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THE BROOKLET.

*Oh, silver brooklet, fowing clear,

Forever speeding past me here,

1 stand, ‘and ponder on thy flow;

Whence comest thou? Where dost thou
got"

“From out the rock's deep heart 1 glide,
O'er lowers and moseg my course 1 guide;
There floats upon my mirror true,
“I'he picture of the heaven's blue.

*So, like n child without a care,

1 bound along, I know not where;

He will, T trust, my Leader be,

Who from earth’s bosom summoned me,*
—Guoethe,
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Eu when he passed out the mall, but
Luther Wilkins did not notlce,
He was trying to remember whether it
wag a4 yeast cake or a pound of clhvese
he had meant to get at the store.

e went out of the postofHee still
poadering and ended by forgetting hotl
artieles, his attention belng diverted by
the sight of two boys playiug marbles
on the sidewalks, This was the first
slgn of spring Luther had seen, so i
wias no wonder that his memory playid
him false,

After he had got home and had eagen
his supper he thought of the mail in his

overcont pocket, He brought 1t to the
talle nnd ant down to sxpmine Iy
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HE postmaster smiled a little

Ml
was the weekly county papet, a poul-
try journal, an agriealtural mounthly,
#ud Inst of all a letter.

"Well, now." sald Luther, pleking It

up, “1 wonder who's been wrlting to
me, I don't know when I've had a let-
tiap."

He looked at It eagerly, held it neaver
his eyes, then farther off, e removed
his glasses and pollshed them in nery-
ous haste,  After replacing them on his
nose he pleked up the letter agnln aml
sceanped It narrowly, then he looked
over his glasses as If at some person
and sqaid:

“1 snum!"

He sank Into a reverle, ont of which
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HE STUDIED THE ENVELOPE WITH Ri-
NEWED INTEREST.

he roused himself with a start to study
the envelope with renewed Interest,

“Mrs, Luther Wilkins," he said, *Mrs.
Luther Wilkins, And I an old bach-
elor who never so wmuch as hardly
thought of getting marrled! Mrs, Ln-
ther Wilkins, why, where Is she? And
who is she?"

“Well, T guess I'll see what's 1n 10"
He inserted the polut of hls knife under
the corner of the envelope flap, then he
hesitated,

“What business have T openlng of
her letters?” he asked himself, “1 never
(did open other rolks’ letters, and 1
puess 1 won't Legin now." He rose to
his feet and earrylng 1t to the mantel-
piece leaned It up against the clock.,

e settled hlmself to his papers, but
thonghts of Mrs. Luother Wilklus kept
intruding on whiat he was reading
about patent nest-boxes, and, undep-
draining and the news of the village,

Thereafter duoring all his waking
hours, Mrs. Luther Wilking was often
In his thoughts. She even haunted his
dreams at tlmes,  He wondered what
<he wuas llke, nnd he thought of the
kind of woman he would wigh her to
he, and enjoyed himself very much In
imagining how It would seem to have
her meet him at the door when he came
in from the flelds, and how nlee It
would be not to have to get his own
meals,

At first he was a little eynieal and
told himself that the Imagining was
much more satisfactory than the real-
ity would Dbe, but after awhile he
changed his mind, and would sigh
heavily when he came Into hig lone-
some house.

The letter by the clock, too, began to
trouble hlm. He had a devourlng curi-
oslty to see what was In {t, and be-
zides 1t dld not seem just right to keep
it 8o long before dellvering it,

One evenlng In June Luther put on
his Lest clothes and walked three miles
to gep an old schoolmate who had an
unmarrled cousin living with him, It
seomed to Wm that Eliza Ellott fitted
in exactly with his ldea of Mrs, Luther
Wilkins,

He eame home quite early very much
digappointed. Eliza wouldn't do at all,

He worked doggedly for a month,
trylng hard not to think of the dis-

It was no use, and

quieting subject.
toward the end of July It was obseryed

that Luther was becoming very nelgh-
Lerly, He spent his evenings at differ-
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INTERIOR OF THE JOHANNESBURG

FORT,

Mr. James Hay, formerly president of the Johannesburg Chamber of Mines,
who recently visited London, stated to an interviewer in Cupe Town, some time
previougly, that when the Boers have bad their first big defeat they will go to

Jobannesburg and level it with the ground.

T'o do this Oom Paul's faithful

burghers will, of course, have to make use of the fort which for so long a time
has presented a threatening front to the unarmed and helpless inhabitants of

the town.

The fort, by the by, was finished in the middle of the venr 1867, and

its origin is said to have been due to the ever-to-be-lnmented Jameson Faid.

