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INENEVER I get a new job

W that seems like n gold wmine,"”

observed Selby, "1 Immedinte-

Iy begin to look around for the draw-
buneks,™

“Kicking Blll, as usual,” remarked

his friend Eggleston. “By George, I
helleve you'd kick in heaven because
Jour wings were like a swan's Iustead
of a peacock's. What in the world
have you got to grumble ahout now?"”
“it's Just lke this,” replied Selby.
“You see, 1 have some very large col-
leetions to make every Saturday nlght,
which I have to keep in the house un-
til Monday. 1 don't like the responsi-
bility., It's wearing on my nerves, 1
haven't a peaceful moment while the
money’s in the house and scarcely got
n wink of sleep, There Isn’'t a place I
can put it and feel that it's securs,”
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advice ls, first to take a nerve tonie,
and then to buy a safe.”

“That's what I'll have to do,” as-
sented the other, “buy a safe. The
expense Is somewhat heavy, but I can’t
stand the strain any longer, Look here,
Eggleston,  suppose you meet me to-
morrow noon ut Devron's and help me
to select one”

“Glad to do it, old man,"” answered
Eggleston, “but I'll charge you n fee
not only for my professfonnl knowl-
edge of strong boxes, but also for the
advice I have glven you to-night.”

The next day the two met at Dev-
ron’s, It was evident that the eplithet
of “Kicking BIllI" which his friends had
long ngo bestowed upon Selby was not
a slander. According to him there was
not a sultable safe in the whole estab-
lishment, One was too large, another
too small, a third not strong enough,
a fourth had too easy a combinatién.
After a couple of hours' examination
ol the whole stock, and when the
weary ealesman, having valnly extoll-
ed the merlts of his wares with all
his trader's eloguence, at length de-
spalred of mnking a sale, Iggleston
came to the rescue,

“Come now, Selby, this Is all non-
sense, Here's one that fills the bill.”

Selby protested; but ggleston insist-
od, and In the end earrled his point,

The anfe was Installed in the library,
which adjoined Selby's bedroom. Like
a child with o new toy, he spent the
first few hours after s arclval play-
ing with the combination untll he coald
almost work it with his eyes shur,

The first Sntnrday after his purchase
hie brought home o fat wad of green-
bineks, which he eavefully deposited in
the Inner compartment of the safe,
locked the door, put the key In his
pocket, closed the outer door and twlist-
ed the combinntion ek and forth for
five full minutes; then opened it agnin
to make sure hie had locked the fnner
compartment, and repeated. the whole
l?l'llt’l‘Hl‘l.

Ile went to bed that night with the
key to the inner door tied to his wrist.
Nevertheless, sleep was as diffiealt to
fnduce as ever. 1f the floor in the hall
creaked he Imagined that some one
was stealing Into the lbrary, and a
thorough investigation had to be made,
Bul physical and mental exhaustion
finnlly won the upper hand.

When he awoke the next morning
his first nct was to feel for the key,
It had not been removed from  his
wrist, Next he hastened Into the -
brary. No dynamiters had beecn ot
work on the safe, which stood as If
gazing at him In sflent disdaln at his
anxiety, He quickly opened the outer
door, and, with trembling fingers, in-
sorted the key into the lock of the in-
ner compartment, A twist, a pull and
its door was open.  His heart leaped
vielently to hig throat, then dropped
exhausted and seemed to ceoase ts
beating altogether. Only gaping, mock-
ing, hopeless, awful emptiness met his
searching evex.  Not the slightest ves-
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tige of the treasure remnined,

But who hnd extencted It and how?
He reported the matter to the pollee,
anil detectives were sent to the house
As I thelr wont, they immedintely sus
pected the gervants,  hmpossibile) They
had been In the fumily for years, and
oven I they were dishonest, how eould
they have gotten Into the safe, espe-
clully ag the key had never left his
possession for a single Instant, and the
dealer had assured him that there were
no duplieates,

What—but no, It could not be! Yot
Egeleston had insisted rather deter
minedly upon his tnking that particular
safe, No, he would not belleve It of
his felend,  Btill, such bréches of
friendship were not unheard of. Could
it be that Eggleston and the clerk were
in collusion, and that Hgglesion had
obtauined a duplieate key? But how
could he have gotten into the house?
Perhaps he bhad bribed one of the ser-
vants,

Although he doubted him, neverthe-

legs these suspicions made Selby very
uncomfortahle. However, he did not
communicate them to the detectives,
who were utterly at loss for a clew.

Another Saturday arrived withont
iny hopeful developments.

