¢HAPTER XX.—(Continuned.)

guptain Graut, seeing he had the upper

hof kipt 011 :

% have searched far for you, Carol,

s ot Jnst 1 h:n':;.- tound you, WIill you
ith me’?"

;ﬁ“::g “l;um- there flashed neross the

o of the young girl a thought of the
B and the actions of this man toward
e hnd acted as no gentleman
«ld or should act, and she now recoil-
mm him as if from an adder,
eave me, sir” she eried. “1 would
jm to Ty mother, the only one lert
.:r e 16 love—the only :mn_“

A)b, 84y noL 80, Carol,” he exclaimed,

onately, I will confess that 1 be-
(il suit without much love, ns a
ap 0f the world, but I found in you a
_— worth winning and 1 have grown
plore you madly. Bay that 1 may have
I e hope; oh, give ma but the fmm.:.».-t

and 1 will eling to it as a ship-
sneked mariner would to a plank that
i ben thrown within his rench, 1
pew not that you dislikqd me, r'lsir-‘ 1
wuld never have uged my influence with
father to hasten our marringe, Tor-
gife e for the past, Carol, and give me
g it of Lo tor the future. With vour
pe | shonld be able to do much in this
sirlly without it T fewl like a ru:ldm:!uus
nsel, drifting nt the mercy of fate,

His words were eloquent, his acting of
g very finest order, for ke saw what he
Jlsved to be a good chance, and, as
farol whs separated from her lover, hop-
o to.eateh her heart in the rebound; but
she half-fathomed his motives and shrank
fm him us though he were & spirit of
aril,

o[ ean never he more to yon than I am
ww, Captain Grant, My heart is too
gre 10 think of love, Leave me in peace
to return to my mother,” she said, slow-

1Lliil face flnmed and n fierce light shone
1o his eye. It seemed as though he was
empted just then to carry her off even
ggainst her will, but on second thought he
dlsmissed the idea.

“Ag you will, Migs Richmond; your
word Is law to me, Good by untll we
meet again,” and he vanished in the di-
rection the gypsy girl had gone.

CHAPTER XXI,

"It g my wife. This is retribution. My
gin has found me out."

As these words fell from the lips of
Lawrence Richmond he stood as if rooted
to the spot. The woman who lived in
the haunted mdll raised her head prond-
Iy and her eyes were looking into his so
that be found himself gazing specchlesaly
upon the face of that wite whom he had
not seen in all the years that had passed
since he drove her away from him with
curses that were to be so bitterly repent-
ed—curses that were to come back home
to roost—curses that had ever since re
mained in his memory like plague spots,
and which would not be ernsed though at
times they almost set him erazy.

The burnt mortgage was still smolder-
Ing upon the little fire, but he had com-
pletely forgotten It in the excitement still
more intense produced by this astounding
discovery,

He had wronged this woman terribly
in the past, in a manner that had shock-
¢l him whenever he thought of it—for he
bad afterward learned that she was as
linocent as an ange! and had searched for
her, but she could not be found, and the
old doubts erept over his mind again, ob-
senring jt—and in that dread moment he
only saw what a splendid chance for re-
Yenge had come to her,

Should xhe so desire he could crush
bm with a single blow. This was why
the feeling of horror had entered his

rain as he stood there, still elutching her
white wrist 80 fiercely,

Then there flashed upon his mind the
late act and words of the noble woman,
tnd his eyes almost unconsciously were
turned upon the fire where the document
:r;l sl smoldering, though past recov-

"My wife!” he muttered, *my wife
tome back to me from the dend? Oh,
I am dreaming, This {s some horrid
faunting specter, My wite is dead und
I am hor murderer,”

¢ groaned with mental anguish, end
It stirred the woman's heart to its full
9#pth to henr the man whom she had nev-
¥r ceased to love thus exhibit his terrible
nuffering,

"Not 10, Lawrence. You see before you
te unbappy woman who was once your
¥ife, The years have come and gonme
tince last wo stood face to face, years of
tilfering to me, and yet I have patiently
twaited the will of heaven. Perhups
Bete may be more in this meeting than
¥e elther of us imagine.”

