
LAST WINTER'S OVERCOAT.

When the stormy breeze bluster.
Through the shade trees, lank and bare.

And the linv front Am1m oi.oriU
a the chilly mornine air.

TnVfV we take an Inventni-- v

Andfct 4eful things we gloat;
Naught can wake our tender interest

Like last winter's overcoat.

Tenderly we pick the mothballs
From the pockets where they've lain,'

An4 with' sponge and brush we labor
To remove each spot and Btain;

Mourning o'er the frequent tokens
Of our hungry friend the moth,

Where he foraged at his leisure
Oa the sleek imported cloth.

But at length, with some misgivings,
We pronounce it fit to wear;

Yet we shun our dude companions
And resent their haughty Btare.

And we're apt to lose some slumber
And some envy we devote

To the man who need not worry
O'er last winter's overcoat.
Peter Grant.

5 The Little Lacemaker.

DLLE. NOEMI a! the surgeon np- -

of and, unwillingly,
as ;aw"y- -

modesty and commanded "You must not him any
respect of tion, or we guarantee

thirteen years Your wound Is
she lived with" her lug well; will recover, that cer- -

become the head of the house, lubored
for hia little sister and himself at cabi-

net
The two lived happily together; but

the years passed and the time of mili-

tary service came. Louis was obliged
to go. Tbe was terrible to
fiose two children, who loved each
er so much.

Left alone In the little lodgings, thus
suddenly become too for her, Noe-m- l

with bleeding heart applied herself
to her work and wrought marvels from
the flax

Each she carried back her
and when she returned home dl- -'

her earuiugs ln parts. Must
she not send a small subsidy to her sol-

dier, who was thinking of her there In
' far-awa- y

On hiis side Ixmls behaved ln his regi-

ment as he did ln Valenciennes; that Is
" to say, like an honest man, and so, at

the end of the second year of his ab-

sence he was able to announce one
beautiful morning that he had been
promoted to be sergeant.

You can Imagine how happy Noeml
wasl How her heart throbbed with joy!

fUi. how proud she was of her dear
brother! But her happiness was short.
In a few weeks came a letter. The war-clou- d

had burst all at once; armed
France rushed to tbe frontier of the
Bast.

The dreadful war began.
From the letters of her beloved Louis

she- learned the successive defeats of
the French army, Woerth, Uozenville,
Saint-rrlvat- e, Gravelotte, Sedan. Then
silence followed no more letters, no
more

Noeml, who never read the 'papers
hastened now to the office of the Guet-
teur de Valenciennes and of the Echo

, de Froutlere, seeking there some lit- -

' tie ray of hope. She listened to the
talk on the street, she mingled with
the groups of people commenting on

the news, she gave ear to the painful
accounts of the war nnd she learned,
with a sinking heart, Unit her brother's
regiment had met with severe losses.

the wounded soldiers were
sent, through Ilirsun nnd Avesnes, to

the towns and cities the northern
frontier. Every day fresh-convoy- s ar-

rived in Valenciennes.
AH the hospitals were full, and stll!

they came. Then private ambulances
were everywhere, churches
and factories opened their doors to the
unfortunate wounded soldiers.

One morning the report was circu-
lated that a convoy wounded from
her brother's regiment had arrived dur
I rig the night.

To the poor girl a glimmer of hopi
returned.

She ran from one to the other, asking
" of the nurses, bending every

bet the luie of the morning vanished
All at once she remembered that tin

day before they had opened In Salnt-Sanlv- e

a hospital Intended especially
for the officers. Was there any possi-
bility that an unknown seTgeant might
have been brought there? Surely not
Tot, notwithstanding, she found
tr!V5th to go thither.
An army surgeon toward her.
"What do you mademoiselle?"
"Oh, monsieur! Pardon I I am look

Ing for my brother, Sergeant Louis Ver-dler.-

"Tou mean Louis Ver-dier?-

And pointing" with his flngei
down the long row of mattresses on the
floor, "there he Is ln the sixth bed.'

To the poor girl It seemed as If the

earth vanished from beneath her feet.
She choked back an exclamation of joy.
tottered forward a few steps and witl
an outburst of Infinite happiness knelt
be-for- ted of Verdler
who. with bis bead wrapied ln linen
ot&ji lying In a heavy stupor.

"Loulal Loulat It Is L" she

EVOLUTION OF A SIGNATURE.

