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THAT OLD SWEETHEART OF MINE.

I hare Been a wondrous picture of "that old sweetheart of mine,"
the girl whose soul is fairer than .the world's most sacred shrine;

And the long months seemed nothing, for I heard her softly sigh,
And once more I was her lover in the happy days gone by.

(
And stood there gazing on her a soul from outer space
Gazes through the gates of heaven on an angel's deathless face;
All the world around forgotten; the past a mystic dream;
,wiin me Durning in me and passion supreme.

Every nerve within my being seemed a harp string tuned to love.
Trembling with the music learned from above,

I stood there in the silence with her face close to mine.
And my tired spirit longing for the days that divine.

Slowly fared the shiD of eveninr into BOD ff mffvVtf

Slowly Into darkness faded save mem'ry's holy light;
And the dream of life ended. But the stars of mem'ry Shine
Through the soul's wide-ope- n windows on "that old sweetheart of mine.'
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THE CONSEQUENCE.

HE doctor looked into the wom
an's brave eyes slowly pro
nounced her sentence.

I "The operation must take place with- -

ln a few days or "
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"It may be too late to operate at all."
"And I will get through safely?"
"I hope so."
"You are not sure. You think there

aufc ls a rlskr
?Hbera&: "There always a in every

patlft; operation," he answered evasively.
nd . "Tell me the truth, doctor; I can bear

Powerk It" ' -

sefoL l. The old man looked into the desper-- i
effort; ate eyes and put his hand gently on

?i grim the woman's shoulder,
le nujf; "You are a brave woman. I will tell
ire toot jou the truth. This operation will be
fanjn very serious one in fact, there
In ertn only a chance that you will survive it
under k. But there a chance, and for the sake
. 1$ of you must not lose heart"
egoodt "Couldn't I wait till next month
1 do u Just for a weeks longer? It surely
leep tb would not make any difference if it
;e urn; was postponed till then."
teiem. "My child," the doctor answered, "if

rjtir"w postponed it for a few weeks, for
r then Ten one week, you will lose your one

It Is tli hance of recovery. Besides, you will
eats a "utter such agony that your life win
velj ft unbearable. Let me advise you, and
e in Id .make up your mind to go through it

', immediately."
j . "Immediately?"
I "Within the next few dnvs. Yon

is

must Into the hospital to
prepared it"

alKj i
11,en ne explained the arrangements

lined f he wou,d make for ner, and after lis-- .

,! tening in a dazed, half-stupi- d fashion,
irdlnt

BUzabeth sald "good-by- " to him, and

i tint' wearlly went out ln the cold and dark- -
neB8 ' ecemDer evening,of (t'

elu!
8116 drove a'one in a hansom with

' ear running down her white cheeks,
r b tli

and her neart rebelling at the cruel
amid'' tand Fate that had 80 unsparingly
Iron' eaJt her ma blow' Haa sne Reserved

It? Was this trial sent to her because
she had set one man upon a pedestal

v and worshiped to the exclusion of
itedtl the whole world? Or was it because
Then ahe, like a fool, thrust away with
jtoij laughing eyes the happiness that had
wain been held out to her, and the gods had

loot ' Tiessed it was only a freak, and were
ht '; punishing her because she insolently
not

f Played with the best thing they had to
t. B .give? Six months when David
e o(8, Moore had started to tell her how dear
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was to him. she had stormed him
with a laugh, and warned him that
It would be wiser to wait till he re-
turned from abroad before he decided
that she was the "only in the
world." did not know why she
had done it; when her was
craving for his love, she had coauetted

ud warded him off. But right deep
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why, heart

down she knew that it was for his own
aake, to give nlm a fair chance of see-
ing other younger, more beautiful
women, before she let him tell her that
ahe was the best of all. -

"I'll be back in six months, Eliza-
beth," be aald, holding her hands, tight-
ly, and looking into the sweet gray
yes. "I'll come straight to you. You

will listen to me then; you will then
believe that I am In earnest" And so
be left her.

