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Wil the pedestrian finally be coms,
pelled to equip himself with a gong?

The Iatest deceased epleure left recl-
pee for no less than fifty soups and how
to get into them.

]

Henceforth the story of the average
Methodist minister's wife will not be
such a moving one.

Two Texns cowboys who fought a
fluel with Winchesters escaped arrest,
but the coroner got them both.

The owners of the land in Pennsyl-
vanla where successful wells have
been driven struck oll practically and
fGnancially.

Two Amerlean vaudeville companles
have salled for Manlla with a few kegs
of salted coon songs and plekled jokes
of the 1800 vintage.

_—

As a recognltlon of the progress of
women's rights the old expression,
“Paste this In your hat,”” has been
changed to “Stlck this In your milli-
m."

Automoblles and bleyeles may eome
and go. but they won't starve out the
horse, These shows he's having Indi-
eate he'll never be without a bit in his
mouth,
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Love's goddess, all.compelling Venus
being born of the waves Is not so
much a symbol of the summer girl's
effectiveness, as that sea power must
rule the world.

An Italian sclentlst announces that
dreams are Inherlted. People who have
the nightmare may, therefore, conclude
that away back romewhere thelr ances-
tors were hostlers or Jockeys.

The appellate division of the Supreme
Court of New York has declded that,
despite the decision of a jury, six cents
is not to be accepted as the value of a
life or a boy kllled by a trolley car,

Dr. Edward Everett Hale, who 1s an
alumnus of Harvard College, braved
Boston and all Its elassical purlleus the
other day by saying In a lecture that
for half a century Harvard College had
& fashlon for teaching fads.

Many of the officers now In the Fhil-
ippines, who were appolnted from elvil
life because they had a “"pull,” are now
ready to admit that the fellows who
lacked Influence and had to stay at
home are the fortunate ones, after all.
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Two men emptled thelr platols at
each other In Ohicago without hitting
mny inoocent bystanders. HExperience
seems to be countlng for something
there, at last. In this case the Innocent
bystanders ran with all thelr might as
soon as the ghooting began,
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Bubseriptions are being ralsed to
provide a home for sick and Indigent
actors and actresses, We suggest that
it be located somewhere near the geo-
graphical center of the country, so
that the wakking distance to it may be
about the game from all sldes,

In view of the amazing delirlum of
Great Britaln over her victorles In
Beuth Africa, It ls to be hoped that we
have heard the last of the sickening
cant abont the calmuesg of the British
character ln adversity and prosperity.
The Briton as he I8 painted by British
journalism is a myth. The reallty is
very much as other men. There Is
nothing discreditable In the patriotic
emotlons of the classes and the masses,
so why should the publicists keep on
prating about a stolelsm which ls un-
known, lnvisible?
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Must the Japanese “go" too?! Ten
thousand of them are sald to have
landed on our Paclific coast during the
firat three weeks of Aprll, and for
several months they have been arriv-
ing at the rate of a hundred thousand
n year, ten times the normal Immigm.-
tion. SBome are known to be contract
laborers, and will be deported; others,
later on, may wish they, too, had been
sent back, 1t is suggested that many
of them flee to this country because
they fear war between Japan and Rus-
#la; but probably, If they had heard
the story of a certain labor war in
which the Chinese once figured, they
would have preferred to take thelr
chances at home,
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Those who travel much will be in-
terested In some statements of the
Finanelal Chronlele regarding the pas-
senger cars which rallroads now re-
gnard as most desirable. They will be
glad to learn that “the modern pas-
senger ear Is belng developed Into an
rrmored car—armored hot to make It
bullet proof but colllslon proof. The
damage and risk to life must be min-
fmized to the most perfect degree pos-
sible In case of a colllslon; and by In.
creasing the reslstance at the ends this

gan bost be accomplished. Bo great has |

been progressive development along

thege lines that it Is now the passenger
car, not the locomotive, which is likely |
in the event of a collislon to escape with

the least damage, The telescoping of |
such cars becomes almost a structural |
impossibility.” When such cars are In '
general use all the traveler will have

to do will be to sit tight and “let 'er
rip,” secure in the knowledge that any

bull-headed locomotive that tackles his

train will get the worst of It.

If the allegations made by an Indiana

clergyman in the snlt he has brought in {
court are correct the sympathy of most |

people will be with him. He I8 pastor

IDEA FOR FARMERS.

