The Llama’s Curse.
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HIY walter bronght us our opler

E!‘ aidd the change out of Tom Mop-
lon’s half-sovereign. | pushed the

latter over toward him with my lert
bz, -

*Your change, Tow." sald 1.

“Yes, of course,” sald Tom, who was
abrorbed In the story he was telling
me Ile put out his hand as 1f to pick

the mouey up, bt seemed to remember |

something, for he drew his band back
stiddenly,

“Goml lieaven!”
forgotien hat,"

He ook out his handkerehlef, wrap-
ped it around the forefinger of his right
haimd, awd then, with the forefiuger so
coverad, gently seraped the miotiey to-
ward liim, plece by picce, and earnestly
lnoked at each coln.

"Now, look here, Tom,” sald I, “this
Is 4 very pretty story that yoir have
been telling me, hut don’t try and give
It an air of reallty by a performance
ke that."

*You enn belleve it or not, just ax you
like,” said Tom, “but 1 tell you, red,
thint plece of money Is coming along
this way some day. 1 bave seen it
once, nud—1 left it on the table, You
don’t catoh me touching any ecoin while
I e certain that one Is tn clreulation.,
Bt let me conclude what I was telling

i P

said he, “and 1 had

“Urgn is one of the most peculiar
places you could think of, and oune of
our first duties was to present ourselves
to the Grand Llnma, We had e get a
palnoguin, for it was only meet (hat
Burcpeans of our hmportance should
ko o state, and it was while en route
that we suddenly came to the prayiug
mill,  This was a sort of ‘round-nhout,’
with huge wooden posts sticking out
ul the side, which every Buddhist pass-
fug was supposed o take hold of, and
push the mill round at least once,

“What cansed Phil to do what he qid
hen 1 don't know, but something seem-
el to Impel him to get out of the palan-
quin, make a run over to e  mill,
citeln hold of one of the wooden posts
and commence to push it around at its
wpmost pace, The sguare where the
mill was erected was pretty well tilled
with people, aud when some of those
stiw what had been done they came
rushing toward ns, shouting and gestic:

“ulating,  Phil had undoubtedly com-
miltted a sacrflege, and I was fearful
Tor his safety. These fanatical Mongo-
Hius, onee their religion s assalled in
auny shiape or form, would certainly
Liave no merey upon the assallant,

“Phil eame hurriedly back to

Jumped into the palaoguin and order-
«d the bearers to get on, But they
were strack dumb with terror.  The
mob came for us, smashed o the doors
of the palanquin, dragged us out, and
for two winutes there was the Hyvellest
fight on record going on. We got the
worst of it aud broised, bleeding and
Ingensible, were curted oflf to prison.

“We were tnken before the Grand
Linmu, and then and there he ordered
us to be sent across the Siberian fron-
tler with the utmost dispateh.  The

e,

next dany we were hurried along under | around the room.
an escort of soldlers, and It was not | polsive movement, he drew off liis

long before we arvived nt the frontier,
the town of Migmarshin, which really
1s the Mongolian portion of Kialkta, We
were taken along to the yellow posts
which marked the actual frontier, and
there the soldiers of the Llaua stopped.
We were removed from the palioguin
In which we had been earried, aml woere
commanded to &t down o few yards
from the posts, Not twenty feet away
were the black and white posts of the
Russlans, and it was Indeed sowething
10 glndden our eyes to see the Lrown
cont and the astenchan fez of the Rus-
wian Cossack who stood there oo sen-
Ly, .

“Our guards spread themselves out,
thien there came forward a Buddhist
priest, who began to tilk to us in a
Jnrgon which, of course, we could uot
understand., He finlshed at length and
produced from Lis robe o wire on which
were threaded some hundreds of Drass
‘ragh,’ which the Chinese always carry,
He took two of the ‘cash’ off the wire
sud lald them In front of us oo the
Fround,

“Phen the priest began waving his
arms about, and the Mongolinns ook
ot thelr hand prayer mils and began
tirning them for all they were worth,
The volee of the priest then rose on the
ale, L He sald three or four words and
spat deliberately at each of the colns,
which had been put on the ground be-
fore us.

