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HIS BEST DAY.

“1 know a Loy likes Chris'ions best
‘Cop Santa Claws comes thoen;

He lkes to hang his stocking up,
An' take It down asn i,

An' count Wis pragen:  ut-but 1—

I'druther bave lt Fouril Jioly.

“That other boy likes Chris'inos bost
"Cos o' the Chris'mas trees

To Buuday schiools—an' things to eit,
AT when they's boen n freeze,

He lkes to slide and skate, but my!

What's that leugs de o Fourth July?

“Cnris'mus Is good, but Fourth Juiy!
That duy's the hest of nll—

O wy! 1 wight could be the Fourth
All summer an' all falll

No other time Leglns 10 be

Bo good as Fourth July to me!

1 hope “nt when the Fonrtly Is hers
My mother'll think Its right

To let me creep down stalrs an® fire
My crackers off ‘fore Lght.

'Y blow my horn. and shoot my gun!

Au' wilie up pa! an® Lkave suel fun!

AL durk UILEARe my shooting stars,
An' let my rookets glire,

An' wer my Romin eandles off— |
Whize! Rush! Buzz! Bang! Pop!

Chris'mas 18 good “nough, hut my!

Fdrather have it Four b dnly!

1 wisht "twas glways Fourth July !

—Womuank'ud,

Flare!

A Fireworks Capture.

ROUBLE raged on the Ierlgation

EII diteh, The upper gung and the low-

e gnng were ot onts. The former
had lost a borse and the lower gang waos
1t just means a fight," exelaimed Mack
to Shmpson, ns the two members of the
lower ging rode over the plains one sum-
mer night.,  “There can’t be any horse
stealing around these parts and not have
fighting.”

“Nuj and the feeling isn't any too good
alrendy,” wilded the other. -

The pondes loped ensily, and turning
down the tenil went swirtly into the thick
sulllowers of a ruvine, It wos nearly sun-
et anid the tull weids seemed to be als
most like young saplings, Suddenly the
horses stopped: ahead was dn unusoal
sight, o white-topped prairie schooner,

“A one-horse rig, too,” exelaimed Simp-
son, looking at the thills that wore on the
front of the wagon.

Al desertidd, too,” and Matt drew
nearer to the strpnge ontfir.

“Well, what do you think of a man that
will do this?"  1Ie polled the eoartains
aside and showed the slesping form of a
koy perhaps 7 yenrs old, The little fel-
low looked peaked and helpless and the
sxmpathios of hoth the moen were aroused
by the sight,

sl alle we L,

“Wall, he's o vaseal,” was the roply at
Inst nnd the cnrtain was deopped,

i win't aovaseal,’ came from the in-
glde or the

wogon, "My popais good to
e,
“Hcllo, there, what are you doing here 7"
nsked Matr,
“Waltiug for fireworks: papa hins gone
nfter themn Tl always gets them for me

w1

bint il e sy 2 aiked Matt,
Iiis Tather hos gone sfter

s
works—ia likely story,

Fo'thor July,”

n-'\‘l 1
fire-
The boy's hungry;
tht 05 what i the martey with him.'

WL Tet's feed Bhin, I go over and
gol L somcthing from the onmp.  And,
sy, Ul Dring b some iroworks, too,
I'd forieod I, bt !n.‘,,|_\ & the l"li!ll'ill ot
tl the boss hasa ot of rockets and

remdy b Bre off, N the agen dre
onl bnnting for the horse thicf and they
have torgotton all about i, 1 can stoal n
fow,"

Away eode Matt in the enathering dark-
peass mnd nlthough the puny went vy
fast, ol the man did not stay i
nwre Lian o fese momwen®s, the whit seome-
e n dune ote to the wateher in tie wnvine
with the boy.  The olil] was hungry nod
nervous amd coutided 1o the man that he
had Been “mwful siol™ Stmpson felt ox-
coealinely sorey for the Htle one, wnd wig
more il move indignant at the activing of
thi man wha had forsaken such g precions
charge,

“Elege be domes,™ e siid ot last, when
the tottle of horse's hoofs was henrd o

Poll—=Not on your life, Jacky.
sworn off smoking,

Jack—Then let’s have a Fourth of July
race. I'ma regular crackerjack at sprint-
ing,

This jvulys like oue on me,

Y LT
o ALULLjML,

6. Polly—How's that for a cracker,
Juek?

1. Jack Rabbit—Polly, waut a craeker?

2. Poll=T'll gob you, But won't you

I've have a crucker, Juck? D¢ bhave one‘on

e,

4, durl el
powder.

