g e

e

e

- nﬁﬁ;i‘{ze & 58

dains

Brgla

-

: \\ {

-

A At

HE wor between Great Britain

EH and  the two Beer republics in

South Afrien may yet be the de-
termining cavse for the long-expected, oft
predicted confliet which is to invelve all
the greater awd lesser powers of Europe.
Already, says the Chicago Tribune, the
attitude of Kurope is sufliciently menae-
g to impel Great Britain to take early
steps not only to secure the fraits of the
victory that npation expeets to win in
South Africa, but to defend its empire in
all parts of the globe in the event that
it EI]!JH{.‘ rejects Haropoun interference in
its plan to make the southern bulf of the
African continent all British.

In every nnval port in Boglind squad-
rons are being hurriedly fitted out for
Bt A stiong paval foree is already as-
sembling at Gibealtar, and other battle
ships and ernisers  apre ndding  their
strength to it every day.  Every preparn-
tion for calling out the navil reserves
Bas been made, nnd at the €ignal England
woild be ready for all eventualities,

The movements in Buropean diplomatie
gircles leave no reom for doubit thut at
fenst Franee and Russin ave endeavoring
to secure the assistunce of other powers
In joint representations to Geeat Britain
before the elose of 1he present war, It
s regarded ns cortain that neither France
nor Mussin is acting from motives of
sympathy with the Boors, for if so they
would lave entered their protests befope
the aegotintions botween Kruger sind
Chamberlin  reached  the  ultimatum
ptage.  Therefore it is reasonnble to in:
fer that if eance and Russia act at or
before the close of the present war they
will do so from purely selfish motives,
and with the expectation of compelling
Great Botaln o rewain passive while
they seive some other pucts of the globe
tor their own,  Rus=sia’s ambition fu the
dirdetion of the ludinn ocean is well
Known, and France has designs in Ching
amd Afrvien which it never has tuken the
puins to conceal,

Interests Are Oppossd,

Unfortunately for a pacitic ontlook, the
smbitions of both France and Russin are
dangerous to the British Empive, Eng-
lnd can peither permit France to secure
preponderance fn the control of northern
Afrlca nor allow Russin to advance to
the borders of India without practically
destroying the Dritish Empire, Conse-
quently, Great Britwiv 8 almost certain
to accept the alternative of war, even
In its present “eplendid isolation,” for to
no power cun it turn, unless, perhaps, it
may be to Germany, for assistance, |f
Great Britain is finally brought face to
fuce with the alternative of submisson
o the dictates of Europe or a war which
ehall girt the globe with o belt of Hawe,
it ungesstionably will choose the dread
alternative of war,

The attitude of the severnl Buropean
powers and of the United States, the
probable divection of such & war, and the
ehnnges it wonld ultimately make in the
map of the old world are subjects which
mre just now engrossing the attention of
the diplomats of Europe.

The erux of the situation will come
when, after whipping the Boers of the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State in-
to submission, Great Britaln will make
known its plans for the future goveru-
ment of those two republes,

Russla Has Most to Galn.

In any future demands on Great Brit-
ain Russin will necessarily tnke the lead,
for the Uzar's empire has the most to
gain,  Although having the most subthe
and secretive diplomats in Hurope, the
nmbition nnd inflexible purpose of Russia
are well known, In a general stutement
Russin’s nmbition Hes in the direction
of an open sen, unfettered by the lee
shackles of winter, Until recently Rus.
slan forts faced the lee-clad Baltie, the
Arctie ocenn, nnd the northern Pacifie,
For slx wounths of every year Russia's
merchant steamers and Russia’s  war
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ships were locked in ice and it was nof
watil the recent acquisition from Chins
of Port Arthur that the Czar's naval
base in the Pacifie was rendered effective
by open water the year around.

