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If a man makes no enemles he has
but few friends.
—— ————————
A wife is the only extravagant habit
#ome men have, :
- —— |
His satanic majesty doesn't waste
any of his time on the hypocrite.

A marriage license gives a man a
legal right to lie to one woman,

The Japanese do not have consump-
tion. Even the ch_udren are tuught how
to breathe.

A poor girl's idea of a mercenary
wreteh 18 a young man who marries a
rich widow.

Rockefeller has cornered violets,
Plant a few In your garden and smash
the violet trust

e ————

After a man tnkes more than $5,000
they quit ealling It stealing and refer
to it as embezzlement.

A Boston paper wants a good Amer-
fjcan name for the chuuffeur. How
would It do to call him down?

Bome bachelors sigh because they
fire lonely, and some wurried men sig
because they have no chance to be.

Nevertheless, Russell Sage s the
greatest object lesson In favor of va-
catlons that could possibly be discov-
ered.

Bome people seem to think the Al-
mighty 18 making a mistake In not
leaving the management entirely to
them,

The widow who has scattered the
nshes of her husband on two conti-
nents may be trylug to make extra
work for the lust day.

It would appear that influentinl peo-
ple who obey the laws must be dolng
80 Just because they like to and not
through any fear of getting into trou-
Lle if they should break over,

The fact that few Amerleans be-
come chess experts has often caused
wonder, The American who I8 eapable
of beécoming a chess master is usually
trying to plle up a hundred million
dolinrs at easler v?orh.

The man who leaves a team of
horses unhitehed on the publie streets
in these days of coughing chu-chus and
reckless drivers 18 the bosom friemd
o the man who sows the whole
Pechill gulf with floating mines in the
hope of getting a warship or two.

Mr. Moseley's commission of Eug-
lishmen who cnme here to study Amer-
fean schools glves them much praise
and some censure. One of the chlef
objections 18 to sending big boys to
women teachers, whose Influence, it s
alleged, makes them less virile. No
doubt a manly man does make a good
schoolmaster for a boy more than 12
years old.  But it s contrary to all ex-
perlence to assert that a good woman
teacher has n harmful effect on the
maunliest of boys.

A generation ago an English physi-
cian of note declared that four-fifths
of the English-speaking people dig
thelr graves with thelr teeth, But this
undoubtedly doesn’t tell’ the whole
egtory. The manner in which eating is
done and the mikeup of the modern
menu have o good deal to do with
wrecking constitutions, Many Is the
business man who allows himself to
become so absorbed In his affales that
he will swallow his menls In nervous
‘haste that soon becomes dispstrous to
digestive organs. Hyglenlsts observe
that Gladstone is credited with chew-
ing ench Dbite 22 tlmes, and attribute
his longevity to his correct hablt of
eating. The cullnary art of modern
soclety has not for Its purpose the
preparation of the most wholesome
food. The object to be attalned is
rather to tempt a Jaded palnte, to in-
duee disregurd of the guldance of ap-
petite,

Mllton's phrase, “They also serve
who only stand and walt,” has long
been applied to the female portion of
the human race, The modern girl pre.
fers to quote, "Let us then be up and
dolng,"” with a courageous heart, traln-
el muscles and n resourceful head.
When a prominent Philadelphia socl-
ety girl was reently attacked hy a
negro she used her guo-metal-handled
umbrella as she would a golf club, and
o vigorous “drive” enused the thief to
drop her purse and flee. When two
sisters discovered a Dburglar under
thelr bed not long ago, they dragged
L forth, one of them sat on his chest,
and the other ran for the police, A
Hitle New Jersey glrl recently rescued
two small brothers from a burning
bullding, and a Chleago housemald
Lroke through a group of men and
dragged a child from under a trolley
cear. A “mere man'” who receuntly

rnmt!od under the ordeal of vaccina-
tion, has collected these items of a
week for the edification of his own |
Bex, BT "N |

RUSSIA’S
After a little less than two years of |
work the Department of the Interior | ¥ “[I-I)I-ESS I:I-[t]'
has Issued a statement outlining the i

