arate bungler in matters of war—was a

‘reat captains of the prosperous time

thero of Poictiers and Auray and Najar-

Shecmed as if the very wind and waves |

BRelieving expeditions,

Sktorms, or detained in port, or beaten

’?;-)%% é;,}%). gaaéae ; 2 tax of »o much a Lead on every per-| WEPT HIS WAY TO VICTORY. -

BY WILLIAM MINTO

1
sseeesceessessseds
' pored a new kind of impost, a poll-tax,
tances of longer standing than even the
outragoeens cost and the outrageous fail-
ure of the wars with France began to be
more acutely felt as the pressure above
increased the pinch on the masees he-
low. The exasperation was especially
keen among that large class of peasant
population which still remained in var-
ions forms and degrees of serfdom, sub-
ject to indefinite exactions from their
lords and masters, The hard=hips and
irritations of their position, which for
a generation had, under various influ-

CHAPTER 1.
The State of England in 1380,

t was the reign of Richard IL., one
he most disturbed reigns in English
OTY
The times were dark, and were grow-
¢ darker, clonds gathering and lower-
g og every hund, and, worse than
pt, ominons tremors beginning to
ke themeelves folt in the very floor
gl foundation of society itrelf. The
rkness was all the more appalling
nt it had beeu preceded by a period
unparalleled trivmph. and eplendor,
pder Edward I11., in the middle of
ik long reign, England had leen the
#igst nation in Europe, and the king's
it had been on a corresponding seale
magnificence. e had realized the
ngdom of the fabulons Arthur. The
Ings of Bcotland and France were pris-
ers together in his capital; his
pminion stretched literally from the
knays to the Pyrences; the chivalry
Furope gathered to his feasts and
irnaments, and Christian potentates
tho Fast looked to him, as the first
inea in Christendom, for aid against
e Baracens. But a few short years,
ough they witnessed no falling off in
o magnificence of the court and the
bles, had seen a woeful decline in
itical power. The expansion had
me too far; the English rule had been
ad over a wider suriace than its
feentinl strength  warranted, into a
im so0 thin that the parts conld not
aintain their cohesion. In reaching
Wor into Spain, the Black Prince had
wened his hold on Agquitaine, and
tress after fortress, here a little and
here a little, Edward's inheritances
ad conquiests in Franco had been lost.
hen the great contending parties |
n=ed for a short breathing space dur-
g the last three years of Kdward's
ign, there was left to the English
own, of all its® Continental posses-
ons, only a few strong towns on the
prihern and western coasts, The war
fas renewed, but the record was still of
appointment and disaster.  Ill-luck
mbined with bad management against
he success of the Lnglish arms. The

ble, were aggravated by the general dis-
tress, and their dizcontent now became
g0 intense that it was ready, at the
glightest disturbing touch, to burst into
destructive tempest,

Our story concerns the fortunes of a
heroic epirit, whe, like many others,
eaw the mischief that was brewing,
but, unlike most, felt called upon to
labor with all his might to avert the
impending strife, The particulars of
his strange devotion and dauntless en-
deavor to reconcile domestic enemios

'we have gathered from old and neglect-
ed chronicles, and here present to the
reader in the hope that they may geem
to him as they have seemed to us—not
unworthy of preservation.

The most heavily-burdened man in
the kingdom—very much over-burdened
as the event proved—was Simon Suad-
bury, Archbizhop of Canterbury and
Lord High Chancellor. He was head
of the Chureh and at the same time
hend of the secular administration;
and both branches of constituted anthor-
ity were objects of bitter hatred and
clamorons eritici=m.

recaleitrant monks to be browbeat, a
pestilent heresy to suppress, difiicnlties
between the pope and the clergy to ad-
just, difficulties between the pope and
the government, jenlousies between the
higher clergy and the baronage; but,
grave as some of these troubles were,
they were light co.opared with the des-
perate cares of the chancellorship, at
that time the highest of the great offices
of state, as measured by the weight and
number of its responsibilities.

There was not in those days the same
gundivision of duties that exists now
among the king’'s ministers, and the
responsibility of ways and means to re-
plenish the empty treasury fell upon
the lord high chancellor. This base
necessity was the problem of problems
for the government,

To find employment for the restless
English chivalry, and to give the
voungest of the king's uncles, Thomas
of Woodstoek, Earl of Buckingham, a
taste of the glorious game of war, a
gplendid expedition had been sent
acrosg into France early in the summer,
But the glorious game is costly; the
expenses were not yet paid, nor was
there any money in the treasury where-
withal to pay them. The crown jewels
were in pawn.