S0t dead, not dead,” he muttered,
¥ith hushed breath, as he gnzed eagerly
%0on her, “oh, then heaven has heard my
;‘"l}“‘f‘. He has sent yon to me that the
Mt act of my life should be my atone-
ent o Yon, There, sce me kneoling at
J0UF feot, with the pride, the cursed pride

it ruined my life and yours, trampled
: Wh forever, Oh, ean you forgive mp
O the past, my wretehed mistake which
o A% deplored in tears of hlood ever
1?1 know I do not deserve it. but
 you eonld only forgive me it wonld he
m."“t of an angel. Pity me, pardon

He bad wnnk at her feet in abject mis-
:I”'- His mind was once more cleared of
doubty, She was deeply affected by
* e¥ldence of his contrition, and her
.‘r:! frame trembled, while the tears
“-;elmd down her cheeks.
o neel not to me, Lawrence, for what
e YU committed against me has long,
ll' tince been forgiven, My act of a
Mt ngo proves that I have never

to lave you. Ask the great Mas-
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ter nbove to forgive
to me"

“Ob, woman, over
sinks me into an abyss of shamn I see
myselt 4 fool, g knave, & hrnte, I Hill‘:l
not worthy to toneh the hem of \-:)nr ﬂ-'lr-
ment. May hegven bless _\'uu—'—uu-l ?u -
Kive me” he mopned, '

Bhe made him rise, even nssiste] him
anl, we:nk_ amd trembling, he sank hm'kl
into a chalr, almost ineapable of motion
I'he fierce will, the strong frame, t'h-*_ﬁ:

seemed withered up by the mad force of
this demon remorse,

*Oh, Livwrence,

you, but do not kneol

¥ word yon utter

gl I thank heaven f
bringing us fuce to fnie ngniu,l '1"]];‘,‘::
“']”? me proofs that will dispel all those
(t'.l"l'l.llll' eharges of the past—-"

Peace,” he said, interrapting her, “1
u:uu!nl not look upon one of them ﬁ',r a
king's runsom, Oh, did 1 not find out the
truth for myselt? ' Has it uot been the
consciousness of this that has plereed my
heart like n knife at times, rendering me
almost mad?  Wife, wite, I have atoned
in suffering for my sin,”

“L believe it, Lawrence, What T have
suffered shall remain sealed within my
Iu-:lrll; you :un imugine it; but never will
¥ou ‘hear the story from my Hpgr, "The
most bitter blow of all eame to :mr when
L heard. that in your anger you had ap-
plied for and received the decree of di-
vorce—that I was no longer your wife.”

“It was false, and whoever told you
that willfully deceived you. 1 nevoer ap-
plied for a divarce, never recoived e
Bo far as the law Is concerned, you are
Ay much my wife as you ever were,
though the bitter past can never be wip-
el out—never, and we must ever remain
estrunged.”

“Oh, Father in heaven, I thank Thee
for this mercy. Husband, let us then
try and forget that bitter past. It has
darkened our lives for many years; why
should it shadow our whole fature?' And
she stood before him, a light shining in
her eyes and a flush upon her cheeks that
had not been seen there for muny o day.

Lawrence Richmond seemed dazed,

“Do I hear daright? Are you an nngel
that you ean live down all natural feel-
ing of outraged innocence in the past—
thut you ean kiss the rod that smote you?
Ah! what a soul is there back of this,
a noble, womanly soul, and I am unwor-
thy to receive you, Do not touch me, for
I have done you the worst wrong a man
could do a loving woman, his wife—thrust
you out into the cold world as though you
were accursed,”

“Hush, Lawrence, Let peace reign
between us, and when Carol comes she
will bless our reunion. Poor child, she
has tronbles enough of her own.”

