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Now that we have wireless teleg-
raphy steps should be taken to get
messages without messenger boys.

Manfla Bay seems the actual canse
of the Dewey rejoicing, but really the
Bpanish navy Is at the bottom of It.

An Ohlo man is said to have Invented
an odorless onlon. Such a discovery s
calculated to take away the breath,

A certaln woman has cowhided a
man who kicked her dog, Bvery dog
has hig day and this canine's was a
hummer.

Helen Gould & opposed to polygamy,
Bo far as the record goes she is not
particularly enthuslastic In favor of
mMOnogamy.

Nome of Captaln Kidd's pirate gold
has been found In New Jersey, but the
Btate has discovered there’s millions
in forming trusts.

Marked cards have been dlscovered
In a swell gambling club in Berlin.
This offense should be worse In the
eyes of the law than lese majesty.

A curlous thing about money In poll-
tics is a candidate with a barrel giving a
check to his friends with the ulterior
view of glving a check to his enemles,

Bince there are exceptlons to all
rules Dewey's hablt of arriving ahead
of time Is no justification for the gen-
eral run of oversmart people belng too
previous,

There Is one man among the seamen
of the Olympia who liad nothing to do
on the memorable first of May—he had
been detalled to earry water to the
wounded.

An excuse for Canada’s uncertainty
as to where the real boundary lines run
in Alaska may be due to Its eyes not

seelng well on account of the glitter of.

the gold near by,

Nobody especially minds that there's
gomething bright In the prospeects for
Spain after all, It has yearly three
thousand hours of sunshine as against
America's twenty-one hundred,

The star Polarls Is flving toward the
earth at a speed of 288,824,000 miles a
year. We advise Polaris to look up
the records of the parachute artists and
learn a lesson from thelr general experi-
ence,

A Texas woman has been sulng a
man bhecause, as she claimed, he shook
hands with her so hard that he broke
her leg. An filustration of the way
they shake hands In Texas might not
be wholly devold of interest,

The Buffalo Express thinks It Is fun-
ny that Minnesota produces more frogs
than any other state In the Unlon. Per-
haps the Express doesn't know that
Minnesota produces more lakes than
any other state in (ne Unfon, The lakes
may account for the frogs,

A politleal boss, recently deceased,
served a term in prison. The period
of his imprisonment was shortened for
good behavior, If the good behavior
had begun earller, the term would have
had no beginning. Respect for law
which only develops behind prison bars
is something of am afterthought. There
are other political bosses whose be
bavlor is not up to the grade of good-
ness which shortens Inecarceration,

For the first time In her annals, Porto
Rico has enjoyed the excltement of a
muniecipal election, and has experienced
the unwonted legal procedure of a trial
by jury. Eleven natives, with one
Yankee to act as foreman, composed
tne jury, and the result of their deliber-
ations is eald to have been eminently
satisfactory to every one except the
culprit. The election, although promis-
Ing as a first attempt, was marked by
fnnocent, but somewhat embarrassing,
Innovations. The supervisors became
hungry at noon-time, and adjourned for
dinner, taking the ballot-boxes with
them. This rendered the appointing of
another election necessary to forestall
possible complaints of illegality, These
and other encouraging facts show that
Amerlean ldeas and methods are mak-
Ing headway in Porto Rico.

Those who are looking forward to
employment ns agents In the field for
“he decennial census bureau, will have
their fears somewhat allayed by the
announcement from Washington that
after a consultation with the president,
Superintendent Merriam has prepared
a clreular of lnstructions to the actual
census takers which forbld the asking
of questions leading into family secrets
and likely to provoke flghts, The presl-
dent has ventured the opinlon that it
s unwise to put questions that are like-
Iy to humillate-the citizen. The ques-
tion which aroused most indignation in
the taking of the last census was as to
whlether a person had aay acute or

chronie disease, This was generally
regarded ns stepplng into the domain
of privacy, and a soft answer was
rarely received. In view of this the
statistics on thls point were generally
regarded as worthless anyhow. 0ld
malids will still have to state thelr ages,
however.

