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Mr. Hardy suld esrnestly, and ronsing
hims=elf at the thought, *I must go up
and break it to your mother, though how
I shall do so I Loow not, Do you give
what orders you like for collecting our
friends,  Fivst, thongh, ler us question
When was it?*

“Last night, signor, ot eleven o'vloek, 1
had just Jain down in my hat, and 1 no-
ticed that there were still lights down-
wtairs wt the house, when, all of a sud-
den, I heard o yell as of a thousand
fiends, and I knew the Indians were up-
on us, I knew thot it was teo late to
fly, but I threw myself ont of the win-
dow, and lay Hlat by the wall, as the In-
dinns burst i, There were eight of us,
and I closed my ears to shut out the
sound of the others' cries, Up to the
houvse, too, T could henr serenma and some
pistal shots, and then more serenms un
eries,  The Indians were all vound, ev-
evywhere, uod 1 drended lest one of them
should stumble up against me, Then a
sidden glare =hot np, and I knew they
wore firing the house, After a time all
beenme quiets but T dared not move till
dayleght, "Then, looking ahont me care-
fully, T eoull see no oue, and 1 jumped
up and never stopped running unti] yon
mer me,”

Mr. Hardy now went up te the lionse
to break the sad tidings to his wife.
Charley ovdered eight peons to snddla
horees instantly, and while they were do-
ing so0 he wrote on cight leaves of his
pocketboolk: "The Mercer's house destroy-

od lust night by Indians; the Mercers
killed or careied off. My sister Ethel
with them. Meet at Mevcer's as soon as

Sewd this note nround to all

"

possilile,
peighihors.'

Oue of these alips of paper was given
to vnch peon, sand they were told to ride
for theie lives dn different divections, for
thnt Miss Brhel was enrrled off by the
Indians, This vens the first inthmation of
the tidings that fad derived, and a per-
Toet chorns of lamentptions arose from
the women, aml of execreations of rage
from the men,

Mr., Hordy agd the boys kept up ns
well as they """?.li- in order to Inspire the
wmaother and sister with hope during their
absence, aml with many promises to
bring their migsing one back they gallop-
ol olf,  They woere seareely out of the
gnte when they saw thelr two friends
Trom Canterbury coming along atp full
gnllop,  Both were armed to the testh,
anid evidently prepared for an expedition,

An exclamntion of rage aud sorrow
burst from them all, as only & portion
of the chlmney and a charrad post or two
showed where the Mercer home had
gtood.  The huts of the peons had also
disuppeared: the young trees and shrubs
arvound the house were scorchied up and
burmed by the hent to which they had
been exposed, or hid been broken off
from the apivit of wanton mischief,

With elinehed teeth and faves pale
with rage and anxiety, the party rode
past the site of the hots, seattered roumd
which were the bodies of several of the
murdered peons,  They halted not until
they drew vein and leaped off in Tfront of
the house iselrl,

In hnlf an hour they weoere nble to say
with tolerable cevtainty thut no httman
Beings hind been burned, for the bodles
coulid not have been wholly consumed in
such o speedy contlngration.,

“Perhaps they hnve all been taken pris-
oners,” abert suggested, as with o slgh
of relief they coneluded their search, and
turned from the spot.

Not as yet cotld they sce into the
ditch. At ordinary thoes the fence wonld
have been gn awkwned place to elimb
over; now they hardly knew how they
serambled over, and stood by the side of
the diteh,  They looked down and Mr,
Hardy gove a short, gasping ery, awl
cnnglit ot the fouce for support,

Houdiled Illul’lht'l' in the ditch wna a
pile of dend and nmong  them
peeped out a piece of o female  dress,
Anxious to relivve thelr friend's agoniz.
Ing suspense, the yonng men leaped down
dnto the diteh and began vemoving the
upper bivlies from the ghastly pile,