disposition of the fund for reclalming
the arld lands of the Western States
und Territories. Twenty seven million
dollars will be expended during the
pext two or three years, and the work |
ot construction, when finished, wili |
Ibave redeemed 1,000,000 acres of land,
cupable of supporting a population of |
600,000, This announcement closes the | the Black ¥Sea. Excepting l'01_'
preliminary stage of the reclamation | four destroyers which were bullt
project, which, belng self-perpetuative on the Baltie, and were permitted by
Ly the law which set it in motlon, will | the Porte to steam to Sebastopol after
continue to operate as long as the  thelr armament had heen removed, and
work of Irrigation is commerclally | the merchant vesscls which are In the
profitable, The object of the reclama- auxiliary and volunteer fleets, none of
tlon law s to make the government |the ships has ever passed through the
the agent of the people In turning over | Dardanelles, The entire Black Sea
the public domain to small land own- | fleet, including all classes of ships,
ers on a strictly business basis, The |numbers 158 vessels, and Includes R
settler can buy of the government the |battieships, 9 crulsers, 12 gun vessels,
reclnimed land at what It costs to ve- ¥ auxillary erulsers, 168 volunteer
deem It. In this way the fund for irri. | steamships, 10 des'royers, 20 Arst-class
gation will not be exhausted, but will i“ud 63 second-class torpedo boats. The
remain intact for making more land | fONDAge represented by the vessels s
cultivable, The Eastern farmer ls uotllt'mlﬁldl‘ﬂlbl_l' more than than half of
taxed for the benefit of the Western | the entire Japanese navy, yet, owing
farm, as would be the case If the goy- |0 the numerous treatles and conven-

ULLY one-third of the Husslan
navy 1s imprisoned by treaty in

ernment’ sold the reclaimed land at
the old figure of §1.23 per acre. The
new lands are to be sold to actual
settlors, and their purchase limited to
160 acres. So great Is the fertility of
frrigated land that the average farm
need not exceed forty or fifty acrcs to
support & family In abundance, Tle
population being 8o much denser than
in other farming districts west of the
Misglssippl, life on the farm ean give
way to life In the village, and the ele-
ment of lonellness which has hereto-
fore made the vocation of farming re-
pugnant to many will be ellminatad,
Great Interest Is already being taken
in the reclamation projects by pros-
pective homeseekers.

Some forty years ago the good peo-
ple of these United States abolished
the slave trade. And I It not tlme
that we aholish the trade slave? A
trade slave Is a man or woman who
must go to hls or her business early
In the morning and spend from 12 {o 16

hours each day walting upon a luzy|

and exacting public that could make
its purchases In two-thirds the time,
Ask any dealer why he keeps open so
long and he gives only one excuse—
“Others do" It Is a feeble excuse.
Denlers could, if they would, stand to-
gether in this matter, and, without in.
Jury to any and with benefit to all,
establish a work-week that would
emancipate thelr trade slaves. Few
things In life are more plteons than
the llstless girls, dispirited young men

and gray-haived veterans of the stores |
whose llves are narrowed down to thelr |

dally toll by a brutally selfish publie.

To them the beauties of nature exist

only In pictures, and the joys of life
are but things of their dreams. Mil-
Hons are giving thelr whole llves for
Just enongh to eat and drink and wear.
And they are held to that hard lot, not
by any natural condition, but by the
thoughtless publle that likes to take
Its ease, to consult {1z own time and
to domineer over ii« slaves. Vislon-
arles have many schemes for revolu-

tlonizlng the entire economie order, |

but none for revolutionizing human
nature, The great oppressive foree,
the great gource of Injustice, under
uny system, lies In human nature, We
fill our mouths with phrases that have
no meaning and the heart must gtand
voleeless, Better than all the imagin.
ings of the centuries of nbsolute In-
dustrial equallty to come is the weekly
half-liollday that we can make our
own. Onehnlf doy of freedom and of
pleasure each week for the store work-
ers counts more for emancipntion and
equality than all the valn dreams ever
dreamed. The merchants of every clty
and in this land may bring on thig
practieal reform If they will. They
can give thelr employes a chance to
g0 howe and eénjoy thelr families, take
them out to the parks or Into the
country and enjoy some of God's sun-
shine and the slght of green flelds,
ke o garden, plant fowers, play
gnmes, go a-fishing, and do a thousand
and one things to get nearer to na-
ture, to hnmanity and to God, and
feel that It Ix sweet to be alive.  They
wonld go back to work with fresh-
ened spirit, with better cournge and
with an Insplring feellng that there is
something more In life than endless
drudging. And no business would be
lost,

In Happy lgnorance,

“1 thought you sald all your friends
had deserted you sifice you lost your
money 1"

“They have."

“But, I see a gray-whiskered man
who calls here every day, Who s
he?”

“That's the doctor. He hasn't heard
of It."—Clrveland Plain Dealer,

An Awlul Warning,
“There's a girl who has had twelve
offers of marriage.”
“Mercy!"
“And she's been walting five years
for the thirteenth."—Cleveland Plaln
Dealer,

tlons which have closed the Darda-
|nelleﬂ to all foreign tghting ships, the
Bluck Bea fleet remuins Inert.

