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The Hydrographic Department of
the British Admiralty recently erased
from the charts a group In the Bouth
Pacific known as the Royal Company’s
Islanda  Every one of those large pro-
Jections of the world showing the
boundlessness of the British Empire
contalns the name Royal Compuany’s
Islands atrached to several dots south
of Tusmanin. Not only Is the name
there, but to prevent any misunder-
standing or covetpusness there 18 usual-
Iy printed under the name a thick red
line to Indleate that the territory ls
British, But they are not RBritlsh, or
Amerlean, or anything else but a fle-
tion, and hereafter the big empire will
be smaller by the loss of several isl-
nnils. '

About the same time the Britlsh
were removing the Royul Compuny's
Islonds with a penknife, the Unlted |
Stutes was sending oot the erulser Ta-
comi to search, doring the practice
critlse to Hawail, for another ln‘innll|
which s clhnrted on the trucks be-

had Incrensed to such an extent that
the chart became aulmost valueless,
and it also showed the Impracticablll-
ty of Issulng another chart. A volume
was then published giving nll the de-
taila that had come to the knowledge
of the office, In flve years s new edi-
tlon, taking note only of the North
Puclfic, was published,

In this volume there are described
nearly 1,200 “dangers” reported in the
Pacific north of the equator, and the
greater number of the “dangers” are
mentloned as “lslands,” of which sub-
sequent Iinquiry has shown that the
mnjority are as fabulous as the Isl-
and of Antlllin or as Juequet Island,

The South Paclfic wns the subject
of a volume lssued In 1870, in which
1,800 “dnngers'’ wera reported. As In
the former ease, most of these were
islands, and opposite their nomes were

was not thoroughly destroyed nntil the
eighteenth century; another was Bra-
#1 Island, which did not appear to
have any fixed habitation. It geemed
to be a perfect derelict, when finally,
nhout forty years ago, the British Ad-
miralty removed it from the hydro-
graphle charts,

Of all the fabled Atlantie Islands
the most curlous instance of perslst-
ent survival 1s to be found in Jacquet
Island, which first made {ts appenr-
ance on the maps during, the Mlddle
Ages. On the old charts It Is shown
off the Newfoundland const at about
47 degrees porth and about 43 east.
The map reproduced on this page s
from a Iarge datlas published by one
of the hest map publishers In 18535,

Not only was it charted, but there
wns a widesprend belief In Its exist-
ence, owlng, no doulit, to the fact that
it was shiown in devery large atlas of | the words, in bold-Taced type "Iosition
the time, In spite of this bellef there | Doubtful” or *“Exlstence Doubtful.”
was no record of any ship having | There had been by 1891 sufficlent new
seen the lonely island. When the sub- | reports to fill a good-slzed supplement.

tween San Franeisco and the Sand- | marine cable had been lald between lﬁtnce then there have been only occa-
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SOME OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS WHOSE EXISTENCE I8 DOUBTED ARE MARKED.,
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wich Islands, but which, there seems
every reason to helleve, Is as much a
phantom as the Royul Company’'s Isl-
ERTEN

These are only two recent Incidents
connected with the fietitions Islands
of the Pacliie, which ocenn seems to
ba the favorite with those skippers
who see land in the broad expanse of
water which is never agaln seen, al-
thongh the Atlantic in earller years
furpished perbaps as many examples

WHALE BOMETIMES THOUGHT A REEF,

of [llusions, being jotted down In
ships' logs as Islands, reefs and
ghoals, It 18 largely on account of
these reports of fabulous spots of land
sprinkled over ocenns that hydro-
graphie departments are 4 very neces-
sary part of the government of every
maritime nation.