The fort occupies a commanding position on top of a hill,
in shape, with two bastions at opposing corners,
23-centimeter quick-firing gun, with two fanking Maxims for enfilade fire,
the side looking toward Barnate Park are four small quick-liring guns.

It is rectungular
On each bastion is wmounted a
Un
On the

appusite side towards Johannesburg is the entrance which traverses the rampart

at nn ungle of 45 degrees.

Right and left of this, within the court, nre stables,

Under the bastion on the right are barracks and a magazine, the corresponding

position beneath the
other mugazine,
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may be that when the British forces appear before

nesbutrg of the nineties will be no more.
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being ocenpied by otficers’ rooms and an-
Whether these elaborate preparations for the destruetion of
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ent neighbors’ houses, he accepted in-
tatlons to tea, he went to church regu-
larly and to all Souday school pienies,
And still he could not find a suitable
owner for the letter.

“I wmust we tereibly fussy,” he.sighed.
“I've got acquainted with about all the
wowen in town; they're nice women,
every one of them, bur somehow they
don't sult me, 1 guess ' have to give
up beat,"

It was one cold, raw day in early No-
vember that Luther sat at a window
making ¢hinsy attempis at mending o
pair of very ragged socks. Happening
to glanee neross the road he saw 2
woman out In Hammond's yard, She
was busy raking up the fallen autumn
lenves,

“Letltla  Hammond,"  Luther com-
mented, “Bill Hammond's s!ster,. We
don't ses wuch of her Intely. She don't
even go to chureh, there’'s so many of
Bill's ehildren to look after, and Bill's
wife 1= so took up with her clubs and
things. It's hard on Letitia, but she
never finds a word of fault.”

The sock he was mending fell to the
floor, and the wooden egy Inslde It
struck with such a loud bang that the
et started o his sleep. Luther did oot
notice. IMe was standing at the window
staring out,

“*That Is best which lleth nearest,"”
he said, solemnly, “What a fool 1've
been,”

He found his hat and left the house,
almost ronoing across the road. He
took the lron rake away from Letitla
gently, “That's too hard work for a lit-
tle thing llke you," he sald.

Letitia's blue eyes were rfull of won-
der, but she ylelded up the rake
weakly.

“Nou'd better go into the homse, too,”
sald Luther., “It's cold out here”

No one had beer thoughtful of her
before for a long time, and Letitla
couldn't understand it,  When Luther
returned the rake she asked him to let
lier do sowething for him,

He ecarried her his best palr of goeks,
She was horrlfied at thelr condition, and
mended them In a4 very arilstic man-
ner.

Luther looked at them in wonder and
reverence. “I'll never wear 'em,” he

“THAT'S TOO HARD WORK FOR A LITTLE
THING LIKE YOU,"” HE SAID,

sald, when he was at home again. *I
wouldn't have let her do It, only I knew
it would make her feel better, and It
gave me a chance to see her, too,”

He found that it was an easy matter
to Invent excuses for seelng her, and
finally, some time In the winter, he
asked her, In fear and trembling, If she
would be Mrs, Luther Wilkins,

At first she was afrald it would not
be right to abandon ber brother's ehil-
dren, but her scruples melted away be-
fore the warmth of his elogquence, Then
she confessed that she was tired,

**{t Is 50 long that 1 have had to take

eare of other folks, and It will seem ke
]l\'”. ven to have sOoe one to l:ikl‘ ciare uf
me,"

So it happened (hat ln a lttle less
than a year the letter 1o Mrs, Luther
Wilkins wns given to its ¢lghtful own-
er, “Clreumstanees over which T had
no control have preveated you from
getting It before,” Luiher sald,

“Why, It's nothing but an wlvertise-
ment of some preparation of cereals,”
she sald, when €he had opened 1t

Luther looked Wark,

“I see how It 18" she said, after a
moment’s thonght, *They sent to the
different grocers for lists of thelr cus-
tomers, und then sent these cirenlars
to thelr wives,"

“Let's keep it," zald Luther, softly.
“If it hadn’t been for that—"
“Yes, we'll keep it sald

blushing.

Letitia,

HOW TO CARE FiuP UMBRELLAS.