Whats sy 1 smel]

6, Zip! Kerzoom! End of the Tale,
—San Francisco Exmmniner,

“What have you there?" remarked one
of the newcomers, pointing to the hoy who
stood by, looking with open-mouthed as-
tonishment on the weird seene.

“Nothing but a kid that we pieked ap,”
answered Matt, “Let him glone, will
you?"

“Say, fellows,”" went on  the vwisitor,
“swhat's the matter with letting the boy
fire some of his rockets and muke a re-
spectable illumination for this proceod-
ing ¥

The others agreed, and the child was
placed in position ut the hend of the two
lines that had formed and hnd in his hand
o big rocket that was to be fived at the
signal, nuwd thew the bunds were to be
tuken from the prisoner and he could be
e by any one who was quick cuongh, It
was thonght that he would get enough
minisliment 10 prevent him from ever re-
turning to thut seetion again,  He evident-
Iy thought so, e, for he was trying his
Liest Lo escipne,

“All rendy,” called Matt. “Gol”

The bandage was deopped  from  the
man's eyes and the ropes came from off
his feet and arms. A dozen whips were
ralsed 10 strike, but Before they could be
sl wedramatic seenefollowed. The boy
who was to fire the rocker droppid the
signal in the grass and the bunches of
fire went skurrying away in the tall sun
tlowers.  Por himself, the little fellow
made one leap, and before a whip descend-
wd he wis eliuging to the man's neck with
hoth arms around the samwe in an cmbrace
that meant a great deal.,

instend of ruuning, stood holding the ¢hild
t his breast.
“Well, this is n go,"” sald Matt,
have you mwen been doing?"
“Muke him raw' ealled one of the more
excitalile ones nmong them. He roised
his whip again, but Sinpson stood be-

“What

the praivie sod.  Marr came down the ra-
vine dmd had some diienlty in nding
the wiagon hidden in the sunflowers, At
lnst heopened the pavkoge of foml and
Wil the tireworks on the grass beside the
bux.

“Supper firs:,”

wns the  order  from
Nimpson, god the three atoethe generous
supply that had been broonght,

Uiond thing not 1o take the kid to the
roucly, sald Matt, "“The men will have
& rough time there tomight, and they
worldn’y =pare the boy,”

“Now for the fun' anid away went one
of the rockets into the darkness, senttor-
Ing Its splendor over the level pliins thit
gprond feom the edge of the rvine. The
jack rabhits and the prairie owls saw it
and wondered what It conld b,

Bowebaody ¢lse saw i, for away off to
thie sonth, where its light was visible only
ns o faint glhonmer, there was a company
of horsemen, and they turned their ani-
mals i that divection.

“Hunrk!™ sold Mot as the fin was at
fte helght. “Somebuily’s coming.”

The light of the last rocket hod given
a passing view of ioman on horfseback at
the crest of g ravine, lu o moment the
wman was noar them and he was aecompun.
Jed by o lorge number,  In the midst of
thie party, with his head bound n a large
red havdkerehfof, was soon the figure of a
wian tied on o horse,

“We hnve got the thier,
of the newvomers,

“Well,™ veplied Matt, “what are you
bringing him here for?™

“We Kind of lost our way and we
thought thix was the camp,  But we are
EOlng to kettle with the raseal right here,
anyhow, Tt might not be best to take
him to the ewmp, wfter wll"

“Rlure I the man ¥

“Rotnd to boe—got the horse

In the dim light of the little fire of sun-
Rower stalks that somebody hnd Kindled
the prisoner was brought forth, e pre.
sented n pitltul appearance and the men
almont felt sorry for hims,  8till, they

"

said the leadoer

tween and wonld have received the blow
on his own shoulders,

“You have captured the wrong man,”
said the stranger,

“Dat yon didu't say so."

“How conld 1 when you had put a yard
of cottun over my mwonth? 1T was looking
for something to eat, aud you made a
tush and got me tied before I conld get
word to you. T tried not to let you got me,
though.”

“Yes, you fought like a tiger”

“My boy and Lare teaveling back enst,”
went on the man, “One of our horses gave
ot back here a ways, aud we had to get
glong with one. The boy's mother died
In the monntains, and I must tuke him o'
my folks,  We are very poor, bt we are
hionest."

