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FORCED INTO ARMY.

MEN OF EUROPE COMPELLED TO
BE SOLDIERS,

Precious Years of Golden Youth Spent
in Military SBervice by Helpless Men—
What Conscription Means to the
Breadwinners Abroad,

In Germany, France, Russia, Aus-
trin and Italy every able-bodied mun
must expect to give from twenty-one to
twenty-nine years of his hife to soldier-
Ing, lhis service commencing at ages
rapging from 17 years In Germany to
21 years In France and ltaly,

At the beginning of each year lists
are prepared throughout Germany of
all youths who have reached the pre.
seribed age, and durlng spring the Re-
cruiting Commission makes a visiting
tour of all the headguarters of tlie vari-
vus  districts, where the youths are
wustered for Inspection,

All who are physically unfit for ser-
vice are inally rejected, and those who
are still physically unripe for it are put
back for 4 year. Men who, though
strong and healthy, fail to reach tle
requisite standards arve passed into the
Ersatz  reserve, together with  those
who are sons of widows or the support
of thelr familles, and from those who
are passed as fit for service the re-
quired number is selected by ballot, Of
the recruits certaln privileged men of
birth and edueation are only called up-
on to serve one yenr in the regular
army on condition that they pass cer-
tiln examinations nand pay the cost of
thelr equipment, while the remainder
are expected to serve thiree years in the
ranks. followed by four years In the
reserve, The next five years they spend
in the first levy of the Landwelr, and
they are then passed Into the second
levy untll they reach the age of 39,

In France military service begins at
21 und lasts for twenty-five years, with
similar exemptions from service and
Tmitations to one year in the ranks
to those sanctioned In the German
army,

The French conseript must spend his
first three years of service In the reg-
ular army, followed by seven years In
the army reserve,  Ie s then passed
into the terrvitorinl army for six yvears,
and the remaining nine years are spent
in the reserve of the territorlal army,
which is ealled out only In case of abso-
Iute necessity.

A man’s service In the ranks may be
reduced to one or two years according
10 the number he draws in the ballot,
Army  reserve men have only eight
weeks of drelll, wlhile the terrvitorial
army s ounly called ou for a perlod of
fourteen days.

In Russln  the couscription takes
place every vear in the months of No-
vewber and December, when the pe-
guired recruits are selected by lot.
Clerymen of all churches are exempt
from service, while Mobammedans anil
the inhabitants of certaln districts In
Asln ean substitute payment for ser-
viee; ad some of the higher clusses
may reduece their term of service In
the ranks under certain conditions.

Service begins In the twenty-first
year and lasts for twenty-four years,
of which five years are spent in tha
ranks and thirteen in the reserve, On
finlshing service in the reserve the sol-
dler Is passed Into the militia, where
he spends the remainder of his perfod
ol service.

In Ttaly a youth is liable for gervice
when he reaches his nineteentl birth-
day, and is only exempt when he reach-
e5 hig fortleth birthday. None but those
physically uptit for service are abso-
Intely exempt, but sons of widows and
sole supporters of faumilles are passed
inte the militia without belng called
on to serve in the army ranks,

Army recrults are divided into two
«lasges, of which the first division
spend from three to four years In the
ranks: the next five years are spent on
furlongh, succeeded by four years' gep-
viee 1o the mobile militla and seven
yenrs in the territorial militia,

Menmtbers of the second class of re-
eruits must spend twelve years in the
army. more than half of which is usu-
ally spent on furlough, and the pe-
wainder of thelr service Is spent in one
branch or other of the militia until the
limit of age Is reached.

In Austrin the only exemption s o
favor of the physically unfit, and even
they are required to pay a sum, propor-
tioned to thelr means, hfto the army
pension fnud. Serviee begins at 10 and
Insgts for twenty-three years, of which
thiree are spent In the line and seven in
the reserve.~Clnelnnat! Enquirer.

RULES FOR HORSE TRADERS.

Memnphis Man Who Could Give David
Harum Points on the Pusiness.