In the fierce duel between armament
and armor that began with the inven-
tion of lronclads armor has at present
decldedly the advantage. The recent
test held by Russlan Government offi-
clals of the armor for the battleship
which the Cramps are bullding for
Russia Is a signal vietory for the new
Krupp method of hardening  ship
plates. Five shots were fired at a five
Inch plate from a five-lnch gun, Mid-
vale armor-plercing shells being used
In each Instance. Veloclties varled
from 2,057 to 2,000 feet a second. (In
no instance dld the projectile penetrate
more than half a plate, and generally
only about two Inches, In every cnse
the shell was smashed to pleces with-
out making a slngle crack in the plate.
It is falr to suppose that relatively
thicker plates wil yleld equally good re-
sults, This triumph of armor will have
an immedlate effect upon our naval
plams, for the Increase in the resisting
power of armor will meon a lessening
In the welght ecarrled on the slde of the
ship, thus allowing a larger coal capa-

Aty and rrnatar aemin o e
WY and greqaier armament.

Every ex

periment In naval armor In the pnst!
five years 1s agalpst the bullding of
siow battleships, The department Is!
now talking of insuring a speed for our |
new battleships that ondy a few yenra
ago was consldered the maximum for
the unarmored commerce desiroyers.|
This tendency can only be checked by
the discovery of some new explosive or
form of armor-piercing shell

The Immemorial and almost unlver-
sal opinion of all English-speaking peo-
ple Is that there is and ean be only
one justification for takipg a human
life, and that Is self-defense, The
State, by due process of law, can com-
mit homicide, but the Individual can
do it only when his own life is In peril.
This general proposltion was denied
In a recent address by a member of the |
Supreme Court of Connecticut, .Tmlge‘
Simeon E, Baldwln. The venerable
Jurist brought by his denlal a hornets’
nest about his ears, and In sheer self-
defense, he has offered a second state-
ment somewhuat modifying his original
declaration, He does not wish to be
understood as advoeating sulelde, but
he does think that there are cases in
which a doctor should let nature take
Its course, all hope of recovery being
inevitable; also that there are extreme
cases In which one may with a good
conselence relieve himself of the bur-
den of existence. The first recorded
sulctde oceurred when armor-hearer of
the Hebrew King, 8aul, disobeyed his
royal master's orders to run lilm
through with a sword. The king then
used the weapon on himself. The only
other notable sulelde reported In the
Bible was that of Judas, a thousand
Yyears later, The race from which our
religion was derived has always held
sulelde to be downright murder. The
detestation of all Christians for Judas
rendered his example a more effectunl
safeguard agalnst self-slaughter than
any prohlbition, legal or religlous,
could be. But the position of Judge
Baldwin does not lack precedents, Ac-
cording to Strabo, It was an establish-
ed custom of one famous Greek coun-
try, Ceas, to allow those who attained
the age of slxty, or were Infirm, to do
as they pleased about living any long-
er. The Stole philosophers rather en-
couraged the taking of one's own life
when the fates seemed to be adverse,
Many ecases of sulelde by eminent and
honorable men could be clted from
sreek and Roman history, especlally
the latter, The hara-kirl of Japan
dates back fully 650 years. The Rom-
an law treated self-murder as a venlal
offense, but the English law treated
It as a great erime, and an aAccessory
to it was punished as a eriminal. In
1882 the Btate of New York included
sulclde In its list of felonles, and not
long afterward a man who trled sui-
clde was sentenced to one year in the
penitentiary. But public sentiment did
not sustain the law in that State or ecall
for Its extension to other States. The
feeling toward one who takes his own
life, or seeks to do so, 18 pity rather
than censure, and legislatures cannot
alter this sentlment, Nor s there any
reason to suppose that legislation has
an apprecinble effect In preventing
suleldes. The man or woman who has
reached such a gtate of despalr as to
seek rellef In the grave Is not In a
mood to heed the penalties of the law.
The only really potent restraint is the
fear of punishment beyond the grave,
No doubt many a Hamlet has been re-
strained from ending his life by the
fear that death would not end all, In
proportion as Immortallty Is a vivid
and confident expectation, s the hand
of self-destruction stayed, no matter
how Irksome the burden of existence,

Vapor from Smokeless Powder.