Further, Buckingham's expedition
did not promise to be a success. The
French would not fight, at least in
pitched battle. This was the pusillan-
hased the smacks of Filey and Secar- imous policy of Charles the Sage, which
orough from their fishing grounds, | had rendered so many grand and gal-
and French fleets ravaged the southern |lant expeditions abortive—to keep
ste, mengcod the mouth of the ! within walled towns and fortresses, to
hames, and actually, in the autumn of remove to safe shelters all that could
1880, the time when our story opens, ' conveniently be removed, to leave the
had the audacity to eail np the great rest to the mercy of the invaders, and
river, and burn and plundered a= far as to keep the track of devastation as nar-
Gravesend. The defense of London it- row as possible by hanging on their

Wero gone; John of Gaunt—an invet-

prry substitute for the Black Prince;
d Knolles, Calverley, Harlsise-S8300
rivet, though valiant men of their
ands, did not, taken altogether, make
y for the loss of 8ir John Chandos, the
oatest general of the age, the real

. who had been slnin in a migerable
:irmish.  Luck generally goes against
men when they play badly, and it]

had entered into the conspiracy to bring |
mgland as low in her humiliation as
he had lately been high in her glory.
caleulated to
rrive in the nick of time without a
fay to epare, were shipwrecked by

ck by contrary winds. Indignities
hat twenty yvears before were never in
he dreams of the gloomiest prophets of
/il hhad become hard matters of fact,
tern and urgent.  Scotch . cruisers

| velf had become a subject of gerious con- | flanks and cutting off adventurous ex-

sideration—a deplorable reverse from ' cu\rr-ion parties of plunder. No barbar-
the time when the most presging con- ity of fire and sword perpetrated on the
cern for the English government was defenseless country had availed as yet
the maintenance of the border fort- to tempt the Sage King outof this cold-
resses of Gascony, | blooded policy of endurance.  Nothing
Meantime, as in all periods of great had been achieved by the expedition to
national reverse, discontent with the put Parliament in better humor to pay
management of affairs was loud the outrageous cost of the war,
throughout the kingdom. Charges of | Other debts were urgent, notably the
incapacity, extravagance, dishonesty, wages of the few English garrisons re-
were freely made. That larger sums maining in France—Calais and Cher-
thould be necescary for the exchequer bourg, and Brest and Bayonne—which
than had ever been heard of in Ed- werea year and a quarter in arrear.
ward’s most prosperous days, and that They were m_hemmed in that they
yot there should be nothing to show could not, as in happier times, make
but fresh mizcarriages and disasters, was | up for the want of pay by pillaging the
monstrous and bitterly unintelligible. country.
It went hard with the great officers of | The noble institution of national
state and the minor collectors of reve- credit, whereby uu;h billa might have
nue. They were accused of intercept- been left to posterity, was as yet unde.
ing for their own use the money that veloped. The ministers of Richard II.
had been raised for the defense of the  had no euch resource. The pawning of
realm. Frequent changes were tried, the crown jewels shows how very rudi-
while affairs still went from bad to mentary were their methods of finance,
worse. The knights and burgesses, | he government had no choice but
summoned to DParlinment again and ' to go once more to Parlinment. Their
agnin to hear the same tale of urgent last reception had not been encourag-
dangers followed by requests for larger ing, but there wasno algomutlve. And
and larger supplies, grew restive, and, the money had to be raised at once by
with all the care that could be used in|taxation from a people who had pro-
their selection, could not be kept from tested last time that they really could
open complaint and remonstrance pay no more,
against “‘the outrageous cost of wars It was a désperate case, but the chan-
that the country could in no manner cellor, trained in the exchequer of the
sustain,'’ 1 | pope, experienced in diplomacy patient,
And beneath the grumbling middle cautions, and conciliatory, though near
classes, far down among the lower his wits' end, did not absolutely de-
strata of society, a flercer and more spair.
dangerous diseatisfaction and unrest| One of hie predecessors, three years
began to spread and take hold. Griev~ before, had conceived, or at least pro-

ences, grown more and more indolera- |

As primate he had his troubles—

gon in the kingdom over the age of
forteen years. It lad been com-
plained of, but it had been fuirly well
pail—Dbetter than any form of subsidy
that had been tried since.