)tiu li(c FtldpH

Signature of L ent. A'cK'nley la K64. Sfjnafsre cl Prei'tftst of United Slates la UC8

Those fond ot studying character in handwriting will find much of interest in
the signatures of First Lieut. William McKiuley. Jr., 'of the Twenty-thir- d Ohio

. volunteer infantry, and William McKinley, President of the United States. Un
less one looks closely at the signatures it may seem hard to trace much simi-
larity. Still, it is there, and can be found in a number of places.

When the older of the signatures was written the father of the boy lieutenant
was alive, and the future President was William Jr. This signature was writ-
ten across the face of a small photograph, and there was not room to spell

out in full, even if the lieutenant had wished to do so. The photo-
graph was taken and the signature written when President McKiuley was 21
years old, and when he had not had occasion to sign the name more than a few

comparatively. The othe signature is thirty-fiv- e years older, being that of
the President of the nation. For all the changes that time made in the signa-
ture and in the man who wrote it, there are interesting similarities la the two

s. '

jlalmed, trembling, with clasped hands,
ready to fall.

At appeal the wounded man re-

covered tils consciousness, opened his
eyes and perceived his sister, but not
being able to raise his head he stretch- -
(Hi forth both his hands, which
seized in hers and covered with tears.
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"Oh, monsieur le docteur "
"Never mind monsieur le docteur.

This Is enough for to-da- y. Come back
morning, but now go home."

"Do you see, my dear Louis," said
the happy Noeml to him a few days
later, sitting by the bedside of her
brother, "yesterday the merchant for
whom I work ordered of me a piece of
magnificent bice for a wealthy English
hou.se. I began to work on It last night
and 1 hope to finish It in ten days. For
this work they will pay me a very high
pries. Do you know what I am going
to do with the money ?" .

'Speak, my darling," answered the
young officer.

"The surgeon says that you will soon
be able to get up. I am going to take
you home to our little nest and take
care of you day and night. You shall
see how happy we will be and how
quickly you will be well."

"Dear, dear sister! Oh. what a good
Idea, and how I shall' hasten to get
strong, so as to be able to go with you."

One morning, when she came ln, ra
diant with gladness, her brother bade
uer speak low and pointed with his eyes
to a new wounded officer, whom they
hud brought lu and placed on a mat
tress beside his own. The wounded
man was M. de Lauterac d'Arnboyse,
lieutenant "aux chasseurs a pled" and
had been struck In the shoulder by a
bombshell.

"Poor young man!" said Noeml, com
passionately. "He has uo sister to take
care of him." And she became Interest
ed In this man, whose death seemed
certain.

Iu the meantime the days went by
ind lands' convalescence , progressed
rapidly. Had he not promised to hurry?
Ou the morning of the tenth day Noeml
arrived, joy lu her face, bringing a pre-

cious pnckiige wrapped lu tissue paper.
She, too. had kept her word; her mar-

velous work was finished and she
brought It to show her brother before
carrying It to the merchnnt who order-
ed It, and In her joy nt beitg able to
take her brother home she forgot about
the poor, wounded man lying beside
her.

"See how beautiful It Is!" she said.
displaying the delicate masterpiece up-

on the bed proud of It, not because of

enabled
ardent wish, to bring her dear couval
escent Into their little in the little
street, Into the small lodgings where
happiness would come back at the re
turn of beloved brother.

And they were both hnppy. With
hands clasped, they the
lellcate late.

All at once a piercing shriek drew
them from their ecstasy.

In making an effort to rise M. de Lau
terac d'Ambroyse had disarranged bis
bandages, the wound reopened, and the
unfortunate man fell back on his bed
covered with blood.

At the scream the surgeon was on the
Spot and In a twinkling had removed

bandage.
"Quick, quick! Some lint!" cried.

"Hurry, hurry!"
And while the nurses, beside them-

selves at the cries of the patient
everywhere for what was at

hand, the stream of blood kept flow-

ing ami tbe anxious surgeon multiplied
his nppeals.

The brother and sister, motionless,
pale with fright exchanged one glance.
Noeml precious lace, tore It
In pieces, and gave It to the who
applied It to the wound.

Tbe hemorrhage was
I iu Is and Noeml, trembling with

emotion, looked at each other.
"Dear sister, thanks ." That was

nil that 1ouls could say.
"It will make but a few days' do-l.v- ,"

young girl, keeping

back the tears just ready to flow. "I
will begin my work again."

