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Football, for lack of # better name
to describe It, Is still designated as n
sport.

Doctors will doubtless agree with
that London sclentist who asserts that
disease is a blessing.

Too many men allow thelr rellglon
to hang in the closet through the week
with their Sunday clothes.

Some of the watchdogs of our na-
tlonal banking system seem to have
lost the faculty of finding and follow-
Ing the scent,

Just to show what heroes they are,
some of the life Insurnnce experts an-
nounce that they carry policies In their
own companles,

It i§ expected, meanwhe, that the
forests will remaln in thelr place untl
the courts have declded whether or not
they are to be preserved,

In Japan Admiral Togo s fondly re-
ferred to ns a lobster. The admiral Is
a small man physleally and can't fight
much except when he Is on his ship.

It 1s nsserted, on the other hand,
that big hats for women are not golng
oul of Tashion. The report that coey
were, doubtless, was started by some
designing masculine person,

“Three saved by chewing gum™ Is
the head over a news item. It seems
that the three used chewing guom to
plug a hole In their canoe. Then they
were saved by not chewlng It, after
all,

Russin's bad way never conld be
mora forcefully (llustrated than by the
Inmentable fact that the stroke of one
man's pen could open the dungeons
where politieal prisoners have been
left for yenrs to wither and die,

Professor Wiley proposes to test the
effects of cold storage food on the hu-
It is to be hoped that he
will try the cold storage egg himself,
80 that he muy gpeak from personal
experience Inatend of merely observing
its effect on some hired man.

About half a century ago England
took notlee of one  fleet only, the
French, Now things have changed.
Jupan has revealed her naval power;
Italy has a falrly good navy; Wil
helm I1, rules over Germany and lns
anuounced that the country’'s future
welfare must bhe sought for on the
seas; the United Stutes wish to have
no rivals on the ovean and Russia s
beginnlog to rebuild her fleet,

This continent Is no longer the scene
of the most striking Innovations; Amer.
fea I8 nn old story., Afrlea Is the new
world, The French are stretching a
telegraph wire from  the  Mediterra-
nean across the 8abhara to Timbuktu,
The wire hns nlrendy renched the Tunt
onses, It will pass thence to the Ahng-
gar Mountaing, where live the Tuareg
bandits, and so into a country which
& few years ago was extremely dan-
gerons to an avowed Christian,

No matter how profound and learned
A Inwyer muy be, he seems to be -
capnhble of drawing his own will so
that it will not be set aszide, Thls was
the fate of Ramuel I, Tilden’s will, and
now we are Informed that the will of
Chlef Justice Edward M. Paxon of the
Bupreme Conrt of Pennsylvania, be-
quenthing $3,000,000 for the establigh-
ment of a farm school for boys, 1s vold
for such an obvions defect s the ab-
sence of subseribing witnesses, Some-
times It looks as If people who know
how to make noney never know any-
thing else,

There are meén who hnve never been
detected In wrong-doing whose per-
formances are nevertheless so hostile
to the public welfare or so nceeptable
to eelf-seekers that their honesty I8
Impugned and thelr patriotism  dis-
connted.  Any progecuting officer will
testify that there I8 nothing In  the
whole eatalogne of erimes so diffienlt
to trace as politieal eorraption, noth-
ing so diffienlt to fix as bribery. The
publle should net walt for proofs, The
vote should not walt for evidence, It
18 not only essentinl that public men
have thelr disbonesty unproved, but
that they be men of such proved hon-
esty and absolute Integrity that no
breath of susplclon has ever tainted
thelr reputations.

A friend of the aditor asks this ques-
tion: “Why do Americans as a rule
go after the dollar harder than Euro-
peans?’  Plalnly, because dollars will
buy more in this country than in Eu-
rope. Dollars will buy some things
there, but here they willl buy every-
thing that iz worth buying. In Eun-
rope It makes no difference how much
money A man has, nor how decent his
character, nelther he nor his family
can amount to anything o particular.