First were the two men employed in
the house; then canne My, Moereer; then
the two children amd an olid woman ser
v, below them were the bodivs of Mrs,

Lioidies,

Muercer snd her brother.  There were no
word,  Ethel wig not among them,
Chinvley  and Hobert tavmed  toward
ench other nnd sy into tears of thank-
Tolness and foy The suspensp had ben

and Flubert
Jolt o siek and fodor that he was Toreed
tn dowinn for awhile, while Charley
wonl forward to the othrs,  The was ter
ribly Viscovery of the
mntder of the entive porty, as they hagl
cherished the hope thar Mres, Mercer at
least wonld bave been carvied off,  Ax,
however, she hnd been mordered, while
it was pretty evideut that Ethel hnd been
spared, or her body wonld have been
foumd with the others, it was supposed
thut poor Mrs, Mercer hud been shot ae-
cidentally, pechaps in the endeavor to
aave her children,

The bodies wore now taken from the
diteh and Tuid side by side until the oth-
or settlors should areive. It was not long
before they began to assemble, riding up
In Hetle gronps of twos and theees, Wnge
and lndignation were upon all theie faces
at the slght of the devastated house, and
their feelings wore redoubled when they
found that the whole of the family, who
were 8o Justly liked and esteemed, were

ahinost too wueh for them,
T

shockeld nt the

doend, The Edwards and the Jamiesons
wore pmong the earliest artivals, bring-
jng the gaucho Martines  with them,

Perez, too, shortly after areived from

Out on the Pampas.g

By 1, A. HENTY
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CHAPTER XTIL.—{Continued.)
W will, Chinrley; wo will, my boys,”
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(C‘anterbury, he having been out on the
farm when his master left,

A grave wis dug in the center of the
gpnee ouce occupied by the house, In
this the bodies of Mr, Mereer and his
fomily were lnbd, Amnd Mr, Hardy huav-
ing solemnly pronounced sneh parts of
the burial serviee as he remembered over
them, nll standing by bareheaded, nnd
stern with suppressed sorrow, the earth
was filled in over the spoywhere a father,
mother, brother and two children lny to-
gether,  Another geave was at the same
time dug near, nnd in this the bodies of
the thmee servants whose remains had
been found with the others were laid,

By this time 4t was 11 o'clock, nnd the
number of those present had reached
twenty, The greater portion of them
wore English, but thete were also three
Germans, 8 Frenchman and four guu-
chos, all ncenstomed to Indinn warfare,

Bach man, with the exeeption of the
young Hardss, who had their Colt's car-
hines, hud a long rifle: in addition to
which all had pistols—most of them hav-
ing revolvers, the use of which, since
the Hardys had first trlod them with
such deadly effect upon the pampas, had
hecome general among the Englsh set-
tlors.  Neaorly all were young, with the
deep sunbuined hue gained by exposure
oh the plalns, Xy v5 siMn bad his poncho
—4 sort of native blanket, used either
as & clonk or for sleeping in at will—
rolled ap before bim ou his saddle, It
woulil huye heen difficult to find a more
gerviceable looking set of men; und the
expression of their faces, as they took
thieir lost look at the grave of the Mer-
cors, boded very Il for any Indian who
might fall foto their clntehes,

J CHAPTER X1V,

There was no ditticulty in tollowing the
tracks.  Mr Mereor hod pogsessed near-
Iy n thousand cuttle auil five thonsand
sheep, and the ground wae teampled in
a broad, unmistakahle line,  Ones or
twice Mr. Hardy cousulted his compass.
The trail ran sonthwest by woest,

At nightfall there was a genernl un-
rolling of ponchos, and soon afterward
only sleeping figures conld be seen by
the dim light of the smoldeving fire, Mr,
Hardy, indeed, was the only one of the
purty who did not fall to sleep. Thoughts
of the events of the lnst twenty-four
honrs, of the best couvse to be adopted,
and of the heavy responsibility upon him-
self as leader of this perilons expedition,
prevented him from sleeping. IHe heard
the wateh ronse the rvelief and lay down
in their places, In another half hour he
himsel! rose, and walked out toward the
sentry.