And now the six months were at an
nd; for that morning a telegram had

come telling her of his arrival in Eng-
land, and to expect to see him ht

he had lived every hour of her life
In these months for David; everything

he "did was for his sake was to
please him. And now, when the time
bad really come, and he would be with

in a few hours, she must gather
t ter strength and send him away

- mta word of love, without a sign
t i iret
It was because the pain had waged

o fiercely through the night that she
determined to go, to a doctor to beg
for something to give her relief, for
the time at least She had gone, and
bad had her sentence pronounced.

Although he had not actually said to,
EUsabeth guessed that even if the did
ttrrlr th operation aba would al

ways be a weak, delicate woman. And
in her great love she decided to bbopI
flee even one hour of lov she could
never bear to be a drag on David, she
must send him away again without ex
plaining the reason.

When she arrived at the house where
she lived in Kensington, she turned
down the lamDB under their red shndM
and told the maid to put more coal on
the fire. She decided to postpone her
preparations of her illness until after
her visitor had gone. She would only
have time now to' prepare herself for
the scene she must go through with
him.

After she had some tea she went to
her room. The frock she had chosen to
wear was lying on the bed. It was a
soft blue silk, and was very simply
made. Quickly she Dut it back into
the wardrobe and took down one that
was Just sufficiently to
be dowdy.

"Molly said I look twenty in blue
ana tnlrty-flv- e in black," she whis-
pered, as she laid it on the bed.

Then she unfastened her hair. She
remembered some one saying, "To part
the hair in the center either makes a
woman look much older or much
younger than she actually is. I think,
Elizabeth, that it makes you look much
older." Taking ud the comb. b1i

fully made a Dartine down the renter
of her head and twisted her hair into a
tight knob at the back.

The reflection that the mirror sent
back to her made her shudder.

Then she put on the dowdy black
frock. Ugh! she did look Dlaln and nd
and commonplace. No man could make
love to a woman who looked like that
And of all men. not David Moore fnr
she knew so well that he liked a wom
an to be good to look at

Having finished her stranarn toilet.
she went down to her sitting room, and
waited.. Fifteen minutes later her vis-
itor came.

Elizabeth saw him start and the sur
prised look In his eyes as she held out
ner nana to him and asked coolly how
he had enjoyed his trip.

"Are you 111, Elizabeth?" he said,
quickly, without answering her, and
looking anxiously at the face that had
changed almost beyond recognition
since'he last saw it"

"No, no! Why should I be ill?"
"You look so white and '
"Old," she finished. "Well, I am six

months older you must remember
since you went away, and I am not the
type of woman who wears well."

"Is anything the matter? Are you
in trouble?"

"What should there be'to trouble
me? I never do anything but have a
good time. I love excitement, and all
that sort of thing."

The man looked as if he was not
sure he had heard aright

"No," Elizabeth continued. "I am
not really different, but you have been
accustomed to fresh young faces late-
ly, and so poor mine seems old and
withered in comparison. But please
don't waste the time in discussing my
appearance. Tell me how you enjoyed
your visit"

"Fairly; but I was so anxious to get
back to London to see you again that
I did not think much about It. You
know why I wished to be here by the
15th, Elizabeth?"

She looked as though she was trying
to remember.

"Darling," he went on, coming close
to her, "you have not forgotten that
you said you would listen to me when
I returned. You know, without any
words, that you are the dearest wom-
an in the world to me, and that I wish
you for my wife."

"Your wife!" she echoed, with a
sneering laugh. "Thank you, no. I
must decline the honor."

"Elizabeth!" and his face went white
as' he held her hands tlghlly, "what do
you mean?"

"Just that," she said. . "I decline the
honor." '

"Then," and he dropped her bands
and turned away, "I had better go. I
was a conceited foal. Forgive me,

My love for you has carried me too
far."

Even in the half-li- t room, Eliza-
beth's face looked strangely white as
she put her hand to her side and lean-
ed back in the cushions.

But she laughed again.
"Ah, it does not matter. You will

forget it as readily as I will. And per-
haps, after all, it was my own fault
But you must always allow for a wom-
an changing her affections. It is a
woman's way, you know."

