
OREA T RAIL RECORDS MADE.
Fast Runs on the Steel Highway, Here and

Abroad, but America Is in the Lead.

INCE the Invention of the rail-
way locomotive, since the day
when the first train went shriek

ing over the iron rails to the intense
consternation of the natives there has
always existed the greatest popular In-

terest In fast runs. Time and again
records have been made only to be
smashed until it would be difficult to
pick out a run and make the uncondi-
tional statement that It was the great-
est run ever made by a railroad train.
A disagreement sometimes arises even

, as to what is a railroad train, for some
great examples of speed are to credit
locomotives to which were attached
single coaches, and some authorities do
cline to admit that such combinations
are trains. Americans and Englishmen
have always been and probably always
will be the leaders of the world in all
matters pertaining to railways and the
speed of trains. Between the two coun-
tries there has always existed more or
less rivalry over the speed accomplish-
ments of their respective locomotives,
and the rivalry will likely continue as
long ap it is possible to make improve-
ments of any character. Perhaps Amer-
icans as a whole give the subject great-
er attention than do the British, for we
seem to be Interested in all things of
the superlative degree much more deep-
ly than our cousins. Every now and
then friendly rivalry sometimes, how-
ever, it is not extremely friendly-bre- aks

out between the various great
railways of the country, and every fine

ENGINEER ON

there Is a contest one great record or
more Is completely smashed.

Beating an KialUh Record.
One of the greatest, if not the great-

est, runs ever made in the world was
accomplished on the Lake Shore and
Michigan Southern Railroad between
Chicago and Buffalo on Oct. 24, 1895.

It seems that one cause of this race
against time was a desire to ecipse an
English record made on the twenty-secon- d

of the preceding August be-

tween London and Aberdeen. The dis-
tance between these two towns Is 540
miles, and a train on the London and
Northwestern made the trip at an aver-
age speed of 03.93 miles per hour. The
English public was quite jubilant over
the fact that this trip broke all previ-
ous records and that the world's record
was once more held In England. But
the very next month a train on the New
York Central road ran from New York
to East Buffalo, a distance of a little
over 430 miles, at an average speed of
64.20 miles per hour. Of course, this
beat the English record, but It seems
that there was objection to It from
across the water on the ground the trip
was not long enough to be classed as a
long-distanc- e run, which should be at
least 500 miles In length. So the rec-
ord for a run of 500 miles and over was
still In England. There are few
ttretches of railroad 500 miles In length
In this country which are perfectly
adapted for remarkable runs. There
are hills to mount or curves to cut
around which Interfere more or less
with efforts to break records. One of
the stretches of road having no such
Impediments Is on the Lake Shore and
Michigan Southern line between Chi-

cago and Buffalo. The officers of the
road concluded that they would try to
beat the long-distanc- e record over this
bit of track.

Over Ninety Mitei an Ilonr.
Arrangements for the speed test were

quietly made, for In view of the possi-
bility of a failure the officials did Hot
care for any premature advertisement
At 3:30 o'clock In the morning of Oct

24 the train pulled away from the
starting point, which was at 100th
street, Chicago, and plunged into the
darkness on what was to be a remark-
able and a record-breakin- g trip. It
goes without saying that the fewest
possible number of stops and the few-
est possible changes of engines were
arranged for. The train stopped about
five times, at four of which engines
were changed. In less than eight hours
the train shot into Buffalo with the
English record hanging in tatters on
the cowcatcher of the engine. The dis-

tance of 510.1 miles had been covered
at an average speed of 05.07 miles per
hour. During one burst of speed the
train flew over the tracks at the rate of
92.3 miles per hour. Although great
records for single miles had been pre-
viously made, it is said, that never
before did a train reach a speed of
eighty miles an hour and maintain it
for half an hour, eighty-fiv-e miles an
hour and hold it for ten minutes or
ninety miles an hour and hold It for
three or four consecutive miles. Ev-
ery one who was In Chicago or most
anywhere else In the country two years
ago will well remember the great races
which took place for several days be--,
tween the Burlington and Chicago and
Northwestern roads over their routes
between Chicago and Omaha. The dis-
tance between thetwo cities is 500
miles In round numbers. The North-
western route Is 489.9 miles long, while
the Burlington is 500.2 miles. The

A FAST RUN.

Northwestern train was due to leave
Chicago at 10 o'clock at night and to
arrive in Omaha the next morning at
8:15. The Burlington left at 9:30 In
the morning and arrived In the Nebras-
ka city at 7:55 the next morning. Thus
the two trains ran practically the same
rate of speed.