“Then how did you get the horse that
bolongs to the gang ¥

“1.did not get the horse, This is my own
horse,"

“We'll seo nbont that, Come on, hoys,”
said the leader, and they went toward the
ranche house, where the men bad their
hendgnarters,

“Bring lirtle fireworks and  his play-
things," called one of the men, and they
gathered up the remainder of the rockoets,
On the way the boy fired several, and their
path was thus marked with fire and shout-
ing, for the men enjoyed the sight ns well
a8 he,

As they came into eamp they saw all the
npper gang wen and the remninder of the
lower gang employes gathered there, Thls
unwonted sight made them afraid that
trouble was In the air,

“*We have got your horse," called Matt,
as they deew nearer,

“So bhave we,” eame the strange answer,

Bure enough, as they entored the camp
there was brought a lorse with a plece
of picket rope tied to his neck, and when
they stood him beside the horse ridden by
the stranger the two animals looked like
us twins,

"But this is the right one,” explained

knew the unwreitten law.

one of the men, poluting to the rope, “He

“Oh, it's papad™ be eried, and the man,

had been in the tall weeds and was tan-
gled by his rope."”

“Seems to me that we owe you an apol-
ogy,” said Matt, addressing the stranger,

“Let's oelebrate it," added the happy
Simpson. “If it hadn't been for the boy
we wonld have given the man protty bad
treatment, Let him fire his rockets,"”

So the remaindoer of the fireworks went
into the dark and illominated the scene
that was so unusual on the plains,

“While we are about it,” went on 8imp-
son, “let's shake honds and be friends
again” g

The men of both gangs liked the sngges-
tion and =pent a happy evening together,

When the boy and the emigrant drove
on east n few doys aftorward they were
seated behind two horses, and the good
wirkhes of both camps went with them,—
Chicago Record.

TWO MEMORABLE FOURTH®,

One Followed the Fall of Gettyuburg,
the Other the Victory ut Spntiago,

y HIS

Seen

country

Fourth of July, and
these same go to ens
force historical sig-
nifiennce with those
whose memory
redches back into
the past generation,
,7 Js{sl J6 years ngo
7 /ﬂ this  Independence
S, Day, that of 15638
waus one of express
sive, heartfelt emotion, When the sun
rose on that vivid Fourth of July and the
preparations were made In the midst of
devastating war to pay homage to the na-
tion's natal day, the wires fashod the
news that Gertyshurg had geen the most
momentous vietory for the Union arms,
and that Vieksburg had fallen, Tt was
perhaps the most critical period of the war
—the high-water mark of the prowess of
one army, when its forces had pursucd a
victoribus march and were actually in
ripe alien territory.  The whole nation
quiversd with execitement, and it was in.
deed n glorlous Fourth when the nows
came that Grant and Meade had slmul-
tanconsly won two such vitial victorjes,

It s a singnlar coineidental situation
that exactly one year ago practicully the
snme intercst and anxiety as that mani-
fested in 1808 hovered about the Fourth
of July, 1808, It requires brier oxercige
of memory to revive with a theill the rare
cagerness with which the whole people of
this country were pwaiting news of the
naval campnign ln Cubg ng the wonth of
July deifted in. It was July 8 that the
most remarkable exploit ever acvomplish-
ed by Americnn arns eame to froition—
on that day the United States navy met
the foe long songht for, and Cervern's
fleet was destroyed in Santiago harbog,
The series of thrilling events that accom-
panied this important oceurrence, the in-
tense natfonal anxiety of July 8 that was
followed by widespread rejoicing the en-
sning day, mark an opoch in ardent his-
torical event that, belng within our near
actunl knowledge and participation, wil)
never be forgotten.

Racing Term,

“They're off in a bunch,”

UNITED STATES NAVY

MUCH INTEREST AROUSED BY
ITS ACHIEVEMENTS,

Facts with Which the General Public
Is Unacquainted—The Wages Paid
to Enlisted Men Far Above the Aver-
age—Fighting chips,

That the easy and suceessful manner
in which the American navy disposed
of that of Spain has created a revival
of Interest In that lmportant and pow-
erful branch of the fightlug service of
Uncle Sam s fully attested by the
thousands of queries that reach the
newspapers from the public requesting
information about the navy and all that
pertains thereto. The Inguiries come
prineipally from the Interlor, where a
juekie In full regalla Is as much of a
hero as Adwmiral Dewey, the greatest
of the great. That the next few years
will see the Injectlon of more epergy
and Intelligence lnto the navy—that is,
among the enlisted men—and the elim-
fnation of the foreign element that Is
actuated more by the substantial
wages paid rather than the love of
country, Is demonstrated by the wish
of thousands of bright and courageous
young Amerleans to enter the service
in vlew of the conditions that prevail.

