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the platform of the small sti-
tion where the easibound fiyver had
drawn up to awalt the passing of the
fiyer going west. It was barely dawn.
The dampness of the night was still up-
on the sweet prairie air and he threw
back his broad shoulders, breathing
deeply—once, twice, thrice, before the
headlight of the coming traln appeared
like a star upon the horlzon. 'Then he
walked rapldly back and forth, intent
apon getting as many of the kinks ot
of his travel-stiffened legs as poss.ble
before his train continued on its flight
to the east,

“Exercise without definite object,” he
told himself, quoting from someth.ng
he had read while at school, “is worse
than none at all. Ergo, have an object.
I do. I walk down on one side of this
train and back on the other, my object
being to—er—walk down on one side
and back on the other,”

There were faces In the windows of
the coaches, and he glanced up at them
curfously, wondering what nature of
belngs they,were that they did not get
ont into the alr and Liek o bit while
they had the chance. He reached the
end of the train still wondering, Then
his attentlon was attracted otherwise.

A young woman was sitting within
the netting of the rear platform. She
was sitting on a eamp stool, and she
was quite alone. Marwin grasped one
of the platform Irons and looked at her
in bewildered astonishment for a full
minute, She flughed to the roots of her
halr, and her glance fell. Marwin
spoke, lifting his bhat.

“Good morning, Miss
sald.

“Why, Mr. Marwin!” The young
woman arose hastily from the camp
stool and held her hand toward him, *1
thought It looked llke you, but it didn't
seem possible. Where in the world ¢id
You drop from?"

ARWIN, from San Francisco,

Dartlin,” he

“San Francisco,” sald Marwin, sim-

ply. He noted with some Interest thiat
the young woman's eyes were full of
reproach, and that her manner was con-
stralned. “I am on my way to New
York,” he added, after a short Interval;
“my first visit In three years.”

“And I am going to San Francisco,”
sald the young woman. “How strange.”

“How long are you expecting to
stay?" asked Marwin,

"1 don't really know. I had arranged
to remain Indefinitely, but elrcum-
stances may—in fact, are quite likely
to—aplter my plans materially. Are you
to be in New York a great while?"”

“It Is Impossible for me to say. 1
had hoped to transact my business In-a
very short time, but one can never tell
until one finds out, you know. The per-
son I was going to see may be—er—out
of town or something, and I have reg-
istered a vow mot to return without a
definite statement from her—his own
lips.”

He looked at his wateh and stepped
to the side of the platform, glancing
nervously toward the station.

“You see,” he conthnued, “It is really
a most Important matter, T andertook
the commission only under protest, be-
cause it Is one Involving several ex-
tremely delleate considerations, and 1
am not good at such things. I am n
patural blunderer. You know that well
enough.”

The young woman lowered her eyes
agaln, "“Yes,"” sald she, “I—I have
known you to blunder."”

Marwin elimbed over the ralling and
seated himself upon the platform steps
at her feet. It was an impulse char-
acteristic of him, and the young woman
smiled as If pleased.

“We won't tulk business any more,”
sald he. “Business s an abomluatlon.
I want you to tell me a little—just a it
tle—about yourself. You are not—er—
married yet?”

The young woman wineed, but be did
not notlce it,

“Of course, you aren’t,”” he went on
recklessly, “or you wouldn't be sitting
out here at this time In the morning—
alone, What have you been doing since
that night, hundreds of years ago, when
you and [ last met?"

“Nothing worth mentioning, I be-
lieve,” replied the young woman. *I
have laughed a little and wept a great
deal. I have been sick, and have been
restored to something which bears a
close resemblance to my normal condi-
tion of health, although It is not really
the same, 1 am taking this trip with a
definite purpose; the doctor thought It
might make me feel better."

“DId he recommend Callfornla®¥” ask-
ed Marwin quickly.

“No, he merely recommended a
change of alr and scene, 1 chose Call-
fornia of my own accord.”

"Why ' Marwin's tone was eager and
his hand clutched the platform Iron
convulsively.

“Because—because I wished to see—
California."”

“Marion"—Marvin ralsed hils eyes
suddenly to hers, and there was sup-

cation In them—"tell me all about it

e may a8 well understand each other.
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the Pullman to!

We are to part in a little while, Per-
liaps we will not see each other again—
evep,"

“About what?”

“About your tears, Why did you
weep? You were not much given to
weeping once upon a tine. About your
sickness, you used to be as the trees
and the birds and the winds of the
prairie.  About your determination to
visit California, Was It—was it De-
cause I was there?”

