but If the report from Fresno
Is not exaggerated the new onlon may
be regarded as the supreme achivve-
ment of Chinese developers and Invent-
Ors.

Andover, Mnss,, distlnguished as an
eduentional center, has Just recelved a
legney of $000, the Income of which
shall be applied annually for an “old-
fashloned spelling mateh.” The con-
teste will be publie. The competitors
are to be between 10 and 18 years of
age. It may he that this small sum of
money wlll do more for education than
a milllon speat In research among the
bugs of Patagonln—If there are bugs In
Fatagonln,

Much has been sald about the
“ghrinking” of the globe through the
Incessant Improvements of the means
of transportution and communication.
Wonders, in truth, never cense, though
thelr frequency breeds an unsclentific
Indifference 1o them. The opening of
the New York submarine tubes was re-
celved almost as a matter of course.
The automobile races from Peking to
Paris or from New York to Parls as-
tonish no one.  The establlshment of
new ocean records recently passed un-
noticed. The new records were mude
by the “flonting skyserapers,” the Mau-
retania and Lusltanin. The former
steamslip made the run from New
York to Queenstown In 6 days and 5§
minutes; the latter reported galns
which foreshadowed an even shorter
time for “crossing.” A five-dny sched.
ule across the Atlantle Is expected to
become the regular and normal thing
for the two great vessels named. And
even that record will not long remain
unchallenged. Already there Is talk of

[a four-and-a-balt-day schedule, Buch
achievements wipe out the distance be-
tween the two worlds and rob the
ocean of [ts terror. They stimulate
travel and Intercourse, for even the
most timid, the poorest “sallors” and
the worst sufferers from seasickuess
will regard five danys on the ocenn as
a trifiing drawback to the pleasures of
sightseelng and contact with forelgn
lands and peoples, Nor are the five-
day schedules a luxury of the very
rich. Second-class nccommodnations are
now a8 comfortable ns fArst-class were
not long ago, and even the “steerage”
ueed not mean hardship, overcrowding
and neglect. The world is shrinking
and the oceans are being tamed for all
of us, rich and poor alilke. That s
why bundreds of thousands of labor-
ers are crossing and recrossiug the
Atlantic and gervant girls are taking
European vacations,

The feuds and assassinations which
for ten years have made Breathitt
county, Kentucky, the most Infamous
spot In the United States have lately
attracted new attentlon because of the
tragle death of the man to whom, more
than to any one else, the relgn of ter
ror was due, It would be hard to find,
even In a Greek play, a more dramatie
ending to a career of abhorrent crime
The man who had begome both a pollt-
lenl and a finaneclal king of his moun.
taln realm, who had debauched the eivil
Iife of his State as well as that of his
county, and who had no one knows how

wug fuaily sbut dowu la cold blood, !

his own store, by the son whom he had
allowed to grow up In untaught, unre
stralned drunken viclousness. Nothlng
stranger exlstg In the civillzation of the
United Btates than the feuds of which
that which has just ended Is typleal
The actors are of the purest Amerlcan
blood, the most unmixed lineage, of any
people In the country. They are force
ful, proud and Independent, and pos
sessed of more than ordinary natural
abllity; but they have lived In lsola:
tlon, cut off from the learning of the
schools and almost everything else
which spells progress. Constant inter
marringes have Intensified natura!
tralts and ralsed the sense of famlly
solldarity to a helght that has rarely
exlsted elsewhere except among the
Scottlsh eluns In the doys of the border
warfare. It has been the family or the
friend ngalnst the world, with the Colt
or the Winchester aa the court of last
resort. The end of these feuds s un-
doubtedly in slght, if it has not already
been reached. Even before this latest
murder, public Indignation, llke a tide
had been rising slowly and Irresistibly
in Kentucky. It had already sent te
the penltentlary for life two of the
most notorlous of the assnsslns, and
had driven others from the State. The
parricldal bullet may have been only
anticlpatory,

