By Austyn

The Roupell Mystery’
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CHAPTER [Il.—(Continued.

The prefeet appronched the bed and
gozed with much earnestness upon the
body. Around the neck, a pearl nocklnes
of considerable valug yet depended, und
on her fingers rich gems still sparkled
in their golden settings,

"Come here, Monxieur Revell," he safd,
quietly to the mayor, in that bhushed voles
which even men acoustomed 1o such
scenes involuntarlly adopt in the pres.
ence of the dead. The mayor of Ville
neuve appronched the bedside, and gazed
for some moments on the features of the
murdered womuan,

"Do you noties the direction of the byl
let " inguired ‘the prefect, poluting with
his finger,

“I do. It appears to have entered the
frant of the head, considerably above the
temple.”

“Just so; but you will notice that its
coitrse I8 downward."”

“What does that indicats 1o you?" fm
quired the magistrate,

“"Uome with me, and [ will show you,”
replied the officer. He led the war ACrDs
the room, and stood before the ‘-a:'hlt--i'.'»‘
“You say nothivg haa heen  disturh
here."”

“Positlvely nothing.”

“Then notice how this chair hus twen
tipped over. Now let me place another
chnlr in the position it occupiml. Su!
SOW sib down in i You are @iler o
Madame Houpell, but you' may linva no-
ticed that women a8 a general thing sit
higher than men

"1 bave woticed that"”

*Therelors wlhen You weres both seated
there would not be so very tuch differ-
ence between the height of your head
from the ground aond that of Madime
RHonpell.”

"Nol It would be approximately the
same"

“Exnetly s, Now | am going to point
my piktol at your head.”

The prefect pressed the muzzle of his
wenpon aghinst the maglstrute’s temple
In the spot corresponding 1o the wound
on the hiead of Mme. Houpnll, M. Bevell
clinnged color slightly as he felt the rolil
rim of the pisiol against his forehead,
but he sat still,

“You may make thin sxperiment as
short as you please, monsieur le profect,”
he exclnimed, with a feeble attempt at
pleasantry,

“It s concluded.,” peplisd the officer,
putting up his pistal.  “If 1 had fired

then my bullet would have describsd pre- |

cisely the same coursa as the bullet of
the asenssin has done,”

“Through wmy brain,” replled the mag-
Istrate, not without a momentary shud-
der. *Which convinces you——*

“That Madime Roupell was at the
escretolre when shie was  killed. She
must have heen seated: or how could the
courss of the bullet have been down-
ward?"

The mayor's admirntion for M, Le
blanche increased every moment, Though
they were alone in the room, the prefect
dropped his voica to a whisper, and ook
M, Revell on one side close to the win-
dow when he asked the next few ques-
tions :

“You are well aequninted, 1 suppose,
with the Roupdl family "

*“Yes, I may say | am. We exchange
visits, My wife and daughters frequent-
Iy walked and rode with the young Indles
here, In fact, | may say that we have
been quite friendly.”

M. Lablanche put the next question in
an apparently cnreless manner,

“And the young ladies? There was
nothing between either of them and this
young man?¥"

“Nothing that 1 know of. He was sim-
ply n friend of the family.”

“Has he not been partienlarly ntten-
tive to one of the youny ladies?”

“1 do not think o, and especially not
of late. People here seem to think rath-
er that he has been entirely eclipsad by
Monsieur Chabot, who, it appears, stood
very well with them. [ know the gen-
tleman was quite attentive.”

“And to whom were those attentions di-
rected, Mademolselle Harriet or Mademoi-
selle Emily?"

“I“could not really say. There was Ht-
tle to choose between them. Both, as
you have seen, are charming, and both,
as I have told you, are the acknowledged
heiresses of Madame Houpell."

It was M. Lablanche's rurn to be as-
tonished,

“Her acknowledged heiresses ! he ex-
claimed, “Why, you never told me
that."

“Did I not?" answered the mayer.