“Do you think it could be possible?”
She spoke veprovingly, and Marwin
bdwed his head.

“No," he replied, gloomily, *it was
ridiculously presumptive in me to sug-
gest it,  I—I had hoped It might be so,
that is all.”

The young woman placed her hand
lightly upon his shoulder, and he quiv-
ered at the touch.

“Russell,"” sald she,
you honored me by a
riage, I deferred my answer for one
week, 1 was not in doubt regarding
my own mind, but 1 had a good reason.
Aud you did not come back for your
answer, Why?"
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“Yes, why? I had a right to expect
something better of you than 1 re-
ceived. 1 walted for you, but you
nelther came nor sent word of explana-
tion. There was but one Inference to
be taken, and I took it. Yeou had
changed your mind; I could forgive you
for that, but It was cowardly not to let
me know. It was cruel. It hurt me,
Russell, more than I can tell.”

“But your letter—"'

“I wrote you no letter,”

“l received a letter, Marion"—Mar-
win spoke slowly, after the manner of
one who has béen  stunned—*written
by you. It contained one line, and that
lihe was ‘Russell, my answer is no; 1
swunot’ It was delivered to me by
Your mald., 1 did not think It necessary
to see you after that, I thought you

id tot wish me to.”

The young' woman stood up exeited-
1y, then seated herself again. She was
laughing, but there was a look of pain
upon her face, and her eyes swai with
tears. 13

“I understand it now,” she sald, bro-
kenly; “I see how it happened. My
brother was In trouble. He and father
had disagreed over the payment of cer-
tain debts, and he appliéd to me for
money. I gave it to him—poor boy!—
until my allowance and my patience
were exhausted. He had sent an ap-
peal for money on the day you recelved
that letter. I wrote to him, saying that
I could not give him more. I put the
message In an envelope and told the
girl to take it to Mr. Russell. You and
he have the same name, The stupid
creature took it to you. I never knew.”

“0, my dear—" Marwin grasped her
hand and fondled it.

“After that,” she continued, hurried-
ly, “I seemed to lose my strength. 1
was attacked one night on the street
by a man—a huge, coarse brute, who
threw his arms about me and stuffed a
handkerchlef Into my mouth. 1 was
not able to atter a cry, so suddenly did
he come upon me, 1 was saved by
sheer chance. A gentleman saw the
wretch attack me and rushed to the
resciue. He did not even take time to
call for the police, e was very hrave.
He was not so large as my assallant,
but he grappled him fearlessly, apd—
and was stabbed with a knife, I knew
nothing after that. 1 fainted. When
I returned to consclousness I was in an
ambulance rumbling toward home, The
police knew nothing of a fight, they
gald, beyond the fact that the pavement
wag covered with blood. They seemed
quite disgpsted when they found that
I had not been murdered. 1 told them
all 1T knew, and that ended it, so far as
they were concerned; but so far as 1
was concerned—well, It was weeks be-
fore the doctor declared the danger of
brain fever passed.”

She looked down into Marwin's up-
turned face tenderly, and something
she saw there lmpelled her to lean for-
ward and touch his forehead with her
lps.

“Marion dear,” sald Marwin, gently,
“1 would confess to you. Durlng those
days when you were waltlng for me 1
was following you like a dog, 1 want-
ed to be near yon. I wus near you that
night.”

“Then It was you who—""

In answer he pulled up his sleeve, dis-
clasing a long red scar.

“It was a small price to pay for the
opportunity of fighting for the girl 1
loved,” he sald. “l went away after
that quite satisfied. I felt that It had
been worth while after all, —"

There was a sound of escaping alr be-
neath the Pullman, and the train began
to move. Marwin stood up and made a
movement as if to jump to the ground.
Then he turned to the young woman
and put his arm around her.

“I think I'll go with you, dear,” he
sald.

They stood thus, the mornlng sun
bathing them in a radiance akin to that

which they felt within them, as thoy;
passed the enstbound train. Both were |
laughing like children,

“l say!” called Marwin, waving lns'

hiand at the engineer of the eastbound.
“you.were right, it was fate; tell the
conductor that I proved it to be so!”

“l wonder what's the matter with
that lunatie,” said the engineer to the
fireman, Then he clambered to his
place and the eastbound traln went on
its way —David H. Talmadge.

OCCUPY

A HIGHER PLANE.
Agricultural Laborers in England Bet-
ter Off than a Century Ago.