That was all. The priest departed,
1iie goldier escorted us to the posts, the
Itusginn sentry presented his pitle and
wepresented our passports,  We piss-
o ovor nod Lreathed the comparitively
I'reeqir of Russin, Our first duty when
we wore in Klaktn was to go straight
fo the governor and lay our complalnt
before him, He was agitated when he
heard of the ceremony at the frontler,
#nd fo11 us that the Buddhist priest
bhad put Into clrculation two coins
which hnd recelved the sun god's curse,
end that these colns would cleculute

~i‘h"““ﬁmut the world, harmless to
{ Veversloly except thle two they were

,See——how wany are there Lere?

:
ceeeeed

destined for, The instant possession of
either of these by the person cursed
would wenan Immediate destruction.
“Nor was this all—the colns wight
BOU come to us as brass “cash,’ they

[ milght come to us us a4 Kopeck piece, or

a5 o rouble; as marks or prenunigs, as
tranes or contimes, as anything, whers
ever we might be, We should never
know when they were coming; we

should take them in the ordinary wWany; '
we should handle them, but only for |

one  moment; the
shonld be dead.”

One day Tom séut for me, and it was
o tell me that he was golug to be mur-
rled.  This struck me as something pe-
culiar, for I had thought Tom Morton
Was one of the last men lkely to fall
In love. The wedding duly came o,
everybody was pleased, and Tom and
his bride went awny to the south of
France. A few more weeks rolled by
and Tom returned, There wis to be a
reception at thelr Londou Louse, and
the luvitation which was sent me was
vne which I could not well refuse,

Iu the evening 1 bad the opportunity
of a chat with Tow. We had goue out
on the bnleony, which overlooked the
garden, and there 1 purposely made
reference to the superstltion which he
had for the Llama's coin.
suid 4, “now that you
hive gone unscuthed all these years,
You are begiuning to lose falth in the
potency ot that prophecy

“Well, 1o tell you the trath,” said
Tom, I am getting u letle shanky about
it and*when one beging to reason, si-
perstition on any subject Is likely to
get knocked out. 1t has strock me that
alter all It may be hut mere foolery,”

We entered the room once more, but 1
wns dying for n smoke, and, muking
somie excuse, 1 slipped away to the
suioking roow, 1 had bheen sittog there
nhout five minntes when Towm Morton
cnme in.

“What do you think?” he sald. “My
wife has got this Mongolian story inte
her head <o wmueh that she is perfectly
rldiculous. She Las been telling eyery-
body abont i1, and, of conrse, they are
ull langhing, and the worst of it all js
that she is lnughing with them at we,
But come, come, old fellow, | waunt to
show you something,”

I rose, threw my clgarette end away,
and followed him,  We went along the
corrlilor to the drawing room, which
was crowded, and even ns we entered
I heartl Mrs, Morton's yvoloe,

“1 renlly do belfeve it will bhe sych
fun™ she was saying.  “Here comes
Tom, and now we will try. A coln, It
you please, from eaclh of you. Let me
TW k11
-8ix, good! then I waunt twenty-six
volus,”

“Now, Tom," she sald, “take off that
wretched glove and let us demoustrate
that you ean touch money with your
utigloved haml,'

Tom was pule, and I saw his brow
shining with perspiration. He wutter-
el something, but what It was was lost
in the laughter and banter which went
With a quick, -
right

mext moment we

L s,

glove,

“Well” he said, and I saw his lips
wresthe Into a havd, unmivthful smile,
“L will take the colns just to sliow you
that I am not afrald.”

Then, one by one, his wife counted
oul the coins Into his hand, Twenty
were already there, when, unable to
control the Impulse which came over
me, 1 started up, and eried: “Drop It,
Tom, Why challenge such a thing as
that ¥

He looked at me, and I saw how pale
and how stern was his fuce,  He sald
nothing to me, but merely tmrened to Lils
wife with the wlhisper: “Go on®

“Twoaty-one, twenty-two, twenty-
three, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-
dlx, twenty-seven—"

“Twenty-seven," [ crled, “what s
that, there are only twenty-six people
here, there is o mis—" But 1 conld get
no further. Tom had staggered back,
Lils body shrunken in size. Tle fell to
the Hoor. A death-llke sllence fell over
the assemblage., 1 strode over to my
frlemd’s prostrate form,