! He must-he bern to the manner. Else
the door of opportonity 18 closed. In
this country, If he s the rght sort of
a man, be enn buy freadom from fear
and worry, recoguition, Independence.
He can asplre to be and become all
that any other American ¢nn aspire to
become,  And that s why our crities
| feross the waters fall to understand
'us, Yenrs figo they called us a natlon
| of shopkeepers. They con see us only
a8 dollar chasers. HBut the fact Is we
want money becrause of the things It
will buy. We do not hoard 1t. We
are royal spenders. Of course there
fare some gmong us who belleve that
money wiil  bny anything—content-

They learn differently. But surely it
I8 not altogether an unworthy motive
that we should deslre money that we
may minister to the wellbelng of those
whom we are fond of, It Is not a sor-
did desire, this one of wanting money
to educate our children and give them
n chance In life better than our chance.
And that is why Fritz and Patrick and
Nels and Antonlo and Moses, when
they come to us over sea, Joln with us
in the dollar chase. It Is only when
we begin to long for dollars we cannot
use that we become money mad. The
Amerienn wants dollars for what they
will buy and he buyrs what he wants,

There 1s close relation between be-
llef and reasoning, but there could be
no gredter error than to suppose that
rensoning I8 the only thing that can
produce bellefs' and that all of our be-
llefs are the result of reasoning. Most
nennle wonld fool insltad if mild thaet
they belleve anything whatever with:
out reason, and yet the truth {s that
of all the bellefs that exlst in any
buman mind not one in & thousand has
been produced by reasoning and not
one o a million by Investigation, re-
flectlon and reasoning, The greater part
of our most cherished convietlons are
Ingorted In us rendy made, just as a
cartridge |s Inserted in a gun or a box
put'into a wagon, This I8 easlly prov-
od by asking people why they believe
certaln things. In most cases it will
be surprising to se¢ how they are em-.
barraseed by the guestion and what
trifiing and Inconsequential replies
they make. Sometimes they becom
lmpatient and Indignant and Intimate
that what they belleve 18 self-evident,
or tley say: “Any foor knows that.”
They drop the subject as soon as they
can, but not until they have made It
evident that they belleve without ren-
son and without ever attempting to
reason. How, then, do we come to be-
lHeve certiln things? Evidently by
mere imltntion or by a sort of hypnotic
suggestion,  In childhood and youth
we belleve everytliing we lear, What-
ever I8 constuntly sald In our homes
or by our associntes we Install among
our settled couvictions and retain
them long after we have forgotten
whaen, where and from whom we first
heard them, We are as passive In re-
celving these impressions ns a colt I8
in getting nsed to harness. We would
unturally suppose that convietions that
wure acquired so easily would be Just
ns euslly upset and abandoned, but it
is just the reverse. The bellefs which
we have anequired we know not how
and which we apre ot n loss to defend
dre exoactly those that are most invin-
tiole,  We would at least expect them
to melt away before strong argument,
but argument has no effect on them.
Argument will often overthrow and re-
verse bellefs which were acqulired by
argument, but these bellefs which are
folsted upon us hypunotically do not
vield to reasoning. These traditional
bellefs cannot be sald to be an evil
The fact Is our very life s founded
on them and governed by them nand
we could not live without them, Life
Is too short for everything to be ren-
soned out.  We must be set up In busi-
ness with an lmmense stock of ready-
made convictions or else we would Le
more helpless than the brute creatlon.
They are valuable also for the very
reason  that they cannot Le over:
thrown, for without this guality there
would b absolately no stability in hu-
man character. On the other hand, it
is obviously absurd to reason that cer-
tuin oplulons and bellefs are well
founded because they are widespread
and of great antlquity, A bellef may
be perpetuated from gencratlon to gen-
eration In an ever-widening clrele for
thonsands of years and even becoms
universal without ever having a partl-
cle of fact or logie for Its basls. That
we can never entirely free ourselves
from Involuntary bellefs s certaln,
and that we would perlsh If we were
duprived of them Is certaln nlso, and
yel our sufety depends on  keeping
them In cheek by rensoning and Inves-
tigation. - We must be continually
sloughlng off our groundless bellefs or
we shall be completely swamped by
them. This I8 not an attractive ple:
ture of human nature, but it {s a taith
ful liseness,

Papa's Viewpolnt.