What 1s called smokeless powder
really throws off a shadowy vapor.
This vapor 18 perceptible only when
viewed through a dikk of violet glass
inserted In an ordinary fleld-glass. Col-
onel Sweet of the army medical muye
seum, Washington, made this discoye
ery.

CONCERNING

9 D2 NP SR AT ART T AR N S RS R AT T T AT T T A

£

oo T'S jolly hard llnes,” Balley
HJunlnr sald, flinging himself
down In Jack's armchair.
“What's hard lines?" lasked, thinking
at the same time that although he had
been Jack's best man when we were
married he need not be quite so fam-
lar with Jack's own particular arm-
chalr. I never llke to see any one at
home In Jack's chair, because, if I am
left & widow, [ mean to keep It sacred
to Jack's memory.

“A fellow isn't allowed to sce Baby
Jones ulone for five minutes.”

“Why do you want to see her alone?"
I snid, for the fifth Jones girl, In my
mind, was still a child. Perhaps this
was due to the fact that she is called
“Baby,” but Jack says It's Dbecause
she's not allowed to have her 17th
birthday until the two eldest girls are
“off.' Mamma Jones may be right;
more than four girls out at one time is
a great responsibility.

Balley Junlor, who had retained the
suthix “Junior" ever sinee he went to
school with his eldest brother, looked
at me in surprise. *Why do I want
to see her alone?” he replled; “because
I want to propose, of course; a fellow
can't propose with au audience.”

“You propose!” 1 echoed. “Propose
to Baby Jones!"

“And pray why shouldn't 17" he ask-
ed. “Anything the matter with me?”
He pulled down his coat and stuck out
his brown rldlug boots on my new
hearth rug, Balley Junlor prided him-
self on his bootiwaker. *“1 can afford to
keep a wife; Jack's marrfed."”

“0, but Jack's quite diferent,” T sald,
“Any one can see In a4 moment that
Jack's different, Besides, you'll never
get the chance” I continued, remem-
bering Mamma Jones' theory.

“Why the deuce not?"

“Because the four others have to go
off first, and they must go In proper or-
der. Jack says so,”

“What's Jack got to do with {t?”

“0, nothitig,” I answered; “but Jack's
g0 clever; he always sees through
things."”

“Why have the others got to go ‘off”
first?" Balley Junlor asked. *Baby's
marriage hasn't auything to do with
the others."

*Oh, yes, It has; you don't under-
stand."

“No. I don't; and I'm hanged if any
one else does, Why can't they begin
marrying from the other end?"*

“Because if the county knows that
Baby's old enough to marry, that would
make the others just too old, don't you
see? It's a polnt of honor with the
Baby to remaln under 17 till the eld-
est girl's ofl.,"

“Phew!"” sald Balley Junlor, “now I
see; that's why she's so closely guarded
anid why the eldest girl is always
thrown In my way;: but [ won't have
her, T will tell you. No Mamma Jones
In the world will make me marry the
eldest; none of your serving for Rachel
business for me,"”

“That's right” I sald, “but you'll |
have to walt for Baby until some other |
fellow does want the others.”

"0, Lord!" he exclaimed, In a tone of
volce which was scarcely complimen-
tary to the eldest Miss Jones; “and I
sall for Indla this day week."

“I'm awfally sorry,” I sald:; “but
that's the prineiple and code of honor
In the Joncs faml y. You can't plck out
the best and leave Mamma Jones sad-
dled for life with the plain ones."

Bailey Junifor was silent, and I tried
my best to think of some plan to help
him out of his difficulty. It was of no
use to suggest asking Baby Jones to
spend the day with me and letting
Balley Junlor meet her here, for the
Jones girls never went about singly;
they hadn't enough friends to go all
round, so that If you asked one to tea
two always came. They were such a
devoted famlily.

“Dear little girl,"” he sald, “sacrificed
to her elder sisters. She'll be thirty
before she gets her balr up at that rate,
I wonder what her age really Is?"

“She's probably got wmixed herself,"
I said; “but Isn't It up yet? It will be
getting quite worn out.”

“It's In n sort of maldenly plait,”
Balley Junlor sald, reflectively, “awful-
ly becoming, don't you know, but—"

“But It's time she wore guite long
dresses, and put It right up, lsn't 1t?
A big girl old enough to be married In
short skirts, Jack thinks it horrid.”