Tom was dead and cold, and in his
vight hand there were  twenty-seven
colng, I looked at the top one: It wis a
Germon plece, value twenty marks, 1
took It to the light and gazed upon it
Across the profile of Emperor Willlnm
L 1 saw aomark which deseribed o true
square, and then [ kuew that the
Llnmi's curse at length had had effect,
—I'enny Dictoral Magaziue,

Pretty Sweot.
Frank R, Btockton, the story-wriler,
was onee drinking ten with o young
lady, who sald to bim: It seems lu-
conslstent, Mr, Stockton, for us to put
sugar In our tea to make it sweet, and
then to put in lemon to make it sour,"
“Ah, well,” replied the nuthor of “The
Lady or the Tiger?" “but you know we
Hke to have both women and men in
aoclety.”—Ladles' Home Journal,

All some women get out of thelr
church work, 18 to be “talked about”
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| The thought of founding an associa-
|tion that would preserve the friend-
|Blips and memories of thelr common
' trinls and dangers among the men who
'fought for the Unlon during the Civil
‘“’llr‘ wits concelved by the Rev. WIill-
Jlwm J Rutledge, of Petersburg, 111.,

{who, duting the wilr, was chaplain of |

the FFourteenth Hlinols Infantry. Chap-
laln Rutledge was the tentwate and
Inthuate friend of Dr, B. 1. Stephenson
ufter the latter jolned the Mourteenth
itegiment ln 1862, To him he suggest-
ed lits Idea, and they agreed to work to-
gether for the purpose of organizing
such an asso®ation afrer the close of

the war.
[ Aftor prace had beon rostered Lot
weres musterad out and retmmed  to

thelr homes, They kept up a lively cor-
respondence, however, and In Marel,
1866, met, by appointment, in Spring-
field, 1L, to consider the draft of a rit-
ual for the organization which they in-
tended to found. Dr, Stephenson had
Prepared such a draft and cousnlied
tmnny former officers of the Union army
|l rerferende to I, among them Col.John
M. Buypder, Governor Oglesby's seore-
trys Dr James Hamilton, Maj, Rob-
ert M. Woods, Maj. Robert Allen, +(ol.
Martin Flood, Col. Danlel Grass, Col.
Edward Prince, and muny others,

The ritunl was finally adopted and
priated in the office of the Decatur, 111,
Tribune, which was owned by L. W,
Colrein and Joseph Pryor.  Both men,
s well as nearly all theip cmployes,
had been In the military service during
the war, They were all pledged to the
utmose seerecy.  Capt, John 8, Phelps
superintended the printing of the rit-
unl.

Maj. B. I, Sthphenson was the moy-
Ing spirit of the movement, snd de-
voted bimself to his task with great
energy and enthusiasn.,  His friends
suceesded in interesting muny other
ofticers and men of the Tnlon army on
belialf of the proposed organization,
il it was finglly formed in Springfield
In Mareh, 1806,

The tirst post was founded In De-
catur, 1L, through the efforts of Dy,

WOMEN WHO SELL PAPERS.
Comparativery l-‘cw\ of the Sex in the
Husiness in Chicago.

There are not many women In Chi-
eago who follow the business of selllng
arwWspupers on the street, but those swho
do are not lacking in persistency, says
the Chroulele. They have sm‘vmfuit-
vanlages over boys, oue belng their
fex and age, which appenl to buyers of
pnpers; auother s a commotion on the
street does not divert them from thelr
calling,  Thelr wemory of faces Is re-
uarkabie. When o man buys g puper
twice of 4 woman he I8 looked upon a8
& regular customer, and If he does pot
keep It up from day to day she puts on
the look of one who I8 injured. This
little teick works well, Not a few men
will make It o point to defer purchas-
lng until they veach her stevet corner,
Not o few men regard the patronizing
o sueh persons as a sort of charity and
that wakes them ke to put themsel ves
out a little to do 1. All these eharne-
terlstics of men the woman vender of
pewspapers understands, and with ey-
pry sale there goes with the paper a
ook aud a smile which make the buyer
feel In hls soul that he |s nmeliornting
the condition of the poor and he comos

pgaln,

Nearly all women street venders of
aewspapers in Chleago are consider-
ably pust middle age, and their make-
up Is one of genteel poverty—of “l have
secn better dnys”  Bome who sesw dir-
(g the day spead an hour or two In ' the
later afternoon and early evening sell-
Ing papers, because they need the recre-
ation and alr, besides they make a 1t-
te money out of it, which is a great
help to them o meeting expenses,