David Harom was a good lorse trad-
er, but a recent transactlon In horse
tle=h which was made by a well-known
Memphian shows that there are oth-
ors who know how to get the long end
of a horse trade. BSevernl weeks ago
this Memphls man saw a fine buggy
horse which he thought he wanted, He
located the owner and asked the price.
“One Aty was the reply. After look-
jug the animal over closely and trying

ner speed he concluded It was a good

“tvade, and without more ade wrote a
check for the amount, The next day
Le found that the mare wes as blind as

a bat, but this did not hinder her speed
nor detract from her general appear-
ance, He drove the anlma) for several
weeks anid succeeded in attracting the
admiration of another lover of horse
flesh, who made a proposal to pur-
chiase,

“*Well," said the Memphian, *I gave
one fifty for her, but I will let you
have her for one sixty-five.,”

The prospective owner looked the an-
imal over and concluded he had a bar-
bain. He pald over the money and
took the marve, When the animal was
unhitched the first thing she dld was
to run against a post and then, by way
of eniphasizing the faet that she was
blind, fell over a barrel, The next day
the buyer came back to the Memphian
with blood in his eye.

“Colonel, you know that mare you
sold me,” he began. *“Well, she's stone
bl

"I know it,” replied the colonel, with
an easy air,

*You didn’t say anything to me about
it," said the purchaser, his face red-
dening with anger,

“Well, I'll tell you," replied the colo-
nel. “That fellow who sold her to me
didn't tell me about if, and 1 just con-
cluded that he dldn't want it known."”

The new owner took his medicine
and Is now on the lookout for a friend
on whom he can even things.—Memphis
Scimerar.

Spectroscopic and other observations
show the fixed stars to be self-luminous
bodies—suns to the other systems of
planets, An analysis of thelr light indi-
cates the presence of the same chemieal
elements that exist in our own sun and
earth, together with others unknown in
onr solar system,

Where ice cannot be procured, water
may be cooled by wrapping the pltcher
containing it in a towel of loose texture
which has been previously impregnated

MAN-EATING LIONS.

OBSTRUCT RAILROAD WORK IN
CENTRAL AFRICA,

Voracious Beasts Kill Nearly One Hun-

dred Men and Injure Many Others—
Their Frightful Ruvages Committed
in Africa and India.

——

Obstructing the building of a railroad
8 4 rather unusual feat for lious, yet
that is what two of them did some time
ago In Central Africa, near Vietoria
Nyanza. The matter was referred to
by Lord Salisbury in one of his address-
es in the British House of Lords.

These llons were man-enters and for
more than elght months they terror-
lzed 6,000 lnborers engaged in the work
of construction. Scores of these men
they dragged off and devoured. The
zreater part of the camp, having at
ength moved up the country beyond
the forging ground of the llons, several
bundred were left behind to bulld

bridges. Upon these the llong made a |

still. more sanguinary descent. Night
after night they would carry away one

[ out of enltivation,

dogs and stampedes horses, sheep and’
dogs through the hedge and across the
desert.

From the sheep, too., frightened to
flee, he selects his supper and carries It
away to the mwmountains. Or if the
mools sult pursues the horses and
cattle.  Of these he will sometimes kill
three or four and suck thelr blood,
leaving their earcasses where he over|
took them. The power of these black
Afriean llons Is enormouns. The strong:
est of them can clear an eight-foot in
closure holding in thelr mouths a 3
vear-old horse.  Girard, the Hon-killer,
declares that he hasg seen one of them
charge into the midst of 300 Arab horse
men on an open plain and drive them
back to thelr encampment, the boldest
of them with their horses remaining
prostrate along hizg path. |

In Indin 2 man-cating tiger kills
more than a hundred people a yenr;
somethmes four or uve and even seven
persons at once.  In some districts 800
or 400 human belngs are annually slain
by tigers and in lower Bengal as many
as 700 are killed. One tigress hias been
known to close the publie roads, eause
the desertion of thirteen villnges and
put over 250 square miles of territory
They become bold

nund sometimes two wen, They attack- | cnongh now and then to penetrate o

MAN-EATING LION ATTACKS

with ammoniwn nitrate (and deled) and {
meistening this with water, The same
towel may be used repeatedly, after be- |
Ing dried each time,

The news from Lick Observatory that
the North star, 255,000,000 of miles
away from us, has been found to be not
one star, but three—swinging around in
great orbits like the moon, earth and
sun—Is another remarkable result of
the application of photo-spectroscopy
to the telescopic study of the heavens,

An American electrle manufactur-
Ing company has been awnrded the en-
tire contract for the equipment of nus
merous electrical plants which will be
installed along the lne of the Kastern
Chinese rallroad. It will congist large-
Iy of temporary lighting plants. It Is
thought that ultimately $200,000 will
be involved in the contraet. !