“And 1 am the miserable author of
them, but it heaven spures me 1 will
make the foture speak for itseif. T will
trom this moment cast off the miscrable
clonk that hag hidden and almost stran-
gled what good thoughts were in my
heart, and show a new nature to the
world. My poor wronged wife, wonld it
be too much if I dared to kiss your hand
in token of this new peace and the for-
giveness yon extend to me?"

IPor answer the old lady put her arms
around his neck and held ‘up her face for
him to kiss. He trembled like an aspen
leaf, and then, bending down, gently
kissed her.

The past was healed, the abyse span-
ned, and in the future they could go for-
ward hand in hand down life's decline,
He could make no reparation for what he
had done, but it was enough for her
that he had expiated that wrong in sor-
row and remorse.

They teil us woman’s nature has never
been understood: that it is unfathomuble,
and so it would seem,

I*rom this ealm and joyous eontempla-
tion of the future they were suddenly
aroused by the entrance of Carol, in
tears.

CHAPTER XXIL

“We nre lost!"

Such was the ery that fell from the lips
of Noran Warner as.she realized the
dreadful nature of their situntion,

The great gnte was locked, and Jack
had failed to find the key, Then there
bad come that mocking langh, and, turn-
ing, they had beheld the mad-house does
tor close behind them, his t_"'ll face
wreathed with a demonine smile of tri-
nmph, as they conld readily understand,
and. to cap the climax, the alarm bell
had commenced to ring out its brazen
notes of warning,

The poor girl had suffered so much of
late that her spirits were readily quench-
od, and she believed that all was lost, All
«ho could do was to cling to the arm of
her lover, whe would soon be 80 power-
loss to save her, ag;.l lll.llllk :;s il‘ilrhl.ir!‘ul:}'

vinated at the Gendish doctor,

ru;‘ln::lt“l:[1|:|]tvi,l' tor her she had in Jack u
master mind, one quick to act aud ready
to percelve. He saw at once that tlh'll'"
was only one chanee left for them, In
Jows than five minutes the minjons of ”_lt'
demon doctor would be swooping down
upon_ the spot. 5

o key—search for it.

']‘:gi::»k:‘\‘yurnh fell qoick!y from his ‘"p*
in # honrse whisper, "“'i. of course, were
intended for the girl. His thoughts w24
bent wpon other subjects, and '“"'I'!"“ ¥
like a tiger, ho sprang at the '1‘“'""' call

Nora Warner saw them clinch aml In
heavily npon the earth, and then, \'«rtl:l
mental prayer rm-i h]r-r 1;:;‘.1'. she turne

missing key.
to'.l!;lu;:t.lr::knl:?ld the best of the fight so
far she readily belleved, for the doctor
had been taken rather by surprise, and

2 faney that he was able to
ol :nllwraln.mr tor whose prowess
cope Wit ' great admiration.
#he seemed to have & that the

Besides, it was quite certain T
mad-house doctor would have made

o e st b b e, lwed
. 3 oing s0, and the fact that
be did not gave Nora hope,

Fl_m bhad an indistinet recollection of
having from the grated window of her
cell seen some ong place the key on sey-
eral occasions in a different hole from
that which usnally contained ft, and fwr
thoughts were very busy as she endeavor-
:l to remember where thig receacle

A8,

All At once it seenmied to flash meross
her mind like an inspiration, She.uttered
i .Inw ery of delight and hope, mingled
with fear lest the key should not Le
there, and, springing torward, inserted
lu:r hand in the orifice. 0

Liank heaven, the key was therel
Eagerly she drow it out, All then was
not yet lost. She lost not a socond in
Inserting it in the lock, Tt was & ponder-
ous key for her hands to turn, but excite- !
ment had lent her new strength ang she
wWas a ginnt for the time being. The key
Ill'i'lfl.'ii.. the gate wag open, :

When she vonlized this fact the young
‘oman uttered a cry of joy, and hastily |
tuking out the key inserted it in the lock |
n_msl_do s0 that they counld place a bar-|
rier in the way of pursuit hy locking the |
gate after them, which it must be ndmit-
ted was a very wise move on the part of
the girl. |

Meunwhile, how progressed affairs w ith
Juek? Remembering all the eeneltios he
I'f'd heard of and witnesserd, Jack was
visiting hix just indignation upon the
!p:ld-bmlsn doctor. He had Just about
finished his work when a ery of slarm
from Nora reached his ear, and looking
up he saw in the moonlight three of 1hu1
keepers rapidly bearing down upon them |
from the direetion of the hotse.