The Atlantie, being the first great
ocean highway frequently used and
also being of lesser extent than the
Pacifle, was the first to have Its fabu-
lous Islands digsipated. The Island of
Antillla, ealled Heptapolls by Merea-
tor a century later, clung on to the
maps with great tenacity almost down
to the nineteenth century. Antillia,
or the seven cltles, was not only put
down as an estublished material faet,
but it was given a populntion, Aec-
cording to the storles then belleved,
the Spanish, driven out by the Moors,
had taken possession. If the island
ever ‘hnd an existence, there Is noth-
ing now to prove It Thers were also
goveral other equally popular  and
equally fabulous islunds in the Atlan.
tle, which navigators after the Middle
Ages proved to be exlsting only In the
lively [magination of a darker time.
One of these was the {sland of the

Irlsh Saint Brandon, bellef In which

England and Frauce and In varfous | slonal addenda printed and distribut-
parts of the Mediterranean a cable to | ed, and [n the Hydrographle Office a
connect both sides of the Atlantie was | draughtsmian s almost constantly ¢m-
naturally considered, ployed erasing phantoms which have
The stretch was about 3,000 miles, | been unvelled, and putting down new
and there was doubit as to the prac- | “8lands” which may In tarn prove to
ticabllity of the scheme, While the | be fabulous, Within the last four
disenssion was golug on, In the later | years more than twenty-five mytholog-
{15, the propositlon was put forward |{cal land spots in the Pacific have been
that by muaking a landing on Jacquet | taken off the charts, and about as
Island, a good deal of difficulty could | wany more hove heen added.
be avolded. Joaequet Island then came Oune of the lutest reports recelved
in for a good deal of prominence, and | by the office is duted Bremen, April
that was its undoing. A little Investl- | 10, It is given as u speclen of the
gatlon proved Jacquet Island to be A | fragmentary way In which these re-
myth, and the Atluntic cable was laid ports are received: “The Pring Wal-
on the bottom of the oveun from one | demar Waltiuns, on the voyage from
continent to the other without the re- | Bauda to Berlinhufen, reports at G40
lay Intended. Notwithstanding  this | a, wm, on Dec. 17, In latitude 1 degree
terrible fall from power, the mythical | 22 minutes south, longitude 130 de-
spot remalned on many mwaps untll | ereeg 30 minutes enst, saw A reef un-
compatatively recent date, der water estimonted to extend half o
S0 pumerous became recently dis- | sen mile from 8 S W, to. N, N, I,
covered Islands, reefs and shoals in |about 100 meters bromd”  Stealght-
the Paclfic that In 1857 the United | way this I8 entered on the records
States llydrogruphie Ottees prepared a | and placed on the chart, for It it re-
reglster chart of these “dangera to | ally does exlst it 18 & mengee to navl-
navigation!  The reason they were | gntlon, 1t Is something to be on the
so ealled wns because of the uncer- | lookout for, yet in n year or two it
thinty of the existence of many of | may be reported as 4 myth, or in a
them.  Haoving been  reported  they | different position.
were presimed to exist, and, althongh The question naturnlly arlses, “How
some of them were never again visl- [ comes 1t that mythologleal 1slands are
ble, they remained on the chart, for | reported? How cin any oue seg an
were they genuine and not noted on | island that has no existence?’  To
the navigntion charts a vessel might | the lands man it appears inexplicable,
strike one nt night or on a misty dny | but to the sallor the explanation is
and go to the bottom. That many of | slmplicity Itself.
the islands do exist sepms to be evl- At times there appear In the sen
dent from the fact that every little | long, dark patehes or bright, yellow-
while a ship Is lost and never aftep- | Ish patches, which at a distance give

tiredd whale will foat lazlly on the
bosom of the deep. and nt a distance
appents to the man on the bridge as
a reef or, perhaps, as a distant Island.
A school of fish will stir up the water
or change (ts hue, and the wide-awnke
gallor may see in It one of those
“dangers to navigation,' which will
live for m time on a chart with the
embarrassing letters “E. D" opposite
die entry, meaning its existence ‘s
doubted. A tlde rip often Is mistnken
for breakers, and is another of the
things responsible for the 2,500 phan- |
toms which appear on the books of
the Ilydrographic Office,