The first century began with the first l
day of the year one and ended with the
Inst day of the year one hundred. It
could not end with the last day of the
year ninety-nine, for one hundred not
ninety-nine years make n century. The
nineteenth century, therefore, ends nt
midnlght on Dee, 31, 1900, and the
twentleth century then beging, |

At a recent meeting of the Zoologieal
Society In London a photograph was
exhibited, showing a pair of remark- |
ably large tusks which had belonged
to an Afriean elephant. Measured along
the outer curve, each tusk was ten feet
and four Inches long, but they differed |
a little In welght, one welghlng 225 and
the other 235 pounds, or a total of 440
pounds, wich the elephant had carried
about without the least Inconvenlence,

One of the most Important Ameriean
exhiblitions at the Paris exposition will |
be a model, some twenty feet long, of
the Chicago drainage canal. In con-
nection with this will be shown models |
of all the great varlety of v.\-i-n\-mlng{
and conveying machinery which was
used In this fmportant engineering |
work., The models will be shown in!
operation, and it is believed that it will |
be one of the most Interesting of the |
engineerings exhibitions at the exposl-
tion.

Conslderable Importance is attached
to the distance-mensuring fleld-glass
invented by Mr. Zelss, of Jenn, It s
simply an extension of the natural pow-
er of the eyes to estimate the distanee
of near-by objects, This power de-
pends upon the fact that the space be.
tween the eyes serves llke a base-line
In surveying, the lines of sight con:
verging upon a selected object from
the ends of the base, In the telemeter
the effective distance bhetween the eyes
{8 Inereased by means of prisms, aod
double images of the objects looked at
are formed. The distance between the
Images varles with the remoteness of
the objects, and n seale shows what the
real distance 8. Up to about two miles
the results are sald to be fairly ac-
curnte,

Ladysmith Ranks Third,
Ladysmith 18 the third town of Im.
portance in Natal, Is 189 miles north of
Durban, has thirteen streets, a Town
Hall and a public library.

Every man thinks his community s
bothered with old baroacles,
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NATIVES IN CENTRAL AFRICA,

ed white engineers, doctors, soldiers
and military otficers as well as laborers
from India, coolies and African na-
tives, On almost any night, and at any
time of the night, the men were linble
to be aroused by the shrieks of their
abduected comrades, and to hear the
cracking of their bones and the tearing
of their Himbs a rod or two away, while
the lions growled and quarreled over
their prey. Sick men in the hospital
died from sheer terror at these horrible
sounds and the horrible scenes they
suggested. The beasts were shot at in
the darkness, but seldom hit, For fire-
arms, fire or torches they cared noth-
Ing. Oune of them leaped upon an offi-
cer, tore his knapsack from his back
and then carried away aod a devourdd
n soldler pear him,

Many became so terror-stricken that
they threw themselves on the ralls in
front of a coastward train and inslsted
on elther belng run over or carried off
on the traln, Those who stayed for-
sook the tents and bhuts and eamped
out on top of the water tanks, on roofs
and bridge girders or in beds lashed to
the highest branches of the trees, One
night one of these broke, letting its
lodgers fall within o few feet of the
llons, But, belng already too occupled
with d-~vouring a vietim, the brutes
gave no heed to this “windfall,” but let
the intruders escape until another
meal.

Killed Nearly One Hundred Men,

During the elght months that these
lions lived upon these rallrond men
they would be oceasionally wounded by