Lieutenant de Lauterac l'Ambroyse Is
to-da-y colonel; he Is the father of three
children; one a big, pretty girl, almost
as beautiful and sweet as her mother,
whose name she wears, Noeml; and two
fine-lookin-g lioys, who are "'terrors," as
their uncle assures us, the brave com-

mandant Louis Vernier.

LINIMENTS MADE AT HOME, j

Thejr Are Frequently of Great Value for
the Cure of l.lseaae.

is difficult to find a liniment that
will be of more general usefulness than j

simple camphorated oil, or camphor
liniment, as it is often called. It Is val- - j

liable for rubbing on the outside of the
throat or on the chest as a gentle sttin- - j

ulaut, or it may be used in- - case of i

chronic rheumatism, where It must be
applied with friction to give any relief.
It may be purchased of the dutigglst or
it may lie prepared at home by dissolv
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Improvements telephoto

cameras said have obviated the
old which required long ex-
posures, and have rendered possible
to take pictures with such cameras
quickly as with those

The Improvement has been
effected by placing tube, containing a
positive lens end and negative

the other, front the ordinary
of the camera.

It Is with some surprise that one
reads In recent of the director

the National Observatory
that, taking area Into account, earth-
quakes about twice frequent
Greece as they In The latter

j country has usually been looked
par excellence the land earth--

l quakes. It would earth
quakes are, upon the more se--

vere than those In Greece, the
great architectural

have suffered much from
disturbances.

The tobacco de-
pends upon nicotine, but upon
certain compounds, chemical nature

which Is said to wholly unknown,
that the flavor aroma which

like. These compounds dif-

fer In quality and quantity hi different
of the leaf. There Is no apparent

ICWiiuu 1 tuti tXk

and the of nicotine. Nicotine
diminishes during the processes

while the flavor and aroma
It has been the

latter due the bacteria.
Norman Lockyer out that
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TERRACES OF NEW ZEALAND.

I'lnk and White Cliffs Are A (tain Mak
ln I heir Appearance.

Henry M. Cadell, a Scotchman who
some years ago Wrote one of the
condensed accounts of our Yellowstone
Park, hns been visiting the volcanic
zone In North Island, New Zealand,
where be caught of the pink
and white terraces that were burled out
of sight fourteen years ago. This re-

gion Is a laud of wonders. No part of
the world, except the Yellowstone Park,
Is so conspicuous for hot springs and
geysers. They burst from the ground
endlessly la form, size and

composition. Long before
European settlers saw New Zealand the
thermal and mineral waters attracted
the natives who hud discovered their
curative properties. Mr. Cadell says
that some sanatorlums have now been
erected here and are visited by many
New Zealanders and foreigners.

Mount about 3,000 feet
high, was supposed to be extinct till
188(1, when one winter's night It sud
denly awoke. The natives who live
around the shores of tbe beautiful lake
of the same name at the foot of the

will be entirely fireproof. In storm volcano told Mr. Cadell that eleven days

Century

athletics.
thirty-fiv- e

StilTlt

glimpses

diversified
chemical

before tbe catastrophe they saw a spec
tral canoe floating In the heavens above
the lake. They had never seen any-
thing like it before and they believe the
spectacle was a forewarning some
terrible event would occur. Mirages

fawn

nomenon of this sort perhaps only
curiously shaped cloud.

Tbe explosion came with scarcely
moment's warning. A
shock disturbed the entire region and

Building In will be Illegal. The the ash-cover- summit of the volcano
trip from suburban home to office will was blown the air to a height of
require a few minutes only. A penny 20,000 feet, visible for 150 miles. Flam- -

will pay fare. Ladles' Home ng scoriae and a deluge of ashes fell
nai. In dense showers oa the surrounding

; .. , ,. , 'district Many villages were cnuled
A gooa many peop.e umui o ".beneath the weight of ashes

they smoked at the late election. mivf of mU( MaJljr

places were buried deep under layers 4
volcanic dust.