Hints from a Masufacturer Which May
FProlong 1 heir Usefulness,

Manufacturers and jobbers of uwm-
brellus say that there were more um-
brellas sold doring the past year than
for the past five years, speclally is
this true in Baltimore of the finer
grades of goods, For which the demand
has been unusually great, Retallers d.d
a remarkably large hollday trade, and,
of course, the manufuctovers and job-
bers profited by it

While Baltimore dovs not rank high
as a4 manufacturing ceuter for wm-
brellas in point of numbers, Its reputu-
tlon depends on the tine guality of
goods made up In this city. 1t Is esti-
uiited that over 500 hands are steadily
engaged In the mapufacture of uinbrel-
las In Baltimore, aud that an avernge
of 5,000 complete umbrellng are turned
out every week. Durlug some seasons
the figures are greater or less, but thac
Is the average production,

Like many other artleles of monu-
facture, the making of umbrellns Lo
been reduced to the assembling of the
parts and turning out  the complete
shelter from the vain.  One firm mnkes
the stel tubing which nowadnys forms
the “stick” of the umbrellns. another
turns out the ribs, another the varions
fancy handles and so on through the
list. Bilks and other materials for thie
covers are cut amnd sewed in the fue-
tory, where the other parts are hrought
by the thousand nnd put together. To
such a degree of perfection has the
wachinery been bronght for making the
virious parts of an umbrelln that it 1s
sald that it Is actually cheaper to mnke
& new umbrella than to repalr an ol
one, That Is to say, that in the time
taken by a workman to repalr an uim-
brella be ean turn out probably balf a
dozen new ones complete,

Recent sales show that while Balti-
moreans prefer the better qualities of
sllk covering for vmbrellas, they favor
natural wood handles or those tipped
with pearl for ladles’ umbrellas, For
men the demand I8 for the combinn-
tions in Ivory bandles, next to the patu-
ral wood sticks and the sllver-iyounted
wood handles,

‘A manufacturer gives three polnts
about the care of nmbrellas which will
tend to thelr lasting longer while In ger-
vice. In the fivst place au umbrella
ghould not be tightly rolled and then
put in & close cover unless It Is desired
to have the sllk cut to pleces in every
fold. Even when lylag In stock It Is
egnld that tightly rolled silk umbrellns
wlll cut out In a few weeks. The othier
precaution Is to open an ambrella when
It has been wet and let dry while sproad
open. This wili prevent the water
gathering In the folds and rotting the
fabrie which forms the covering.—Bal-
timore Sun.

JAPANESE WRESTLERS,

Their Physical Development Is Some-
thing Truly Remuarkable.

Although the American Is willing to
concede to the Japanese the possession
of a mental capacity almost, if not
quite, equaling that of the majority of
white races, he i= apt to form a some
what slghting opinfon of him as \‘le\\'-|
e from a physieal =tandpoint. The
specimens met with in this country do|
ot fend to convey a favorable Impres-
slon of their athletle powers. After,
however, reading an account of the
physical measurements of some of the
most prowinent Japanese wrestlers, a
more respectful attitude regavding the |
muscular development of these lttle
men will probably be taken. The Jij1 |
Shimpo has recently published a table |
giving rhe mensurements of six of the |
foremost Japanese fighters.  From this
table 1t s gathered that the most bulky
of these modern gladintors weighs ot
the age of 22 years abont 300 pounds
helght, five amd a half feet; girth of
chest, fifty-elght Inches; lung eapaclty,
44000 cubie centlmeters; upper arm,
vighteen Inches,

Another oue welghs over 280 pounds;
helght, =lx feer five Inches; gleth of
chest, forty-eight inches; lang capaelty,
U0 enbie centimuters: upper arm, six-
teen inches, The smallest of these fight-
Ing men welghs more than 200 pounds,
measures in helght five feet  seven
Inches, while in lung eapacity he ex-
cosds them all, There are few wrest-
lers or pugilisis in thi® or any country
who attnin to these dimensions, and
those who have secn some of the best
LR AL TR YRR ] Il; -::ll'-l!l!_-"l' t!ll'-‘lt;:llh
willing to back  them  when plitted
against rthe, pick of the BEuropean or
American experts, as it I8 sald that
they are as skillful as they are power-
ful.—Medleal Record,
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" INDIAN J ACK.

Lnst of the Royal Pilchucks Lives Near
Snohomish, Wash,

Near Suoliomish, Wash,,
dinn Jack™ In ealm content,

lives *In-
When he

dies the Pilehuoek Treibe will be extinet,
but he watehes the passing of day af-
ter day without u sigh of regret for
the past glorles of his raee or the firm

LAST OF THE ROYAL PILCHUCKS,

feadership he once held over his people,
He bears no hatred for the white men,
but, on the contrary, has taken n deep
Interest In their affalrs, and his keen
speeches have often helped to turn the
tide of publlie events. In his old age
he has foumd the philosopher's stone of
true happiness.  “1 am (he most con-
tented of moen” e sald recently, “he-
enuse 1 long ago made np my mind It
was ‘uo use crylng for spllt milk,' as
you white men say." That Is the phil-
osophy which has allowed him to be
cowe old, He never worrles,

.lln\fa n; .'F.un_: .H(!'I‘ Word,

“what's your age?”