For years Russia hoped to extend its
empire southward to the Mediferranean,
with Constantinople as the objective
point, but its ambition, while perhaps not
completely shattered, was indefinitely de-
lnyed by the Congress of Berlin in 1878,
when Europe erected the quasi indepen-
dent Balkan States as a buffer between
the Czar's dominion and the sea,

Since then Russin has been pushing
steadily southward toward Persin and
Afghanistan, All the intrigue of which
Russian diplomacy is capable has been
exerted in seeuring a preponderating in-
fluence in the semi-barbarvie courts of the
Ameer and the Shah, 8o successfully
has this diplomatic intrigue been carried
on that to-day it is generally believad
that Russia has engaged by secret treaty
to oecupy Afghanistan  with  Iussian
troops in order to preserve order after
the death of the pmesent Ameer and se-
cure the throne to his suceessor,

And it is an open seeret in European
enpitals that the Shah has ngreed to give
Russia the port of Bunder-Abbis, on the
Persinn gulf, whenever Russin chooses to
ocenpy it, and has also granted conces-
sions to Russinn syndieates for railways
running from Russian soil to the Persinn
Russia's control of the Dersian
gulf would be dangerous to the British
Ludian emplre,

Russia's deslgns in China are equaliy
understood,  Already the Czar holds the
Manchurinn peninsula and is disputing
with Great Britain at Peking the right
to dictate terms and concessions to the
Chinese Government,

France the (zar's Ally,

As far as territorial acquisition is con-
cerned, France has almost a8 much to
gain a8 Russin. Then, too, France is
still smarting under the chagrin of the
ashoda fncident, when a year ago Muj.
Murchand was unceremoniously bundled
out of the Upper Nile country by Lord
Kitchener,

France has territorial ambitions in Af-
vien and Cling, and unfortunately in the
present erisis these ambitions run counter
to British interests, France would like
to ndd Moroeco to the western frontier
of Algeria, and in a genernl European
wir undoubtedly would endeavor to seize
it. If upited Europe should defeat Great
Britain in war, the latter would be driven
out of Hgypt, and the British control
pass to another power, and Franee
would agaln step in to demand the lanid
of the Pharaohs as its share of the booty,
With Egypt would go naturally the con-
trol of the Suez canal, this depriving
Great Britain of its short road to India,
In China IPrance, too, would expeet to
galn In a war with Great Britain, France
already has a strong foothold in the Ori-
ent,

Added to all this s the feverish condl-
tion of France at home. The army is
disaffected, conspirncies are rife and roy-
alist plotting s incessant, The republic
is torn by internal strife. Nothing would
clear the French atmosphere more thor-
oughly than a war in which factional
quarrels at home would be forgotten and
employment given to a great army that
leag has chafed under idleness,

Will Kalwser Ald Queen?

The erux of the whole situntion seems
to rest with the German Emperor, If
Germany casts its lot with Burope)! Groat
Britaln may as well eall ont {ts last avall-
able man, for the sea girt empi will
indeed be In danger. But there is ap-
parent reason to believe that Germany
will cast its lot with Great Britain,

Several months ago, before the Trans-
vianl negotintions assumed a dangerons
phase, Lord Salisbury and the Gepman
ambassador to the court of St. James
reached an agreement which to-dny |y
the most mysterious diplomatie seerct ~

all Europe. The mysterious sgrecment
between Grent Britnin and Germany,
which is exeiting =0 much concern in
Europe, is varionsly interpreted, the most
probuble explanation of its temor being
hazarded by an English statesman, who
believes it gives Germany free hand in
the Kaiser's pet project of establishing
a great German colonial empive in Asia
Minor,

It Germany unites its floet with Gireat
Dritain and helds its army ready to
march agninst France and Russin the
proposed European eoalition will end in
bluster, If, on the other hand, Germany
shall finally decide to make terms with

Frunce and Tussin, trustiog o gu agree-

ment with those powers to give it what
it wants in Asin Minor or any other
quarter of the globe, the coulition is as
good as formed,

The Sma'ler Powers,

The attitnde of the smaller powers Is
worthy of consideration, for they could
hardly escape being drawn into any con-
troversy which involves Great Britain,
Russin, France and Germany.

Take Italy fist. Italy is almost *he
only exclusively Mediterranean power,
and must, for its own protection, exercise
a econsiderable volee in the control of
that great inland ocean, It is 4 mem-
ber of the dreibund, that offensive and
defensive allinnes which  enlls Italy's
army into the field whenever Germany
or Austrin, or both, are attncked. It
Germany involves itself in war either for
or agninst Great Britain, Italy, by the
terms of the dreibund, is bound to assist,

Jut aside from the dreibund, Italy has
interests, mostly in the Mediterranean,
and a iythieal one in Ohing, which al-
must compel it to attach itself to the for-
tunes of Great Britain in the present
arisis,  Italy long has asserted its clnim
to Tripoli, and by allying itself with
Great Britain Italy would be able to
claim Tripoli when pesce was once more
restored,

It may be set down as practically cet-
tnin that Austria, it It takes any hand
at all in the international quarrel, will
do so most unwillingly, and on the side
with which Germany allies itself.