It was a yonng man opmed Cook, one
of the new settlera to the east of Mount
Pleasant.  “Is that yon, Mr. Hardy?*
he nsked, as he approached. "1 was just
coming in to wake youn,"

“What is it, Mr, Cook 7

“It strikes me, sir, that there is o
strange light away to the southwest, 1
huave only noticed it the last fow minutes,
and thought It was faoey, but it gets
more distinet every mipute.”

Mr. Hardy looked out anxlonsly into

the gloom and quickly perceived the ap-
pearance that his friend allnded to, For
n minute or two he did not speak, and
then, s the light evidently incvonsed, he
snid, nimost with a groau, “It is what 1
feared they wonld do; they have set the
prairie on fire,  Yon need not keep wateh
any longer, We nre ns much separated
from the Indians as if the ocean divided
us."
[ Cook gave the two wshort whistlea
| ngresd upon to recall the other men on
guard, nnd then returned with Mr, Hardy
to the rest of the party. Then Mr, Har-
dy roused all his companions, Every man
leaped up, vifle in hand, believing that the
Indinns were approaching.

“We must be up and doing,” Me, Har-
dy snild cheerfully; “the Indiaus have
fived the panmpas,”™ X

There waa a thrill of apprehension In
the bosom of many present, who huad
heard terrible neconnts of prairie fives,
but this spesdily subsided at the calm
munner of Mr. Hardy,

“Whe Are,” he snid, “may be tén miles
away yet. I should say that it was, hut
it is dllenlt to judge, for this grass does
not home very high, anid the smoke deifts
| hotwoeen it and us. The wind, fortunate-
{1y, In lghe bue it will be liete in little

over halt an hour. an\', let the four
| gnnchos attend to the horses, to see they
| do not stampede, The rest form o line a
conple of yards apaet, and pull up the
grasa by the roots, throwing It Lehinl
them, =0 ne to leave the ground clear
The wider we can make it the better,*

All fell to work with hearty zeal, Look-
ing over their shonlders, the sky now
nppesrsd on lire, Plickering, tongnes of
fame seemed 1o strugele upwird, Thore
was an occasional sound of feet, as herds
of deer flew by before the donnger,

“How far will it go, papa, do you
think 7" Hubert asked his father, next to
whom he was at work.

“1 should say that it wonld most likely
stop at the stream where we halted to-
day, Hubert, The ground was wet nnd
boggy for some distance on the other
ﬁil]t'."

The horses were now getting very res.
tive, and there was a momentary panse
from work to wrap ponchos round thele
heads, no as to prevent thelr seelng the
glave,

The fire conld not have bhean more than
three milea distant, when the space clear.
ed was as wide as Mr, Hardy deemed
necessary for safety. A regular noise,
something between a hiss and a roar, was
plainly andible; and when the wind lifted
the smoke the flames could be seen run-
| ning along in an unbroken wkll of fire,

Birds flew past overhead with terrified |
cries, and a close, hot smell of burning |
was very plainly distinguishable.

Starting about half way along the side
of the eleared piece of ground, Mr. Har-|
dy set the dry grasa alight. For a wo-
ment or two it burned slowly, and then, |
fanned by the wind, it gained force, and |
spread in a semi-cirele of flame,

The horses were already unpicketed,
and half of the party held them at &
short distance in the rvear, while the rest
stood in readiness to extinguish the fire
if it erossed the cleared space.

Over and over again the fire ¢rept par
tinlly mcross—for the clearing had been
done but roughly—but it was speedily
stumpead ot by the heavy loots of the
wntehers,

The speetnele as the fire swoept away
before the wind, was fine in the extreme.
The party seemed inelosed betweéen two
walls of fire, The main conflagration
was now fearfully close, burning flukes
were already falling smong them, and
the sound of the fire was like the hiss of
the surf upon a pebbly beach.