AUTOMOBILE WIND-SHIELD,

Readily Adjusted to Protect
Face of the Driver.
Wind shields and wenther screen.
are among the automoblle accessories
which the motorist finds are absolutely
essentinl to com
fort and pleasurs
In riding, A resl
dent of Scotland
Eng., has therefore
carefully  studled
the requirements
and deslgned the
one shown here
having had it re
cently patentad, 1|
Is formed of twe
sections. The lowe
sectlon la constriucted In comblnation
with the dash or front of the vehlcle
extending Inwardly to a level near thaf
of the steering wheel. Extending ver
tleally from the lower sectlon iu froni
of the driver's face Is the top por
tlon, which conslsts of a frame sup
porting a plece of window glass. The
upper section Is  adjustable, belng
hinged to the lower section, nnd enn be
swung In position or allowed to drop
a8 desired. Unlike the majority of
such shields, no glass Is employed in
the lower section. The advantage of
this wlll be obvlous.

Plensant Rellef,

“Your hushand scemed to be In a
very good humor this morning when be
left the house,” remurked Mrs, Naybot.

“Did be?” Inquired Mrs. Spenders.,

“Yes; I couldn't help wondering wha
It was——"

“I'shaw! 1 know! I forgot to asi
him for any money."—Phlladelphis
P'ress.

Sk

WIND SHIELD,

A Pleasure Foregone,

“"Have you studled political econs
my ™"

“No, sir,” answered Senator Sor
ghum. “I"d 1lke to, but I'm afrald my
constituents would think 1 was amuys
Ing myself reading books lnstead of hs
tling for pensions and appropriations.”
—Washington Star.

No matter how wrong m man may
be, If you Jump him be always has o
come-back.

The man who pays his coal billg ab
ways has money to burn.

many asassinations to his discredit|

THE GREAT TOBACCD
WAR N KENTUCKY

Revolt of Farmers in the
Grass State Against the
Tobacco. Trust.

Blue

HAD MANY TRAGIC FEATURES.

How the Fight Was Forced on the

Growers—Night Riding and
Its Crimes,

Kentucky Is the tobncco State, While
she produces hemp, wheat, corn, horses,
hogs and eattle In abundance and with
profit, tobacco ls her great cash erop.
Of the 110 countles (mountaln, blue
grass and Western) there are few |If
any whieh do not consider the plant n
staple, It is the crop which costs the
most to produce, calls for the greatest
amount of labor, most rapldly debili-
tates the soll nnd, under normal condi-
tlons, brings the greatest returns,

Kentucky may be divided Into fonr
large districts. with four separate and
distinet types of tobaceo, none compet-
Ing with the others. In the extreme
western part of the State ls the dark
tobacco district (which Includes ahout
twenty counties in Kentucky and ten in
Tennessee). There the growers are or-
ganlzed into what Is known as the
Planters' Protectlve Assoclation, with
headquarters at Guthrle, The tobacen
grown In this district hos a very large,
almost bluck leaf, While some of It is
used In domestle manufacture the bulk
of the crop I8 exported to England.

Then comes the stemnilng dlstrict of
seven or elght countles, so ecalled be-
cause the stem Is removed from the lenf
before marketing, Nearly the entire
crop I8 exported to England, France
and Italy.

The Green River sectlon Includes slx
or seven countles and produces n to-
bacco midway between the dark tobne
so and the white burley. It 1s used In
both the domestic and export trade,

were hammered down and farther
down until the dark tobacco was bring-
ing 8 cents and the white burley 6
cents, BSuch a reduction meant ruln
for the farmers, The actual cost of
production, reckoning & man's labor at
$1 per day and a team's services at 50
cents, would be just ubout this figure.
There was no allowance for the terri-
ble draln upon the land itself, for the
fact that In the rush seasous the farm-

|ers were forced to hire extra help at

$1.20 to $2 per day, or for the fact
that the work [s the bhardest and most
exacting of all farm labor, and that
much of it must be done in the most
Inclement season,

The producers had nothing to say as
to the price.
and it wns a case of take It or leave It
alone. The farmers were rapidly belug
reduced from an [udependent and pros-
perous condition to one of almost servi-
tude and with actual want staring
them In the face,

Finally the dark tobaceco growers or-
ganized ns the Planters’ Protective As-
sociation and pooled their tobacco.
They held out for two years before sgell-
ing & pound. Then the raw material
in the market became exhausted and
the trust was forced to come and buy
at the pool price of 9 cents Instead of
I1ts own price of 8 cents. These organ-
ized producers and the American To-
bueco Company are now working un-
der a falrly harmonious agreement and
have heen for two years.