After much hesitation Selby again
placed his colleetions In the safe, and
personally examined every door and
window before retiring. Not content
with these precautlons, he arose at
various intervals during the night and
examined the contents of his treasnre
box. All was well. In the small houra
of the morning he fell into a deep sleep,
from which he was awakened some
time after daybreak by a knock at the
door. It was one of the servanis. As
he was never aroused from his slum-
bers on Sunday morning, he surmised
that something was wrong. In response
ey Wl Tesmsnalolnir larmmn *ha smvnlsl =daé
WS dddypiiiasdige mesksib . Ladl adiiedld DLl
ed that between three nand four o'elock
she had heard footsteps descending the
attle stalrease, that she had remalned
anwake and listened attentively, but
heard nothing more, and that she had
only at that moment dared to venture
out of her room.

Selby's first thought was of the sufe.
Rushing into the library, he hastily
opened its two doors. Again it was
empty!

Next he climbed the attic stairs. He
found no trace of the thief up there.
The windows were not only all nailed
shut, but none of the dust-covered cob-
webs which sealed them had bLeen dis-
turbed. The scuttle to the roof like-
wise wns fastened on the Inside. A
senrch through the rest of the house
revenled nobody in hiding, nor was
there any visible means of exit, all the
doors and windows being locked from
within.

The servant who had awnkened Sel-
by wns put through a rigid examlna-
tlon by the police, who were of the
opinlon that she was Implleated in the
theft and had concocted her story to
divert suspiclon from herself; but she
wans elther an expert twister of the
truth or Innocent, for the ferrets of
crime, with all thelr skillful question-
Ing and cross-questioning, could find no
flaws in her testimony.

Suturday came round agnin, and the
detectlve in charge of the case hnd
mnde no progress.  Although it wnas
not probable that a third rotbery
would be committed, still he was go-
ing to try the only method remalning
to solve the mystery—namely, conceal
hlmself In the library that night. Sel-
by alone was apprised of his Intention
and admitted him to the house after
the servants had retived. When they
had both made sure that the contents
of the safe were thus far Intact, Selby
locked the iron doors and went to his
room.

But he was {ll at ense. HIs nerves,
unstrung by the worry of the past two
weeks, excited his lmagination to the
wildest vagarles. He became distrust-
ful even of the detective, What if he
should be an accomplice! The corrup-
tlon of the pollce force was notorlons.
Might not this man be one of the most
corrupt?  Reason dispelled these fears
In pnrt, but it was several hours be-
fore sleep visited him,

Suddenly he was roughly brought
back to consclousness by a shake from
n powerful arm. He struggled frantie-
nlly to free himself,

“Calm yourself,” sald a voice, whieh
he Instantly recognized as that of the
detective,  “What's the matter? Ev-
erything's all right.”

Everythlng all vight! How happen-
ed it then that the detective was in
his room and how had an entranes
been effected, for he was sure he hid
locked the door before retiving? How

but his thoughts abruptly changed
thelr direction.  His wandering eve
had gradunlly regnined the power of
fceeing concrete things, and he all n
once reallzed that he was not In ul
roont.  But where was het Befor
hilm stood the detective holding a ek
ering enndle,

“Are you awake now, sle?” asked (1
Intter,

“Yes," nnswered Selby,

“Look down at your feet, then

Selby did as bDidden, A loose bonrd
had been removed from the fooring
aud In the Lole thus uncovereil wer
three wads of greenbuoecks,  Memories
of ehlldhood eame back to him, How
often when a small boy had he hidder
lils youthful valuables benenth tha
very board, but he had long since for
gotten Its existence, In an Instant i
comprebended the situntlon, It was
an odd ense of momnambulism. Wis
ever-viglinnt - distrust had stolen »
march on his sleeping consclousness.—
New York News.

Equally Tough. :
Landlady—White meat or dark?
Boarder—It doesn't matter; I'm color

blind.—New York Timoes.

OUR MINISTER TO VENEZUELA.

Herbert W, Bowen Admirably Adapted
for Any Emergency.

Herbert Woleott Bowen, TUnited
States Minister to Venezuela, has been
gualified by twelve years In the diplo-
matie and consular
service of the na-
tion to deal with
the contingencles

which may arise in

thedistracted South

Amerlcan republic.

He went to Vene-
‘zuela in 1901, sue-

ceeding Francls B.