Very Close Competition.
The Burlington train had a little over

ten miles more than the Northwestern
to run, and she used ten minutes more
than the latter to make Omaha, so It
would be splitting hairs to say which
road operated the fastest train. In the
contests which took plate the trains of
both roads did such remarkable work
that the government mall contract, for
which they were contending, was divid-
ed between the two lines. It Is said
that no trains on earth ever made such
remarkable runs dally and kept up
the pace as these trains. These runs
of about fifty miles an hour are made
without making any allowance what
ever for stoppages, slow down and
delays of any kind. This means that
the trains necessarily attain a speed in
some parts of the routes of eighty or
ninety, or perhaps even a hundred
miles an hour. Some have made the
claim that the trains occasionally
reached a speed of 120 miles per hour,

Less than three years ago another
great run was made which attracted
much attenlon, especially In Chicago
and the West. The Rock Island road
had concluded to Increase Its service
between Chicago and1 Denver by the
addition of four new trains. Two of
these trains were sent out to Denver
and two were kept In Chicago, so that
the new service could be properly In-

augurated In both cities at the same
time. It was decided by the officials
that one of the trains going should at
tempt to break the record time to Den
ver. This was a magnificently equip
ped train, with a full complement of
sleepers, dining car, buffet smoker, etc.
The passengers were composed of Rock
Island officials and a large party of
newspaper men from Chicago, Denver

and a number of other cities along the
route, all of those from a distance hav-
ing come to Chicago especially to ac-
company the party.

Threw a Orlve Whee1.
At exactly 2:30 in the afternoon on

May 5, 1898, the train pulled out of the
Rock Island station on Its way to Den-
ver. In a few seconds the train was
well under way and making great time
through the city. When once beyond
the suburbs full" steam was turned on
and the train was soon going at the
rate of a mile a minute. Everything
indicated that Rock Island would be
reached In record-breakin- g time. The
passengers began to wonder what was
the matter after the train had been
stoppir for several minutes near the
little station of Green River. Shortly
the train backed up the tracks and
several of the party became aware of
the nature of the trouble for the first
time when they looked out of the win-
dow and saw a great three ton and a
half driving wheel lying on Its side
In a wheat field. The journal of the
rear drive wheel on the left side had
broken squarely off, having been over
heated in a hot box, and the momen-
tum of the train had hurled the wheel
down the. track as if It were a buggy
wheel. For some time the wheel had
remained on edge like a boy's hoop.
It hopped over to a side track and
then gradually veered to the outer
edge, where it crossed the outside rail
and ran off Into ' field, where It soon
went down In the 6oft earth. This
accident, of course, caused a most seri-
ous delay. The railroad officials tele--

sphcd to Rock Island for another
engine, but it did not arrive for over
an hour. Finally, however, the relief
locomotive came and the train was a
few seconds afterward speeding on its
way. Nearly all of the rest of the way
to Denver the train was pushed to record--

breaking time. It arrived at the
Denver station the next afternoon, af-
ter starting at 1:32, exactly twenty-fou- r

hours and two minutes after it
left Chicago, breaking the record for a
full train going from this city to the
Rocky Mountain city.

Push for Ma!l ConnecMon.
In November, 1897, a very remarka-

ble run was made between Cheyenne
and Omaah, over the Union raclfic
railroad. It Is still maintained by many
that-thi- s was the fastest long-distanc- e

ran ever made, for the running time
was not properly reduced to the correct
figure by deducting time for stops. The
distance between the two cities is 519
miles and the mail train on Nov. 29
made the distance In 520 minutes, in-

cluding stops as was stated. This run
was not made In de-

sire to smash records, but for the pur-
pose of avoiding a heavy government
fine which would have been imposed If
the train had missed connections for
the East at Omaha. When the discov-
ery was made at Cheyenne that unless
an extraordinary run was made the
mall connection would be missed the
two mall cars were cut loose from the
rest of the train and started with the
engine and tender alone on the fast
trip. Six stops of from three to five
minutes were made for coal and wat-
er, and the train had to be Plowed
down for ten minutes in passing
through South Omaha and the yards of
Omaha. So there can be no doubt that
this was one of the swiftest runs ever
made on rails. In April. 1899. a re-

markable run was made by a train on
the Burlington road between Creston,
Iowa, and Omaha. When the train ar-

rived at the former town It was an
hour and nix minutes late. When the
flyer arrived at Omaha It was only
29 minutes late, having covered
the Intervening distance of 104 miles
In 113 minutes, or, deducting stops, In
the actual running time of 103 mluutes.
The Burlington considers this section
between these two cities Its poorest di-

vision for makin,g fast time, on account
of hills and curves, so all things con-

sidered, the burst of speed made on
April 5, 1899, was most remarkable.