Sinee the time when It bernme evl-
| dent that hostilities In the far East
| were inevitable soveral diplomatic at-
tes (o have (hls powerful feet re-
|Ii4mw.i from its fuiprisonment were re-
'|mrled to have hLeen made by Russia,
Some of the fleet, it must he admitted,
would be unable tv make the long voy-
lage to the far Enst. and perhaps would
| be of little effect if they did, On the
| other hand, the formidable bhattleship
| Bquadron, while not of the latest type,

' Black Sea Squadron
' Made Ineffective by
the Treaties Which
ClosetheDardanelles

of from 20 to 20 inches In diameter,
which are not nearly so terrible as
their appearance would suggest.

The forty-five milles of the Dardan-
elles, whose shores, nlthough not such
n panorama of beauty as those of the
Bosphorus, are still fall of fine plctur-
esqueness, are bordered by rugged
motuntains, rising one behind the other,
Lrown and barren on the European
side, and by low, wooded hills on the
Aslatle, Important towns dot the way.
Among them, at the entrance to the
Sea of Marmora, are Gallipoli, on the
European side, called the “Key to
Constantinople;” Ak-bashi Liman, the
uncient port of Sestos; Ahydos, fust
opposite the scene of Leander's swim-
ming, and, later, of lLord Hyron's, Be
low this lles Chanak-Kalessl, some-
times called Dardanelles.

As the Dardanelles, the Sen of Mar-
mora and the Bosphurus are all with.
in the Ottoman Ewpire, the Turkish
Government has slways contended
that no forelgn warship should be al-
lowed at any time to pass  through,
Dalyioe ¢ o -
Vel LU LA Tudk wia b 4 :
ousles which have prolonged the life
of the Sick Man of Furope, the Porte
has been able to have Its position
strengthened by treatles and by a con-
vention of the European powers., The
varlous treaties, ete,, referring to the
closing of the straits to forelgn ships
af war may be summarized ns follows:

o Intarmatlemal Tusl

United States has never recognized the
right of the Turk to close the Sea of
Marmora or the Black 8Bea to fighting
ships, and in 1808 a hint that Admirgl
Ramps=on and the flest that had swept
Cervera's squadron from the gegs
would knock at the gates and seek ro-
diess for the Armenian outrages had g
good effect upon the Porte. It hins heep
held that Russia, believing destiny wi)
make ber mistress of Turkey sooner or
later, 18 secretly glad of the 4cty
which have closed the entrance to the
Black Bea, If the 'great White Bear
ever (loea get control, It can easlly g
l[nuuzlm-d how such treaties would be
cherished and insisted upon.

The hopes of Russia, in this diree
tion, If they do exlst, must be of the
slightest. England desires the Dgp.
danelles closed because It would cop-
pel a very cousldernble Increase of hep
Mediterranean squadron, for she herp,
ns in other parts of the world, finds It
essential to her natlonal existence to
be mistress, Bome years ago a certaln
United States Benator predicted that
the United States will sooner or Inter
be compelled to depart from tradition
and settle for all time the vexed Nejr
Eastern question by turning out the
Turks and becoming responsible for
the peace of the Turkish Btates in 1.
rope. Dreamlike as this proposition
appears, there are those In Burope who
have faith in Its accomplishment, 14
the United States the Idea has not
| even the stabllity of a vision,

Not only Is the Dardanelles fortl.
fied, but the Bosphorus bristles wity
forts in palrs strung out along |ts
longth st Infervala of twa mi‘os

An
the Russian Black Sea battleships nre
the most heavily armored in the world
It hags been suggested that this was
done for the purpose of attempting the

| passage of the stralts, should necessity

| aver arise,
The Bhips of the Fleet.
| Two of the Black SBea battleships,

Is, on-the whole, heavily nrmored, and
carries batteries of effective slze, The
destroyers ure of the most modern
type, and from the first-cluss torpedo
bonts a strong tlotilln could be formed.

It is almost impossible to entirely
divoree any consideration of the Rus-
slan Block Sea fleet and the history of
the Durdanelles, for the fleet lias been
organizeld and bolit especially to meer
the conditions, Origlnally It wus con-
|:-|‘l\'ml with the Idea of commanding
[the shores of that [mmense inland
|m-:t. and to be able, If the necessity
ghould arlse, to assist any operation
agalnst Turkey,

A Vst Inland Sea,

The Bluck Seq Is a very lirge Lody
of wiland water. Some idea of its size
lmay best be given by ealllng to mind
thiat its aren is about that of the Mid
dle States and Mississippl combined,
In figures It iy be éxpressed us 103,
T11 square miles, Its only outlet Is
through the Dosphorus, the Sen of
Marmorn and the Dardanelles into the
Aegean Sea, an arm of the Mediter
ranean. The Bosphorug and the Day-
danelles are two narrow straits, nnd,
consequently, ensily fortified, although
it may be asserted that the Turkish
forts are not Gilirnltars, by any means,