“I think they're lovely,” Balley
Junlor answered, “so arched and slen-
der; just think of the eldest girl's.”

“0, no one does,” I sald; “she wnas
put Into long skirts before she left the
nursery, and she was never allowed to
play lawn tennis."”

L

Balley Junfor's furlough was up, and '

PROPOSALS.

——

he went back to Indla without having
proposed to Baby Jones. I met her six
weeks later, and she told me she had
had a letter from him asking her to
marry him. She seemed much aston-
ished that he should want to marry her
and not her eldest slster., The Joneses
are not an imaginative family, and
such an unconventlonal proceeding had
not suggested itself to the youngest of
the family.

“Poor old Balley!" I sald. “IHe sat
for an hour and a half talking to Bel-
In"—that I8 the eldest girl's name—
“the day he went to gay good-by, hop-
ing that von wonld eome In: ha wnsa
determined to propose to you before he
salled,”

Baby Jones opened her eyes wide.
“Did he really? But he ought to have
known that mamma sald he was to
marry Bella. I was sent out to do some
shopping, and the others stald in thelr
rooms and sald they were out. 1 won-
der why he didn’t propose to Bella?”

“Because he was in love with you,”
I sald. “Don't you llke him, Baby?"

"0, yes,” she sald slowly; he’s nlcely
sunburned, and” (with a little sigh) “I
o llke his boots. But It's Bella's turn
first.”

She took Bailey Junlor's letter and
opened It.

“I must ask mamma,” she sald, “for
the poor fellow seems qulte anxious,
and he's In such a hurry. He wants
me to wire back yes or no. He needn’t
be so lmpatient when It's only me he
wants,"”

“Baby," T sald conxingly, “don't ask
your mother uvn‘ll you have szent the
wire. Mothers don't always under-
stand these thing."

Then I turned and left her reading
the letter slowly to herself,

“Bella will be awfully cross,” 1 heard
her murmur; “perhaps he has an elder
brother who wouldn't mind marrylng
Bella.”

By the same post next evening I re-
celved two letters. The one was from
Balley Jun'or. asking me to plead his
cause with Baby Jones. It was an ar-
dent. romantie letter, showing a wvast
imagination and a limited understand-
ing of the character of his future wife,
and the other was from Baby Jones.
It was not g0 romantie, but, Jack snys,
it is full of common sense, and eharae-
teristic of the Jones family. It ran
thus: “Wired back yes. But it cost

me thirty shilllngs!"—Westm!nster
Budget.

His Occupation,

A rather good story 18 told at the
expense of the Rev, W. W. Molr, rector
of 8t. Eustace Church. It is Mr. Molr's
custom to take the offertory every Sun-
day to some one of the hotels and re-
celve a check therefor. The hotels are
glad of the small change. and it Is more
convenient to send a check to the BECTe-

ary than a quantity of small change.
Mr. Moir was counting out the sliver
and bllls at one of the large hotels
while the clerk was making out the
check. He obgerved a small boy watel-
g him with evident curlosity, “Weil,
my boy, what s It" asked the rever-
end gentleman in his nsual kindly way,
"Oh, nothing, slr,”" sald the boy, and
glaneing agaln at the plle of sllver and
nickels on the counter, “oniy, are You
the gentleman what runs the slot ma-
chine downstairs?'—The Adirondack.

Lord Wols«ly's Hise,

No other llving Britlsh soldier has
galned promotion more rapidly than
Lord Wolseley., The followlng are his
various steps, with dates: Ensign,
1852; Oaptain, 1855: Major, 1858; Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, 185%; Colonel, 1865,
Deputy Quartermaster-General, 1867;
Asslstant Adjutant-General, 1871 Ma-
Jor-General, 1878; Quarter-master-Gen.
eral, 1880;: Adjutant-General, 1852; Gen-

eral, 1883. He recelved £25,000 for his |

services in Ashantl, and £20,000 for his
conduct of the Egyptinn Campalgn, He
was the youngest captain In the army,
having reached that rank after only
three years' service,

Conan Doyle,

Conan Doyle 1s a methodiea) worker
and a bard worker. He pastes up over
his mantel-shelf a list of the things he
intends to do In the coming six months,
nud he sticks to his task until it 1s done.
He must be a great disappointment to
his old teacher., When he had finlshed
school, the teacher called the boy be-
fore him, and sald, solemnly: “Daoyle,
I have known you now for seven years,
and 1 know you thoroughly. I am go-
ing to say something that you wi] re-
member In after-life, Doyle, You will
never come to any good!”