The agricultural laborers of to-day

are certaiuly better clad, wore luxur- |

iously fed, have far morve leisure, are
better educated and are vapidly becom-
ing better housed than their forefath-
ers a century ngo says the Nineteenth
Century. And if these are the main
constituents of happiness then they are
happier.

On the other hand. their grandfathers
and great-grandfathers were much
more gay and light-hearted than the
modern; they enjoyed their lives much
more than their descendants do; they

had incomparally more latighter, more |

amusement, more real delight in the
labor of their hands; there was more
love among them and less hate, The
agricultural laborer had a bad drunken
time between twenty and thirty years
ago and he has been growing out of
that. A village ot is now a very rare
Llrd—as tiare as he was 100 years ago.
Then  the laborer could not afford
il drunken debaueh—he had
not the wherewithal. His master,
the farmer, did drink, and sowe-
times deeply in the days when he
was prospering, And for a few years
after the rise of the laborer's wages
some twenty-five years ago the laborer
was the publican’s friemd. But hard
drinking has been steadily declining
and the habitual droukard is looked
upon as a coarse brute to be avolded,
As to other vices, things are pretty
much as they were: I am afraid rather
worse than better. -

Perhaps the saddest characteristic of
the men of the present, as tompared
with the men of the past, Is that the
men of the past were certainly mope
self-dependent—1 do'not thean Indepen-
dent in the sense In which that word Is
used now — more regourceful,
kindly; courteons and contented with
their lot than thelr descendants are.

I think I know something about the
English peasantry of a century or two
gone by. I think I know just a little
abput the agricultural laborer nowa-
days. I bear him a genuine love and
feel with him a cordial sympathy, and
there Is no knowing any" mien or any
class of men whom we do-not love and
sympathize with. But as to the agri-
cultural laborer of the future I am
sometimes Inclined to doubt serlously
whether before another ecentury has
ended there will be any such thing as
an agricultural laborer to know.

ORIGINAL SPEECH.

In All Probability It Consisted Exclu-
sively of Vuwel *ounds,

The original speech, the true prime-
val tongue of man, was quite unlike any
language we have ever heard; yet we
have all the tongues of today, The pri-
meval language was a vowel language
altogether; it had no consonants, or con-
tucts as we ought to call them, at all.
Its words consisted of vowel sounds
following each other, repeated or varied
—of words like aeaes, sono, ala, auin,
aeloa, laua, jolo, ouou, unun, veue—all
of which, I may say in passing, are
taken from a language in use today,
The sentences were Intermittent
streams of vowels, ench stream ' held on
20 long as the speaker's breath allowed
or whim dietated. When all literature
was recited, the same consideration, the
capacity of the lungs, determined the
length of the bardie line; so we have
our shlokas, our hexameters, our Alex-
andrines, and so forth, each a lung-rull
of verse; In the primeval tongue it was
likewise, but the seutences were vow-
els only.

There are about ten or a dozen pure
vowels to go upon, and vowel words
ma, "1 up to five syllables, so we have
a very conslderable fund to draw on for
our vowel streams,  And these streams
of vowel speech corresponded to, and
expressed, strenms of emotlon or foel-
ing rather than deseriptions of cor crete
objects, For we hardly reallze how ter.
ribly overladen with material trifles
our life Is to-day, and therefore- what
great demands we moke on lnnguage
for concrete words, But our exclama-
tlons, each of which Indieates a single
emotion, tend to remaln  pure vowel
sounds even at the present day.

Sale of Willlam Pean's Wil

At a recent sale in London of histor.
leal documents some luteresting specl-
mens of caligrapby changed hands,
The lst Included a large pumber of
autographs by Willlam Penn, the quak-
er founder of Pennsylvania, Including
“My Last Willand Testament made, and
writt In my own hand this twentyeth

day of ye 8th month of year 1705 In ye |

060 years of my age.” WII and codiell
cover ten pages quarto, all In the hand.
writing of Willlam Penn, except, as
the eatalogue polnts out, the signatures
of the witnesses,

Every thlef causes a lot of honest
men to be suspected unjustly.

more |
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The number of known explosives is
stated to have inerensed from twenty-
tive to 1,100 in thirty-two years,

Cold s not fatal to micro-organisms,
D, Maclayden and Mr, Rowland find
that an exposure for ten hours to o
temperature of 250 degrees C. has no
appreclable eflect on the vitality of mi-
cro-organisms,

Prof. Fleming of London University
is now conducting important experi-
ments in connection with the transmis-
slon of electrical energy. It is sald that
the professor has discovered means by
which power can be distributed with-
ont wires by utilizing ether.