“Well, it is the fact, all the same,  But |

you were nbout to sy something”

“Not at all” replies M. Lablunche, 1
was only thinking.” and he sufferal lis
fantures to relapse into their nocesiomed
expression of fmmobllity, “Thank yoo:
thnt ix all I wish to know, munsieur Je
maire.  If yon will now o duwnsairs
and prepare your report for the tribumil,
I will join you in a few minutes, when |
have concluded my Investigation<”

The mayor bowed to the prefect nnd
left the apartment.

CHAPTER IV,

Victor Lablanche owed his unprece-
dented success largely to the fact that he
never permitted anybody to share his
discoverles in the field of crime. If
ever he found out anything remarkable,
he never suffered the slightest hint of it
to cross his lipg. He reserved It for a
grand coup when the crisis of the case
should be reached. And these surprises,
which Invariably enhanced his reputation
a8 & ghrewd officer, were generally ef-
feoted thregh the exerclse of the most

starihing investigntions of the loeality
where 0 erimp had been committed, .\':J
sooner hnd the door clpsad than the whole
demeanar of the prefect underwent an en-
tire change. From the stald, uncencerned
roflﬁr inl, quistly engaged in the perfunctory
discharge of a duty, he hecame imme-
li‘.lllt‘]j' trapsformed into an eager enthu-
slnst,

But whatever success might have nt-
tended Lis offorts ju previous cases, in
this one the worthy officer was doomed
10 meet with nothing but disappolotment,
But oue single ray [lumined his dark-
ened horizon of hope, 1n making o care-
ful survey of all the rooms on that floor
of the chateny, he discovered that o
| beds had not been slept in. Evidently
Misa Hirrlst Weldon and M, Chabot had
not retired, and they were the only two
persona in the chateny except Mme. Rou-
pell hersalf who had not done so,

“1 will pssumea for the purpose of nr-
gument that M: Jules Chabot is gullty,”
Ihr- began, quietly tallking to himself, as

il he wera monie gecond party. “Let me

| first see whether there is a sufficlent mo-

« | tive for him to liave committed this crime

which young Van Lith so strentously de-
| mies, o "the first place, who knows
| knything about Monsieur Chabot? I do
not. and the mayor does wot, for 1 have
neked bim, Assume him to be a fortune
hunter simply, and the motive grows
strotger,  But why i Is L because
Is paying attention ro the Mademoise]les
Weldon* Not entively; but because ns
lotig as Mndume Roupell 1s nlive, the
Mudemoiselles Weldon do not suecesad to
her fortune? Monsleur (thabot may have
killed Madame Roupell in order to se
ctire to himself the fortune he was after,
Anid he may have contrived to throw sus-
ploion upon Monsienr Van Lith, not only
for the purpose of diverting suspicion
from himself, but in order to rid himself
of o very dangerons rival. But why a
dangerousrival, when thers are two young
| ladies, und Monsleur Van Lith eannot
marry both? Because there must be some
provision in Madame Roupell's will by
which the first of her nleces marrying
will have the larger share of the estite,
And if such provision exists, It 18 not un-
likely that a sharp, shrewd fellow like
this Chabot would bave mnade himself
mnster of ité contents, for he Is an inti-
mute friend of the family; and his rela-
tions must be almost confidentinl, This
is 0 merae theory, of course,” concluded
the protect to himself; “but in pursuance
of It, let us see how Monsieur Chabot
spent the hour which elapsed between his
retiring and the time of the murder."

He again entered the chamber which
had been oceupled by Chabot, and with
his new theory thus in his mind looked
around bhim, He now sought to make
ench trifling Incident reflect wome suspi-
clon agtinst the late occupant of the
chamber, He examined the bed eclothes
with greater care this time. It was evi-
dent that Chabot hud not even lain
down outside of them, He looked under
the bedstead even, hut espying nothing
but a bootjack, directed his attention
next to the toilette table. He was about
to despair, when his eye fell upon a small
black object, mot over a quarter of an
ineh in length. 1le picked jt up, and
found it was the broken point of o lead
pencil, M. Chabot had evidently passed
the tlme in writing. The guestion was,
how inuch of the time?