With this splendid example of the
power of unlon before them the op.
pressed and individually helpless farm-
ers of the great white burley disicicl
in November, 1008, organized as the
Kentucky Unlon of the Soclety of
Equity. Each member agreed to pool
his crop with the others and to sell
only through the officers of the organl-
witlon. Warehouses were purchased or
erected In various places. The pooled
tobneco was elther brought to these
wnrehouses or stored In the producers'
barns. At Winchester samples of all
nooled tobacco were kept and the Equi-
ty farmers demanded that the pur-
chaser, Instend of going to the farmers
or having the farmers come to him,
should purchase by snmple of the Equl-
ty officer. At the beglnning the Equity
people, when the Trust price was 6 or
6% cents, made out a price list which
would make the average price on all
grades of an average crop 15 cents,
some: higher and some lower,

PROCESSION OF NIGHT

RIDERS IN KENTUCKY.

By far the largest district Is that
| where white burley Is grown. Thig In-
cludes from forty-two to fifty-five coun-
tles and, roughly speaking, embraces ull
of the Btate enst of Loulsville, Mays-
( ¥llle and Mt, Sterling. Two counties in
{ Indlann and three in Ohio also produce
‘whlte burley tobacco. This pecullar
grade can be grown nowhere else In the
world. It Is used almost entirely In
domestic trade and from It the very
highest type of plug chewlng tobacco is
made,
| The tobacco producers of the stem-
ming, Green River and white burley
districts are very generally orgunized
under the Kentucky Unlon of the
‘ Ameriean Bociety of Equity,

The American SBoclety of Equity Is a
national orgnnization of farmers. 1ts
ohjects are the lmprovement of meth-
ods of agriculture, the Introduction of
new and lmproved seeds, social inter-
course, and, more than all else, the se-
curlng of fair and equitable prices for
farm products, In many respects It Is
to the farmer what the trades unlon is
to the craftsman,
| The Amerlean Tobaceo Company,
otherwise known as the Tohneco Trust,
I8 an organization of eapltal which well
nigh controls the manufacture of to-
baceo In this country, which Is graduo-
ally Invading the retall clgar and to-
baceo  trade, and whieh has such
strength and such extensive ramifica-

| Homs that 1t dictates the price of raw
waterinl to'the grower.

8o much for the fundamentals of a
condition which has produced the pres-
ent tobacco war In Kentucky.

When the tobacco market was an
open one——that i, when there was op-
position among the bidders for the raw
lenf—the price of white burley was
about 15 cents per pound, and of the

{dark tobacco nbout 8 or 9 cents. Then
ceame the Tobacco Trust. Oppogition In
lhlur"-- =sa glimloated and prices

Of course, by no means all of the
ETowers came Into the pool. Many re-
fused and continued to sell to the trust
at the best prices obtalnable. But,
owling to the pooled and stored tobacco
making a scarcity In the ‘market, the
trust wus forced to ralse its price from
6 to 1034 cents and 13 cents. This was
Lighly satisfactory to the non-Equity
growers, They were loud in thelr
praises of the organlzation which had
increased the prices, but they neverthe-
less preferred to take advaotage of the
situation without joining in the strug-
gle or making any of the sacrifices,

The Soclety of Equity kept hard at
work and daily added new recrults to
Its ranks, so that a much larger pro-
portion of the crop of 1007 was pooled.
The annual erop In the white burley
district Is from 180,000,000 to 140~
000,000 pounds, Of the crop of 1906
the Equity hns now on hand about
0,000,000 and of the crop of 1907
about 110,000,000 pounds. Practically
all the non-pooled tobncco has  heen
sold.  Within the past few weeks the