Caterpillars oceasionally erawl from
their hiding places on warm days In
winter, The most common of these Is
a thick furred worm with a red coat
banded with black, which has the ap-
pearance of chenllle. Of the eaterpil-
lars that live through the winter g large
| nuwber belong to specles that require
more than one season to develop from
[ the egg to the perfect insect,

Mos¢ow Is probably the worst-paved
eity In the world. Great cobblestones
driven by hand into a loose bed of sand

form a rondywny which Iz

e o Vagntae
[ in summer and wuddy In autumn and
in many of the roads there Is no at-
tempy at a rondway of any kind. The
| 8treets are badly watered and eleaned.
The yearly expenditure for these two
| operations s only about $155,000.
' Every traveler in France has been
|sn-uvk by the sight of multitudes of
slender poplar trees growing by the
roadsides and brooksides, Two or three
times In twenty years the branches of
| these poplars are trlmmed, and the
il light wood thus obtained ls-dried and
sold to bakers, whose practical science
has tanght them that the qulek, intense
lieat produced by burning poplar 1§ ex-
cellent for giving a thick crust to their
bread, *
“A gutva<percha substitute has recent-
ly been patented. It consists of a mix-
ture of pulverized peat and resin oil,
| The peat fs drled thoroughly and is
then pulverized and sifted until It Is
about the fineness of flour, It is then
mixed with' equal parts by welght of
resin oil and 2 per cent of amyl acetate,
It is then stirred and worked until it
forms a smooth, dough-llke mixture, It
can be worked into shape and is semi-
hard like gutta-percha.
In Central Africa are found districts
which Impress the beholder’ with the
bellef that the hand of man has shaped
thelr ‘féatures, although there Is now
no population eapable of producing
such efl'ects, These districts, near Lake
Tanganylka, are ealled “park lands,"
and thefr origin was recently explained
before the Linnean Soclety in London,
by Mr. ‘Moore, as being due to the
spread of wvegetation over a light sur-
face soll gradually depozited above the
I.mlt steppes left by former lakes, In
some places these digtricts are covered
with natural plantations that have a
“quité homelike look.”
The balloon races and contests con-
ducted In connection with the Parls
Exposition were productlve of some
very luteresting results, Every Sun-
||I1|.y the spectacle was witnessed of g
|lnrgc- number of balloons starting on
their journey. *One afternoon,” says
| A. Lawrence Rtoteh, “17 balloons roge
| successively, ench aeronnut endeavor-
| Ing to land as near ng possible to some
| point that he had fixed beforehand.”
By taking advantage of the varlous
nir-currents and skillfully manipulating
the gulderopes, surprising results were
obtained. One acronaut, after travel-
{ing 30 mlles, landed within balf a mile
of the gonl he had set out for. The
| greatest height attained by any of {he
aeronauts wag 27,000 feet, In the long-
distance roee six balloons started, and
three of them landed In Russia. About
1,400 miles were traveled in 37 hours,

CHARM:zD BY WILD BE:STS,

Perilous Experience of a Keeper in the
Philadeliphin &,

There 18 something In the angry glint
of a wild animal’'s eye that fascinntes
LJohn Lover, one of the Keepers at the

soologleal gardens, and his frondness for
lHterally “bearding the Hon in bis den'
some day mny cost him his Hfe. No
one knows this hetier than Lover him-
|uvlf. and yet he fecls that his “lines
[ are enst In pleasant pluces” aod wonld
be envious of any man  foolhardy
enough to apply for his position.

At least holf of the time this man
with the daredevil recklessness of
Lspirit goes about with bandaged Hmbs,
the results of encounters with  his
[ "friends,” the animals, When his
| hands, nrms, or legs are torn by the
slaws of the maddened beasts he makes
| n dash for a bottle of cauterizing fAuld,
{pours It into the ragged wound, and
then goes back to subdue by Kindness
or punlshment, as the ense may require,
the anlmal that attacked him.

“I wouldn't leave my position for any
other one that could be offered to me.”
he sald to-day, *1 love wild anlmals
and know It Is thelr nature to attnek
(men, No; [ don't eare much for tame
|lnlmalu. The flerceness and splendld

courage is beaten out of them, and 1
regard them as I would a cowardly
man."