Spanish Titles for Sale.
Anjigent In Paris is sending out a

circular marked "confidential" to rich
but untitled people In Europe offering
to sell them titles of Spanish nobility.
Some circulars have been received In
this country, but have met with few or
no responses. When an American
wants to buy a title those days he Is
mighty particular as to the quality and
buys It in the open market after a care-
ful examination of the goods. Not so
a European, who will take any old title
which he enn buy and be thankful. The
enterprising Tarls broker offers the title
of baron, viscount or count at prices
ranging from $500 to $1,000 and de-

clares that the letters patent conferring
the title chosen will be attested legally
by the Spanish government

Dincourn Bed.
"You used to be something of an al-

truist," said the friend.
"Yes," answered Willie Wishlngton.

"I was a Theosophlst for a while, too.
But I had to give up. I've tried being
a whole lot of things, but I never got
far enough along to find out what the
names by which they are called actu-
ally meant." Washington Star.

It can usually be depended upon that
those who stay borne after the mar
riage could have well afforded a wed
ding trip.

FACTORY BEGINS DAILY TOIL
WIIH RELIGIOUS SERVICE.

L. II. Creager, who operates a stave
nd beading factory In Washington,

ind., employed the Rev. Mr. Gorby, pas-
tor of the Presbyterian Church, to de-

liver fifteen-minut- e sermons to the fac-
tory hands every morning. The idea
proved such a success and had such a
wonderful Influence upon the workmen
that Mr. Creager placed the choir of the
First Baptist Church upon the pay roll.
The choir now assists the Rev. Mr.
Gorby in the dally religious services at
the factory. Before the fifty workmen
about the place begin the day's, toll
they assemble In the factory for a short
religious service. This novel idea orig-
inated with L. II. Creager. The Rev.
Mr. Gorby, who is a local Presbyterian
minister, says that the plan has been a
big success, and he expects to see It
spread to other factories and to other
cities. Mr, Gorby's name appears on

HANGED ON CAT ISLAND.

Fate of "a Crooked Gambler in tbe
Early uajra cm the .Ulaaouri.

"There used to be a p'.ace on the river
north of here that was called Cat Isl-

and," said Bdly Alford to a St. Joseph
.News man the other day. He was an
old-tim- e engineer, and many years ago
was familiar with every m.le of the
Missouri River. He was assured that
an island bearing the same name was
Still In ex!ate!H,' "It nmy he the smnte
place and It may not," said Alfoid.
"The river is so treacherous that it
may have washed that island away and
formed another one lu Its place since 1

knew anything about it. There was a
big tree on the Island as I remember
It and we used It once to hang the
rankest gambler on the river. We tol-

erated that mau three seasons, because
the river men did not want to resort to
violence. At first he seemed . to be
square, but we began to hear whispers
about him. It was in '58 that he fleeced
a young fellow out of $5,000 just a
plain case of robbery. He had let the
young fellow win just to get him Inter-

ested, and then aimed to rake in the
whole thing. Somehow the young fel-

low got hold of the wrong cards when
there was $9,000 in the pot. The youth
reached for all the money on the board,
but the gambler made a grab for It and
took all his hand would hold. Stuffing
It In his pocket as he ran, he Jumped
overboard and made for the shore. By
the time we realized what was going on
he was far astern, but the captain sent
a boat after him, loaded with armed
men. They had to shoot him and break
his arm before he would stop. That
was near the place known as Cat 1st
and, and we headed the Henrietta
that was the name of the boat for the
shore. The mate and a dozen men did
the job, and the inexperienced young
man from the East got his money back.
The young man left the boat at Omaha
and came back down the river ahead of
us. When we returned the body of the
gambler was still hanging to the tree.

The other young man who had been
fleeced came to St. Joseph and com-

mitted suicide on account of remorse.
Ills body and money were sent back to
his father, and I heard afterward that
the old man said the boy was worth
more dead than he was alive. He said
the youth had left home with $10 and a
new suit of clothes. It seemed that he
knew the cards himself and that he had
got the best of the man we hanged In a
former game at Cincinnati. We used
to feel mighty queer after that when
we passed Cat Island In the night. I
never knew why It was called Cat Inl-

and, but Imagined It was given the
name because It was Inhabited only by
cats. I know I could hear their cries
every time we passed the place after
that hanging and It made the cold shiv-

ers run down my back. There Is a close
connection between cnts and murders
and ghosts, anyway. I have wondered
a thousand times who the man was we
hanged on the Island that night with so
little ceremony. He was not a young
man, but he was a handsome fellow,
and might have had a family some-

where. 1 have wondered If some wom-

an and little children did npt wait years
and years for him to come buck, and
wonder what had become of him. They
might have believed blm to lie an hon-

est man, engaged In a legitimate busi-

ness, and even if they knew he was a
gambler thry might have loved him

Just as well. I don't believe the body
was ever taken off the Island, but 1

don't really know what becnnie of It.

