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MIS8 Is the story of how Chleago
il dealt with grade crossings, maln-
ly condensed from the Chronicle:
Fifteen yeark ago Chicago was Inter-
gected In every direction and at all pos-
sible angles with railvond tracks. Lv-
ery trick was lnid at the grade of the
streets or alleys 1t crossed.  Accldents
—generally futalltles, for grade cross.
ing aceldents rarely stop short of the
death of the victim—were of dally, al-
most hourly, oceurrence, Chleago be-
gin to murmur and rebel ngnalpst the
grade crossing—Iit wans determlned to
abolish them once for all
The rallrond companies were willing
to elvate or depress the bpumerous
tracks, but were not willing to under-
go the hardship and expense of the lm-
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upon the question as anytliing more
than o mere matter of detnll. Ordin-
ances must be deawn and accepted by
the roads and work done under them
ns regularly as streets are paved or
cleaned—in fact, more regularly than
can be sald of the clenning process,
Under the administration of the elder
Iarrison a determined effort was
made to get at the matter In a busl
ness-llke manner, The ronds at first
merely laughed at the ldea ag a vislon-
ary plan utterly impossible of nccom-
plishment. They held that neither
they nor the city could afford the ex-
pense even if they could stand the in-
terruption to thelr ordinary business
while thelr tracks were belng elevated,
The first objection ralsed wnas that
the roads would practically be forced
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provewent.  Guuards and  watehmen
were mulutained at' the crossings, thine
tables were publie property, and the
ronds saw no reoson why they should
be ealled upon to bear millions of dol-
lars extra expense to rt-u;'ti'l,\' the diti-
culty.

The grade status in Ohleago Sday I8
an excellent exemplar of what Chica-
goans can do when they will it.  [tun-
dreds of miles of tracks have been eles
vated or depressed, hundreds of cross
Ings abolished, either subways or vig-
ducts containing the offending tracks,
nnd the ronds have pald out nearly
$17.000,000. The clty liag not heen at
any expense at all In accomplishing
this feat. Ninety per cent. of the tracks
no longer menace the publle on foot or
horsebinek or In  carrlages, Every
gpadeful of enrth, every block of ma-
ronry, every bolt In every plece of lron
provided for by ordinnuee has been put
In plice,

Chicago won the fight ng ghe gener-
nlly wing whatever she seeks,  But It
was # long, hotely contested nnd inter-
esting contest Just the smme, for the

big Hnes are no mean antagonists, and |
had many falvly soumd arguments 1o |
Hing finally In defeat or compromise.

ndvance to show they shonld not hear
all the expense, Interraption to teafMe
and worry incidental to such a colossal

to suspend business while this work
was golng on. The Mayor thought dif-
ferently, but In conclusion sald let
them suspend then, for the lives nnd
limbs of the people were valunble be-
youd any mere financinl computation,
But It was also sliown by cogineering
experts that the elevation could be ae-
complished without substantial inter-
ruption to traffle, a contentlon which
has been demonstreated dally over sinee
the first earload of material was dump-
el Ina right of way.

Vhe roads did not deny that if the
thing could be done it would be a valu-
able thing for both sldes, but the ronds
also deellaggd to consider the proposi-
tion In any gulse. They had lald thelr
trancks under charters and ordinances,
had complled with the laws, and no
boidy or corporation could disturb thelr
possession. They sometimes carrled
this contentlon to sucli an extent as tg
battle among  themselvesylo Jifevent
some rival line from crossing thelr
rights of way. Work was done on
Sunday and holldayg to evade, If possl-
ble, the Interference of police or sher-
Y, Bat these attempts were always
met by a like determination, result-

Waen  the  roads learned that the
courts had held that the power lay in

undertaking.  Hut (o the end they had
this to do Just the same. Plest It was
held by the Hoes that they could not
e compelled to elevate thele tracks or
In any other wannner alter the grades,
This polut was argued laborviously af.
ter months and even years of skilitul
research in the law books; It took the
highest court In the Btate but a few
miputes to destroy the Hluslon,

Ten years ngo the question of elevat:
ifng the tracks was a politieal Issue in
this city. DPPartles battled over the
guestion, one side being nclined to the
belief that the city laecked the power
to foree the roads o aet and the other
ecertodn the power existed, But by the
begluning of 1880 It was no longer a
dividing question. No caudidawe for
Muayor could bope to win unless out
spoken In favor of sendlog up all the
tracks and making the roads pay the
bills, Today no adwmixistration looks
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the elty, under general regulations of
pollce as well as under charter pro-
vislons, to force changes of grade to
meet modern necessities, they asked
who would pay for it. When told that
they wounld be expected to do this, o
new fight was commeneced, for they at
first absolutely refused to do nuny such
thing.

It was discovered to the deep dlsgust
of the companles that they could be
foreed to alter any grade named and
also be forced to foot the bill, Then
the element of suggested compromise
entered Into the controversy early in
1800, The companles began to spar for
wind and suggest that each slde pay
half.