To many it might seem almost ridien-
lous even for o moment to considey Spain
in connéction with the word “war” But
at the same time it must be vemember-
ed that Spain easily can put from 100,-
OO0 to 150,000 men in the field, providing
the funds were forthcoming. A loan’ from
France in the emergency, together with
the hope of securing the retrocession of
Gibraltar from England, might induce
Spain to forget the trouncing it received
from the United States n year ago, and
onee more try its fortune at the game of
wWir.

The position of Turkey might bother
the diplomants on both sides of the con-
troversy, It is ditficult to see how the
Sultan could be drawn into the war, and
equally ditfieult to understand how he
could keep out of it.  Abdul Hamid is in
the unfortunate position of being com-
pelled to choose sides in a possible con-
flict with the certain knowledge that he
will lose with either,

IHe is bound by the treaty of Berlin
to guard the Dardanelles against the pas-
sage of the Russian Black Sea squadron,
He has been enabled by judicious loans
from England to fortity the Dardanelles
s0 strongly with modern Krupp guns
that he can, if he chooses, batter the Rus-
sian warships to pleces when they try to
force their way through into the Medit-
erranean.,

If he nses his Krupp guns against
Russia he will have the Czar's armies
knocking at his door to the north, and
Bulgaria, Servin and Roumania ready
to unite to liberate Macedonin, with Ans-
trin waiting for a convenient opportunity
to seize Saloniea Bay.

If, on the other hand, the Sultan, even
tacitly allies himself with Iussia by
permitting the Black Bea squadron to
pass unscathed, he will have Germany
and Great Britain on his bnek, with the
certainty of losing Asia Minor, In addl-
tion to the Bulgarian uprising and the
loss of Salonica Bay.

As to the little kingdoms of Europe,
they undoubtedly will be permitted to
remain passive spectators of the great
international tragedy—to preserve g
stolld neutrality in the midst of the yor-
tex of war abont them,

War Around the Globe,

It is almost impossible to appreciate the
magnitude and the horror which must
characterize a war involving Great Beit-
ain, Ruossin, Germany, Austria, Italy,
France and Spain in one general, wide-
spread conflict. It would mean a war
arouml the globe, All Europe, all Afriea,
most of Asin, the islands of the South
Pacifie, the West Indics, and the north-
ern part of North America would be the
geenes of conflict.

The grentest norrors of such n war
woull only be realized If Germany and
its allies in the dreibund should decide
to enter the field. Then France ana
Russia would be assailed from each slde
by the armies of Germany, Austrin and
Italy., With the greater powers engross-

ed in war, it Is almost certain the conflics, Johnny Hardup—"Dunno
. 1o,

wonld involve the Balkan States with
Turkey, and the Sultan would be compell-
el to make his last stand to retain his
place on the map of Europe,

The enormous sacrifice of life and pa-

ralysis of all commerce would he he
yond eomputation. Hardly & nation en-
gnged in the contest but would emerge
from it us hopelessly bankrupt and pov-
erty stricken as is Spain to-day, und it
is this aspect of the sitnation that fure
nishes the surest guorantee for peace.
Grent Britain's Defenase,
It is upown its navy that Great Britain
would depend lnrgely for the defense of
its seagirt empire. In Indin and Egypt,
it Is true, Great Britain's soldiers would
engage in land eampaigns whieh wounld
tax their courage and endurance to the
utmost, But In all other respects the
great battles of an international war
would be fought upon the sea, But pow-
erful a8 Great Britain's navy Is, it must
be conceded at the outset that Frapce
and Russia united can put a navy to sea
that would be terribly effective.
The British navy has been built up to
its present mammaoth proportions en the
theory that some day it will ave to de-
fend the empire agiinst a possible conli-
tion of the Huropean powers. The fleots
in active serviee nre distributed In quar-
ters of the globe best situnted to Hght
such a wer. Nanva! hases have been lo-
cated in view of such a contingency.
In all the digcussions leading up to a
possible conlition agninst Grent Britaln
the probable position to be assumed by
Japan must not be lost sight of. If noc-
essary Japan's new and powerful navy
would unquestionnably be thrown into the
sciles on the British side, and if so the
issne wounld be quickly dectded in favor
of the alliance between Great Britain
and the 'Oriental power.