There are a few newspaper sellers
iwho feteh a child with them to the
street, which serves ag a8 manufactuyrer
of sympathy. The child may belong to
the woman who has It, and it may he
borrowed for the oceaslon. The Iattor
becomes o prety self-evident fact when
the chilld does not always put In Is
Rppearance, and especinlly so when the
ehtld bears no lkeness of the woman
and they act one townrd the other as if
there was po bond of relationsghip exist-
log between them.  The ehild's part (o
the pluy for sympathy and trade I8 a
ronspicuous one,  If 1t I8 not too large
It Is carrlied In the woman's arms while

the stands nand on her lap while she
sits, but In any event It is kept well .
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4. W, Routh and Capt, M. 1. Kanan, of
that efty. It was organized by Muajor
Stephenson and  Captaln Phelps on
Aprll 8, 1868, Tle olficers were mus-
tered in by Major Steplenson, who
then dechitred the post duly organized
and ready for the transaction of nny
amdd all business that might come be-
fore 1t, At the regular meeting on
April 10, 1846, N, G. Burns, Hénry Gor-
man, N, K, Winholtz, W, H. Andrews
and W, . B. Rowe were mustered in
as new members off the post.

In the meanthue Major Stephenson
adl his comrades worked hard to per-
fect the constitution, which was tnally
accepied at a meeting In Springtield,
Muy 9, 1866, It was printed in Spring-
field, and coples were sent to the Decy-
tur Post No. 1 on May 15, followed
shortly after by coples of the revised
rlinal.  Accomding to the constitution
the name of the national organization
wus to be *The Grand Army ot the Re-
public,” and precinet, county and State
organlzations were provided for. Prior
to the formal lnstitation of Post No, 2
bt Springfield g departmental staff had
been agroed upon to prosecute the work
of organizing posts,

The first Stnte conventlon or encamp-
ment to form the Department of 11-
nols was held at Springfield, 1., on
July 12, 1866, At that thne there were
alveaddy thivty-nine Grand Arviny posis
in the State of Illinois that had pe.
ceived thelr charters. The call for (he
conventlon was signed by many of the
most promioent former army officers in
the State. The conventlon was cajled

to the foreground as a childish nppeal
for patronage. It Is a good eurd, and
even men and women who belleve It Is
all a play cannot always resist - the
promptings of thelr sympathy., Such
women move from place to place. Thay
are on one street corner to-duy, another
to-morrow, and somewhere olse  the
next day. They do not work for regu-
lar customers—that is, those who bor-
row bables for the oveaslon,

There are a few women whoe are In
the trade as o business, They are out
carly and late, always on hand for the
first lssue of the “B$tra,” and thoey
push themselves forward quite as ge-
tively as the newshoys hustle.  Such
women do not resbrt to subterfuge,

They do not play for sympathy, nor do
they elaim any favors beenuse of thelr

WOMAN NEWSPAP)IE DEALER.

sex, They rely upon their push, en-
ergy and perhaps love of the excltoe-
ment, Anyway, they go about it ke a
merchant who knows his goods have |
merlt and that It Is his business to
prociadm that fact far and pear.

There are a few quite old women In
the business of selling newspapers on
the street, and their age aud fechleness
oblige them to have a regular place to
#it down. They have regular customery
who buy of them out of honest sym-
pathy because it 18 thele chief If not
thelr only means of support, and rarely
ever ls change asked when a nioke] |s
given. This class, as a rule, are nent
nnd clean In appenrance and express
thelr gratitude with thelr eyes rather
than In words. It may be sald that
there are no young women In the busl-

to order by Major Stephenson and Col.
Walter B, Seates, of Chicago, was elect-
ed president. The Department of 111
nols was formally organlzed.