The chancellor would try another
poll-tax, and *modify the obnoxious
features of the first. The first had
been uniform, fourpence a head from
poor and rich alike, and the poor had
naturally complained of such equality.
He would avoid this grievance; the
rich should aid the poor; an average of
| three groats should be raised, but tle
poorest should be arked for no more
than one groat, while the riche-t paid
a« much as sixty., Besides, the age
should be raised to fifteen.

What could be more® reasonable? 1t
was the duty of everybody in such u
national erisis to contribute to the
national defense,

The plan was to cost the unfortunate
chancellor his head; but no mere man
could have thought of snything that
looked fairer or more promising.

Pesides, e was to give Parlinment a
choiee between this and one of the older
[ imposts,  Farther, he put off the evil

day of submitting lis buodget, ard
for a supremely favoral le

| waited
! moment when he mizght summon 1he
Commons and launch it prosperonsly.,

The favorable moment for which le
waited was the death of the King of
France. Charles the 8Bage, to whote
craity poliey the deplorable reverses of
recent vears were attributed, had sui-
fered long from a mysterions illne:s.

woe Ia-»_:_m;-uwh-rl to he the affect af nojeon.
and one of the incidents of it was an
issue in the arm, through which it was

charged iteelf. George of Prague, the

cured him and kept him alive, had

dried up, he had only fifteen davs left
in which to arrange his affairs and pro- |
vide for the weliare of his soul.
Sudbury had taken messures to get
the earliest possible information of the
appearuance of the fatal symptom. He
knew well, from the temper shown by |
the Commons when last they wero |
asked for a subsidy, that there was lit-
tle chance of getting anything from |
them unless gomething occurred to |
brighten the prospects of the English |
cange in France, It was the policy of
Charles that had undone them; his
death would give them new hopes, and
could hardly fail to put the Commons |
in a generous mood. |
At last the fatal favorable moment
arrived. In the autmun of 1380, early
in September, just after the insult
offered by a French fleet to the Thizmes, |
the joyful news reached him that the
fatal eymptom had appeared, and that
the King of France was on his death '
bed.

The bearer of the good tidings pre- |
gented himeself to Lambeth, where the
archbishop lay, more than an hour be- |
fore midday. He had ridden
over night from Dover to Gravesend, |
and thence sailed up the river with a
favorable tide; his luck and speed had
been such that, traveling day and |
night, he had reached London on the!
second morning from his start,

They kept early hours in those times;
the archbishop, after a close morning's
work, had already dined and was pre- |
paring to proceed to the chancery at
Westminster.
there at eleven,

The messenger was not held long in |
waiting for an audience. As goon as |
the archbishop-chancellor was informed |
of hig arrival from Paris, he dismissed |
hig secretaries, ordered him to be|
shown up, and received him most |
graciously.

“Good-morrow, good fellow,” he
eaid, in a stately fashion, raising him
with the hand which the mortr-onger'i
had knelt to kiss; ‘“‘what news from |
Paris? You have made good speed
from there, I donbt not?"

The mes=zenger answered the second
question first, and then hesitated,
glancing meaningly at the usher who
had shown him into the chancellor's
presence and who remained by the door.

“You may speak,” eaid the chancel-
lor.  “Master Hardelot, my young
cousin, is of my council.”

Thus authorized, he delivered his
message. “‘I am charged, eir,”' he
said, ““to deliver to you this ring, and
to ray that that has happened which
you wot of."’

The chancellar's face did not betray
the joy he felt at hearing what he had
waited for g0 long. He asked no fur-
ther questions. *‘Yon have done the

physician whose gkill had pnrtiall}';

CHAPTER II. | f

post | |

Candidate Was Doped, but His Tear
Were Eloguent,

“There are all sorls of tricks in a po- |
litleal eampaign,” said the es-momber
of (e Leglslature, “and one was plav- |
ed upon me when I was doing my first
slumping that was intended to 1ay me
unt flatter than a paoeake, 1 was
ollied to speak at a certain villnge, aid
I prepared a first-rate talk fur the oe-
easion,  Hall an hour before [-was to
take the platform I was ‘nvited to
have a nip to brace me up, ml ten
mirutes after Imbibing I dida't know
whether 1 was on foot or viding a
camel. Ag a matter of fact, 1 had been
‘doped” in order to prevent me trom
sheaking, When | began to rail-fence
[ #round and talk nonsense they tried 1o

take me away, but 1 became as stub-
[born as a mule and insisted upon

speaking, It would be a uail in wmy
L eoflin to show me off in a drunken con
[ dition, and 1 was finally pushed for-
[ ward, 1 was simply conselous of the

Gt that 1 was making a faol »f my
Lself, and after uttering a dozen words
i I begun to weep, There was a good
|Ill‘:ll of lavnghter at first, bur pretty
Fsoon a man called out:

[ *‘*Look here, Tellers, this may an't
Lerying for nothing?