One of the most regrettable feature
of the explosion was the destruction of
the "Wonder of Wonders," the famous
mineral spring which filled a crater
about 650 feet in circumference and.
overflowing, Its transparent, alabaster
like margin fell In thin azure sheets
from basin to basin. As It fell the wa-

ter, saturated with silica and sulphur
ous substances, became cooler and grad
ually changed color from the sapphire
tints of the upper basin to turquoise
blue lower down and a slightly
shade where the waters entered the
lake. These "white terraces,"
as they were called, were among the
most beautiful of sights and few for-
eigners going to New Zealand failed to
pay them a visit The terraces were
blotted out beneath a heat of scoriae.
Mr. Cadell brings the Interesting news
that here and there these gorgeously
colored ro:ks are again coining into
view and It Is evident from his descrip-
tion of the region lu Its present aspects
that the phenomena of this wonderland '

will always continue to rauk among the
most remarkable of nature's spectacles.

New York Sun.

THE WRONG ENVELOPES.

A Little Mtatake that Cost Senator
Chundler bonie Uneasiness.

Senator Chandler, of New Hampshire,
Is kuown as one of tbe most exact and
painstaking of men. He rarely makes
mistakes, has little patience to
spare for those of others. But the wily
and careful Senator was recently guilty
ot a oiuuuer wuicn cost imu uiucu trou
ble to rectify. It was nothing more or
less than exchanging upon
two letters written about the same mat-
ter. The story as related by his very
dear friends runneth thus:

Once upon a time Chandler received
an lnvltatlou from Senator Frye to go
up to one of the Maine lakes and enjoy
a spell of hunting and fishing. Politics
would, of course, come up during the
quiet evenings. Senator Chandler had

severe flannel In therefore Iras old as art other thereupon
and and lild have advanced Another two wife,

the a of cotton fact the
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invitation from Frye to go up with him
Into Maine for a hunting and Ashing
,trlp; but I shall not accept. Frye Is a
temperance crank and never has any
thing for himself or friends to drink.
and therefore I have got out of the
thing as diplomatically as I can. There
Is not much enjoyment under the cir
cumstances." :

The letter then ran on to detail other
domestic confidences.

The letter received by Mrs. Chaadlei
ran merrily along these lines:

"My Dear Frye: I received your In
vitation and am very sorry that I can-
not accept. You know Mrs. Chandler Is
very disagreeable about such things,
and so I must decline. Some other time,
when 1 can get up a good story to Justi-
fy the fun.". ,

The first Intimation which Scnater
Chandler had of his error was an indig
nant missive from the wife of his bosom
berating him for his ungallant couduct
In holding her up to his friends as a
disagreeable woman.

Senator Frye, fortunately for Chan
dler, held his pence, as he did not know
whether or not the epUtle was loaded.
and fancied that the contretemps might
be merely one of Chandler's little Jokes,
which would have an ending disastrous
to Internieddlers. The truth of the mat
ter Is that Senator Chandler Is Just as
much of a teetotaler as his confrere
from Maine, but the other Senators who
have heard of the nffalr are chaffing
him unmercifully. Success.

Why Did They Miss?
Hunters' tales raie.y mnke mention

of poor shots and failtms, and a story
which depicts the remiuk-nbl-e III suc
cess of some famous shots In California
a few .years ego Is therefore all the
more Interesting. The narrator, Frank
Marryatt, terms the Incident the one
marvelous tale In his book, "Mountains
and Molcb.lls." ln former times It
would have passed for a miracle.

Three of us were out at midday In
search of venison ln the Santa llosa
Valley. The sky was cloudless and tbe
sun blazing hot. Making for a shady
thicket we unexpectedly started a doe
In the long grass. She was out of range
before we could raise a gun, there
si 111 remained a fawn. The pretty In
nocent stood perfectly still, gazing at
us. Our larder was bare, and we could
not afford to be merciful.

Tbe fawn stood motionless as I ad
vanced a few puces and took, as I fan
cied, deadly aim. I missed, and still It
did not move. The others fired, and
missed also.

From the same distance about ser- -

enty-fiv- c yards we fired each four bill- -

years. His Increase of stature will re-- ! are sometimes seen In that region. The let" without success. Still the
suit from better health, due to vast re-- canoe mar have been merely a phe- - moved but a pace or two, and our rifle

a

blocks

the

dry

but

ammunition was exhausted.
I then crept up to the fawn, and with-

in twenty paces fired twice at It with
my pistol. Then, unharmed, It quietly
walked away In search of Its mother.

We looked at each other In surprise.
Fourteen shots within sevonty paces of
a motlon'e-- s deer! "Well, I'll be
hanged!" was one man's comment.
"Crack shots!"

We could not explain It, unless the
rarefactlot of the a r had made the
dew seem nearer than It was.