But the clty had won every round in
court and was not Inclined to help one
little bit. The roads were successively
notifled to begin the work, No exact
plan was adopted, but pronles were
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furnished by fie clty engineer as n
basls for the work. The ronds might
do It any way which seemed best (o
them, provided they did it. But with
masterly Inactivity they dld nothing.
The city sent warning after warnlng
and even threatened to hegin the work
itgelf, Then the last legol act of the
fight was commenced; Injunctions were
applied for. These falled.

Meanwhile the general managers had
formed an association for mutual pro-
tectlon. This was held out to be an
association to protect business, pre-
vent rate-slashing, and by concert of
action get all roads into line on a gen-
eral policy. It was really desigoed fto
flght the elevation scheme., But even
Injainction-made laws falled them, for
the courts held that the city had the
power to net. It looked along in the
years just before the World's Falr as
If a direct conflict would take place be
tween the elty officers on one hand and
eyl flt!l:\lu:-nu nn a_l.n nthare

Expert engineers declared that It
would cost as much or more to elevate
or depress the tracks as (t had cost In
the original construction of the roads,
Road attorneys, using this as a basis,
argued that the hardship on the roads
wias 50 great that even conceding the
power of the eclty to foree actlon ne
court would force such an extremity
of hardship. The Inwyers also argued
that this expense, heavy as It would
be, would be but a trifle when compar-
¢d with the loss entalled by the Inter-
ruption of tratile, The contention of the
experts regarding the cost has been
proved to be under rather than over
the actunl expenditure. It has cost the
roads about $50,000 a mile to do the
work. Dut the alleged loss due to in-
terrupted traffic has been proved to be
but a dream, The ronds suffered incon-
venlence, to be sure, but no Hne lost a

had passed.
this speed to-day. It Is rather increas-
ed, for the trains can run at sixty miles
an hour without running the slightest

crossing,

With the World’s Palr coming on,
one road saw the advantage of elevated
tracks to hurry visitors down to the
grounds., By the time the ceremonles
of dedication In October, 1802, were all
arranged for the [linols Central had

DIVERSEY AVENUE AND C.
THACKS.
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elevated Ity tracks as far south as 63d
street. Like all others, this road fought
the whole thing bitterly, but, seeing no
escape, the roud accepted the ordin-
ances passed to provide for the work
on its llnes, These ordinances are real-
Iy plans carefully prepared to obviate
engineering ditticulties and enable the
line to elevate or depress the tracks at
the smallest estimated cost. The city
pays nothing, but has enforced Its de-
mands until few roads wish to make
the fight any longer,

This beginning Inspired the people
and authorities with reason to feel that

SUBWAY, 60TH ST. BOUL., UNDER P, F. W. & C. RAILWAY,

pound of frelght or a slugle passenger
on thig account, The tribunals also
disappolnted the legal lights by calily
saying the elty would force the roads
to do what was needed,

Not an Inch of track has been estab-
lshed according to the new grade
r without a persistent fight In which all
the skill, foresight and acumen of the
companles hng been expended.  The
expense, ag lias been shown, has been
cnormous, even If no other cost hail
been involved than the filling In and
retalning of the roadbed within the
Hmlts prescribed. But every step In the
progression has been fought over bit-
terly, entalling additional expense on
the roads. So far as the city Is con-
cerned, the battle has been substantial-
ly without expense beyond that pro-
vided for In the ordinary administra-
tion of public afMalrs.

Jaun. 1, 1802, not a mile of the hun-
dreds of ttacks In the eity had been
clevated. Probably somewhere near
2,000 crosslugs were In existence., In
one year—Inst yvear—nearly 200 cross.
Ings were ellminated. This 1s a mere
straw to show how rapldly the tide set
In the other way when ounce the elty
got down to business. With every
crossing on grade in the beginning of
the Initial year of actunl elevation, the
year closed with some Afty miles in
the alr and a large number of danger-
ous crossings, especially on the south
slde, no longer menaced the people.

Seven years ago every traln, freight
or passenger, which entered the city
poked along slowly from the lmits to
the depots with very few exceptions,
Ordiuances provided that only a cer-
taln gpeed should be malntained Inslde
the city Hmits, that the pertl to pedes-
trinns  or other cltizens In the clty
might be reduced to o minlmum, Some
few express traips rushed along at a
high rate of speed, but they were
guarded at block Intervals for six or
seven mlles.  Gates  were  dropped
when the trains were bhalt a mile dis-
tant, and the gongs rattled without
i ceasing untll after the rushing express

the grade crossing would bave to go.
It also taught the rallroad companies
that all they could do would be to fight
for time; they must all get In the band-
wagon in the end. 8o when the World's
Falr Mayor was elected It was belleved
that considerable progress would be
made, One thing had militated agalnst
progress, and that was that the clity
was trying to do teo much at once.
The elty hnd been trying to battle the
combined roads as a combination, Or-
dinances were belng prepared swhieh
were blankets coverlng the entire sys-
tem In the elty. These necessarily fail-
ed from too great complication,