[ a shot and obliged to retire from active

life, thus giving the eamp Intervals of
qulet. But they killed and ate In all
nearly thirty natives of India, twice as
many African natives, besldes Injuring
many others of varlous nationalities.
It was lmpossible to polson them be-
cause they confined thelr diet entirely
to human belngs, to the neglect of every
kind of gnme, with which the reglon
nbounds, The white men were not
numerous enongh to hunt them sue-
cessfally and the Sepoys were too un-
skilled with firearms. At length nn en-
gineer of the line who spent months of
his time pursuing them, worn out by
loss of sleep, sitting up 1o the wmoon-
lHght and wacking them during the day,
suceeeded In shooting them both and
putting an end to these man-eaters’
relgn of terror, They were cach over
nine feet long.
- Both Afriea and India are In many
parts under the dominlon of the lion
and tiger. Agalpst the llon of Bouth
Afriea the native bhis to be constantly
on his guard, The Arabs arrange thelr
tents in a cirele in the center of which
the herds are penned, and outslde the
tents s a rode hedge, When they hear
the animal begin roaring, and he ean be
heard plainly at a distince of thres
miles, sometimes falntly nine miles off,
they kindle the heaps of wood that
have been plled up before ench tent so
that the occupant may burl a lghted
brand at him. But some of the brutes
have become so wonted to the five, the
yelping of the dogs and the cries of the
people that they pay no attention to
them. He boldly lenps within the in-
closure. He drives men, women and
cllldren Iuto thelr tents, sllences tha

city and are accorded Its freedom untll
they are shot.

He Woulil Pay Him.

The cultivation of his vote by the
watchful and fattering ward politleian
sowmetlmes arouses In tho breast of the
poor dweller in the slums an exngeer-
ated notion of his politieal lmportanee, |
At a recent banquet of the Franklin
Typographleal Soclety of HBoston, a
prominent printer told a story which |
Hlusteates this fact amusingly,

Not long ago a man came to this gen-
tleman and nsked for work for his boy.
The applicant himself was out of work,
and his fawmily were in want,

“If you can glve work to the Iy,
said he, “we'll git enough out of It to
pay the rint, and we won't be turned
out on the street, anyliow.”

The priuter promised to do what he
could.

“An' If ye do,” the father went on, his
eye Heghting up with a generous gleam,
“we'll put ye In MeKinley's place!™

Long Names for Automobiles,

“What is the longest word In the lan-
guage?' Is an Ingquiry that frequently
turns up In an editor's mail. If some
other languages were in question, he
would dreud to see it; the answer would
tinke too much space,

Thus In Berlln one Herr Thien, whe
lias long been prominent in local trans.
portation Interests, has recently estub-
lished o motor cab seryice, The plens-
Ing Germnn name for his vehicles I8
“sutomoblletexameterdrosehken,”

It is suld that, despite the preposter-
ous title, the new cabs are remn rknbly
handsome and graceful. But It there
Is nuything In a name, the motor cur-
ringes ntroduced Into some parts of
Belgium should instantly become sway-
backed and top-heavy. The Flemish
word for automobile Is “snelpanrde-
looszoonderspoorwegpetroolrijulg.”

Bome Works Required,

It Is well not to overstep the lne be-
yYond which the exerclse of faith bLe
comes something like negligence,

“1 tell you, brodders,” exclalmed n
young colored pastor, who was premnch.
Ing n sermon on faith, “we haven't half
enongh of it! De Lord will wateh over
our uprisin® an® our downsettin® ef we
only got falth lke a ginin o' musta’d
secd!  He ain’t gwine o let no hihin
come to us” he went on, fervently,
“of we Jis' exe’clse faith!”

“All de same, Bruddah Flint,” spoke
up the white-balred old patrinrel) upon
whom rested the burden of looking
after the temporal affalrs of the church,
“we're goln' to keep dis yer meetin’
liouse Insured agin fire an' Ughtnin'

A Birl that SBhaves,

The pretty South American hird eall-
o the “mot-mot" 18 sald to begin shav-
Ing on arriving at maturity, Naturally
adorned with long blue tall feathers,
It 18 not satisfed with them In thelr
natural state, but with Its beak nips
off the web on ench slde for a space
of anbout two Inches, leaving . neat
little oval tuft at the end of each,

The best dlamonds are of the first

witer—buy s different with milk,
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The One—Yes, sir: he dled owing no-
body., The Other—What an unfortun-
ate time to expire!—Indinnapolis Press,

Winks—I can tell a poet the moment
I see him. Minks—-How? Winks—Hae
never looks like one.—New York Week-
ly.

Doector—And the twing? Are they
well? Papa—Quite well, thank you.
“How do they sleep? *In day and
night shifs."

A woman ean never earry out her
resolution to suub another womnn it
she meets her when she has on her
new hat.—New York IPress.