The personnel of the navy Is as fol-
lows:

Admnlrals ,ooiveenis 1
Henr Adwmlrals. T
CommSB0PeE +uvisishsiinssnsinndssvssssa I_J
Commanders ....oveans LT WaAAs 83
Licu.enant Commanders............ = T4
Lileutenants (senlor)..... baeidials srdeeak R0
Lieutenunts (JUIOr)..ieeivavanainisas (i
ENs'gns «.vviss MRS a0 R vene BT
ChINY Bnglieers, .o counseesssnsrnssnns 70
Pay Asssiant Englueers. .oveeeerenes 04

Asslstant EugluCers, covsvsenasaisenss B8

Totnl officlal personnel, .v...ivee.. 1,588
Enlisted wen (Lhree years). .., « oo 11,887
Enllsred men (Lwo yoears). .. ases 4472
ADDPRDLICER: s iv v iy e s e ek s Ty 2,278

IORRL S oane wwiwvas T wvens o 18,085

In the Marine Corps there are 72 of-
ficers and 3,170 men, making a total In
the navy, officers and men, of 23,501,
The nggregate number of these vessels
in the regular pavy, Including all ves-
sels In service nud under construection,
is 180, divided as follows:

Flrst class battleships........ v 4eaireehe il
Second class battieships. .... Py o seesid
Armored eraisers, ., ...... nesaseyes o |
Double turreted monltors. ., ... varwssssae U
Single steel turreted monltors, .....,... L
Single [ron turreted wonlgors, .. ... PR
Protected crilsers e, connssinceciii e 18
Proteeted crulsers sheathed with wood.,, 2
Cnprotected crulsers. .. .. Sl YT Iy a

Gunbouts .r......,

R e isdiaeanua
Light-deasoght gunbonts..,.. saveisdbenened
Composite gunbonts.... ., .., cervrerasannns B
Tralning P vierenn, LI T |

Speclal cluss
Torpedo hont destroyers. ... ...

) - caneesosdl)
Torpedn boats

............... srsvseuyiassdn
Submarioe torpdo Vot .. v iineesenons 1
Waoud torpado L T P e S e s |
Torpodo boats captored 15 st Wars .. ... 8
(ron cru'sors, .. .....

R T TR e

Waonden ermlsers. ., .......
Salling vessels.,, ...... . ve 3 393
AL T T e B Y o, sis i ne vonado il
Wooden stesm versols unfit for son §er-
vice N T C N X T T v 11
Woeden silling vesssis uniit for sen sor-
vive

................. O T TS

Of the seaman brateh, sepmen gun-

hag | Ders receive $26 montlily, senmen $24,
some  sensg- | And flrst-class apprentices $21. An or-
tional and dramatie | dinary seqman gets §16 a wmonth and
celebrations of the | gecond-class

npprentices  §15, while
landsmen are allowed $16 and third-
class apprentlces $0. Of the chief pet-
ty officers the clief master-at-arms,
which positlon any bright apprentlee
can achleve In time, recelves 865 per
month. Chief gunners' mates and chlef
gun captains get 860 ench.

The petty officers are elnssified as
chiefs, first, second and third class,
each belng pald in proportion to the
class to which he belongs, The nme
gcale prevalls among the enlistod mien,
The Inndsman Is the recruit from
shore, who joins the nayvy with no pre-
vious experlence. e does the menlal
work, and sometlines he attains the
dignity of conl-passer. Three or four
enlistments will enable him to he ealled
a seaman. Landsmen assigned to duty
a8 Jacks-of-the-dust and lﬂmplighu'l:s
recelve 85 a month in addition to their
pay. The boy of robust condition and
average intelligence can become an ap-
prentice upon application, provided he
18 supplied with the written or verbal
eonsent of his parents and the neces-
sary letters of recommendation.—Cln-
cinnat! Enquirer.

EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC FISH,

Epecies Found in ths Nile that Given
Considerable ! hock,

An Interesting fish that inhabits the
waters of the Nile Is the malapterurns
electricus, which s consldered about
the best specles of electrical fish, for,
unlike the gymnotus and torpedo, its
electrle organs do not affect |ts mo-
tion. In a paper recently Presented to
the Royal Institution at London, the
theory Is advanced by Professor Goteh
that the seat of the electro-motive
force is the nerve-center Itself, and not
the collection of plates whicl have
hitherto been consldered the electrle
organ of the fish, These plates num-
ber about two million, and conslst of n
modified muscular substance sepnrated
by an albuminous composition, while
each 1s connected by a single nerye
fiber to the nerve-center, A measure-
ment of the electro-motive foree of the
cells by a caplllary electrometer re-
vealed the fact that the electro-motive
force was of the same order As  that
produced by the contraction of o mus-
cle, and amounted to abont .04 or 05
yolt. Between the excitation of the

nerve and the maximum electm,
tive force there 1s a time-lng of .abom
1-1,000 of a second, and an oscillagoys
electro-motive force is Benernte py
single momentary excltation of
nerve. At the lecture bhefore the Roya)
Institution already referved 1o the eleg,
tric current frot fwo of (lege liye
electrie fishes was shown wiyy 4 telp.
phone, and nlso shocks given t, my
of the audlence. Some of these 18l
were procured by the Senft expeditiog
of Columbla Unlversity whilp g¢
Nllg last summer, and are eXhibiteg
in the museum of the department ol
zoology of that lnstltutlun.-.nogm
Transcript.