According to the mayor's written notes
of his examination of the inmates of the
chatenu, an hour had certainly elapsed
petween the time of Mme. Roupell's re-
tiring @nd the sound of the pistol shot.
At what preclse perlod of that interval
had the peneil point been broken¥ ‘The
pecident to the penell had not oocurrpd
at the time of the firing of the shot,
for if it had been eaused by reason of the
writer's starting with surprise, he wounld
pot, npturally have taken time to put
awny his writing materinls befors going
to ascertiin the cause of the noise. e
must therefore have been thus employed
for only n portion of the interval, The
question now uppermost in Vietor La-
blanche's mind was: How did Jules Cls-
bot consume the rest of his time? 1If he
should fufl to properly nceonnt for the
whaole liour, there would be strong reasons
for holding him in custody,

Having revolved tliese matters in his
mind, the prefect of police arose from
the enay chalr into which le lad thrown
himeelf and approached the door lending
from Jules Chabot's room to the cham-
Loy of Mme. Roupell, OFf conrse it was
fostoned, ns by ngnin referving to thie
mindor's notes it franspited thar Jules
Chabot had eptersd the chnmber by an
| gther way.  Amost mechanieally he solz-

| sal the handle and tarned i, The door

|'\;u ulocked, When Le bd mivde these

r'[:dl'll\'l'l't".‘-\- e descended  with a Hgstitor

{part than hie wonld atherwise hove i, |
| Muel would depund upon the evidenee to |
i edielted by himsell and e tostiniony

1o e tnken belode (ke Judge of fnstruces

tion,

I strolled ont o the terenee to com-
plote his officla! fnspection of the prem-
ises. Lo commented his examination at
the back of the ehnteau. e went into
all the outhouses ; he viaited the servants'
offices—even the collars and dairy. Then
he emerged agnin into the open air and
inspected  the windows  and  searched
among the flower beds benenth them for
the prints of feet, Nothing, however, re-
warded this careful serutiny, untll eross-
ing the lawn he went through an anclent
jvy-covered archway and gnined the front
of the building. Then his quick eye de-
tected that a shrub had been brushed
aside, and stooping on the graveled walk,
he discovered that a weed bhad been crush-
od beneath a heavy foot. A little further

on he found further signs, aml a little
lntergtood looking down upen a footprint
in the soft mold.

Following these footprints, he found
they led directly bencath the window of
the chamber ocenpiod by Harriet Weldon.
This puzzled him, e was nonplossed
for the moment, when he noticed that
the viies on the lattice seemed lately to
haye been disturbed. There wos another
window below Miss Weldon's within easy
reach, ITe pat up his hand, and it swung
open, Looking in he saw that it alforded
access to o small peotry, and the door of
the room wns njar. He took a rule from
his pocket, and earefully mensured the
footprints. Then, after ruminating for a
few moments, he quickly reecntered the
house.

“That {s an American boot hesl, If eyer
I saw one In my life,” muttersd the pre-
fect. *“I"ie open door and the footprints !
I wonder which of those men did it, for
it lies between the two. And just at
present the odds are ngainst the Amari-
cnn.  Yet, still, something tells me Mon-
sieur Jules Chabot will bear watehing.”

CHAPTER V.

The village of Villeneuve was within
the jurisdiction of the tribunal of the
department of the Seine. The judge of
instruction of this department was a man
of unusual ability, In addition to pos
sessing & profound knowledge of the lnw,
M. Joxeph Bertrand wus n desp and
interested student of human ngture. Of
all the casea which during his term of
office bad come before him, none, per-
haps, had axeited such widespread ntten-
tlon as this mysterious murder of the
unfortunate Mme, Roupell. The horri-
ble nature of the crime, the leartlessness
of the nssassln, and the age and rank
of his victtm, nll tended to invest the
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E X ! interont

At ten o'clock precisely M. Rertrand
took his senr. The dingram which La-
blanche, the prefect of polive, had pre-
parerd, the notes of the mayor's examina-
tion and those of the justice of the peace,
Iny on the desk before him, There, too,
Iny the pistol found on the floor of Mme.
Roupell's chamber. In nn adjoining
chamber were gutliered the witnesses who
were prepured to testifly lo the case,

“You may bring in the prisoner," gaild
M. Bertrand, when all was in readiness;
and Charles Van Lith was led in.