Casting the limp and apparently I!l’uloﬂs]
form of the sedly demoralized doctor |
from him, he sprang to his feet. Two
keepers were only o dozen yards away ns |
he bounded throngh the opening while |
Nora held the gate open for him, and no |
sooner did she see that he was safe “han
with all her strength she closed the pon-
derous strueture.

dack was quickly at her side and see-
ing the key in the lock comprehended her
strategy. Just as he turned this the three
keepers on the inside hurled themselves
against the covered gate, but they had
ywen o few seconds too late,

With a laugh Jack hurled the heavy key
far nway among the hushes. Then, hold-
Ing his revolver in one hand and assiste |
ing Nora with the other, he rapidly lert
the spot.,

It would be some time at least before
a regularly organized pursuit could be
started, for they would have to first re-
suscitate the doctor, and Jack chuckled |
to think what a sweet task they wonld
have before them, as he remembered how
black the mad-honse dootor had become
in the face before he was done with him,

The weighborhood of the mad honse
was singularly lonely, not a house being
in sight either up or down the river, but
Jack knew where he wan aiming for, hav- |

w

ing studied the country well when he:
came and before applying for the situa-|

tion.

Along through the denge undergrowth
they made their way, leaving the mad
house further behind them all the while,
but although for a time all seemed going
well, danger was not far away,

Suddenly Nora laid her hand vpon the
arm of her companion and brought him
to a foll panse.

“Listen!" she said, hoarsely.

They stood like etatues for half a min-
ute, their ears on the alert for sounds.
Then Jack recognized a cry as one he
had often heard among the swamps of the
South, It was the long-drawn bay of a
bloodhound. '

The doctor had set loose his dogs,

“Come,"” said Jack, hastily, “let ng fiy,
The doctor himself must be with those
who are In our rear, and, shonld they
come up with us, they would just as soon
let the brutes attack us., Can you run,
Nora ?"

She gshowed him that she could, hnt the
thickets barred their progress consider-
ably. They had the satisfaction of know-
ing, however, that their pursners were no
better off, for they conld hear the impa-
tient noises given vent to by the hounds
as they struggled in leash,

Jack still had his arm atound his com-
panifon, but had long since replaced the
revolver, as he needed his good right hand
to assist him in his passage through the
thickets, and, bexides, he would probahly
have plenty of warning ere the pursuers

came upon them,
(To be continued.)
Blood Spots Foretell Rain.

In the northwest corner of Wilkes
County, Georgla, there 18 n very high
hill, upon the crest of which stands
the old antebellum resldence, known as
the Thomas Barksdale place, In 1856
two friends—Armstead Btokes and
James Henly—had a misunderstand-
ing. One morning Stokes went over
to Henly's home, which was In front
of the Barksdale residence, and asked
Henly to walk out to the road with
him, ns he wished to talk over their
diferences, The two men walked to-
gether till they reached a gate nearly
In front of where the Barksdale honse
now stands. Stokes opened the gnte
and Henly walked through, but with-
out stopplng to fasten the gate. Stokes
quietly but guickly plunged his knife
into Henly's heart. The latter stag-
gered a few steps up a path by the
roadside, fell and expired.