At Its greatest width the Bosphorus
is not over two gnd a quarter wmiles,
and Its tortuous course I8 nineteen
miles long. The Dardanelles Is o wind-
Ing body of water, forty-five miles
long, and averaging two mlles In
width. The latter I8 at one polnt only
8 yards wide, and here, on the
Aslatie side, nre the fortresses of
Chanak-Kale and Kum-Kall, and on
lthv European side BSed-ll-Bahr and
Kalld-Bahr. The latter 1s generally
gpoken of as “The Key of the Sea,” or
“The Castle of Hurope." All four forts
have some modern ordnance, the
Aslatle being commanded by 200
Krupp eannon, yet there remain some
anclent bross cannon of lmmense size
l which are capable of hurling stoneshot

1500,  January §6—Treaty. Great
Britain and Turkey. Dardunelles and
Lospliorus eclosed to ships of war of
forelgn  states when the Porte is ut
pence,

1822 —Notificatlon.  Turkey. os-
phorus elosed to merchant ships of
'owers not having treatles,

1820, Octolier T—Treaty, Russla and
Turkey. Trade to be opened to all
friendly powers,

IN20—Beptember 4—Treaty. Russia
and Turkey, Dlock Ben amd  stealts
opened to merchant vessels of Russia,
and to those of all powers at poaee
with the Porte,

IS0, July 15—Conveution. Great
Britain, Austrin, Prussia, Russin and
Turkey, Dardanelles aml Bospliorus
closed to foreign ships of war when
the Iorte 1= at pegoce.

IS, May  8—Convention, Great
Britain, Austrin, [Franee, Prussiy,
Russla and Turkey, Dardanelles and
Bosphiorus closed to ‘foreign slips of
war when the Porte is at peace. Fir
min for Hght vessels of war for serviee
of mlsslons,

1844, Dec. 24—Regulation. Turkey.
Protection of Darvdanelles pnd  Bos-
phorus as to pussage of sitlling vessols
and stenmers through the stralts L
tween sunset nnd sunrelse,

1856, Munrch  30—deneral tronty,
Great Britain, Austrin, France, Prus-
siu, Russla, Sardinia and Turkey, Lim-
Itatlon of Russian and Turkish naval
forces; non-establishinent of military-
maritime arsen:ls,

1871, March 13—Treaty, Great Brit-
aln, Austrla, France, Prussia, Italy,
Itussin and Turkey, Abrogation of
treaty of March 30, 1856, respecting
non-limitation of forces and establish-
ment of arsennls,

Russin's Obligation Largely Moral,

While these docoments distinetly
shut In the Russiun Black Sea fleet, it
has been beld that the obligation of
Russia to live up to the treatles i{s
largely moral, On the other hand, the

the Koynz Potemkin and the Tria
Zviatitelln, nre very speedy ships for
thelr class, hoth belng able to do sevea
teen knots an hour

In addition to the fleet mentioned,
two powerful 13,000 ton battieships—
the Ziatoust and the RErstatl—which
are to have an efghteen-knot spesd, are
belng built, and two protected cruisers,
4 new type for the Black Sea, of 6,045
fons.  with twenty-three-knot speed,
are also heing bullt, These are to be
niwed the Kngul and the Otehakow,
and are part of the new Russtan navial
program, which provides for five 16,
AO-ton bittleships, the largest in the
world—the largest English hattleships
belng 16,350 tons each, and the Con-
necticut elass for the United States but
168K} tons, the nearest approach to
which class are silx French ships of
14,602 tons each,

One advantage the Russlan Rlack
Sent floet possesses over those of other
powers Is the ability of some of the
ships to burn oll.  The Casplan ofl
fields are not =o distant that petrolenm
may not be economleally transported
to the borders of the sen, and, as
agninst conl, the fuel is cheap and
ceonomieally  carried.  Unfortunntaly
in oll tank is not protection to the
Liollers when the ship I8 In actlon; hut
when an 18:inch armor belt girds the
ship the likellhood of a projectile find-
ing 1ts way to the vitals Is rather re-
mote. Yet owing to a deslire for high-
ungle fire, the Russian deslgners have
made ships that are consldered dan-
gerously high out of the water. They
look terrible and fmpressive, but, un-
luckily, they are the best of targets,

Notwithstanding the reported at-
{empts to have this large fleet released,
there are reasons to belleve that at the
present time Russia feels much safer
having it where it I8, for it is no secret
that the ships were bullt with the
single Idea of punishing the “Slek Man
of Europe" soofer or later.—Philadel-
phia Ledgen




