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HATTIS TRy

fther younger,

" [HAT OLD SWEETHEART OF MINE.

B n wondrous picture of “that old sweetheart of mine,”

bose soul Is falrer than the world's most sacred shrine;
g months seemed as nothing, for I heard her softly sigh,
more 1 was her lover in the happy days gone by,

g there gazing on her as a soul from outer Bpace
1gh the gates of heaven on an angel's deathless face;

iFld around forgotten; all the past a

¥stic dream;

d love burning in me and its passion all supreme,

fve within my belng seemed a harp string tuned to love,
. with the music learned from Israel above,

there in the silence with her fair face close to mine,

d spirit longing for the days that were divine,

d the ship of evening out Into the sea of night;
darkness faded all save mem'ry's holy light;
am of life was ended. But the stara of mem'ry shine
the soul's wide-open windows on “that old sweetheart of mine.”
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foctor looked into the wom-
sbrave eyes and slowly pro-
jificed her sentence,
iration must take place with-
lays or—"
t?ll
f be too lnte to operate at all.”
&L will get through it safely?”
m'!
not sure. You think there
18 always a risk In every
" he answered evasively,
me the truth, doctor; I can bear

man looked into the desper-

nd put his hahd gently on

8 shoulder,

a brave woman, I will tell

th, This operation wlill be
rlous one—in fact, there is
ance that you will survive it.

8 a chance, and for the sake
amust not lose heart.,'™

IR few weeks longer? It surely
DOt make any difference If it
poned till then.”
ld," the doctor answered, “if
poned It for a few weeks, for
reek, you will lose your one
L OF recovery. Besides, you will
lieh agony that your life will
Fable. Let me advise you, and
your mind to go through it

the next few days. You

B0 Into the hospital to-morrow to

ad for it.”
e explained the arrangements
i make for her, and after lis-
A a dazed, half-stupid fashion,
& sald “good-by" to him, und
went out In the cold and dark-
the December evening
fove alone in a hansom with
ning down ber white cheeks,
heart rebelllng at the cruel
¢ Fate that had so unsparingly
P this blow. Had she deserved
this trial sent to her because
set one man upon a pedestal
hiped him to the exclusion of
ple world? Or was it because
# a fool, had thrust away with
eéyes the happiness that had
id out to her, and the gods had
it was only a freak, and were
Bg her because she insolently
th the best thing they had to
months ago, when David
d sturted to tell her how dear
to him, she 'had stopped him
Rugh, and bhad warned him that
d be wiser to walit till he re-
drom abroad before he declded
was the “only woman in the
Bhe did not know why she
he it; why, when her heart wus
g for his love, she had coquetted
ded him off. But right deep
ihe knew that it was for his own
0 give him a fair chance of see-
more beautiful
, before she let him tell her that
the best of all,
be back in six months, Bliza-

‘be sald, holding her hands, tight.

looklng Into the sweet gray
“I'll come stralght to you, You

Bten to me then; you will then
‘that I am In earnest,” And so

her.
now the six months were at an
or that morning a telegram had

telling her of his arrival in Eng-

nd to expect to see him to-night.

had lved every hour of her life
pe months for David; everything
ld -was for his sake—was to

him. And now, when the time
lly come, and he would be with
a4 few hours, she must gather
strength and send him away
4 word of love, without a sign
Bt
88 because the paln had waged
tly through the night that she
ined to go to a doctor to beg
mething to give her rellef, for
* at least. She had gone, and
l her sentence pronounced,
ugh he had nat actually said so,
th guessed that even If she did
the operation she would al-

ways be a weak, dellcate woman. And
In her great love she declded to sacri-
fice even one hour of joy—she could
never bear to be a drag on David, she
must send him away again without ex-
plaining the reason.