Disagreement in Charts.,

Another explnontion for n|1stnkﬂ||
which were formerly mude by ships'
masters, especially in the East Indin
fwrehipelago, s the dissgreement in |
longitude of the Netherland govern. |
meut charts nnd those of other na- |
tions, This differsnce, which amount-
ed to five or slx minutes, aud oces-
slonally more, was rectified about
twenty-five yvears ngo, when the Neth-
erland government adopted the same
longltude as the Britlsh Admiralty.
The rectifleation was not complete,
however, and there are still many du. '
plieations of shouls and other aiuugvrq!
on the charts, having been rl*]lurtmll
by different navigators uslng ll|u|
chiarls of Ll .'|_I.',.2:'-.'::‘-"" nations

Onece a fabulous Island gets a foot- |
Ing, mo to speak, on one of the nuvi-|
gntlon charts, it Is the most diMcult
thing In the word to get It off, One
case In point 18 sufliclent, In 1801 the |
ship Nautllus reported the discovery |
of an Island at 845 8., W4T K., or
nbout the mwiddle of the Sonthern Pa-
olfte, Not only was it reported as n
fact, but the Information was aceoms- |
panled with the superfluons supposi-
tlon that “it Is nninhabited,” On the
strength of this assertion it was con-
sidered the genulne artlcle, but It was
believed Its position was doubtful Its |
longitude was glven ps 167 degrees .00 |
minute, and this was sald to be a mis-
take, As It subsequently proved, the
whole Island was o mistake, The ship
(Carola In 1883 made a search for It
for a distance sixty miles east and
west of its asslgned position, and ut
enst of the lead to seventy-five fath
oms found no bottom. In 1808 t||.-‘
fable was destroyed by belng erased.

There Is nearly nlwuys some vessel
in the Unlted Statex nuvy emiployed

In making and correcting surveys. 'I‘im‘

mass of mnterlal thus collected for
the Hydrographie Office 1s of the great- |
est possible service. The coast i, of
course, the principal object of atten- |
tion to these surveying porties, l:utl
on the Pacite they often crulse long
distunees in senreh of isinnds or slionls
or recls reported nt varlous thines. n
this way more phantoms have been
explalned away than n any  other
While the ordinary mariner does pot
tuke thme to Investignte the things
he sees, or belleves he sees, (he sure-
vey expedition examines eritleally  In
nine cnses out of ten they sall over
the spot where the fabulous island is
siald to have been seen, nnil generally
finid their dead line Is too short to
touch bottom,  For some  unknown
renson these Islands of the fmagloa-
ton perslst In selecting that part of
the ocean where depth 18 greatest,
when they ulght have done hetior Is
when they might have done betetr Is
sane of those things no fellow can
find out.” |

BOBE WHITE VALUABLE.

Probably Most Useful amd Abundaont
Bpecies on Farms, |

The ornlthologists of  the  Depuapt- |
ment of Agrlenltore have been making
un lnvestigation of the e¢conomy vilue
of the Bob White, as n result of which
it 18 annoutced that the himd 18 "|n'--h-|
ably the most useful sbundint specles
on the farms"

Fleld ohservations, experlments and
examlnations show that it consumes
large quantitles of weed seeds nnd de-
stroys many of the worst Insect pests
with which farmers contend, and yet
It does not injure grain, frolt, or any
other erop,

It 18 figured that from Sept. 1 to
April 30 nunually In Vieginia alone the
total consumption of weed seed hy|
Bab Whites amounta to b7d tong Some |
of the pests which it habitually de-
stroys, the report suys, nre the Mexl-
ean eotton boll weevll, which damages
the cotton crop to the extent of more |
than $15,000000 a year; the potato |
beetle, which cuts off $10,000,000 {rom
the value of the potato crop: the cot-
ton worms, wlhileh have been known to
cnuse 30,000,000 loss In n year; the
ehlneh bug and the Rocky Mountain
locust, seourges which leave desolation
In thelp path and have onused losses
aggregaling £100,000,000 1In mome
years,

The report urges mensures to secure
the preservation of the Hob Whites in
this country.—New York Times,

Many people mistake longing to be
riel and great for evidence of soul-

hunger,

Comin' Thro' the Rye,
Gin a body meet a body,
Comin' thro' the rye,
Gin n body kiss n body,
Need a body ery?