THE CO-OPERATIVE COLONY OF
ROCKWELL, I1OWA,

Nearly Six Hundred Farmers Com-
bined Twelve Years Ago—Plain Husai-
ness, with No Philosophy, Creed,
Politics Nor Factions,

Co-operative living without commu-
nity lire; active practice In buying in
the cheapest market and selling In the
highest; without & common religion,

of a church, to which he was ealled-in tommon politics or dally association—

December, 1898, The trustees agreed to

pay him $100 a month, which he was |

to recelve monthly. The pastor has
performed his share of the contract.

He has preached regularly twlce each |

Sunday, has conducted a weekly prayer
meeting as well as other church assem.
blies, and he has devoted his time to
consoling his parishioners in seasons of
distress and visiting the sick and af-
fllcted. But he has recelved no salary
for more than a year. The officers of
the church contend that they cannot
afford to pay him his stipend, but the
Rev, Mr. Williams has brought suit
agalnst the trustees, clalming that it
{8 thelr business to see the funds are
provided from which his salary is to
be pald. He says that he proposes to
“teach his flock that it ls a part of re-
liglon to pay the preacher.” The les-
Bon la one that Is needed If the stories
current among Liave any
ground. There are scores of ministers
who fall to recelve their salary regular~
ly, and In many churches the janitor Is
much surer of getting his pay. It re-
quires a great deal of moral courage
for a preacher to bring a sult such as
has been brought by the Indiana man,
but there can be no doubt that he
should win If the facts are as stated,
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80 much has been written—and well
written, It may be added—on old age
and longevity that It {s diffienlt to sny
anything absolutely new upon thia al-
ways Interesting subject. Dr. Cyrus

Edson, in an address on the tople “The
Causes of Natural Death and How to |
Attaln an Active and Useful Old Age,” |
at least succeeded In giving emphasis |
to one requirement In regard to lon.
gevity. According to the New York
physiclan rapld thought, other things
belng equal, Is conduclve to longevity.
From this cause men In cltles have an
advantage over the farmer, though
the latter from his open-air life often
attains old age, “Not only is a well-
halanced mind essentlal to old nge,”
sald Dr. Edson, “but a well-balanced,
active mind."” The point I8 one well
worth emphuslzing. There are many
things tending to a “green old age,” or,
s Adam In “As You Like It," defined
his, “a lusty winter.,” Some of these,
as Dr. Edson poloted out, have refer-
ence to the ecalling or voeation, wheth-
er merchant, lawyer, farmer, physl
clan, editor, writer or common luborer,
ete. The business or pursult, In other
words, may have In Its requirements
Influence to lengthen or shorten the
life of the one who follows It. His own
hablts of dlet, exerclse, work, recren-
tlon, ete., are also tmportant, but the
one factor running through all these
and making 1o all cireumstances for
longevity is the “well-bnlanced, active
mind,” Lear was unwise for reasons
Bhakspeare so well portrays In endeav-
orlng “to shake all cares and busliess
from our age.” He could not huve been
happy or have lived to a grent age,
however kind his daughters might hiave
been to him, for he lacked the well-bal-
anced mind, and he attempted 1o re-
move all necessity for mental actlyity.
While age should not be compelled to
concern Itself with the struggles of life
such as are appropriate to youth, it
should not look forward to ealm as the
highest enjoyment in store for It. Cato
learned Greek at 80, but he was prob-
ably on earth at that time chiefly be-
cause of the well-balanced, alert mind
that accepted no goal as the measure
of Its activity and acquirements. As
Longfellow In his “Morliturl Saluta-
mus" saye:

Age Is opportunity no less

Than youth Itself, though In another
dreas,

Father of Forty-ene Children.

In the town of Foster, R. I, resldes
Ievl Bresson, & well-to-do French-
Canadlan farmer, who arose from his
bed on a recent morning to find that his
forty-first ¢hild had been born, Thirty-
slx of the chlldren are living, and they
are all worthy citimens of varlous parts
of the Unlon and Canada. The present
Mrs. Bresson (s Levi's third wife, and
each of the three has a good famlily to
her ecredit. Wife No. 2 gave birth to
three sets of triplets. No. 1 had several
palr of twins, and the present wife
Lids falr to keep up with those who
have gone before. Many of the thirty-
six lving clhlldres have families of
thelr own. Elght of the grandehildren
of Levl have families also, and none of
those seen could glve any kind of an
Idea how many grandchildren and
greatgrandehildren Levi Bresson has,
He owus considerable good farming
property.