““You bet he ain't,’ shouted another.
I *'He must be weeping over sur high
| taxes,’ snggested a thivd,
| “‘*That's It, and It shows lis true
[ feeling, added a fourth, [are's one

|
|

Like the illness of the Black Prince, it | sFo pledges himself to work and vote |

for him.'
[ *“*And here's another,’ ealled ont
ll“'ﬂllf_\' men in chorus as I was led

believed the venom of the poison dis- | away with tears streaming down my

| elieelss,
*“That was my speech,” sald the ex-
golon, according to the Detroit Free

warned the king that when the issue| press, “The people laid it ail to emo- |

tion, and that town gave me a mnajor-
ity to muke my halr stand up, 1
couldn’t reduceé their taxes,'but 1 got
a bill throngh against any one owning
a bull without keeplng an iron ring In
his nose, and did not lose suy. of my3
admirers,”

PICTURESQUE OLD WINDMILL
NEAR BLOOMINGTON,
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One of the most curlous Indusirial
plants o the West Is the old Hollnnd
type of grist mill at Benson, neae
Bloomington, 11l It was erected up-
ward of thirty years ngo, nnd is still
doing business. [t s operated by wind

wlileh ean be called Into use whenever
nature's agent fails In lis adequacy,
The tall eireular bullding {s surmount-
ed by four huge wings, each of which
is forty feet In length, or eighty In the
length of each pair. The mill I8 sixty
feet high and 1s quite attractive for art-
ists who deslre a picturesque bit of
rural scenery.,

SWITZERLAND'S NEW PRESIDENT.

Dr. Joseph Zemp, Head of the Mount-
nin State's Government,

The Bwiss Republie has a new Presi-
dent. His nawme ls Dr. Joseph Zemp
and he is regarded as a statesman of

- superlor abllity,
who Is well quall-
fied to preside over
the national council
which Initiates all

legisiation in the
little mountain
State. Dr. Zemp

I8 07 years old and
is a oative of Lu-'
cerne Province, A
year ago he was
elected Viee Presi-

king an excellent rervice,” he said in a
voice of well-pleased greatness. “‘It
will
fitly recompenred.  You must be
fatigued. Reginald, cause the cooks to
provide at once some meat for this gen-
tleman, and gee that a well-lighted
chamber is made ready for him. Come

to me when you have rested and we
Wil talk further of what you have
| heasd and seen in Paris.”

The messenger protested with all
humility and respect and thanks for
his gracey comfortable words about
present rebeshment and prospective
reward, that Yo s ready at once to
anwser to the Inet of his power; but
the chancellor, Wag had heard as much
as he wanted, inthted on his taking
needful repose after Lis long and trying
journey. :

{To be contin nevy

my care to see that you ara|

dent and bhe steps Into the higher of-
fice by virtue of the unwritten lnw]
that the Viee Presldent shall succeed
to the higher office, unless he has ren-
dered himself obnoxious In the subord- |
Inate position. As Viee P'resident he
was head of the Department of State |
Rallways and Telegraphs, where he
way well tested In the art of govern-
ment and acquitted himself ereditably,
He Is a Conscrvative,

Pharaohs in Moorning. i

The Pharnohs wore thelr beards
when In mourning for a relative. Court
mourning in Kgypt secms to have lagt- |
ed a year, |

Fruit Trees In Georgin.

The otlicinl entomologisis of Georgln
predict that within a few years the
Empire State of the Bouth will contain
more than 100,000,000 frult trees,

| = Indeed!

She—I suppose you will commit sul-
clde If 1 refuse you? He—That has been
my custom.

“Pa, what Is a pre-glacial man?®
“Why, man before he Lad to pay lce
bills, of course.”

“Miss White, I believe?' “No, I am
Mlss Green” *“Oh, pawdon me! I'm
color blind, y'know.”

“Let me bat own the earth,” sald the
financler, with characteristic bravado,
“aud I care not who writes the people's
songs!"