Don't let a fool annoy you; laugh af
hime

—

A KLONDIKE BABE, 4

This Tiny Infant Mgpy
When Etrong Me:'le)‘lie:l..o

A tiny Infant manageq g Ut w
out a mother's care in 11, l{loudg
country where sturdy, stout-hey

S mwen  go  ynd
Just befors ¢
from  typhoy)
ver, Mrs, Je
Endgren, of I
BON  City, o
birth to 4 it
daughter, 80
and feail thyy
body thougyt
could possiblp|
Mae Eldorgdo,
lttle one wig e
ed because of her advent fnto this
of tears in the land of gold, At
days after the baby's birth the gy
died.

A small dog sledge hore to thely |
resting place the remnins of th
wife. During the services, Dr, yg
Mosler stepped forth and gave the (o
woman In her coffin  the topde
promise that one woman ean male
another. “I will be a mothey ty
motherless Httle baby girl,” sobbed '5;
Mosler, placing on the cold brow
the Wisconsin bride ber gentle hay

The terrible winter dragged al
slowly and the doctor expressed |
little hope for the poor little eliid
had welghed only three pounds gt bip
and its llife hung constantly by
thread. But the baby grew and ¢
became the pride of the town, “How
Mae?" the simple-hearted miners we
wont to ask as they trudged by (|
little house on their way to and frl
work. Dally the question was aska
and dally the answer given “that
would live, please God.”

When the summer came little Mg
father and foster-mother thought
wise to gend the little one to Its gran
parents In Wisconsin, to escape
rigors of another winter in the fro
north, Murs, John MacDonald, wife
one of the wealthlest miners of
Klondike, offered herself as Bal
Mae's escort, and early In July th
Journey was begun,

All Dawson was on hand to bid
child farewell, Gold dust and nnggef
were showered as parting gifts, un
a handsome sum was reallzed and prd
sented to the Klondike babe, Dawss
wanted to show {ts appreciation of t)
little one's pluck, and that was the onl
way the miners had of dolng it. Bal
Mae was earrled by an Indian packe
across the Wheto pass and over tb
mountaln to Skaguay. Warmly elid
In flannels the baby was as snug s
bug In a rug, nestling against the &
Indian's back. When Beattle w
reached Mra. MaecDonald turned th
baby over to Mrs, J. 8. Bresse, a sl
of Mrs. Endgren, who was to conda
the Infant to her grandparents' lome
It I8 there nmow, recelving the best g
care, and thriving, In spite of Its check
ered career, at the age of 0 monthe
Naturally, the little one s the pride o
the good folks of Madisgon, as [t waso
the miners at Dawson.

Mae Bennett, the baby's mother, wi
the daughter of a prominent Grind
Army man of Madison. Her sweel
heart was Jesse Endgren, a studento
the State university, They were o
ried in Febroary, 1808, and on
same evening left for Dawson City.

BABY MAEFE.

MEXICO'S VICE PRESIDENT,

Ehook Hands with McKinley and
Lanrier in Chicngn,
That was a notable gathering In (b
cago when President MeKinley, 8
Wilfrid Laurier, the premier of Canads
and Don Ignaclo Marsical, Vice Prest

He

DON 16NACIO MARRICAL

dent of Mexico, met In one room and
shook hands, Don Ignaclo Is on# of
the brilllant men of the Mexlcan ™®
public. In addition to being Vice Pé¥
ident he Is Secretary of Foreign Afful®
and Is regarded as a possible successor
to Diaz. He made a favorable i
pression during his visit in Chicag®
where hie attended the fall festival
postoffice corner stone laying.

Antiquity of the Top.
Probably the oldest toy In the world
I8 the top. It has been used all over ﬂ:
world for thousands of years, snd
some savage tribes s used In the W,
formamce of religious rites.

plent U

Before every fallure there are

. of signa to glve the people wnr::llill-ir
' they will read them,