It I#8 now snld by rellable parties,
according to the Atlanta Constitution,
that up to a few years ago whenever
there was n damp spell of weather It
was preceded by a dark spot on the
ground near the gate where Henly fell
and met his death, and when the
wenther 18 clear and dry the spot dis-

appears,

It is ever true that he who does noth-
ing for others does nothing for himself,

Improved Nest Boxes,

The accompunylng drawing repro-
duced from Orange Judd Farmer, illus-
trates very well the improved nests de-
slgned and successfully used by Wil
Ham Proctor, of Essex County, Mass,
They are very easlly made and the
plan of construction Is as follows:

|Take three boards, one inch thick by

12 inches wide, and of any conyenlent
length,
enough apart to admit of two nests
slde by side,

Strips two Inches wide and one inch
thick, represented In the dlagram as
b b, are nalled across both top and
bottom to hold the uprights In place
and make the frame firm. Supports
for the nest boxes are wires, desig-
nated by ¢ ¢ In the diagram, and to
put them In place holes are augered
through all the boards, which Is best

2

PRACTICAL NEST BOXES,

done before the rack Is put together.
Strips might well be used In place of
the wires and would glve additional
strength. If wire Is used, It will prove
mogt satisfactory If kept tight.

The nest boxes are made of one-half
inch lumber. They are 111§ {nches
wide, 12 Inches long and five inches
deep. The bottom 18 made to project
slx Inches, providing a step for the
hens to alight on. The space above
the boxes woull depend partly on
the breed of poultry, but with boxes

| ive Inches high a 14-Inch space be-

tween wires will be sufelent. The
improved nest boxes have the advant-
age of being light, easlly made and
readily cleaned. .

Rabbita in Apple Orchards.

One of the Incldents and expenses
of orcharding on a large scale Is the
constant warfare necessary to wage
on rabbits so likely to work great
destruction to young apple trees.
Wellhouse & Son, of Topeka, Kan.,
for their orchard in Osage County,
used a carload of lnumber on the con-

—F
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EFFECTIVE RARBIT TRAP,

struction of 1,700 rabblt traps. For
four orchards they have 2,000 traps.

These traps consist of a box 22
Inches long, made of ordinary 6-inch
lumber, 1 Inch thick, closed at one
end, and with an Inwnard swinging
wire gate, a, In the other end, which
is shut by contact of the rabbit with
a trigger, b, after he has fairly en-
tered and taken the bait at ¢. About
4 feet of lumber and 4 feet of No. 12
galvanized iron wire are consumed In
the making of each trap, which costs
complete from 123 to 15 centn, This
trap, as now cohstructed, Is consld.
ered well-nlgh perfect, cost and effi-
clency conslidered, and Is the result
of twenty wyears of experimentation
in making traps, and studying the na-
ture and bablts of the rabbl.—Farm
nnd Home

English Tobacen.

It & not generally known that tobae.
on I8 grown somewhat extensively in
severnd distelets In England, 8o also
A Indinn earn, The grent bar to supe-
vess (o the eulture of the tobaceo plant
during recent years Is the want of the
gun, but 1t 18 a fet that many clgars
smoked In London are formed of mn-
terinl grown within a radius of forty
wiles from Bowbells,

Minnesotn Duiry Figures,

The report lssued of the State dafry
and food departiments shows that the
681 creameries of Minmesota  which
have been Inspected durlng the past
season consume every day 5,400,000
pounds of milk. The figures for the
year show that 75,000,000 pounds of
botter are produced by these creamers
les and sold for $17,0500,000, of which
$12,500,000 went directly Into the pock-
ets of the patrons of the creameries,
Tha 681 creameries are furnished with
milk by 420,000 cows out of the 910,

The boards are placed far|
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A Blg Graln Farm,
Oklahoma clalms to have the larg-
est farm in the Southwest. It Is the
101 ranch in the Powea reservation,
and I8 so big that it 1s necessary to
Dlant gseveral varletles of whegt In it—
one of which ripens several days Iater
than the other—in order that all of
them may be harvested at thelr prime.
On this farm the wheat fields are of
one thousand acres each, the cattle
pastures are of one thousand to 1,500
acres each, and pasture gix thousand
bead annually, the corn rows are one
and a half mliles long, requiring five
hundred mules and three hundred men
to handle the crop, and it takes thir-
ty self-binders three weeks to cut the
wheat erop and a dozen or more steam
threshers forty days to thresh it
There arve fifty thousand acres in the
ranch,

Possibilities of Poultry Business.