“Now.," Mr. Hardy sald, *forward with
the lLorses. Every one to his own ani-
mal, ut your ponchos over your own
heads ns well as your horses.”

In another minute the party stood clus-
tered upon the Llack and smoking ground
which the fire they had kindled had
swept clear. There, for five minutes, they
remained without moving, nnscorched hy |
the raging element around them, but
hult-choked with the smoke,

Then Mr. Hardy spoke: “It is over
now. You can look up."

There wns n general expression of as- |
tonishment as the hends emerged from
their wrappers, mnd the eyes recoversd
sufficlently from the effects of the bllnd-
Ing simohe o lovk reunmd, Where nd the
fire gone? Where, indecd! “The main
conflagration had swept by them, bad
divided In two when [t  reached the
ground already buornod, and thesa ool
numns, graewiog forther and further asun-
der a3 the newly kindlod ire had widen-!
o, were already for awny to the right
and left, while beyond and berween them
was the fire that they themselves had
kindled, now two miles wide, and alveady
far in the distance,

The fires in the pumpns, although they
frequently extend over a vast tract of
conatry, are seldom fatnl te life, The
grass taroly ottains a height execeding
threa feet, and burns out almost ke so
mueh eotfon. A man on horseback, hav-
ing mo other method of escape, can, by
Windfolding his horse and wreapplng his
own faee in o poncho, ride Tearlessly
thtongh the wall of fire without damuge
to horse or rider,

At daybreak they were soon in the sad-
dle and on thelr way. They had many
nn hour's vide hefore they eame upon the ‘
trall  They followed it all that day. To-
wards sundown owe of the gauchos told |
My, Iardy that he knoew that ot a short |
distance further to the west there waa a |
spring of water much used by the In-|
dinns. Finding that it wae not more
than half an hour's ride, Mr, Hardy, nf-|
ter o brief consultation, determined to
go over thera to water the horses and
breakfast, hefore retracing their foot-
steps neross the hurned prairie, |

In a Uttle over the time named they
came to a small pool of bright water,
from which a little stream issued, run-
ning nearly due north peross the plain,
After drinking heartily themselves, and |
filling the water skins and kettle, the
horaes were allowed to drink; and Dash
plunged in with the greatest delight,
emerging with his usual bright chestant
eolor, wherens he had gone into the!
witer perfectly black, I

After he bad come out and shake him-
self, he commenced hunting about, anif- |
fing 8o violently that Hubert's attention
wis attracted,  Presently the dog ran
forward a few paces and gave a shurp
bark of pleasnre, und Hubert, rnning
forward, gave so loud a cry that all the
party rushed up.

Hubert could not speak, There, Linlf
buried in the ground, and pointing west,
wad an Indinn arrow, and round the
head was twisted a piece of white ealico,
with little blue spots upen it, which My,
Haurdy instantly recognized ns a plece of
the dress Kthel had worn when she loft
home,

"Oh, papn, papa,” cried Hubert, "1
koow this arrow!"

“Know the arrow!" he repented.

“Yew, T am quite, quite sure 1 know [t.
Don't yon remember, Charley, the day
that thoke wounded Indians started, nw
we were taking the quivera down to them
I noticed that one arrow had two feuth-
ers which I had never seen before, and
could not guess what bird they camo
from. They were light blue, with a crim-
son tip. 1 polled one off ta compare It
with my others, It is nt home now, 1
remember that 1T chose the one T did Le-
entise the other one had two of the ltile
side feathers gone,  This e the feather,
I ean almost u:rh'!:l"]}‘ dm-lnro. .Hl'.l-] Fon
soe the fellow is gone, That arrow le-
longs to one of the men we rocovered,”