“*Thirty years, sir."

“Ihirty years? Well, well! Can you
produce documents to show that you

oyhe
i

are no older

“No, glr. You see the ehuareh where
I was baptized was burned, with all
the church records, In 1848!"—Der
Floh.,

Indians I'nke vo Mineral Water,

Mineral waters have come to tuke a
very prominent place in national bever-
ages, eapecianlly o the ease of those who
are suffering more or less from physl
enl derangements, In this country the
Iudians practiced bathing in the heated
witers and drinking them long before
they taught to the whites the benefits
of many springs now famouns, It Is
within the memory of many inhahbltants
of this country hiow the red man came
annually to encamp at Maniton and
other healing springs In the Rockles,

A bunchelor says that marrisge and
the colle both double people up, but,

| PRESENTED 7O THE QUEEN. |

American Woman Who Originated the
Maine Hospital Ship Idea,

Mrs. Blow, a former Chicago and
Colorado woman, origluated the Malne
hospital ship idea for the British, and
not long since was formally presented
to Queen Vietorin at the expressed wish

of  her majesty. Lady Randolph
Churchill and Mrs. Ronalds of New

York were recelved at the same time.
Mrs. Blow s the daughter of Col, . K.
Goodell, the Colorado mining man, She
was boru In Jollet, 1., and spent part

| of her glrlhood In Springtlield and Chl-

engo,  Most of her education was re-
eeived abroad In the convents of Parls
and Dresden, She took a finishing

Mit= BLOW.

course at the Convent of the Visitation
In Gieorgetown, Ly, O, one of the fash-
londable  schools In that aristoeratie
subinrh of Washington,, After this M.
Blow was again taken abroad, amd on
her return the family went to Lead-
ville, where Col, domdell had gone the
previous year and became Interested In
mining., It was In Leadville that Miss
dennle Goodell met and married Mr,
A, A, Blow, a elvil engloneer, then man-
nger of the Silver Cord Mining Co.
Three yeurs ago Mr. Blow was offered
the position of manager of the Interests
of one of the richest English syndi-
cates In South Afrien.  Mr and Mra,
Blow were glven a beautiful home in
the midst of beautiful garvdens by the
company, where Mrs, Blow won n rep-
utiution for herself s a charming host-
vss. Bhie created quite o sensation with
n unlgue luncheon she gave to Presi-
dent Steyn of the Ornnge Free State,
and his staff. In a large chamber of
the mine, 1,200 feet below the surface,
she served an elaborate lunch to forty
guests,  The room, the roof of which
wis seventy-five feet high, was lghted
beillantly with electrlelty and hand-
somely decorated for the oceaslon.—
Chicngo Tribune.

JOHN BUNYAN'S TOMB.
Linst Resting Place of the Famons An-
thor of the Pilgrim's Progress,

I'ew books, except the Bible, have
gone through so many editlons as the
Pllgrim's 'rogress, written by  John
Bunyan. It was wreitten while the ao-
thor was In Bedford jull, England, suf-
fering for liberty of consclence, Bun-
yan In his early lfe was a tinker, then
u soldler, later becomlng a Baptist and

TOMR OF JOHN HUNYAN.
While fn jull, whore hLe
spent twelve years, he supported hils
wife and ehildren by making taEged

0 preacher.

Inces,  After his rolease he
preaching amd contlnued |t
dewth In London In 16858,

He was burled In Bunhill Flelds
burying ground, which was opened as
i suburban cemetery In 10065, Here are
burled some  famous  personages In
thelr day, Incloding the novellst, Dan-
lel Defoe; George Fox, founder of the
Quaukers, and the mother of John Wes-
ley. Our Ilustration shows Bunyan's
tomb at the present time,

resumed
uniil hls

London's Anclent Recordes,

The county counell of London, ns the
successor of the Metropolitan hoard of
works, I8 custodian of a number of val-
unble documents bearing upon the local
history of the metropolis, Included in
the collection are many volumes of
minutes of the commissloners of sewors
dating back to the relgn of Henry VIIL,
together with papers and deeds relat-
ing  to  Important bulldings suech ans
Northumberlnud House, whieh former-
Iy stood at Charing Cross. These Inter-
esting documents have hitheito been
Inaceessible to the publie, but the coun-
ell has now decided to publish a selec-
tion of them in volume,

Wrlter's cramp 18 more lkely to be
found In the stomach than in the
wrist,
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Bome men are so busy trylng to

fortunately, the colle Is only temporary,

avold work that they have no time te
carn bread for thelr tawilles,