Chorus:

Iika lassie has her laddle,
Ne'er n ane ha'e I

But all the lads they love me weel,
And what the wanr am 17

Gin a body meet a hody,
Comin' frae the well,

Gin a body kiss a body,
Need a body tell 7—Chorus,

Gin a body meot n_hody,
Comin' frue the town,

(zin a body kiss a body,
Need a body frown?-—Chorus,

Ilka Jennie hns her Jockey,
Na'er n nne ha'e [;

But a' the Inds they love me weel,
And what the wour am 17—Chorus.

The Little Church Round the Corner,
“Bring him not hers where our sainted
feot
Are trending the path to glory;
Hring him not liere where our Saviour
Wweel
Repents, for us, Hin story.
Go, tuke him where ‘such things' are
done—
For he sat in the neat of the scorner—
To where they have room, for we hare
none,
To the little dhureh round the corner.”

So spake tha holy mau of God
Of another man, his brother,
Whose cold remains, ere they sought the
wod,
Had only asked that n Christian rite
Might be read nbove them by one whosa
light
Was, “Brethren, love one another;"
Had only asked that o prayer be rend
Ere his flesh went down to join the dead.

Whilst his spirit looked with supplinnt
oyes,
Searching for God throughout the skies.
Dut teh prlest frowned “No,'" aud his
brow was bare
Of love in the sight of the mourner,
And they looked for Christ and found
Him—where?
In that little church round the corner!

Ah, welll God grant, when, with aching
feet,
We tread life's lnst few paces,
That we may hear gome accents sweet,
And klss, to the end, fond faces!
God grant that this tired tlesh may rest,
("Mid many a musing mourner)
While the sermon is preached, and the
rites are read,
In no ehureh where the henrt of love ls
dend,
And the pastor n pions prig at best,
PBut in some small nook where God's
conlessed— ;
Bome Httle ehureh round the corner!
—A. . Laneaster,

Errors in Diet.

Dr. Itobert Hutchinson, In a recent
lecture at the London Institute, ealled
attention to some of the errors In the
mtional dlet.  His eritlelsms and rece-
ommendntions wiil apply equally weil
to Awmerlen.  He says: “"We none of
us seem to ent gquite the right things,
at any rate not for the right reasons
The grent mistnke is that we nre led
pway by mere tlavor, Amerlean cheese,
at sixpence o poumd, Is dietetically ns
goodd ns Stilton at one shilling  and
fourpence, The bleater ylelds rather
more nutriment than the sole or the
silmon,  Margarine 1s quite ns nour-
Isliing and as digestible ns  butter.
Compuring the values of different nrtl-
oles of dlet, Dre. Hatehinson sald that
vogetnhle foads were, on the whole, not
so ensily digested as nnlmal foods, It
woulil be o great mistake for o town
popuniition to live entlrely on the for-
mee, even I town digestions weres het-
terr than they are. At the same time
he thought we coulil all with advant-
aue eal more of the pulses, such as
peas, beans nnd lentils.  Dietetle sals
vation, he sald, was not to be found
In brown brend. On  paper brown
hrend was superfor to white, but the
whole of it was not absorbed “No, he-
Hove me,” sald the Jecturer, “the In-
stinet for white brend 18 a sound In-
gtinet As to oatmeal, It was rich
in bullding material, and o fact, In
iron and In phosplintes. It was non-
songe to sny that ontmeal was the
canse of appendieltis and other evils.
It It were, the Scoteh natlon would
have perlshed centuries ago.

A Negro and English.

You are almost an  octogenarian,
sl sald the seml-educated, youug,
yellow negro, pompously.

SWhn-what's dat yo' says?" snapped
the venerablo but unlettered darkey.

“1 gpeelled, sah, that yon are almost
an octogenarian'

“Well, don' vo' do It ng'n, boy, or
'l done bust yo' hend wid my stlck—
yo' liends my prognostifieation?”

A woman who was lntely divoreed
{8 quoted as saylng: “There are too
many men in the world to be unhappy
with one of them."

Ever remark how timidly and hesl-
tatingly a bald-beaded man takes off
his hat?