The judge of instruetion eved him kesn-
ly. Hia face was of o deathly pallor:
his eyes werp hollow and sunken. Alto-
gether, he appeared to disadvantnge, and
he wns conscious that he did so. Hia
youth, however, and the fearless manner
in which he glanced arovwnd him, did not
fail to lmpress M. Bertrand faverably.
Notwithstanding his official habit of stern-
vesy, the Judge of Instruction wias pos-
sepsed of mony humane gualities. It was
with a volce, therefore, ruther mild and
encouraging than harsh, that he address-
ed the young man before him,

“1 wish, mounsleur,” he said, “ro afford
you every opportunity of clearing your-
self. Now state, as briefly as possible,
for there are many withesses to be exam-
ined. how you came to he in the chateau
Villeneuve last night, 1 see by the report
of the prefect that you have refused rto
explain that point.  Perhinps you had
good reasons for your silence then; but
you can have none now, here hefore me.
How did you happen to be in the chateau,
I repeat, at the time this crime was com-
mitted, and even in Madame Roupell's
chamber 7'

A fenrful stroggle was toking place In
the breast of the Ameriean. To stata
the true renson of his presence In the
chamber would be to forever compromise
Harrlet Weldon, and yet It wnaa the only
course which could possibly clear him,
The same sense of honor, however, which
had bound him te silence when Interro-
gated by the prefect of police, opernted
to close his lips before the judge of In-
struction. So, instend of flatly refusing
to give the desired information, he sought
to modify the bad effect of his refusal by
gaying:

"I ennnot answer the question—nas yet,
monsieur. [t may appear nn easy one to

which to reply; but 1 ask you to believe |

that at present there s an insurmount-
able ohstacle to my doing so.”

An expression of vexation seemed to
pass aver the face of the judge. Ile had
been  favorably predisposed toward the
prisoner, and would have liked to see him
go free,

“I warn you that your perslstent re-
fusal to answer is liahle to be construed
as evidence of guilt. Would the explana-
tlon you decline to give Involve the party
guilty of the erime—perhnps some friend
of yours whom you desire to screen?"

Van Lith hesitated but o moment, and
then, to the evident surprise of M, Ber-
trand, replied:

“It would not."”

“Would the explanation you refuse to
glve clear yout"

Apnin, to M, Pertrand's growing as-
tonikhment, the young Amerlcan replied :
“1 don’t think It would
(To be convinued.)

MThe VIilinge Pest.

“Well, s owng, old man. I must
anenk. IHere omes Tompkios, and he
always persists In telilog we s trog-
1] [

e Beaves me g ngilost i

“In what way ¥

“He nlways tells me his Jokes'—
Milwaukee Sentinel.

Thé Counters:gn,

Time, 11 p. m.: Private Brown (on
bridge guard for first time)—Ha'alt!
'Oo-goes-thur?

Country woman (returning late from
market ) —There, there, my dear, don't
'ee be afrald, 'tls only me.—Ally 8lo-
per's Hulf Hollday,

S0 There,
A little fellow of 8 years was asked
by a gentleman how old he was
“I'm not old!” he exclalmed Indig-
mantlyj “I'm almost new,”

An nmusing Instance of Ignoranece ot
the properties of eurbld of enlelnm o
curred recently on & quay at Alglers.
Flve tons of carbld had been pircsd
near a quantity of Inflammable ma-
terinl, which suddenly caught fire,
The flremen, Instead of removing the
boxes of carbld with hooks, smashed
them, and then turned water upon the
contents, 7The result was a great de-
velopment of acetylene gas and a de-
structive fire which might have been
prevented by a lttle practical knowl
edge of chemistry,

Nowlithetanding the success of the
efforts recently made to ohtaln nitro-
gen direct from the alr for fectilizing
purposes, the dlscovesy of new nitrate
heds continues to be & matter of the
greatest lmportance to agriculture. The
Geological Survey is now Investignting
anltrate deposits In San Bernardine
County. Callfornia, which nre sald to
resemble those of Chile, They cover
about 37000 acres, and It 18 estimated
that they contialn us much as 22,000,
000 tons of fertlilzers.