I never heard anything more about It
St. Joseph News.

OUR CHANGING TRAFFIC.

How Cities Afljuit Themnclvei to New
Condition.

"It Is not to be understood, of course,
that the changes In trnde relations sig-

nify that the older communities come
to a standstill, or go backward, or are
even relatively less Important tocnuse
of the sectional traffic that Is taken
away from them. When New York
lost to Cincinnati the raw product trade
with the South, compensating gains
were made In other directions. Ameri-
can communities are not like those of
Italy where, when the grape and wine
business declines year after year, the

NOVEL FACTOKY INNOVATION.
the factory payroll with that of the
other men.

people are at the end of their wits, and
poverty seems the only available em-
ployment. On the contrary, when
Philadelphia lost the raw product
business which New York captured by
the building of the Erie ditch, her peo-
ple settled themselves to the making of
locomotives and steamships. So, when
Toledo lost the grain of the West she
went Into manufacturing agricultural
Implements. When the Far West put
Its short lines Into Chicago, Duluth
and Memphis and deprived the Ohio
States of their advantages In the South,
the hauling of grain and pigs and cat
tle was given up for the making of
cloths and tools.

"Indeed, one of the vital aspects of
the law that is taking away from New
Yorw the lines of trade to retain which
Its merchants are contending, probably
in vain, Is that It Implies the building
up of the country Into groups of sec-
tional specialties. As the years of ex-
periment and of temporary leadership
pass, the several principal localities dis
cover the items of trade In which their
resuorces or their facilities for man-
ipulation are the greatest and adhere
to these tenaciously and successfully.
Some manufacture locomotives, and
others, like Kalamazoo, In Michigan, do
nothing so famously as the growing of
celery. Some, like South Bend, In In-
diana, make wagons, and others, like
Philadelphia, build war vessels, Some,
like Belllngham Bny, In the State of
Washington, can salmon, and others,
like Fresno, In California, dry raisins."

Alnslee's.

LIGHT ON THE COLONIES.

Graphic I'encrlptlon of the Philippine
and Their Environment

Speaking of new light on the Philip-
pines, here's some, geographical, com-
mercial and general, that is certainly
expressed in a new way if it does not
actually convey real and valuable Infor-
mation. It gives the Impressions of a
private In the Seventeenth Infantry.
He writes: "The Philippines are a
bunch of trouble gathered on the west-
ern horizon of civilization. They are
bounded on the north by rocks and de-
struction, on the south by cannibals
and earthquakes, on the east bv tv- -
phoons and on the west by hoodoolsm
and smuggling. The soil Is very fer
tile and large crops of insurgents and
treachery are produced. The Inhabi-
tants chief occupation Is building
trenches and making bolos. Their
houses are made chiefly of bamboo and
landscape. Manila is one capital city.
It Is sltuuted on Manila bay, a largo
land-locke- d body of water full of
sharks and Spanish submarine boats
for which Dewey Is responsible. Cav-it- e,

the next city of Importance, Is not-
ed for being no good as a naval station,
for a large number of saloons and
Chl'iiimen. The principal export of the
Island are lice, hemp and war bulletins.
Thelniports are American soldiers, arms
and ammunition. Communication has
been established between the numer-
ous Islands by substituting the mos-
quito for the carrier pigeon, the mos-
quito being larger and better. The cli-
mate Is pleasant and healthful for mos-
quitoes, bugs snakes, tarantulas,
loacheH, scorpions, centipedes and alli-
gators."

In closing, the young man expresses
a longing for home.

Couldn't Hound Cape Horn.
The uncertainty of sails for commerce

was Illustrated tn the ship Nntuna,
from London to San Francisco, in 225
days. She tried for over a month to
double Cape Horn and then, discour-
aged, turned eastward and crossed by
Cape of Good Hope and the Pacific
Ocean. She had been given up as lost
and her while la doubt
cost 40 per cent.

Matrimonial Iiarvain.
A Customer (In the complete depart-

ment store) I notice so many couples
taking the elevator for the thirteenth
floor. Why ure

The Ribbon Clerk They are taking
advantage of the speclnl offer In the
matrimonial department Rev. Mr.
Splicer Is performing ceremonies to-da- y

at half price. Brooklyn Life.

Men never get too old to acquire ex
perience.