In 1803 a change in plan was Inang-
urated. It was declded to go at the
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ronds in detall, taking one or two at a
time, drawing up ordinances on engi-
neering schemes agreed upon between
the clty engineer and the experts of
the roads. All other ronds would be left
alotie for the time belng, the elty deter-
mining to tght the enemy In detall In-
stead of In bulk. The result was at once

up, and each had Its own particular
fight on Its hands. The Northwestern
was the second to get to work, for in
1503 plans were submitted for the ele-
vation of the Galena division, which,
with some unimportant modifications,
were declded upon as good working
| plans,

apparent, for the roads were tangled.
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SOLDIERS' WILLS. 1~

How the English Private Disposes of

His Belongings.

How does the soldier killed In battls
or fntally wounded, dispose of his prop-
erty, providing hie has any to leave be-
hind him? The list
of casualties re-
ported regularly
from South Africa
and the Philippines
lend pertinence to
the inguiry. Every
English soldier has
gerved out to him
when be enlists a
little volume which
contning, among
other things, three
-] blank forms of will

risk of killing a cltizen at any geade | winn 1N A llml.m-.'r, which he Is at 1b-

erty to fill out at his lelsure. In a ma-
Jority of cases, however, he pays no
attention to this pocketbook and goes
into battle with his will still unimnde.
After he has been hit by a bullet and
beging to reallze that his chances of
getting home are small, the soldler be-
ging to think more carefully of the

loved ones left behind him and of the
provisions lie has made for thelr com-

TWO SOLDIERS' WILLS, A

fort. As a result many queer and pa-
thetic wills have been found upon the
bodies of dead soldiers, and in every
case the wishes of the testator have
been respected. Duripg the  Soudan
campitign of 1884 the body of one sol-
dier was found on the battlefleld of
El Teb, who, before death had serawl-
ed with the end of a lead bullet on the
Inside of hig helmet, the words “All to
my wife.! When an English army in-
viaded Afghanistan one soldler was
caught while doing scout duty and shot
down when none of his comrades were
in slght. Weeks afterward his body
was found Iying before a tall rock on
which he had written In letters of
blood, “I want all to go to mother,” In
both enses the war department held the
wills to be valld, and saw that lluupr_ap;
er distribution of the propeity was
made, o

., .~-A"Prince's Prank,

The P'rince de Ligune, a resplendent
figure among the brilllant courtiers and
adventurers of the time of Louls XVI1.,
told many amusing anecedotes In his
“Memeolrs,”" one of which shows him,
sword In hand, at a duel which ecal.ed
for galety rather than courage.

The Comte de Segur and the Prince
de Ligne were coming out one very
rainy night, after supping w.th Madame
de Polignac In the Rue de Bourbon.
No coach was to be seen, and no person
there to fetch one.

“Let us pretend to fight.,” the prince
snld to Comte de Segur, “and that will
bring the watch. They’ll arrest us, and
we'll make them get a carriage to take
us to the commissary."”

On which they took thelr swords In
hand with a fearful scuffle, and crles of
*Oh! Ah! Are you dead? Are you
wounded ¥

The watch passed and repassed qulte
near them on the Port Royal, but ap-
parently frightened, they did not arrest
the duelists, and they, half-dead with
nughter and the faticue of the battle,
hiad to go home on foot in the rain, after
all!

Appleville,

Leavenworth, Kan., stands at the
head of Amerlcan cltes in the ship-
ment of apples. Indecd more apples are
shipped from Leavenworth than from
any other point on ether side of the
Atlantic ocean. In addition to the large
mimber of loeal packers engaged in the
business hundreds of packers flock to
Leavenworth annually from other parts
of the country for the purpose of ship-
ping away fruit. There are two -
mense cold storage plants in Leaven-
worth, one of which 1= bullt to accoms-
modate 75000 bushels of apples.
Leavenworth county has the largest ap-
ple orchard In the world, that of F. W.
Wellrouse, which contains 1,400 acres
of healthy trees. There are any num-
her of orchards ranging in extent from
ten to o thousand acres, The returns
from township assessors show that
Leavenworth county has 203,000 apple-
bearing trees, Durlng any good apple
season at least 125000 barrels of ap-
ples are packed and shipped away from
this polnt.

Shirts of Bark.

The Indians of the Interior of Bollvia
wear shirts and hats made of the bark
of a tree, which Is scaked in water to
soften the fibér and then- beaten to
make it pliable. .

The Sun's Age,

Lord Kelvin puts the age of the sun
at 100,000,000 yvears, At Its present
rate of combustion the sun will T
from seven to fifteen millions of yearg
before burning Itself out
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