Bome men are successful becanse
they have too few friends, and some
Lecause they bave too wany,

all the elements that control “the new
idea for farmers,” as comprised In a
morlel co-operative colony at Rockwell,
Iowa. Here G600 farmers combined
twelve yvears ago, eliminating all mid-
dlemen, starting out on the basis of

soclallsm, communtly life or soclal de-
mocracy are not found In the homes or
the store places. Rockwell is practical,
and common sense has made It so,
Twelve years ago the farmers In and
about Rockwell declded to become mer-
chants and grain dealers, At that time
two brothers owned the main store of
the town, charged what prices they
liked, and had a practical monopoly on
trade, such as exists in hundreds of
country towns. The farmers protested
against the rates current, but the mer-
chants polnted to the long rallroad
haul, to the capltalist jobbers of the
big clties, A fight was started to battle
the wrong use of money and power
with the right use of money and power.
The farmers of Rockwell Incorporated
under the title of the Farmers' Incor-
porated Co-operative BSoclety, The
limit on the ecapital stock was not less
than $1,000, and no more than £235,000,
the shares being §10 each. No member

plain  business, with no phllosophy,

creed, politics nor factlons, and their

scheme I8 described as a success.
Rockwell is eleven miles south of

| Mason City, on the lowa Central Rall-

road. Twelve years ago the comm-
nity now centering there adopted a
basle prineiple of co-operation not fol-
lowing “trust” lines. The assoclation
was not conducted for profit, but the
cardinal doctrine of the soclety was
this: The middleman {8 always an In-
strument of Injustice toward the buyer
and the seller. "The character of the
competition of the assoclation with the
private stores In Rockwell has been
such that the population of the town

THE CO~OPEBATIVE OFFIOE.

has doubled since 1888, and the busl-
ness Inst year aggregated nearly $400,-
000. The asgociation now controls two
graln elevators, a lumber yard and a
supply house of palut, oils, salt, fish
and other commodities. How all this
prosperity has heen brought about is
an Interesting story. A strong senti-
ment that bas been enunclated by an
active member well covers the theme:
“The only tle that binds us together is
that of financinl need. We have nothing
elee In common. Aside from financlal
need, each farmer lo our assoclation
walks his own way."”

Rockwell has a population of 1,000.
A farming community of several thou-

was allowed to own more than ten
shares, and had only one vote In the

conduct of affalrs, Only ‘“practical
farmers” were admitted. A business
agent was nppointed, and the start

made to put in store such goods a8 were
wanted. The manufacturing companles
objected to allowlng a community to
buy at wholesale and sell at the same
prices. The result was that the asso-
clation turned farther away from home
trade centers unt!l they found concerns
toat would sell to them, Each farmer
reports the-amount of his sales on
honor, nnd pays a certaln percentage
that enables the liquidation of associa-
tlon expenses, When the company has
a surplus of profits the same runs at a
6 per cent. Interest rate. In 1800 the
expenses of the soclety were §6,007, of
which $2,092 was pald to the business
agent and his clerks. In permanent im-
provements $1,236 was Iovested. The
same year the llabilities of the soclety
amounted to $10,6877.565, and the assets
to §22,181, represented by lumber, graln
and seeds, elevator property and eash.
In 1897 the assets exceeded the labill-
tles by §6,459. Nearly half a million
bushels of grain were handled, the vol-
ume of business generally reaching up
to nearly £300,000,

To demonstrate how business may be
done, It I8 stated that the association
sees to It that the lowest shipping rates
are secured, that grain Is sold only
when the highest rate can be obtained,
and that the home elevator charges and
facllities are made go as to favor mem-
bers always. In the store a member
buys a sack of flour, for instance, He
gets 1t for U5 cents, or at a profit to the
soclety of 214 cents, If m non-soclety
member buys It, he pays $1.05. Outside
of Rockwell It would cost him $1.25.
The Hlustration shows the effect co-
operation has on Rockwell prices. If
the soclety price of corn Is 31 cents, and
track agents offer 38 cents, the member
selling at the Iatter figure turns in one-
quarter of a cent to the association for
every bushel sold.

THE ROCEWE LL BLEVATOR.

sunds surrounds It. The village was
once Lyun Grove., The soll s fat and
rieh; corn s produced In abundance;
flso wheat, rye, onts and timothy. Hogs
thrive ln the reglon, as do beef cattle,
and many fine horses are bred, The
community I8 made up of Germans,
Irish, some Americans, some EBcoteh,
no Seandinavians. There Ils a school-
house every two mliles in the country,
and weekly and dally newspapers are
Uberally taken, Works on communism,

According to recent reports, Rockwell
s handling more grain than any In
terlor point In Iown. The people are
progperous, the motto of the soclety s
“Houesty amoug ourselves, small prof.
Its and large sales,” Nothing can de-
stroy the soclety but Individual dis
honesty. As to expansion of thelr trade,
members do not believe in It. They
have an elevator capaclty amonnting to
065,000 bushels, a lumber yard, a fine
office and good storage sheds, Their

o
advice to communities fs to iml

not join the original body.