"No, I did not know," coldly.
"Why not? She may vary her frocks
why not her affections?"
"For heaven's sake, don't talk like

that. You might be a heartless flirt
by your tone."

"I hardly think I am that for your
sex does not . interest me sufficiently.
But I am a woman of the world, and
not a silly, love-sic- k girl."

"I never imagined you to be a silly,
love-sic- k girl, any more than I thought
of you as a 'woman of the world as
you put it. Perhaps It will amuse you
to hear that I was foolish enough to
think you were well, altogether dif-
ferent."

"Yes, it is rather absurd," she an-
swered, driving her nails into her left
hand as she stood un and held out her
right on to him. "Ooodhy. There is
no need to extend this Interview. Be-
sides, I am busy You will
excuse me'

He took her hand and held it tight-
ly, as he looked into the tired gray
eyes.

"Elizabeth, Elizabeth," he whisper
ed, "what does it all mean? Have you
nothing kind to say to me?"

'Yes; forget me as soon as you can.
And you will lose your beauty sleep
if you don't go quickly."

He dropped her hand and went out
of the house.

Her acting had been a success, too
much of a success, for not only had
he gone away with the idea that she
was indifferent to him, but she had
forced him to despise her for her lev-
ity. Yet after all, it was fetter thus;
it would be less difficult for him to
cast her out of his heart

She certainly did look plain. Yet her
appearance had not made any differ-
ence to him. Ah! that look of concern
in his eyes when he asked her if she
was ill. Why couldn't she have told
him? It would have been so sweet to
have had his loving sympathy!

And if her operation was to be as se-

rious, and the result as fatal, as she
feared, was there not some way In
which she might, before it was too
late, wipe out the false Impression she
had made She could not
bear the thought that he would think
bitterly of her afterward. Surely it
would be some comfort to him to know
the truth then. Yes, he must be. told.
She would write a. letter and confess
all. If she lived, It must be destroyed;
if she died, It must be delivered.

"I. have sent you away from me,"
she wrote, "and am now breaking my
heart because I will never look Into
your face 'again. David, I
acted a part to you. I forced myself
to be cold and false. I made myself
a fright to prevent you telling me of
your love. I knew that If you did so
I would not have the strength to re-

sist you. I did not want you to guess
that I cared. I wanted you to think
me a heartless flirt to despise me
anything, rather than you should re-

gret or have a heart-ach- e.

"To-da- y my doctor told me that I
must go under the knife within the
next few days. He said that there
was a slight chance, but in my heart
I know that if I do live, I will be a
weak, sickly woman. But I dop't be-
lieve there is a chance, so I want to
tell you how dear you are to me be-
fore it is too late. I love you as only a
woman can love a man who represents
everything that Is good and strong and
true to her. For nearly two years I
have waited to hear you say what you
said Six months ago I pre-
vented you because I was not quite
sure; I thought It would be wiser for
you to wait until you returned. I
could not realize that the glory of your
love should be showered on me. I
thought it fair for you to see other
women before you offered your life to
me.

"David, I want you to understand
how desperately hard it was to refuse
to listen to you It was the
greatest sacrifice I have ever made In
my life, and I prayed for strength to
do it. My whole being revolted at the
part I set myself to play, although I
felt it was best for you now and af-
terward. Can you forgive me, Da-
vid?"

She then rang for her maid, and, af-
ter explaining about what was to hap-
pen to her, she gave her the letter and
said what she wished her to do with
It

No surgeon can ever be quite certain
to what length a disease .han spread
until he starts to use the knife, and
oftentimes be finds it more or less se
rious than he anticipated.

So it was that when Dr. 8anders
commenced to operate on Elzabeth
Trent he was agreeably surprised to
find that instead of her case being
most complicated, It was merely an
ordinary one.

"She will be all right now, nurse,"
the great surgeon said after the opera

tion. "Fortunately, it has not been so
serious as we feared. It is a decidedly
interesting case, and she will pull
through splendidly with careful nurs-
ing."

It was two weeks later when Eliza-
beth asked her maid if she had de-
stroyed the letter she had given to her
the eve of the operation.

"Destroy it, Miss Elizabeth?" the
woman answered. "I though you said
to post it if you lived.