NATURE & SCIENCE. . *,, »,

The weight of a man's Linln has, I
is sald, nothing to do with lis mental
power. It Is a question of climnte, noy

* u..'

of Intellect. The colder the clmate,
the greater the size of the bruin,

American engineers estimate that the
ore in slght {n the South African golg
distrlet called the Rand, containg
about §4,000,000,000 worth of the pre
clous metal. But unless more rapld
methods of production dve cinpiuyed, it
will require Afty years to put this gold
into circulation and use,

W. H. Preece, president of the Britisﬁ
Institution of Clvil Engineers, In g re
vent address, sald that speech i1s ooy
practleally posslble between any two
post-offices in the TUnited Kingdom
Theoretieally it 1s possible to talk he
tween London and eveyy capital [p
Europe, and the Britlsh post-office ap
thoritles are considering the submer
slon of special telephone cables to Hel
glum, Holland and Germany,

An organized effort fs Lelng made
stamp out consumption In Gerimany by
sclentifle methods of treatmeut. Al
ready 20 sanatoria for patlents have
been opened, and others are to Le pro-
vided. A congress s to be held in Ber
Iin for the purpose of making the war
against consumption a natioual move
ment throughout the German emplre,

It has been decided to establish o
meteorologieal observatory at the top
of the great cathedral spire In Ulm,
Germany., The Ulm cathedral is one
of the most extroovdinary in existence,
on account of the great size and helght
of Its single spire, which reaclies an
elevation of 528 feet. Although the
great chiureh was begun more than five
hundred years sgo, the spire was nol
completed until 1890,

. Lydekker, the English naturallst
snye that tortolse-shell, which is made
from the horny skin overlying the hony
ense of most specles of turtles, pos
gesges the property of welding so per
fectly that no trace of junction is vist
ble. Two plates to be united have
thelr adjacent edges bevelled iu oppo:
site directions, and are then squeezed
together In a metal press, under the
action of bolling water, Imitation tor-
toise-shell Is made by painting hotn
with a paste of e lithavrge and soda,
which is rubbed off after drying. This
process leaves dark spots of lead sub
phide in the horn, resembling the mob
tling of real tortolse-shell,

Yuuthfal Bravery.

Boys from 16 to 21 make the bes
fighting soldlers. Thelr youthful ardor
carrles them away, and they face dag:
ger (noan exalted moad, which robs
war of lts terrors. There were many
captaing In the eivil war who wers uns
der 21 years of age, There were Lrigs
dler generals only 21 years old. General
Grant was under 40 when he entered
the war. Stonewall Jackson had won
fmmortal fame at 38 and dled nt 39
General Sherldan was a general at 30
IPitzhugh Lee was a major general at
20, Alexander had conquered the world
before he wag 88. Napoleon became
master of ¥gypt, crossed the Alps, and
fought the battle of Marengo at 30.
Young men make the best soldiers. The
elvll war was fought by young men
and boys. There are llving veterans of
that war who are now only 50 years of
age; yet that war began thirty-eighl
FOOrs ago. '

A Penny Saved,

The individual who saves a dollar In
one directlon and Immediately pro
ceeds to spend two In another, os 8
sort of reward of virtue, Is a famlliar
character. “I've stopped economizing”
said the girl with the violets, as she
stirved ber chocolate. “I ean't afford It
I trimmed this hat I'in wearlng last
month, and saved ever go much.
saved 8o much that I felt able to buy
& new gown, and |t wil cost thret
times what I saved before It's finished.
It's always the way, If I save a cat
ticket by walking down fown, 1 spend
a dollar for violets before 1 get homé
I'm golng to stop trying to save, and
I've painted a proverb to go on my
mantel to remind me of it: ‘A penny
saved 18 a dollar wasted,'”

Every time we meet n school teachet
we find that we have nlways been pro:
nouncing nnother word Incorrectly.

When a boy claims to be sick In the
morning 1t s usually a sign that
wants to go fishing before Saturday.