‘When she arrived at the house where
she lived In Kensington, she turned
down the lamps under their red shades
and told the maid to put more coal on
the fire. She declded to postpone her
preparatlons of her illness untll after
her visitor had gone. She would only
have time now to prepare herself for
the scene she must go through with
him,

After she had some tea she went to
her room, The frock she had chosen to
wenar was lying on the bed. It was &
soft blue silk, and was very simply
made, Quickly she put it back Into
the wardrobe and took down one that
was just sufficlently old-fashioned to
be dowdy. .

“Molly sald I look twenty In blue
and thirty-five In black,” she whis-
pered, ns she lald it on the bed.

Then she unfastened Qer hair. She
remembered some one saylng, “To part
the hair in the center either makes a
woman look much older or much
younger than she actually s, I think,
Ellzabeth, that It makes you look much
older.,”” Taking up the comb, she care-
fully made a parting down the center
of her head and twisted her hair into a
tight knob at the back.

The reflection that the mirror sent
back to her made her shudder.,

Then she put on the dowdy black
frock. Ugh! she did look plain and old
and commonplace. No man could make
love to a womuan who looked like that,
And of all men, not David Moore, for
she knew so well that he liked a wom-
an to be good to look at,

Having finished her strange toliet,
she went down to her sitting room, and
walted. Fifteen minutes later her vis-
Itor came,

Blizabeth saw him start and the sur-
prised look In his eyes ns she held out
her hand to him and asked coolly how
he had enjoyed his trip.

“Are you |[ll, Blizabeth?' he sald,
quickly, without answering her, and
looking anxlousiy at the face that had
changed almost beyond recognition
since*he last saw it

“No, no! Why should I be 117"

“¥You look so white and i

“0ld,"” she finished, “Well, T am six
months older you must remember
since you went away, and I am not the
type of woman who wears well."

“Is anything the matter? Are you
fn trouble?"

“What should there be to trouble
me? I never do anything but have a
good time. I love excitement, and all
that sort of thing."

The man looked as If he was not
sure he had heard aright.

“No,"" Elizubeth continued. “I am
not really different, but you have been
accustomed to fresh young faces late-
Iy, and so poor mine seems old and
withered in comparison. But please
don't waste the time in discussing my
appearance. Tell me how you enjoyed
your visit.”

“Fairly; but I was so anxious to get
back to London to gee you again that
I did not think much about it. You
know why I wished to be here by the
15th, Elizabeth?"

Bhe looked as though she was trying
fo remember.

"“Darling,” he went on, coming cloge
to her, “you have not forgotten that
you sald you would listen to me when
I returned. You know, without any
words, that you are the dearest wom-
an in the world to me, and that I wish
you for my wife."

“Your wifel" she echoed, with a
sneering laugh, -“Thank you, no. I
must decline the honor.”

“Hlizabeth!” and his face went white
a# he held her hands tightly, “what do
you mean?"’

“Just that,” she said. “I decline the
honor." /

“Then,” and he dropped her hands
and turned away, “T had better go. I
was a conceited fesl. Forgive me,

My love for you bas carried me too
far."

Even In the half-lit room, Klza-
betl's face looked strangely white as
she put her hand to her side and lean-
ed back In the cushions.

But she laughed again.

“Ah, it does not matter. You will
forget it as readily as I will. And per-
haps, after all, it was my own fault,
But you must always allow for a wom-
an changing her affections., It Is a
woman's way, you know."

“No, I did not know," coldly.

“Why not? 8he may vary her frocks
—why not her affections?"

“For heaven's sake, don't talk like
that. You might be a heartless filrt
by your tone."

“I hardly think I am that, for your
sex does not interest me sufficiently.
But I am a woman of the world, and
not a sllly, love-sick girl.”

“I never Imagined you to be a silly,
love-sick girl, any more than I thought
of you as a ‘woman of the world,' as
you put it. Perhaps it will amuse you
to hear that I was foollsh enough to
think you were—well, altogether dif-
ferent."

“Yes, 1t is rather absurd,” she an-
swered, driving her naills into her left
hand as she stood up and held out her
right one to him.  “Goodby. There in
no need to extend this interview. Be-
sldes, I am busy to-night. You will
excuse me."