Thomas Chappell and R. H. Dickson
were among the original incorporators
of the association. J. H. Brown ls Its
present President, and Frank Campbell
the business agent. No saloon exists
In the town, churches are plentiful, law
and order I8 vigible everywhere. There
is no philosophizing, no theorles—It Is
all  cold-blooded, practical business
The main officers and directors recelve
no salary, and the dividends pald are
glven out In =stock. A clean-posted
ledger shows what a few hard-headed
farmers can do in the matter of selllug
their products for an honest price, and
buying thelr supplies at the lowest fig-
ure. Rockwell Is an Interest point for
any practical co-operator to visit amd
study., Twelve years of success, with-
out extermination of competition, mark
the history of the little viliage—a place
of peace and real, not political nor leg.
Islative, prosperity.

HAIR TELLS OF NATIVITY.

Results of Observation by Hotel Clerks
and Commercial Travelers.

Commerclal travelers, and no men it
Is sald are better judges of character,
claim that they can always tell to what
part of the country a man belougs,
and this by looking only at his hair.
They say that In Kentucky the hair
is worn long behind, so long that it s
caught over the ears, perwmitting the
oft-repeated gesture of smoothing it
with the fingers as the wearer talks to
""" syukie,  auod
the fashion requires a certaln amount
of pomade to keep it In place. This
gloss is lmperative. In Indlana, they
clalm, It 18 worn equally as long, but
with the ends curled in about the neck
almost touching the collar. Further
West, across the Rockles, and ln the
southwest, especially In Texas—where
barbersare searce, or were scarce when
the fashion was set—the halr 18 worn
cowboy fashlon, loose over the shoul-
ders, the untrimmed ends fiying in the
winds. In the Eastern States, however,
and along the whole Eastern border of
the country, except in North Carolina
where among the cornerackers It grows
wild, the hair is cropped short, espe-
clally behind, where It is shingled even-
Iy from the top of the head to the neck.

Hotel clerks add to this knowledge of
the halr one of the wearer's shoes. [t
makes all the difference In the world
whether they are square, pointed or
round. Kach fashion proclaims a dis-
trict of Its own. Patent leather shoes
with extremely pointed toes belong t 1\
the South; while people from the North!
and West wear square toes and heavy
shoes, These fashions, however, are
fdue more to ellmatie conditions than to
local tastes.—Harper's Bazar,
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Japanese Imitation,

The Japanese are almost universally
condemned by writers for the Imitation
practiced by them of late years of
Western literature, art, sclence and in-
vention, And yet this imitation seems
natural and right. Tmagine, If possible,
the natlon of Japan leaping across the
civilization of hundreds of years in half
a century, Think of her emerging from
the darkness of the middle ages and
standing suddenly forth In the light of
the nineteenth century. Would It not
hiave been worse than madness for her
to have sald, “This new clvilization is
better than ours, yet we will not {ml-
tate It. We will retaln our originality,
and perhaps In ages to come we shall
reach the enlightened state now enjoy-
ed by the rest of the world.”

But fortunately the Japanege did not
say this, but gave themselves up to the
acquisition of the wonderful stores of
knowledge opened to them.—Lippin-
cott's.

A Diry Niagara.

A few mlles southeast of Syracnan,
N. Y., In a cavity whose bottom Is 220
feet below the surface of the adjncent
upland, lies Jamesville lake, a body of
water [00 feet in diameter and slxty
feet In depth. Eastward from the ke
extends a gorge through which flows
Butternut creek. Professor Querenu
of Syracuse says that In former times a
river flowed here and that Jamesville
lake Is the pool that was formed under
n great waterfall. Steep cliffs rise
around it on three sldes, and “all the
features of a dry Niagara are here dls-
closed In great detail.”

Damnscos Bword,

It Is but seldom that a real good speel-
men of the Damascus sword can be ob-
talned, for the art of working and en-
graving this Kind of steel s (ead.
These swords are made of alternate lay-
ers of iron and steel, so finely tempered
that the blade would bend to the hile
without breaking. The weapons had
edges sokeen that no coat of mall could
resist them, and surfaces so bighly pol.
ished that when n Moslem wishea (o re-
arrange his turban be used his eword
for a looking-glass.

Harmonious Bicycle,

The latest thing “made In Germany"
I8 a “harmonious bicyele.” "This terri-
ble Inventlon g constructed to grind out
J00 tunes, and has been given the name
of “Il Trovatore.” The contrivence s
fixed to the handle bar, Is worked by,
the front wheel, and will play for an "4
lour while the eyclist Is pedaling at s

speed of ten miles,