Yesterday, however, he met with his
most thrilling trial, and his own words
best tell the tale of the encounter with
the wolves,

“About 11 o'clock yesterday morn-
Ing,” he said, today, *I went into the
cige where the gray wolves were fight-
ing. I thought 1 conld separate them
without force, but as a precaution I
armed myself with a club and broom.
Nellle, the female wolf, was more
troublesome than her mate, Dan, and 1
attempted to pacify her first. My pre-
sence seemed to quiet them, and I
thought while I was In the cage 1
would clean It. When 1 had finished I
started to leave by way of a rear door,
but had ne sooner turned my back than
Nellle sprang upon me.

“S8he welghs about 150 pounds, and
when she struck me 1 fell to the floor
with a thud, Dan, her mate, howled
furiously, but did not make an artempt
to attack me until Nellle had my left
arm tightly clenched Letween her sharp
teeth. The pain from the bite was fegr-
ful, and to protect myself 1 struck her
with my club, which seemed at first to
enrage her.

“She sprang at me again, seized my
injured arm between her Jaws, and the
pain Increased so Intensely that 1 was
almost bewildered for the tme. Then
ghe fell on the floor unconscious. [
thought I was through with the strug-
2le, and stnrted dgali to leave Lhe Cuge.

“Dan, the male wolf, in a spirit of
revenge, then attacked me, and strange
as It may seem, after biting me on the
thumb of the right hand, made a fright-
ful growling nolse, and to my amuse-
ment selzed my already badly lacerated
arm, and erunched down upon it

“I yelled for help, and with a thin
broomstick was compelled to fight my
way to liberty, 1 worked my way to
the door of the cage, leading to a small
Inclosure in the rear, and thuugl'lt L
wig safely out, but I was disappointed
agaln, as the female wolf, who is a
cute, cunning  beast, bent me to the
door, and slipped out just aliead of me.

“I was now without elub, broom, or
anything to defend myself, except my
right hand, My left hand and arm were
useless, 1 was covered with blood and
seemed to Infurlate the beasts, who
were growling and prancing about, both
with their glaring eyes upon me., Fate
seemed to be against me for the time,
and a thousand thoughts ran through
my head In an instant,

“But no time was to be lost. Nellle
again started for me. 1 checked her
leap with my foot, and quickly selzed
her by-the throat. She struggled to get
away and bit me, but fortunately Head-
keeper Manley, with six men, arrived
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:Just In tithe to prevent the animal from

tearing me to bits, After some difficul-
ty the wolf was forced Into her cage,
when she and her mate walked to and
fro all day long."—Philadelphia Bul-
letin,

John's Cue Is Doomed.

According to a resldent of Chinatown
the statesmen of the flowery kingdom
are now consldering the fidvisability of
alteriug the (Chinese -law which re-
quires Mongolians to wear cues., The
local Informant Is authority for the
statement that the Chinese ‘wore their
halr Amerlean fushion some 300 yenrs
ago, at which time they ‘Hketvise wore
garments similar to thege .I_p\um' In this
country today. WIth'h new emperor
came an alteration In the two fashions
and ever slnce cues and blouses have
been quite the proper thing.

Now there is a great agitation for a
change  back to the old  style. The
Chinese are of a practieal turn of mind
and nsist that too much thme 18 requir-
o to dress thelr long brajds, There is
consldernble objection to the style now
In vogue, and so persistent for a change
has become the demand that it s Hke-
Iy the law estabishi by, style of
head dress will be slfered, It Is stated
that the Chinese will not wear thelr
hair long, but that thelr heads will he
kept shaven. Only Indefinite rumors
of the proposed change have been pe-
celved from the old countey, but loenl
Chinese express the bellef that the pres.
ent unpopular style will be abolished.
~—Dortland Telegram,

How to Cure a Cold.

To cure a cold first stop eating. The
gyslem is overlonded with (mpuorities
and they must be ellminated, Fast un-
tll these polsons enn be digposed of In
a natural way. Tuke long walks, draw-
Ing In many deep, full brenths: exerelse
every muscle of the by, that the elp-
culation may be quickensd and every
purt of the body thoroughly clennsed
by this aceelerated clrculation. Bathe
nt least onee a day, rmbbing the surface
of the body briskly nll over for five or
ten minutes, After missing from two
Lo three menls If a ravenous appetite
Is nequired it 1s, of course, desirable
to Indulge this appetite, but In modera-
tlon, Under no clreumstances should
the stomach be gorged, nnd those foods
which are unwholesome or but moder-
ately nutritious should be avoided.

Metric System In Russia.

The Russian government has deold-
ed to adopt the metrie standard of
weights and mensures, and the Minls-
try of Finance Is now engaged In con-
#ldering the time and mauvser of Intro-
duclng this reform,