“Golng to the Paris show?' “No, 1
2ompromised with my wife. and we're
zoing to stay at home and  study
rench.—Philadelphin North A merl-
ran,

“War can always be avolded,” nssert-
ad the lecturer, ‘The man in the back
row Inughed scornfully., “Evidently,”
he sadld, “the spenkaer s not mareticd”

Chileago Post,

Joe—Aren'e you rejolced that out-
tloor sports have begun again?' “Out-
door sports? Oh, gay—you don't mean
(t's time to beat enrpets again, do you ?”
~Uhieago Record.

Bookkeeper—Your wife 1s at the door,
sie, and would like to spetk to you a
moment. Mr, SBellers—Yes; just  sea
what my balanee at the Laok Is, will
you?—Huarper's Basar.

"Yes, madam," siglied the ash man,
"I have seen better days. 1 was once
an lee man, but I was fired” “Ah, I

seey" sndd the ludy: “youn were reduced
to ashes."—Philadelphia Hecord,

“Marle, after we are married what
course shall you pursne to retain my
love?  “0h, Harry, 1 shall spend an
awrul lot of money on fine clothes and
look Just as pretty as [ can,”—Chleago
Record,

Man's obiter dictum: He—There are
two periods In n man's life when he
never understands o woman, She—In-
leed, and when are they? He—Before
he is married and afterward.—Colller's
Weekly.

Mrs. Tueker—Tommy, what makes
you so lnte? Tommy—Had some words
with the teacher, nnd, she kept me In
after school.  Mra, Tucker—You had

words  with  the teacher? Tommy—
Yes'm. 1 couldu't spell ‘em,—Chicago
Tribune,

“I'm glnd to see the snow disnppear-
Ing," he sald. “1 suppose that you are
thinking of the horrible crossings it
makes,” “No, not exactly, There are
several bad boys In our nelghborhood
ind they don't eare who they pelt with
sonkers,"

Bibbs—How s It Jones hns thrown
ap South Arrlen, 1 thought he volun-
feered?  DIibbs—8o he did, but he al-
ered his mind, BIbbs—What made him
lo that? Dibbs—Ie got to know that
s mother-in-law was golng out as &
aurse,—Plek-Me-Up,

“Thurston Tompking says he I8 In
poverty through no fault of his own.”
‘How does he make that out?” “Why,
e says he was born with expensive
tustes, but without sense enough to
arn the mouey to keep up with them.'
~Indinnapolis Journal.

“1 didn't know you Intended to move
this spring.” “We don't,” “But your
wife told me she was out looking at
houses all day yesterday. “Well, that's
true enough; but don't you know there
s a vast difference between looking
at' houses and looking ‘for' houses?"'—
Uhdeago Times.

She—0h, Harry, dld you mall that
borreld, hateful letter T wrote papn ? He
must have sent this $100 check the day
[ wrote it. IHe—Yes, | walled 1t; he's
zot It by this time, She—That's youl
Whenever 1 glve you a letter to mall
that'll get me In trouble, you go right
off and mail i—Indianapolis Journal,

Mrs, A~It's really extraordinaryl
My nurge tells me thot gentlemen nre
ilways stopping her In the street to ad-
nire my little girl. Mrs, B.—~How love-
y she must be! Mrs. A—Oh, | don't
gnow, Of course 1 think her pretty,
opcguse I am heér mother, Mrs, B.—
oh, 1T meant the nurse, dear.—Punch.

The Farmer—Why don't you work?
Ihe Tramp—1Y yer t'ink everybody In
le world 18 erazy? 1 never worked In
me lfe, but 1 don't owe anyone a cent,
while 1 s'pose you've bin workin® sinee
yer was able ter drlve a cow; an’ I'll
aet dey's a mor'gage on yer farm dat
feeps yer hustlin' ter pay de Int'rest
m!—uck,

A benefactor: “James," whispered
the good woman, “there's o burglar In
the parlor. He stumbled agninst the
plano in the dark. 1 heard severnl of
the keys struck.” “All right!" gaid
Inmes, “I'll go down.” "“Oh, James,
you're not golng to do anything rnsh 7"
"“Certainly not; I'm going to help him.
You don't suppose he can get that plano
out of the house without nsslstance,
do you?'—Phlladelphin Press,
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