A sectlon of steel pavement hns re
cently been Iald in the Rue 8t Martin,
Parts, to tost s usefulness, The steel
blocks fire nearly seven Inches long and
an fnch and o third thick, and  ore
ridged on Loth sldes. They are Infd in
cement so thint the tops of the ridges
Just resich the surface, The rldges nre
g0 close together that a horse's shoe
covers ot lenst three ranges of them,
At 18 Delleved that such o pavement
will prove superior to asphalt in belng
less slippery, and more durable than
n pavement of wooden blocks.

An investigntion of the maximom
glnctutlon of the Soerea Nevada 18 he-
Ing made by Willard D, Johnson, geol-
neist, of the United States Geologleal
sSurvey, who will thig year eomplete a
study along the full lengih of the east
tank of the range, Ineliding a border-
Ing zone of the Basin ringes, and will
ilso make a reconnalssunee In Carson
Valley at the extreme porthern end of
the ITlgh Rlerras, The problems Ine
volyedd are of great sclentific Interest,
and considerable field work In adidition
to that of the present season will be
requlred for thelr complete solution,

Of the common European langunges
{English 1s the most widely spoken at
the présent time, and seéms to be In-

vjerensing in popularity more  raphdly
| than any of the others, In 1880 dbout

!21.1.!("!1‘”11" people spoke Engllsh, and in

1900 about 120,000,000, says MeCall's

| Magazine, In the same laterval of time

the number gpenking Russinn inereased
from 31,000,000 to S0000,000, French

o from 31,430,000 ta S3000000, German

from. S0.000,000,000 ta 80,000,000, Tinl-

[ Spanish from 20,000,000 to 45,000,000,
und Portuguese from T450,000 to 13,
(00, (0.

The welght of the alr has often been
tested by compressing It In receptacles
by the alr pumps, says Idenl DPower.
That 1t really has welght when so com-
pressed Is shown by the fact that the
welght of the vessels s Inereased
gllghtly by flling them with compressed
alr, and that such vessels become spe-
elfically “lghter” as soon ns the alr
eontuined In them Is exhausted.  Many
elnborate exporiments o the welght
of alr have proved that the eoble foot
welghs GG gralns, or gomething less
than 1% ounces. The above experl-
ment on the welght of alr Is supposed
to be made at the surface of the enrth,
with the tempernture at 50 degrees
Fahrenhelt. Heated ale or ale at high
slevations Is much lighter.

Tepee Hitlguelte,

tepee,” sald John 11 Spger, “remembar
they have roles of etlquette that are
more tigidly adhered to thaa in our
parlors,

“Do not think they are not ams:tlve,
for they are more go than toe Jups,
If you make fun of his layout tha
whole famlly will remember the inialt
for o Nfetlme,

“The seat of honor 18 Just opposite
the door, across the fire pit.  Walt
untl] yon nre lovited before you thke
thnt sont.

I yvou go bolttng Into an Idlan's

“If you should ever go Into an Indlaa |

EAERLY DAY FLANK ROAD

When the Rallronds Came This Mis-
souri Highwny Was Abandoned
“This tulk alout a Wighway dcross

the State recalls to mind a stianilar en-

Hrprise prosecated o the interior of
the State ln the sienmboat days” suys
the Konsas Clty Star,  “It was 8 twen-
ty-fivemlle plank highway Dbetween
Glasgow and “MTuntsville,” recently re-
warked Milton C, Tracy of Macon, Mo,
whose father was lonterested ln the road
and who used to live in Huntsville

“The rond betweesn Huntsville and
Glnsgow was a succession of clay hills
the greater part of the way and In
nuddy weather the Christian religion
mude scant headway In those parts
We didn't know It then, but we do
now, that those anathematized red hills
Were a blessing to Mlissourl, for they
servid to develop the Jargest and
strongest mules In the world and their
big-boned descendants are now moving
more merchandise than the stenm cars,

“Glasgow was the distributing point
for up-the-country merchandise. A doz-
en hack llnes run out from there, the
mnin one of which journeyed to Hunis-
ville, The traffic over those molusses
candy hills, became so grent and was
attended by so muny dliiflealties that
something hod to be done, Various
kinds of road materlal were discussed
and timber declded upon because It
was plentiful and most of the ploneers
were skillad In Its use, 1he hills were
cut through and the bottoms ralsed so
the roadaway was falrly level, Onk
plank, twenty feet long, two Inches
thick and elghtesn lovies wide weld
nalled on heavy stringers, lnhd closs to-
gether, There were five tolleites, with
a tarlff rate of g cent a head for stock,
O eents for a man on horseback and 10
vents If he traveled In a velilele. A
footmpn pold the same as otber oni
mals—1 cent.