The first uational encampment, in
which the natlonal organization of the
Grand Army of the Republic was per-
feeted, was held at Indinnapolls, Ind.,
on Nov, 20, 18068, 1t was called to order
by Commander-in-Chlef B, I, Stephen-
son, and Gen. John M. Palmer was
elected permanent president of the
couvention. The war Governor of Ln-
diana, Oliver P. Morton, attended the
enenmpment and was recelved with
greatl enthusiasm,

The second national encampment of
the Gand Army did pot take place wn-
til Jan, 15-17, 1868, and was held at
Philadelphia, John A. Logan. of THI-
nois, was elected commander-ln-chief,
He was re-elected at the following two
national encampmentsatQinelnnat) and
Washington, I, €. The fifth national
encampment was held at Boston asul
elected AL K. Burnslde commander-in-
chiler

During 1he firat years of s exlst-
ence the growth of the Grand Army of
the Republie was comparatively slow,
and uot untll the latter part of the 708
(1 Its marvelous growth really begin,
In 1878 the Grand Army comprised but
S1L016 members, while at the present
thme It comprises 7,184 posts, with 286, -
153 members, The greatest number of
memnbers was reached in 1800, when
the natlonal organization comprissd
ADDASD  members o good standing.
Afwer this It Is expected that the num-
ber will steadily decrease, owing to the
mortality among the veterans,

Following Is o st showing the num-
ber of members of the Grand Army|
durlng the years from 1878 1o the pPres-
ent thne;

ISTR .00 SLOIG 1S9O ... .. 400,480

18T ooene 447521801 ., ... .. 407,781
ISNO L..oie GOGB4 1802 .. « o 8399,.880'

ISS1 ..., BO,850 1808 .

. vhanwe S0T.228
1883, ..... 134,501 VN s 00,083
1110 215,440 1805 ... .. 357.080
1884 . .00 2TH108 1800 ., . <. 340,610
1886 ...... 204, 78T 1807 ., ... .. B10,456
ISSE L. o. e B28.071 1808 sanen e OD,G08
ISST L0 805,016 1899 .., ..., ZRTA08
1888 . ..... AT2000 1000 ., vess a80,408
1889 . ..... 807.074

streets in Chileago, but there arve a nimn-
ber of givls runging in age trom 8 to 12
years, and nearly all of them are bold,
persistent and always chewlng guam.
They look untldy and seem to hnve no
ambition to better thefr condition,

Grant Allen's Sense of Justice,

The Post of Philadelphia 1s responsi-
ble for the following story of “Grant
Allen’s Sense of Justice." e had, it
appears, written a paper npon Inseets
amnd bugs and sent It to his publisher.
In It he minutely described both the
bad aml good sldes of his subjects,
Heveral duys alter he had dispatehed
the manuseript he wrote to the pub-
Hsher: “"Return at once proofs of chap-
ter on bugs, I have foumd out that I
have done one of them an Injustice, 1
dreamt about him all one night, after
I malled the matter to you, and he
Iooked at me with reproachful eyes and
suld I had made him out worse than
he was, In looking up his history from
n luter source 1 have found out that he
wits right.”

China 1o Outstrip Japan,

When the outslde Interference whieh
I8 now Inevituble ghnll have removed
or modifled the existing bars to trade
Ching will leave Japan far behind frem
the Industvial standpolnt, The Ohlpese
are a8 remarkable for thelr commer-
clal morality as the Japanese are for
the opposite; they are more solld, better
balanced, take longer views, and nre,
in ghort, more merchants nud less ped-
dlers than the same class In Jupan, and
the nutural resoufees of thele Immense
conntry are such as Japan cannot hope
to compete with, poor as she is In min-
ernl wealth and subject to the mest
disastrous natural convulsions,

Specinl Delivery Is Popular,

The popularity of the special delivery
braneh of the United States mall ser-
viee Is evidenced by the fact (hat In
1800 more thuu 52,000,000 of these spe-
clul stamps were sold, The distance
traveled by the messengors who dely-
ered these letters Is estimated at neap-
ly 8,000,000 miles,

A girl who tnkes two hat pins te
fasten her hat on her halr, which then
will not stay on, ought to be lost In ad-
miration of the bald-headed men,

ness of selllng newspapers on the |
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The proprietor of & hotel resembles [}
multitude, befug a host in bimself,