He took her hand and held it tight-
ly, a8 he looked Into the tired gray
eyes,

“Hlizabeth, Elizabeth,” he whisper-
ed, “what does it all mean? Have you
nothing kind to say to me?"

“Yes; forget me as soon as you can.
And—you will lose your beauty sleep
if you don't go gquickly.”

He dropped her hand and went out
of the house,

Her acting had been a success, too
much of a success, for not only had
he gone away with the idea that she
was Indifferent to him, but she had
forced him to despise her for her lev-
ity. Yet, after all, it was better thus;
it would be less difficult for him to
cast her out of his heart.

Bhe certainly did look plain, Yet her
appearance had not made any differ-
ence to him. Ah! that look of concern
in his eyes when he asked her if she
was {ll. Why couldn’t she have told
him? It would have been so sweet to
have had his loving sympathy!

And if her operation was to be as se-
rious, and the result as fatal, as she
feared, was there not some way in
which she might, before it was too
late, wipe out the false impression she
had made to-night? BShe could not
bear the thought that he would think
bitterly of her—afterward. Surely It
would be some comfort to him to know
the truth then. Yes, he must be told.
She would write a.letter and confess
all. If she lived, It must be destroyed;
if she died, It must be delivered,

“I.bave sent you away from me,"
she wrote, “and am now breaking my
heart because I will never look Into
your face again. David, to-night I
acted a part to you. I forced myself
to be cold and false. I made myself
a fright to prevent you telling me of
your love. I knew that If you did so
I would not have the strength to re-
slst you. I did pot want you to guess
thnt T eared. I wanted you to think
me a heartless flirt—to despise me—
anything, rather than you should re-
gret or have a heart-ache.

“To-day my doctor told me that I
must go under the knife within the
next few days. He sald that there
was a slight chance, but in my heart
I know that, It I do live, T will be a
weak, slekly woman. But I dop't be-
lieve there Is a chance, so I want to
tell you how dear you are to me he-
fore it 1s too lute. I love you as only n
woman can love a man who represents
everything that Is good and strong and
true to her. For nearly two years 1
have walited to hear you say what you
snid to-night. Six months ago I pre-
vented you because 1 was not. quite
sure; I thought It would be wiser for
you to wait untll you returned. I
could not realize that the glory of your
love should be showered on me, 1
thought it fair for you to mee other
women before you offered your life to
me,

“David, T want youn to understand
how desperately hard It was to refuse
to listen to you to-night. It was the
greatest sacrifice I have ever made in
my life, and I prayed for strength to
do it. My whole belng revolted at the
part I set myself to play, although 1
felt it was best for you—now and af-
terward. Can yon forgive me, Da-
vid?

She then rang for her mald, and, af-
ter explaining about what was to hap-
pen to her, she gave her the letter and
said what she wished her to do with
it.

No surgeon can ever be quite certaln
to what length a disease has spread
until he starts to use the knife, and
oftentimes he finds It more or less ge-
rious than he anticipated.

S0 It was that when Dr, Sanders
commenced to operate on Rizabeth
Trent he was agreeably surprised to
find that, Instend of her case being
most complicated, it was merely an
ordinary one.

“She will be all right now, nurse,”
the great surgeon said after the opera-

tion. “Kortunately, it has not been mo
interesting case, and she will pull
through splendidly with careful nurs-
m&u

It was two weeks later when Eliza-
beth asked her maid if she had de-
stroyed the letter she had given to her
the eve of the operation.

“Destroy it, Miss Ellzabeth?' the
womnn answered. *“I though you sald
to post It if you lived.

“Oh, Harmon! You surely have not
sent that letter?”

“Yes, Miss REllzabeth, I have.
thought you wanted me to destroy it
it anything happened to you, and to
post it if you got safely through the
operation. I walted until last night to
make sure that you did not have a re-
lapse, then I thought it was time."

Before Ellzabeth could answer, a
nurse came In with a florist's box In
her hand and a bright smile on her
face,

“This Is for you, Miss Trent," she
said. *“Shall I unfasten it?"