Her Father—What are your pros
pects, sir?

The Sultor (modestly)—I am Afth
vice president of the Brazen Assur
ance Soclety.

Her Father—Well, you may come
and see me agaln, If the jury acquits
youl—Puck,

ment, happiness, or even charncter. §

Paper Shavings for Deds.

In several plices in Prussin, experi-
ments are being made with a some-
what novel materinl for soldlers’ beds,
namely, shaviygs of paper about three
centlmetres broad and several hundred

metres long. These are stuffed Into
bags on which the soldiers lie, They
are sald to be more comfortable than
straw and more springy, Straw beds,
moreover, must be changed every six
months. These new beds of paper
shavings need changing only once in
two or three years,

Farming by Night.

In order to demonstrate that, If nee-
essary, agricultural operations ean be
carried out day and night continuously
with gasollne motor, an Interesting
trlal was recently carrled out In Eng-
land on a farm near Biggleswnde. A
fleld was llluminated by acetylene gas,
and two 8-foot mowers were attached
to an Ivel gasoline tracter, Under these
conditions fifteen acres were cut in
the short time of 8 hours 35 minutes.

New Active Volcano im Nevada.

A voleano throwlng off molten lava
hag been discovered In Nevada. The
voleano Is in Rye Patch, Humboldt
County. Although that sectlon has
been traversed for years the crater has
Just been found. The men were In
mearch of cattle whan thar same on
the stream of lava, and, tracing it to
its source, found the voleano.,

One of the largest and most famous
trees In England s the Cowthorpe oak,
thus nanied from the town wherein It
standa.

It Is gradually decaying and
disappearing, although it still puts
forth green leaves every year, Like

other glant trees in a state of decay,
Its trunk seems to be slnking Into the
ground. About 200 years ago It was
T8 feet In girth at the gronnd level,
and 80 feet high. Now It is but little
more than B4 feet In girth at the
ground, and only 87 feet high.

China Is so well sulted by natural
couditions for the production of silk
that even the most antiquated and un-
sclentific methods cannot deprive her
of the first rank In that Industry. In
Japan everything connected with the !
sllk businesa Is aclantifieally regulated.
No silkworm ls allow to hateh unless

the egg has passed a sclentific inspen-
tlon. The mulberry trees are cultlva-
ted on sclentific prineclples, Similar !
methods are pursned in other countries |
where sllk Is produced. But In China
these things are almost entirely tllan:-l
garded, nnd yet Chilna keeps near the
head In production. Her undeveloped
resources In this Industry are so enor-
mous that Mr. Anderson, our consul at |
Amoy, predicts that when China adopts
modern methods she wlll give a new
turn to the silk business of the world.

Qunlified to Praotice.

When the late SBecretary Hay was
crossing the Atlantie In 1855 on his
wiy to Parls to serve asg secretary of
legation he told the following anecdote
to one of his fellow travelers, On ap-
plying for admission to the bar of
Hlineis he was summoned to appear
before n commfttee of prominent Chi-
cago lawyers to be examined nus to his
qualifications,

He went to the place appointed and
found the committee assembled; but
for a long time they took no uotlce of
the young candldate, but continned
talking vigorously together on varlous
subjects. At last one of the lawyers,
turning to him, sald:

“Mr. Hay, what wonld you do If a
cllent should come to you with such
a case as this?" and procecded to de-
scribe very elaborately a complicated
legal case,

“I ghonld ngk for a retaining fee of
fifty dollars,” promptly repled Mr.
Hay, “and tell .im to eall to-mor-
row."