Loomis. Prlor to

that he was Minis-

ter to Persia, hav-
ing been appointed to that post in 1899,

But it was In Spain, before the out-
break of hostilities between that coun-
try and the United States, that Minis-
ter Bowen galned the especlal experi-
ence which will stand him in good
stead in the Venezuela Imbroglio. He
first went to that counfry in 1890, be-
ing appointed consul at Barcelona by
President Harrlson. In 1805 President
Cleveland made him consul general,
Barcelonn wag the scene of manifes-
tations of hostllity toward the United
States In March, 180G, The feeling
was aroused by the passage by the
Senate of the Morgan resolution, whieh
recognized the Cuban insurgents. A
mnh af asvaral thonaand nersnns :nih.
ered In front of the United States con-
sulate In Barcelona, and with shouts
and execrations demanded the destrue-
tion of the bullding and the death of
the occupants. Consul General Bow-
en appeared at the entrance and defied
the mob, which dispersed In a short
time without harming anyone, and do-
ing little damage to the edifice., Mr.
Bowen was the last representative of
the United States to leave Spain at the
time of the actual outbreak of hostili-
tles. 'After the close of the Spanish-
American war he was preparing to re-
turn to his post at Barcelona when
made Minlster to Persia,

Minister Bowen was born In Brook-
lyn In 1856 and Is distinguished as a
literary man of excellence and a poet
of conslderable power. He Is six feet
and three inches in helght, of athletie
bulld and great personal prowess. He
speaks French, Spanish, German and
Italian  fluently and Is thus well
equipped for his present post.

H. W. BOWEN.

URGED TO GROW NATIVE SILK.

State Biologist of North Carolina Disg-
tributing Mulberry Trees.

There 18 o new chapter in the awnk-
ening movement for growing native
Amerlean sllk in the South, begun by
Gerald MeCarthy, Dblologist of the
North Carollna Department of Agri-
culture, at Raleigh, N. C. The State
Is arranging to furnish free mulberry
trees to farmers who will experiment
in ralsing silk, All over the State of
North Carolinn Mr. McCarthy is seat-
tering this efrcular:

“The first season's experlence in sllk
growling iu North Carolina has proved
o most gratifying success, It has dem-
onstrated that the women and chil-
dren of the State may, by light and
interesting work durlng six weeks of
early summer, earn, without interfer-
Ing seriously with thelr ordinary du-
ties, at least $30. Those who can de-
vote more time to the work may earn
much more.

“To place sllk growing upon a perma-
nent basls we must nerease the out-
put of silk cocoons to a velume which
will attract to the silk reelers and
weavers, thus ereating a home market
for the product of the silkworm, The
first and most necessary step is to in-
erease the avallable supply of sllk-
worm food. We must plant mulberry
trees untll each farm suited for this
kind of work has at least 100 trees.
dvery farm having dry soll, lying be-
tween Goldsborough and Statesville or
Asheville, can successfully grow silk.

“In order to encourage the planting
of the mulberry the SBtate Department
of Agriculture will distribute among
the farmers of North Carolina In lots
of fifty and one hundred rooted seed-
ling trees of the varieties best suited
for feeding the slikworm. Not more
than 100 wlill be sent to one person.

“Silk growing will prove valuable as
nature study and a remunerative art
in schools and ls well worth the at-
tentlon of all who have supervision
over educational Institutions, It Is also
well adapted for charltable Institu-
tlons. Publle Institutions which wish
to experiment with sllk growing will
be supplied with trees,”

North Carolina Is ohly one of the
possible States for the growing of sllk,

Wanted a Year's Guaranty.

“It's almost Iimpossible, dear, to
lease a house for a shorter term than
one year, nowadays,” he said, “so, to
protect myself, I must ask you—"

“Ask me what?” interrupted his
bride-to-be,

“To agree not to seek a divorce
until the expiration of the first year's
lease."—Catholic Standard,

Mother

‘“ My mother was troubled wig,
consumption for many years, 4,
last she was given up to die, They
she tried Ayer’s Cherry PectmL
and was %:ccdl.l'y cured.””

. P. Jolly, Avoca, N, Y,

Quite Consistent.

Miss Mainchantz—i suppose you've
heard of my engagement to Mr.
Jenks?

Miss Ascott—Yes, and I confess Ii
was surprised, You told me uncel
that you wouldn't marry him for a
million dollars,

Miss Mainchantz—I know, dear, but
I discovered later that he had two
milllons,

No matter how hapg
your cough or how o
you have had it, Ayery
Cherry Pectoral is the
best thing you can take,

It’s too risky to wait
until you have consump.

| tion. If you are cough[nf

Thelr Only Hope.

“I believe,” said Mrs, Oldun, sharp-
dy, “that there should be a law against | [ toda_y, et a bottle 0
bachelors.” Cherry Pectoral at ongce,

“Nonsenase!" exclaimed Peppery: : 28c.. Sbe.