Ellzabeth cried out in joyous sur-
prise at the wealth of beautiful flow-
ers with which the box was filled. But
her eyes went beyond them to a letter
that lay partly hidden in their leaves.

“It Is from David,” she whispered

millar handwriting. As she opened it
with quick, trembling fiogers, the
nurse and Harmon quletly went out
of the room.

“My darling,” Elizabeth read, “I
have just received your letter. Only
half an hour before, I met Mansfield,
and he told me of your {llness. 1
thought he must be mistaken, but he
snid his wife had been to see you at
the hospital yesterday. My first im-
pulse was to go and beg them to let
me see you, but I remembered that
You would not care to have me. Feel-
ing deadly miserable, I went back to
my rooms, and there found your letter
waiting for me, Oh, Elizabeth! It
seems too wonderful to be true—that
you should love me like that. Why,
my dear, you were never more lovable
In my eyes than you were that night.
You looked i1l and tired, and 1 longed
to have the right to take care of you
and shleld yon from all annoyances,
When I remember the hard things I
said I feel that It will take all my
life to endeavor to wipe them out.
Elizabeth, almost as soon as you read
this I will be with you. And then—
'my atonement will commence,"—Black
and White,

HOW ZOOS GET WILD ANIMALS,

Bait Used by Recruniting Agents and
Travelers,

Getting recrults for the =zoological
parks Is not by any means the easiest
thing in the world, though the authori-
tles themselves do not bear much of
the trouble in this connection. The
work Is mainly done by travelers and
natives of countries from which the
wild beasts come, from whom the vari-
ous zoological socleties of the world
buy, except when the purchases are
made from professional wild-beast
dealers,

Some of the latter employ regular re-
erulting agents, whom they send out
whenever they recelve orders which
they cannot execute with stock they
have In hand, If the park authorities
order an African llon of a dealer and
the dealer has not & suitable beast on
hand recruiting lions in Africa begins
at once and continues until & good
specimen has been obtained,

The different methods by which the
various wild animals are ecaptured In
their natlve state are Interesting. Lions
are generally caught by belng tempted
to thrust thelr heads through nooses of
strong cords composed of twisted
hides. Pleces of meat are used for
bait, but frequently the hunters have
many days of hard chasing before the
llon can be persuaded to try the noose.
When he does the cords are pulled
qulckly around his throat, stifiing him,
and other stout cords are then bound
around his legs, Restoratives are then
administered to reylve the animal,
whose elforts to free himself from the
noose have brought on exhaustion, and
be Is carried away and put In a speclal-
Iy construeted cage for shipment.

Tigers are more savage than llons
and can rarely be captured when fu'l-
grown, Recruiting is accordingly ear-
ried on among the cubs, the parent
tigers belng killed and the young, left
without protectors, belng easlly enught,
The cubs readlly accustom themselves
to captivity.

Perhaps the most difficult of all wild
animals to eapture Is the giraffe, says
the New York Times. In addition to
belng very rare, giraffes are exceeding.
ly timid and are very swift-footed.
There Is no speclal way to capture a
glraffe, ns almost every way has been
tried, and all have been almost equally
unsuccessful, The method which has
oceaslonally resulted in a eapture Is by
using a long cord, at each end of which
is a round welght. This cord ia thrown
by the hunter In such a manner as to

bringing it to the ground or rendering
It Incapable of escaping before it ia
made a prisoner, Most of the giraffes
In captivity have been caught by
chance when young. '

If a man can't be contented poor,
lie will never be contented rich,

serious as we feared. Itis a decidedly |

waoftly, as she gazed at the dear, fa-l

wind around the animal's legs, either

Gravel will shrink eight per cent;
gravel and sand, nine per cent; clay
and clay earths, ten per cent; loam and
light sandy earths, twelve per cent.
These flgures are useful In making
estimates for such work.

1 Among the Innumerable experl.
Iments with liquid air two are particu-
larly curlous. A ball of indla rubber
immersed in It becomes as brittle as
glass, but a ball of lead, in the aame
circumstances, acquires elasticity, and
wlill rebound lke rubber.