"Oh, Harmon! You surely have not
sent that letter?"

"Yes, Miss Elizabeth, I have. I
thought you wanted me to destroy it
if anything happened to you, and to
post It If you got safely through the
operation. I waited until last night to
make sure that you did not have a re-
lapse, then I thought it was time."

Before Elizabeth could answer, a
nurse came in with a florist's box In
her hand and a bright smile on heri
face.

"This is for you, Miss Trent" she
said. "Shall I unfasten it?"

Elizabeth cried out in Joyous sur-
prise at the wealth of beautiful flow-
ers with which the box was filled. But
her eyes went beyond them to a letter
that lay partly hidden in their leaves.

"It is from David," she whispered,
ksoftly, as she gazed at the dear, fa-- 1

miliar handwriting. As she opened it
with quick, trembling fingers, the
nurse and Harmon quietly went out
of the room.

"My darling," Elizabeth read. "I
have Just received your letter. Only
half an hour before, I met Mansfield,
and he told me of your Illness. I
thought he must be mistaken, but ha
said his wife had been to see you at
the hospital yesterday. My first Im-

pulse was to go and beg them to let
me see you, but I remembered that
you would not care to have me. Feel- -'

ing deadly miserable, I went back to
my rooms, and there found your letter
waiting for me. Oh, Elizabeth! It
seems too wonderful to be true that
you should love me like that Why,
my dear, you were never more lovable
in my eyes than you were that night.
You looked ill and tired, and I longed
to have the right to take care of you
and shield you from all annoyances.
When I remember the hard things I
said I feel that it will take all my
life, to endeavor to wipe them out.
Elizabeth, almost as soon as you read
this I will be with you. And then '

my atonement will commence." Black
and White.

HOW ZOOS GET WILD ANIMALS.

Bait Used bj Recruiting; Agenta and
Travelers.

Getting recruits for the zoological
parks is not by any means the easiest
thing in the world, though the authori-
ties themselves do not bear much of
the trouble in this connection. The
work is mainly done by travelers and
natives of countries from which the
wild, beasts come, from whom the vari-
ous zoological societies of the world
buy, except when the purchases are
made from professional wild-bea-

dealers.
Some of the latter employ regular re-

cruiting agents, whom they send out
whenever they receive orders which
they cannot execute with stock they
have In band. If the park authorities
order an African Hon of a dealer and
the dealer has not a suitable beast on
hand recruiting lions in Africa begins
at once and continues until a good
specimen has been obtained.

The different methods by which the
various wild animals are captured In
their native state are interesting. Lions
are generally caught by being tempted
to thrust their heads through nooses of
strong cords composed of twisted
hides. Pieces of meat are used for
bait but frequently the hunters have
many days of hard chasing before the
lion can be persuaded to try the noose.
When he does the cords are pulled
quickly around his throat stifling him,
and other stout cords are then bound
around bit legs. Restoratives are then
administered to revive the animal,
whose efforts to free himself from the
noose have brought on exhaustion, and
he Is carried away and put in a special-
ly constructed cage for shipment

Tigers are more savage than Hons
and can rarely be captured when fuM-grow- n.

Recruiting is accordingly car-
ried on among the cubs, the parent
tigers being killed and the young, left
without protectors, being easily caught
The cubs readily accustom themselves
to captivity.

Perhaps the most difficult of all wild
animals to capture is the giraffe, says
the New York Times. In addition to
being very rare, giraffes are exceeding-
ly timid and are very swift-foote-

There Is no special way to capture a
giraffe, as almost every way has been
tried, and all have been almost equally
unsuccessful. The method which has
occasionally resulted in a capture is by
using a long cord, at each end of which
Is a round weight This cord is thrown
by the hunter In such a manner as to
wind around the animal's legs, either ,

onnging h to me grouna or rendering
it incapable of escaping before it Is
made a prisoner. Most of the giraffes
In captivity have been caught by
chance when young.

If a man can't be content nnn
be will never be contented rich.

lftyention
Gravel will shrink eight per cent;

gravel and sand, nine per cent; clay
and clay earths, ten per cent; loam and
light sandy earths, twelve per cent
These figures are useful in making
estimates for such work.