“Mr. Hay, you are admitted,” sald
the gentleman, and with a hearty
laugh from all present the proceed-
Ings closed,

Very Forgetful,

Clergymun—1'd ke to pay a fitting
tribute to your husband's memory,
Widow—He dldn't have any mem-
ory; he couldn't rememb~r to mail a
letter,
Social Problema,
Lumber Yard Lem-—I1 hain't
Weary Willle around lately.
Seven-league Saunders—No; he's
disguised himuself as a college profes
sor an’ livin' In one o dem. He's
goln' to write a maganzine article on

Heen

welr lives nu’ habies."—ucks

TRUE CAUSE OF THANKSGIVING.
By Rev. Percy Trafford Olton.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, sand for-
get not all His benefits. Psalms elli, 2.
Une of the frequent causes of our
fallure to have the thankful spirit is
forgetfulness of past benefits. Con-
cemilng tee past the mQ‘jurl.ly of peo-
ple try either to forget It altogether
or they try to live In It altogetber.
Both are equally wrong. It is not in-
tended that we should live only to for-
get, nor is It meant that we shounld
live only to remewber,

The past Is a book in which we re-
cord the experlences of our journey
and to which we can refer for guld-
ance and comfort as w¢ press on
through the unknown future. And
when the day's travel happens to be
through a barren and cheerless coun-
try, we should be able to turn to those
pages which record days of great
blessing when we were passing
through a land flowing with milk and
honey.

But we are so apt to forget the ben-
efits of the past. When we come to
the end of a doy's journey and sit
down to enter Its experience low
rendlly do we record the disagreeable
things—the disappointments, the vex-
atlons, the crosses that have been met
with. Somebody has pussed us trav-
eling In ease and luxury while we
tramped on foot; somebody has spok-
en an unklnd word or has done us an
injury; somebody has gone by that
day with head erect and smiling face,
while we staggered under the burden
of a heavy cross, with the paiu of a
great sorrow cutting like n knolfe lnto
our soul, and we pour out the bitter-
ness of our life on the pages of our
book of memory.

All that bas not been as we would
like Is carefully entered, and as we
sit there and turn over the pages of
the book we tind entries similar to the
one we have just wade—records of
trials and disappointments and hard
ships—and reading them it seems as
It there was no other soul in the wide
world whose lot could be more cheer-
less and desolate than ours.

We huve no song of pralse, for there
18 no melody In our hearts; we cannot
say “Bless the Lord, O my soul,” for
we feel that for us there is no special
reason for thanksglving. Why is [t
thus? It Is because we have forgot-
ten to make notes of the benefits,

Oh, the patlence and long sufferiug
of God! Truly, He can say of s as
He sald concerning the children of
Israel: “How long will this people pro-
voke Me, and how long will it be ere
they believe Me for all the signs
which 1 have showed unto them?”

He has leld ns step by step through
the wilderness; He has provided for
our every need, and yet we are con-
gtantly doubting His  wisdom and
goodness; we will not call to remem-
brance His unfailing providence,

Let us look back and see how great
and manifold have been the hlessings.
There is no child of God who has not
abundant reason {o thank God for pust
benefits. If we will but look over the
past and count up some of the Innum-
ernble blessings a great wave of praise
and thanksgiving will sweep over our
souls, and out of overflowing hearts
there will burst forth the song of the
psalmist of old: “Bless the Lord, O my
sonl, and all that Is within me, bless
His holy nime. Rless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget not all His Lenefits,”

MEN VS, MODELS.
By Rev. Henry F. Cope.

But he hiinself went a duay's jour-
ney into the wilderness, and came and
eat down under a Junlper tree; and
he requested for himself that he might
dle.—1., Kings xix,, 4.

One thing about all the Old Testu-
ment heroes endears them to the ay-
ernge man; they were so average
themselves; they had enough leaven of
earth to make us feel they belong to
us. Here is this old glant, rock llke
prophet Elijub, throwing himself down
under a bush, sulking In a pet like a
a child, He who stood before kings
and armies flees from a scolding wom-
an. No matter how much he was to
blame we are glad he did It; it Is just
what we would have done,

Only a nature capable of great
helghta can be thrown Into such
depths of despondency. There are no
waves on puddles. The shallow na-
ture s always calm. The great waves
rise where there are great depths, A
smaller nature than Elljabh's would
bave maintalned Its dignity.