The trust made its offer |

trust has come rorward and bougnt
1,000,000 pounds of pooled tobacco at
Equity prices and the {ndependent
wanufacturers are buying a littla

With about 160000000 pounds ot
burley tobacco pooled, the Equity
growers decided that it would be inad-
visable to Inecrease the store untll the
trust was foreed, from lack of other
supply, to purchase what Is already In
hand. Their slogan became “No tobae-
to crop for 1908," and It Is the afort
to enforce this mandate upon [ts mem-
hers and ppon other growers which has
resulted in the night riding which has
attrocted g0 much attentlon.

The Equlty ownpers recognize the
handship which would be Incurred by
cutting out the crop of 1008, but they
agree that It Is better Lo receive 15
cents a pound for two yeuars' crop than
to be forced to accept about 6 cents
for three years' crops, Meantime they
wonld turn their attention to other
crops and, best of all, give their lands
o rest,

The sympathy of the grent mass ov
the people Is with the farmers In thelr
effort to force the trust to pay & rea-
sonable and remunerative price for to-
bacco. Defeat means starvation prices
and continued searcity of money. Vie-
tory means prosperity for grower and
merchant allke, For this reason the
merchants are straining every resource
to carry their tobneco growing custom-
ers on thelr books and the farmers are
cutting expenditures to the lowest pos-
sible limit. It Is a struggle in which
practieally all of Kentucky has a vital
lnterest. Everywhere one goes he hears
word of conunendallon for the Bguity:
the only condemnation is for the ex-
cesses to which the night riders have
gone,

But there Is an excuse for the nighy
ridera. Thelr mildest action (a, of
course, fllegal, but it Is undetstand-
able. The law I8 slow. In every com-
munity in which there I8 a great strug-
gle for betterment, with consequent de-
privation and sacrifice, there are alk
ways those whose cupidity prompts
them to take advantage of the sitna-
tlon and reap a personal benefit, even
at the cost of alding the common ene
my. These Individuals, though strict
Iy within their legal rights, are neces
sarily not popular with thelr neigh-
bors, and to an extent these nelghbors
are excusable when, persunsion failing,
an appeal I8 made to coerclon. There
Is the law of the statute books; there
Is also the law of the community., In
fraction of the one muy be punished In
the courts; deflunce of the other is
more difficult of correctlon.

So long as the night riders confinsg
themselves to the raking of tohacco
beds there was little eritlelsm. When
valuable warehouses were burned there
wias o general expression of Indigna-
tlon and condemnation. When murder
was resorfed to the manhood and de-
cency of Kentucky were roused to a
height which demanded that al] night
riding must cense and that the erimi-
nals who bad gone to such terrible ex-
cesses must be discovered and pune
Ished.

It Is not difficult to account for night
riding in Its inciplency, And from thie
basis perhaps it Is easy to understand
how irrgsponsible, dare-devil young
men, prompted by a love of rough ad-
venture and occasionally by personal
gpite, took advantage of conditions te
commit excesses and outrages,

Accompanying the night riding whiok
has been such an unfortunate featnre
of the tobacco producers' fight aguinst
the trust there has been more than ons
tragedy, but the one which attracted
the most attentlon and ecreated the
greatest Indignation was the killing of
Hirnm Hedges by some member of @
masked mob,

Hedges was a hard-working, hones,
man for whom It has been a long strug-
gle to support hig numerons family, He
was a man of decent morals, was connt-
ed 1 good nelghbor and was not known
to have had an enemy. Like all farm-
erg in his part of the State, lie wius »
tobaceo grower, but ln a small wiy. In
his immediate neighborhod there haa
been very little organizing among the
farmers and he was not an Equity man,

One night he was visited by a mob of
about seventy-five men, called to the
door, necused of planting tobaceo, and
in the presence of his famlly was rig
dled with shot,

Ocenslonally a detective tries to dls

guise his breath with a clove,
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