The next thing in New York may
be an egg corner. The eggs laid in
the United States every year by hens
are worth fully §145,000,000, The poul-
try sold brings $180,000,000. To haul
to market all the eggs that all the
hens lay every year would take a traln
of cars 866 miles long, This would
reach from Washington to Chleago,
where everybody ents one egg a day,
or a total of 2,000,000,

The great Amerlcan people are only
beginning to realize what a boon they
have in the great American hen, and
they are cultivating ber and her pro-
geny, They are providing incubators
to raise her little ones that she may
not be Interrupted in her work of de-
livering the dally egg for the dalily
consumption of not only the Chicagoan
but all other townsmen—New York
Commerclal,

Fine Potatoea in Maline.

“I doubt if any of you people down
here in Washington ever saw any-
thing llke the sort of Irlsh potatoes
that we ralged in Maine this past sea-
son," sald Mr. A. C. Gardiner, of the
Pine Tree State.

“We have one county—Aroostock—
that 18 the banner potato county of
the Unlon, and this year it broke all
its previous records in the production
of the Murphys. Don't set me down
as a4 retaller of romance when I tell
you that I saw among a number of
ginnts grown there one specimen that
weighed four and a half pounds, Plen-
ty of three-pounders were in evidence,
and the blg ones were just as palata-
ble and luscious as those of smaller
size."—Washington Post.

New Bugar Plant,

The Agricultural Department Is In-
quiring Into the statement of Consul-
General Guenther that a new plant bas
been discovered In Bouth America that
promises to supplant the sugar cane
and the sugar beet. The plant contnins
a large amount of smeccharine matter
and a high percentage of natural sugar
properties which are easy to extract.
It 1s sald to be easily cultivated In
climates llke those of the southern por-
tion of the United States. According
to experiments made by the discoverer,
the director of the agrlenltural Insti-
tute of Asunclon, this plant ls sald to
yleld a sugar which I8 from twenty to
thirty times ns sweet as ordinary cane
or beet sugar.

Wide and Narrow Tires

At an experiment station It has been
demonstrated that it requires 40 per
cent more power to draw a lond on a
wagon with 1%-inch tires than one
with a 8-nch tire. With n Baldwin
dynamometer careful tests were made
with a loaded wagon drawn over blue-
griss sward. In a wagon welghing
1,000 pounds it was found that a load
welghing 3,272 pounds could be drawn
on wide tires with the same force re-
quired to move 2,000 pounds on nar-
row tires. Moreover, the wide tires
dld abt Injure the turf, while the nar-
row ones cut through it

Water for Horses,

Horses require a  conslderable
amount of water dafly, the quantity
varying with different seasons of the
yvear, the amount of work performed,
ete, The time of watering, whether

Hittle lmportanee and, genernlly spenk-
ing, muy be regulnted to sult the con-
venfence of the feeder. Horses he-
come used to elther method of water-
Ing, and Irregulnrity should be avold-
e, as sudden changes are apt to prove
disturblog,
Pign Eat Charconl.

It is said that charcoal Is n very
viluable hyglenle agent for plgs. It
fa n corractive, and acts na a prevent-
Ivee agninst varlons disenses avising
from disordered digestive organs, If
kome charcoal, or even nshes, are put
in the plgsty, the plgs will soon sho
they Hke it. ‘

The Farm Surpins,

The farm surplus should never he
#old In s origlun! condition If It ean
be clanged to something else with
profit. Hay, when fed to dairy cows,
and only the butter is sold, leaves a
portion of the profit on the farm, as
the butter i derived mostly from the
nir, and it Is to this fact thut cream-
erfes which return the skim milk and
whey to thelr patrona have done much
to increase the fertility of some furms
by rendering the manure of the farms

—(oethe.

000 ecrws In the Btate.

more valuable

before or after feeding, 18 o matter of ©
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