“There wies o keeper ot each tollgnte,
nud his Job with the road company, to-
gethor with o cottige and gnrden do-
natesl for Lis use, made him o falr
Heing,  His rake-oft on the tolls wos
20 per cent.

[ “Work on the plank road was bogun
I April, 1858, aml the Inst splke wns
driven In October, 1854 1t was a glgan-
the enterprise for thnt doy nnd the puso-
ple thought it solved the transportation
problem for all thme, They didn’t dream
that within four or five years steam en-
ghnes  would e eavorting  arooamd  In
those parts and that the bulk of hosl-
ness woull sweep by regariless of the
river.

“At Huntsville the arrival of the first
conch on the new road was mnde o gen-
ern]l hollday by ofielnl  proclsmation.
The schools were dismissed and but -
tle of auything was done untll the
mill ecoaely got ine 1 was nmong the
crowd of youngsters  thoat  gathered
nronmd In adinlration too  deep  for
wuris, !

“Phe Glasgow and Huntsville Rond
Company was o duly Incorporated con-

> ' . |
Ian - from 15000000 to 33000000, | ey gl ind Ity ofeers Juat lke o

radleond compuny.  Willinm Smith, who
(s et Hylng at Moberly, ran the stage
Jine, A eoneh left Glasgow nnd Hunts-
ville noout the saime thne each worning,
furnlzhing dally mall eneh way. Ancil
Bros, operated large frelght vans and
!dlll o liealthy business, ‘The lite W.
I, (Bob) Samuel of ITuntsville was
wecretury for the romd, an important
pasition wlileh pald gilte well during
Uthie days of the road’s netlvity,
LRonnoke, In Howard county, was the
.I'h"“"""' town between the terninnls, It
grew up uto quite o place daring the
plank  rond's  prosperity  and many
atores were operated there,  But by and
by the rallronds eame, the old road wos
torn up for frewoml and Roanoke was
waroomsd far back In the eountry,
swelllng o long st of onee good towns
that have become lost or forgotten.'

The Ounly Thing Left,

A Kunsas Clty mun recently wrote to
A Inwyer o another town of the State
nsking for Information touching the
standing of s person thege who hnd
owed the Kansas Clyy Individual a con-
slderable dum of money for o long time.

“What property hus he that 1 conld
attach? wus one of the questions
sk,

The lawyer's reply was to the polnt.
e person to whom yon refer,” he
wrote, “died n year ago. e hasg left
nothing subject to attnchment except o
wldow."”

What Did He Seet
The professor of English In one of

tepee nnd rash over and take this va-
rant sent he may not take you' by the
pape of the neck and throw you out,
tut he would ke to If he thought It
conld be done without cutting off Lis
ratlons

“In lenving the tepee never pnss be-
tween any one and the fire. An old
chivalele warelor will erawl around the
glde of the tent and kick a hole In the
iwnll on the north side In a blizgard
before he would violate this rule of
'etlquette and pass between hls guests
inur.l the smoking embers."—Arapahoo

A woman can never understand why
eallers Invarlably drop In when she
lsn't dressed to receive them.

ot Western eolloges  was noted for
Lelng very alsentaninded, 1t wis his
custony (o enll the roll ench wornlng
hefore the lectare,  One wornlng, nfier
enlling 0 name to which there was no
response, he looked up, awd, peering
over hig spectacles, he asked, sharply :

“Who s the absent boy In the vacant
chnle I see before mo¥*

The Old-Fashioned Kind,
“Are there any talking machines In
this flat?"
“Six of them. Four marrled and two
pingle."—Detrolt Free Pross,

You are apt to get a stinglng reprood
If you Interfere with the busy little
bee,

——