All crowded ronnd to examine the fr-
row, and My, Hurdy sald  solemnly:
*Thaok God for His merey. o has de-
elded onr way now. TUndoubtedly, as
Hubert says, one of the men we nlded
i« of the party and wishes to show L
gratitide. 8o he has managed to got a
piece of Ethel's dress, and has tied it to
this arrow, hoping that we should recog-
nize the feather. Thank God, theras s
no more doubt, and thank heaven, too,
that Hthel hus at least one friend neur
her,”

All was now joy and congratulation,
and Hubert rubbed his hands and said
trinmphantly: *“There, Charley, yon were
always chaffing me and wanting to know
what was the good of my collection, and
now you see what was the good, It has
put us on the right trail for Bthel, and
you will mever be able to laugh at me
about my collection again,"

{To be continued.)

The State of New York has more
savings bank deposits than Austrig-
Hungary, France or the Unlted King
dom.
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Advertising Did It

He didn’t have a dollar; he didn’t
pave a dime. His clothes and alm?a
were looking just as though they’d
gerved their time. He didn’t try to
kill himeelf to dodge misfortune’s
whacks. Instead, he got pome ashes
filled five dozen sacks, Then,
next he begged a dollar. In the paper
in the morn he advretised tin pclish
that wonld put the sun to scorn, He
kept on advertising, snd, just now,
enflice to eay, he's out in Cailfornia at
his cottage on the bay.—The Lyre.

Confesslon,
“Do yon make much out of your li-
brary work?'' asked the inguisitive |

rson.
Pﬁ"‘n‘ea, replied the man who scribblea

occasionally, "*much more out of it than
1 do in it,

Canada Is Bullding Railroads.

The number of miles of railroad
completed in the Dominion of Canada
is 18,868, an increase of 574 miles over
the previous year.

The Inference Obvious.

District Attorney Jerome tells of a
prisoner recently brought to a Harlem
police station whose condition was so
uncleanly that he was advised by the
desk sergeant to take a bath.

““‘What!"’ exclaimed the hobo, indig-

pantly, ‘‘me go into the water?"’

“@ertainly; you need it. How long
is it since you had a bath?"’ |

The hobo grinned, *‘I never wasar-
a'\";'E’n.i\-‘l ‘IJUII.UIUa”—':\'Uw York Times,

He Knew One. .

“I have here,”’ said the industriouns
book agent, “‘a volume which is es-
pecially helpful to buginess men. I'm
cortain it wonld benefit yon ii"'—

“Can you mention any businessman
it has benefitted?’’ broke in the skep-
tical one in the office chair.

“‘Sure. There's me, for instance.
I pet a big commiesion.’"—Kansas City
Journal.

Woman Glven Plece of Honor.

Mra. James R. Hopley of Bucyrus,
0., is the only woman who has been
given a p acs upen the centennial pro-
gram comwemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the admission of Ohio to the
union. The theme of her address will
be ““The Value of Good Women in In-
flnencing Civilization." Mrs. Hopley
is & former president of the Ohio Fed-
erated Clubs,

(reat Demonstration.

““They say when the great pianisl
pleyed in this town the reople went
wild," 1emarked the comedian.

*“They did the same when I played,"
remarked the young lady who blows
the cornet,

““Were they demanding that you
come back?"

‘'No, they were demanding thaeir
money back."

Not So Warm,

“I say, Miss DeWitt,"”” remarked
yonng Sapleigh, “‘youh wesplendent
beauty sets me bwain on fiah, doncher
know."

““Never mind, Mr. Sapleigh,” re-
plied Miss DeWitt, *‘the conflagration
will be too insignificant te neceesitate
the calling out of the fire department.

The Camera's Eccentricities,

“‘All nature is beautiful,’ said the
enthusiast.