Among the Innumerable experi-
ments with liquid air two are particu-larl- y

curious. .' A ball of India rubber
Immersed in it becomes as brittle as
glass, but a ball of lead, in the same
circumstances, acquires elasticity, and
will rebound like rubber.

French statistics show that a total
of 238,703 horse-powe- r from the falls
of the Alps is now used for generating
electricity. The electric power serves
the following: Aluminum works, 22,-53- 6

horse-powe- r, other metallurgical
factories 20,485; chlorate of potassium
works, 9,000; calcium carbide works,
104,466; sodium chlorate works, 13,-50-

transmission of power and light-
ing, 88,727; various industries, 19,989.

It Is reported from Johannesburg
llittt a iicw and unexpected source of
wealth has been discovered in the ter-
ritory of the late Boer republic. Near
the eastern border of the Transvaal, on
the edge of the lofty South African
plateau, three valuable lodes of tin ore
have been found, and the deposits are
apparently so extensive that predlc-tion- s

are heard that the new colony
may prove to be as rich in tin and
copper as it is already known to be in
gold.

The human body changes its tem-
perature very slightly under any con-
ditions of beat or cold, but a Russian
naturalist finds that the body tempera-
ture of Insects is practically that of the
atmosphere. It usually rises more
slowly than the air, tfiough more rap-
idly when the air is very moist. When
the insect begins to move, the temper-
ature rises rapidly, and may reach
about 88 degrees C. (102.2 degrees F.)
Below --0.5 degrees C. insects remain
motionless, and the wings are not
moved until the temperature reaches
about 12 degrees O.

The latest new form of dirigible bal-

loon, Invented by L. J. Andersen, of
London, has two elongated gas-bag- s

of the same shape and size placed side
by side, like the two hulls of a cata-
maran boat The car is suspended
beneath, being equally supported by
both. . balloons, and the driving pro-

peller is placed behind their rear ends,
and half-wa- y between them. In expe-
rimenting with a model having bal-

loons seven feet long, the Inventor
finds that this form of airship pos-

sesses advantages in steering and in
maintaining a straight course. He is
constructing a full-size- d apparatus
with balloons 70 feet long, to be driven
b a electrlct motor.

After forty years of agitation, led
by Liverpool merchants, the British
government has Just sanctioned the
use of a weight of fifty pounds In
place of the standard "hundredweight"
(112 pounds), and t"

(fifty-si- x pounds). The re--

form was demanded because the im-

mense quantities of cotton, corn, to-

bacco and other American products
landed at Liverpool were calculated by
the sellers in pounds, while the buyers
were compelled to reckon in "hundred-
weights," which did not represent the
pumber of pounds that the name im-

plies. It is claimed that the reform
will save a great amount of time and
labor and prevent many errors. It is
also regarded as an entering wedge
for the introduction of the decimal
system in England.

Against His Convictions.
A respectable-lookin- g man of middle

age applied one night for free lodg-

ings at one of the police stations in
Chicago. "I have tramped all over this
town," he said, "looking for work, and
can't find any."

"I understand they are short of help
at the stock-yards,- " said the desk ser- -

,

geant "You might get a Job there
for a few weeks, anyhow."

"At the stock-yards!- " exclaimed the
other, in a voice trembling with Indig-
nation. "I wouldn't work th,ere foi
fifty dollars a day If I were starving
to death!"

"Why not?"
"Because, sir, I'm a vegetarian."

Temporary Opinion.
, The Fiancee The Idea of his think-

ing that he is unworthy of me.
The Confidante Yes, but you need-

n't argue the matter with hlra. He'll
discover his error In time. Brooklyn
Life.

A Query Auswered.
Laura We have no Infallible for

mula for removing a double chin. Con
suit some man who says he can shavi ,

himself In the dark. Baltimore News

Fragrance ot White Flowers.
Plants with white blossoms have i

larger proportion of fragrant floweri
than any other.

Some women have so much powdet
on them that kissing them must tasta
like the first bite in a biscuit