Whore Will Amerien Stand?
There can be no donbt that in sneh a
eombination of eircumstances the YT -
thy of the great masses of the people of
the United States wounld go ont to Great
Britain, But when one goes beyond sym-
pathy he will reach a domain of (iscis-
sion in which it would be not ounly Jditli-
cult but dangerous to enter,

Unforeseen contingencies might arise
which would make it difficult for the
United States to hold alost, It may he
set down as certain that any attempt to
break through the Monroe deetrine, say,
by an invasion of Canada, or the selznre
of the West India Islands, would arouse
a dangerous sentiment in this country,
and this sentiment, it may be remunrked,
is one of the strongest defenses Great
Britain could have for the defense of
her Possessions on the North American
continent.

It must always be remembered that be-
fore any nation or combination of na-
tions would dave seck to nttaelk the Unit-
ed States, ciMier at home or in the far
Enst, the British fleets must first be de-
stroyed, and after the destruction of g
British fleet the enemy’s squadron would
be in poor condition for another battle,

Changes in the Maps,

And, finally, when the strugele was
ended and the international COBZress met
to nrrange its torms of peace, the geog-
raphers would have to Prepare new maps
of Europe, Asia and Africa,
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Money Found in Mai] Bags,

It seems almost lucredible that in
the melghborhood of $40,000 in actual
eash should have been confided to let-
ters during the last year, ang harder
still to credlt that the most exhaustlve
efforts failed to find the owners of one-
fourth of that nmount, The envelopes
which are addressed are kept on file
for four years, blank anes not so long,
but In elther case g liberal margin of
time I8 allowed for claimants to appear
before the money s tinally turned into
the treasury to the eredit of the Post-
office Department, In addition to the
money contalned In leftors during the
same perlod, something like $10,000
was found loose in the malls, It {s
officially styled “logse money."<Ladley’
Home Journal,

Carefal Inspecrors,

In Sweden yarn 1s not tllowed to he
sold If it contains 0009 per cent, of ar-
senle, A carpet has been condemmned
by the Inspectors because it contalped
one thousandth part of g graln of ar-
senle in sixteen square Inches—that is,

oue grain In a plece of carpet ten feet
gquare,

Shoes for a Lifetime,

A shoemaker says we wenr away
quite two Inches of ghope leather In o
year. A pair of boots that would “last
a Hfetime' would consequently have tq
be provided with soles from elght to
nlne feet thick,

A Musical King.

King Oscar of Sweden In hig young
days was regarded as the most aecome-
plished tenor in Europe, and coylg have
made a fortune cut of his volee on th.;
stage,

Teacher—"“Johnny, what Is a thiery”

J ) Teacher—
OL! yes, you do. Now, what would I

be If I took money out of FOUr pocket 7
Johnny Hardup—“Why, Youse 'ud be a

veach."—Oblo State Journal,

. Enthusinsm Rooelved o ;;;:"-
An enterprising Whshiing
agent, who has been mr:atinE w?‘;%
success in Whitneyville, hyq his e
sadly dampened the other gy
called at a house in town, ang tj,e
tress being absent, he DGNIIHItIM
gon to let him show np the e
his machine in a practiog) wi i
were no dirty clothes in the ilfJu'ne
sequently the agent ['Wﬁnnded'
young man to change his shiy A
him the garment on which t0 oxen
the cleansing Power of his now i:m'
tion. He inserted the shirt jy oy
washer and placed it on the stoye
glowing hot with dry edyings, :&
alternated his labors in filling thu.
and revolving his machine, the hdl::
the house made hey Appearance, g,
marched straight to the oven rln::ur
flung it wide open.  The smoke
ruined pot of heans fiilled thy T00n
suffocation., The HEENE Was furoe)
make an ignominions retraag, W
he seeks permission to test the michipy
now he looks sort of scared gy e 1
marks in o casual way: 9 Présum
there are no beans in thy ovRy,
madam.”'—Lewiston Journal,

N

The great linden in Wurtembirg wy
800 years old. The city of Neustyl
was for many years known g the (i
near the Linden.""  In 1408 a posyy gy
written about it. It was Propiped by
stone pillars; in 1664 thess wem &
creased to 82; in 1882 to 1qp, I
trunk then measured 37 foet, [p gy
wrecked in thut year,
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PORTLAND DIRECTORY.
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