Teacher—What 18 ., a  synonym?
Bright Boy—It's a word you use in
place of another one when you'don't
Kuow how to spell the othier one,

Grandpa's bivthday: “Many happy
returns of the day, grandpa: and mam-
wa says If you give us ench ity cents
we musin't lose it —Harlem Life,

“Mother Is always telling me not to
bolt my feod,” sald a small boy, “and
now she has gone and bolted the cup-
bourd that has got all the vietunls.”

The Artist—And, then, have youglven
sufliclent attentlon to the technigue?
Prospective Customer— W ell—er—per-
baps not. I was thinking of the price!

Ocular Demonstration: **Mrs. Decol-
late, over there, puts every cent her
husband makes on her bnek.,” *IHe's
making very little, then.”—Philadel-
phia Press.
| Mr, Botts—I think, my dear, 1 have at
Inst found the key to success. Mra,
Botts—Well, just as like as not you'll
not be able to find the keyhole—Yon-
kers Statesman.

Proud of the Boy: Doctor—'Pears to
me lalk de boy dun got acute Indepe-
shun. Aunt Luey (smiling through her
tears)—Dat's’ It, doctah! IDigt boy. sick
er well, dun eb'ryt'ing cute.—Judge,

Prostrated: Flrst Fly—Come quick,
mother! Bister has been drinking some
of that polson they tried to fool us
with, Second Fly—O0h! Where is she?
Pirst Fly—S8he's on the celling in a
dend faint.—Life.

The Important Question: Mrs, Dash-
leigh—Do you belleve It is possible, as
Mrs. Roosevelt says, for a woman to
dress on three hundred dellars a year?
Mrs, Kaflippe—It may be possible, but
what's the nse.—Exchangse.

Drain on the Ewmpire: *“If the war
continues,” groaned the British peer,
“we shall run out of metal.” “For mak-
Ing guns for the men?" asked the
friend. “No; for making medals for
the officers,” -Chicago News,

Dr. A.—=Why do you always make
such particular Inquirles as to what
your patients ent? Does'that assist you
in your diagnosis? Dr. B.—Not much;
but It enables me to ascertaln thelr so-
cinl position and arrange my fees ac-
cordingly.—Tit-Blts.

The lesson had heen ahout the prodi-
gal son, and the entlre Sunday school
had been properly lmpressed, The suo-
perintendent asked: “Now, my lttle
friends, who stoad by, objecting to this
proposed banquet to the prodigal?”
And a volee in a far corner answered,

It was his custom to sit | power, re-enforced by a small engine, *“The calf.”

ure Accldent: Flanagann—Hlivins!
man, phwat's the matther wid yer
face? Hanagan—Italth, "twas an accl-
dent. Th' ould woman throwed a plate
at me, Flanagnn—An d'ye call that an
nceldent? Hanagan—Av coorse! Didn't
she hit phat she almed at?—Phlladel-
phla Press. -

His Misslon: *“It Is your alm, of
eourse,” sald his Intlmate friend, “to
make people think."” *No,"” replied the
popular lecturer, in o burst of confi-
dence, “my business |s to manke people
think they think—or, rather, to make
them think I think they think."—Chli-
cugo Tribune,

“No,” said the stubborn ecitizen, *1
never confess that 1 am In the wrong.”
“Why not?" *There is no use of It If
a man makes n mistake in this life there
are thousands of people ready to lake
hold and advertise It, without his lift-
ing hig volee to swell the clamor.”—
Wwashington Star,

“You know, John, you promised me a
seal-skin wrap, and—" “And you
promised to keep my stockings dnrned
and you haven't done It “Well, you
don't mean to say you'll break your
promlsge on that account?’ “Well, it's
Just like this: “You don't glve a darn
and I don't give n wrap."

City Maglstrate—Of course | don't
wish to stand in the way of my dough-
ter's happiness, but 1 know so lttle of
yon, Mr. Hawkins. What s your vo-
cation? Mr. Hawkins (airlly)=Oh, 1
write—er—poetry, novels—er—plays,
and that sort of thing. Clty Maglstrate
Most interesting. And bhow
you lye?—Punch,

t Got There Just the Bame: Mabel
~8uch a Joke on Mr. Gayboy. We
were our on the balcony between the
donces, and he got the sleeve of lis

‘do
1

| dresscont nll over red palnt from one

of the posts that were just painted.
Mnud—=And did you go near the post?
Mabel=No, Why? Maud-—Becauge you

have red paiot all over the back of
your walst.—Harlem Life,