French statistics show that a total
of 288,708 horse-power from the falls
|of the Alps Is now used for generating
'electricity. The electrle power serves
|the following: Aluminum works, 22.-
‘536 horse-power, other metdllurgleal;
factorles 20,4856; ahlorate of potassium
works, 9,000; calclum carblde works,
104,466; sodium chlorate works, 18,-
B0O; transmission of power and light-
ing, 88,727; warlous industries, 19,980,

It Is reported from Johannesburg
thal a new aud uncxpeocted
wealth has been discovered in the ter-
ritory of the late Boer republic. Near
the eastern border of the Transvaal, on
the edge of the lofty Bouth African
platean, three valuable lodes of tin ora
have been found, and the deposits are
apparently so extensive that predie-
tions are heard that the new colony
may prove to be as rich in tin and
copper as it is already known to be In
gold, '
| The human body changes its tem-
perature very slightly under any con-
ditions of heat or cold, but a Russian
naturallst finds that the body tempera-
ture of insects is practically that of the
atmosphere. It usually rises more
slowly than the air, though more rap-
Idly when the alr s very molst. When
the Insect begins to move, the temper-
ature rises rapidly, and may reach
about 38 degrees C. (102.2 degrees F.)
Below—0.5 degrees C. insects remaln
motionless, and the wings are not
moved until the temperature reaches
about 12 degrees O.
| The latest new form of dirigible bal-
loon, invented by L. J. Andersen, of
 London, has :two elongated gas-bags
|of the same shape and size placed sida
' by slde, llke the two hulls of a ecata-
maran boat. The car is suspended
beneath, being equally supported by
lhnth balloons, and the driving pro-
peller is placed behind thelr rear ends,
and half-way between them, In expe-
|rimenting with a model having bal-
;]ocmn seven feet long, the inventor
finds that this form of air-ship pos-
sesses advantages in steering and in
maintaining a stralght course, He I8
constructing a  full-sized apparatus
with balloons 70 feet long, to be driven
by a G0-horse-power electrict motor,

After forty years of agitation, led
by Liverpool merchants, the British
government has Just sanctioned the
luse of a welght of fifty pounds in
place of the standard “hundredwelght”
(112 pounds), and “half-hundred-
welght” (Afty-silx pounds), The re
form was demanded because the im-
mense quantities of cotton, corn, to-
baceo and other Ameriean products
landed at Liverpool were cilculated by
the sellers in pounds, while the buyers
were compelled to reckon in “hundred-
welghts,” which did not represent the
number of pounds that the name lm-
plles. It is clalmed that the reform
will save a great amount of time and
labor and prevent many errors. It is
also regarded as an entering wedge
for the Introduction of the declmal
system in England.

aanrna of

Agrinst His Convictions.

A respectable-looking man of middle
age applied one night for free lodg
ings at one of the police stations In
Chieago. “I have tramped all over this
town,” he said, “looking for work, and
can't find any.”

“I understand they are short of help
at the stock-yards,” sald the desk ser
geant. *“You might get a job there
for n few weeks, anyhow." ‘

“At the stock-yards!" exclnimed the
other, in a voice trembling with Indig
nation. “I wouldn't work there for
fifty dollars a day If 1 were starving
to denthl"

“Why not?”

“Becnuse, sir, I'm a vegetarian."

Temporary Opinion.

The Fiancee—The Idea of his think-
ing that he Is unworthy of me,

The Confldante—Yes, but you need-
n't argue the matter with him. He'll
discover his error In time.—Brooklyn
Life,

A Query Auswered.
Laura—We have no infallible for
mula for removing a double ehin. Con
sult some man who snys he can shave
himself in the dark.—Baltimore News

Fragrance of White Flowera,
Plants with white blossoms have s
larger proportisn of fragrant flowern
than any other.

SBome women have so much pov‘rde:
on them that kissing them must taste
like the first bite in a blscuit,