‘I used to think so,' answered the
young man with discolored fingers,
“But since I took up amateur pho.
tography I begin to have my doubts,”
—Washington star,

"It is a pity,” said Qoeen Alexan-
dra to the late Bishop of London, one
day, “‘that women are not as devoted to |
the birds in the air as they are to the
bitds in their hats.’” I

|
Queen Alexandra’s Epigram. ‘

Relerson Machine Co.
SUCUESSORS TO JOHN rOoOLE, |
g Foot o!li\lnrﬂnon St., Portland, Oregan, |
"arsony Hawkeye, Automatlo, Sell Foed
Faultless Stump Puller, 100 h‘nrm- mwr-tre H-?ﬁ{
two hernen.  Buckeye Sawmill Mag \inery, En-
ines and Noflers, "Ell and r-lll'xnulv Gnsoline

‘ngines. Write vs when In want o
in macbinery linw saything

PIMPLES

"Ny wife had plmples on her
she hias been takin C?\:-in'alu-:'k's ::Set' hl::L;‘
Bave all disappear 1 bud been troubled
with m\nnl.mnu:.m for some sime. but afier k-
lng tho firss Cascaret I bave had no 1r6ubll
Fith this aliment, We eannot syonk too high-
Iy of Cascarets, ' FRED Waltaan,

708 Germantown Ave., Philsdelphis, Pa

CANDY
CATHARTIC

TRADE MARR REOISTERED

100 S,
«. CURE CONSTIPATION,
Weriiog Remedy Compasy, Chisagn,

Meatreal, Naw Tork. M4

NO-TO-BAC %ia ararisnets, yae

| weeks—and saved me from an

_‘[ _-r. N. U,

Mrs. Emmons, saved from
an operation for Ovaritis, foy
how she was cured by Lygiy p
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compoupg,

“I am so pleased with the re
obtained from Lydia E. Pink
vsgeta.b{ie Con.pﬁuml that |
o duty and a privilege to w
about it, . e : tite yo

‘*I suffered for over flve yey
ovarian troubles, causin,g ?n'lnt:
pleasant diuchn.rfe‘ A& great wenk
and at times a faintness would omy
over me which no amount of mediclp,
diet, or exercise seemed to g
Your Vegetable Compound found
weak spot, however, within a fuy

sults
hnm’}

operation —all my troubles hud g
appeared, and I found myself gpy
more healthy and well. Words fa| 1
describe the real, true grateful fesl;
that is in my heart, anﬁ I want to
every sicle and suffaring sister, Dogy
dally with medicines you know noth,
ing about, but take Lydia E, Pink,
ham's Vegetable Compound, ay
take my word for it, you will bey
different woman in a short time"~
Mgs, LAURA Essoxs, Walkeryillp, Oy
— 36000 forfelt if original of ubove lutter procig
ganulneness cannot bo produced,

Don’t hesitate to write to Mr,
Pinkbham if there is anything
about your case which you dy
not understand. She will fregs
you with kindness and her ads
vice is free. No woman ever re

etted writing her and she hag

¢lped thousands, Address i
Lynn, Mass,

ALCOHOL, OFIUM,
TOBACCO USING#
WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE

First and Monigomery Sts., Port/and, Ore.
Telephone, Main 394,

——

PORTLAND, OREGON
CONDUCTED BY THE CONGREGA-
TION OF THE HOLY CROSS AND

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNIVER-
| SITY OF NOTRE DAME.

Standard Academic four-year Courses ln
Classics, English and Sclence, One-year
and four-year Commercial Courses,
|l Regular Collegiate Coursesin Classics, Eng-
lish, General Science, History and Econom- |
[} ics, Finance and Commerce, Civil Engineer-
[[ing, Mechanical Engineering and Electricl
Engineering.

The scholastic year, begin-

nlnqu#l. 7, 1903, ends June

16, |9,

[

|

|

‘ Cataicigue sent free on appli-
i calion. Address
|

REV. M. A. QUINLAN, C. 5.C
UNIVERSITY PARK, OREGON.

FOR FIN/SHING
CHAIRS, TABLES
FLOORS E7TC

US
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