“why, the only hope of some women Three sizes: 25c., 50c., $1. Al druryisiy,
are the bachelors, for the widowers

Consult your doctor. If he says taks

are too  particular."—Philadelphia then do as he says, It he tolls yeu
t tt on't .
Record, Leave it with him. We are willing """

m, We are willing,
J. C. AYER CO., Lowall, ¥,

To Break In New Shoens,
Always shake in Allens Foot-Ense, a powder, e s
It cures chilblaing, damp, sweating, aching, Doting Dotage,
swollen feet. Cures Corns and Bunlons, At Mi D S
all druggists and shoe stores, 25¢,  Don't aceept 58 Le pite—I just dote ¢
any substitute. Sample mailed FREX, Address IGeorge, I understand he threw you
Allen 8, Olmstead, LeRoy, N. ¥ over.

] Miss De Sweet—Yes; In dotage o
is lluble L du almost anything,

e —
—————

Meaws: dlhan Pall HMes Pallam
BAUTY LAih bl SO 8 ssin .

Patience—I understand Mr. and —
Mrs. Styles are just goilng away now Tough On Him.
for their vacation. “Miss Strong is exceedingly masm
Patrlce—Yes; they remind one of | line, isn't she?” remarked Misg As
Adam and Eve when they were leav-| cum.
ing the garden of Eden, don't they? “Most atwoclously s0,” remarke
“What an idea?" young Mr. Sissy, with some heat,
“Well, you see, they, too, are going| “You seem to speak from expen
away for the fall."—Yonkers States-|jence?”
man, “Yaas, I do. She got into the ¢ls
vatah with me In the Skyscrape bull4
For forty year's Piso’s Cure for Con. INg one day and when she saw me shy
sumption has cured coughs and colds, At | deliberately wemoved her hat ang
druggists. Price 25 cents, held it in her hand until I got oft.”

Didn't Walit to Hear,
Hewitt—Gruett says that you are

One Explanation,

Judge—Winters are not so cold as
they used to be, afraid of him. ’

Fudge—Oh, yes, they are. Only! Jewett—Afraid of him! Why, it {
now chronic liars have such a varlety | V98 only yesterday that I called him
ot things, like auto, records, etc., to|¢Verything that I could thln"k of,
lie about, that they can't devote so| HeWitt—What did he say? [
much attention to the weather any| JeWett—I came away from the tele

s : phone as soon as I safd all I had to
more—Baltimore Herald. say.—Philadelphia Inquirer, 1

Exactly Alike. Insanity in Berlin.

First Rooter (shivering on bleach-| There are 300 new cases of insanity
eries)—Why is a football “fan” I[ke] In Berlin every year. A new asylum

one of the nalm-lea.f varieties? is under construction, and the Tage ‘
Second Rooter—'Cause it never| blatt says two more ought to be begun |
shuts up.—New York Times, at once. '
1
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GASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

4 The Kind You Have
24 Always Bought

A\@geiable Prézparatina{"orAs -
similating the Food and Regufa -

Bears the
Signature

=% <4

ting the Stomachs and Bowels of
CHITIREN" %

Promotes Digeslion Cheerful- L
ness and Rest.Contains neither || &
m, Morphine nor Mineral. ||

OT NARCOTIC. Bt
|| Sy o o1 rswvevEL PrTCIER E
Poplecn Seed ~ !‘I

i

In
Use
For Over
Thirty Years

3D E N f .
EXACT COPY OF WRAPPER. | "

THE CENTAUN COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY.

A perfect Hemt;.d forC

| nomour Sluugch,’i)ig'r?l%
Worms Convulsions, Feverish-

ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile Si'gnalurc of

this sclentist says, according to the
New York Times.

Bouthern belt, .

Tho Shade Trees of Paris.
The city of Parls, France, spends
about £50,000 every year In maintalning

in the city, and they grow In rows along
the sldewalks. This number, however,
does not Include the trees in the parks,

Women patlents are more popular In
hospitals than men patients. They
are easler to get along with, and com-
plain less. But men are more popular

He expects a wide | X
range for its production before many |
years, far beyond the confines of the | ¥

its trees. There are about 87,800 treeg|®

than women In boarding houses.

RB sts

General repairs. Printing Machinery repaired and rebuilt

cCAULE

Mine, Mill and Marine work,
PROMPT ATTENTION TO OUT-OF-TOWN ORDERS, !
PORTLAND, OREGON

PRUSSIAN LICE KILLER kills

LICE on Poultry. Hasily applled— Paint pere

e,
Kill the lice. Never falls. Sold'by deaters, 5o¢ ard $1 o e cane

Aot 1o SLEANED OUT ALL T y_cﬁ miTE
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PORTLAND SEED 0o, Portland, Ore., Uoast Agonts.