Too many superficlal thinkers look
for all saints to be on preclsely the

saie pattern; they expect all heaven's
leroes to be as much allke as two
church angels, They have standards
of the ideal religlous man by which
they measure all men. Belng created
by precisionists their ideals are of the
emasculated, milksop typg, possessed
ouly of negative virtues, the product
of a process that robs a man of all
his Individuality and leaves him with
ng much stamina and character as a
pint of bolled water.

The Creator never bullds with
bricks, nor ever makes two pieces of
rock precisely alike. Uniformity s
a human foible, True religlon 1s not
& quarry where the rough rocks are
Irewn to one slge and shape, still less
Is it a brickyard where men are made
pllable a8 clay before belng baked
Into rectangular prisms, The Ideal
religlous man does not lose his per-
sonality, temper, or passions; the
things that mark and distingnish him
are not taken out; they are brought
Into holler service. They fire not treat-
el as faults to be eradicated, but as
forces to be developed and ennobled.

If some men had had the making of
Elljah they would have snipped and
currlied him down until he was ns In-
nocent of Individuality as a newly
fledged theologleal student, They
would have trimmed his whiskers and
put & white tie on him. They wonld
have taught him to subduve his volce
and to suppress his vigorous action.
Instend of running before the king's
charlot he wounld have learned to walk
softly, llke an old famlly cat. And,
by that time, Elijab would have learn-
ed better than to throw himself down
under a tree In aoger. To do s0 would
muss hig eclothes, Instead, he would
be able to put his hands together, roll
his eyes upward, and quote poems on
reslgnation,

The mechanleal gaugers of religlons
character are lexpressibly shocked to
find & man who persists In malntaln-
Ing any of the rugged excrescences of
his old nature. They cannot under-
ftand the cowboy who wants ta whoop
when he feels religlons, nor the miner
who can go to meeting Iu flannel shirt,
nor the doctor who is too busy relley-
Ing pain to go to“church, nor any of
the men who express their religlon so
thoroughly In doing good that they
have no inclination to spend one day
In expressing It by feellng good.

Plety I8 not a process of robbing
men of personality: it I8 a power that
takes and develops a man according
to avhat he naturally 1s. It does not
conventionalize; It converts; 1t slmply
swings all the great forces of the life
into new directlons. The forces per-
slst.  Whatever was strongest for evil
in the man will now be strongest for
good. Bo that no two llve men are
allke, even religlonsly.

Rellgion does not make models; It
mikées men. No maodel ever did any-
thing toward making this world, There
are no model men in the Bible; they
are all rugged Indlviduals, each golng
hig own way. The greatest of them
all was far, indeed, from a model In
the eyes of the standardizers of lils
day. Iat a man be himself and he
I8 most llkely to please his God; let
him with all his pecullar powers seek
to serve his God and help his fellows.
If he is an Elijah let him not try to
be a pretty parlor picture. Better be
a faulty man than a flawless model.

SHORT METER SERMONS,

Care ealls to prayer.

Love anidl laws rule the world,

Many of our crosses come from oup
crooked ways.

Some men think that grace grows
by grumbling.

Most doubts would die if we did not
dodge them.

Huappiness rbsts on thoughts more
than on things,

Only those who love the world can
ve above it.

The finnicky man always thinks he
alone Is faithful.

Glving with grunting may be worse
than withholding.

Hollness without heart is but a hin.
drance to humanity,

The man who jumps at concluslons
seldom lands on facts,

A man can lle with hia tone while
his tongue tells the truth,

The robe of righteousness s not the
same as the cloth of the clergy,

Some churches that clalm to be

working for men are only working
men,

Never put off to tomorrow the
meanness you might as well give up
to-day. L

Nothing burts the feelings of the
stuffed martyr worse than letting him
alone.

Too many sermons are attempts to
feed the people on cook books instass
of on bread.




