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fumery shop In Dond street as I

passed them—two young ladies
of maunifestly good soclety, so refined
was thelr appearance and so perfectly
correet thelr tenure. T coulid not help
halt turning, and who should they be
but that archtease of a cousin of mine,
Sybil Vane, awmd her bosom friend,
Gwen O'IHara. Tt was Sybll that had
spoken, and she sald:

“Fancy that little fool throwling her-
Bell away on a man llke that when she
knows he only wants her for her
money."

“What 1lftle fool and what man?' I
asked, as I ralsed my hat by way of
apology for the intrugion.

“Oh, you men! You never know any-
thing," sald 8ibyl, when she had recov-
ered fhoii the shiock Wy yueston had
evidently oceasloned,

“Then tell me,” I rejoined. “You nev-
er have any secrets from me, you know
—at least, not for long."

“Why, Henor Beaumont and Capt
Faulkiner, to be sure”

“Are they engaged to be married 7

“Of course they are, and he hasn't a
penty, while she has a mll=l—ion.”

“Well, be's a very handsome fellow,
and she Is—passable.”

“They say he cheated at eards, that
be's in everybody's debt, and {8 nothing
short of a were adventurer. And yet
Honor Beaumont has accepted him! I
say It's really too bad of her.”

I had kwown Iaulkiner for some
Years, and 1 am bound to say I had
very little to urge In hls defense. IHe
had vever been actually eaught in any
nefarious proceeding, but It was known
that he had run through most of his
friends, and that he was wonderfully
lucky at faro, and that he was anxlous-
Iy looking for an heiress,

The wedding took plaee, and about
four months afterward Captain and
Mrs, Faulkiner were back in town, ap-
parently  the happlest people to be
found o all Belgravia.

As for IMaplkiner, lie seemed com-
pletely ehanged.  Thers was a manli-
ness about him that one never noticed
before; his eyes wore a frank expres-
slon that was truly refreshing to sce,
e was elearly devoted to his wife, and
they seemed to perfectly understand
and trust each other. What counld It
mwenn’? :

Gradually T got to really llke Faulkl-
ner.  He made a splendld host, wis a
pattern of the domestle virtues, and lm-
pressed one ns being the soul of honor.
Our acqualntance finally ripencd into
a close friendship, and the Intlmacy de-
veloped until at length 1 found myself
—how I know not—on terms of real
confldence with the man whom, only a
few wonths before, I had been Inelined
to look upon very much In the Hght in
which he was regarded by my cousln
Bybil.

One evenlhg he expounded the mys-
tery.

“Shall T tell you the story of our
courtship, Jnek ™ he asked.

“As you will, my dear fellow,” I re-
plled, "ir it fsn't too sacred a subject
for a third party.”

“That's just it—It 18 a saered subject,
as youn will see”

ITe lit hig elgar and proceeded:

“All that the world thonght and sald
of me before 1 was mareled was true,
and more than true. 1 was a ‘regular

T HIEY were standing before a per-

SWHAT LITTLE POOL AND WIAT MAX D
1 ASKED,

bad lot." Aud it Is true also that In pro-
peeing to Miss Deanmont I was actu-
ated by the fwost mercenary motlves,
and those alone,

“All that I wanted wops her money—
her money, Jack—do you hear me? The
world sald so, and the world was per-
foclly rght. 1 had plans as to what 1
wonld do with It. My chief ansiety
Wik to prevent her getting any Inkling
of 1he trathy, and o I never coased to
davee cdnstant attondanee on her, and
especinlly 10 withdeaw her as far s
possible from hor Indy reienda, All wont
well untll one evening at the Villlers'
ball shie took me to one slde, saying:

StA Changed Man.g-

“‘Fritz’—she always ealled me Fritz
rather than Frank—‘1 want to speak to
you'

**What is It, darling?

“*You are not to call me darling any
more till this matter is cleared up.

“*What matter, dear?

**Just this: People are saying fhat
you are marrying me merely for my
money. Is that so?

“10f course not,
self—-'

“ *Stop, stop! I am going to put yon
to the proof. You know my solicltors—
Messrs. Hopkins & Dicey, In Lincoln's
Iun? :

" 'Yes!

““Well, meet me there to-morrow at
noon, sharp. And now, good-night,'

“In n moment she was gone, I passed
4 sleepless night, and with great diffi-

I love you for your-

“ICLASPED NER IN MY ARMS AND WE
WEPT TOGETHER."

culty nerved myself In the morning to
keep the mysterlous appointment.

“Old Diecey—1 eall him that becanse
he Is now one of my dearest friends—
recelved me coldly,

**1 have been favored, Capt. Faulkl-
ner,’ he said, *with some very extraor-
dinary Instructions from my client—
your flancee—MIiss Beaumont, I must
entirely disclaim all responsibility in
the matter. I have simply given effect
to Mlss Beaumont's wishes, and the
final Issue of them must rest entlrely
with yoursell., If you please, we will
go to the adjolnlng room, where Miss
Beanmont awalts us,'

“We found her seated nenr a window,
She did not vise, but slmply bowed, and
1 saw, thai her face was pale, and that
it wore an expresslon of apparent en-
foreed calin,

“*Fritz, 1 told you last night thap
people are saylog that you are marry-
fng me merely for my money. It mat-
ters lttle to me now whether they
speak the truth or not, 1f they do, then,
whether or not you become wmy hus-
band, Is the light gone out of my lfe
Indeed, You know, Fritz, how I love
you! If you ean have done this ecruel
thing nothing can undo It now, If you
have designed to beggar me, under the
pretext of affectlon, husband or no hus-
band, fortune or no fortune, can make
no difference to me. But it shall never
be gald that you actually did marry me
for my money, and so, Fritz, 1 have
asked Mr. Dicey to draw up a deed
which—which—"' And here the poor
darling broke down completely and
could say no more,

“*“The deed, Capt. Paulklner,” sald
Mr. Dicey, with frigid solemnity, ‘is an
uncommon one: 1 know, indeed, of no
precedent. But It relates that, in con-
slderation of Capt, IMranels Arthur
Faulkiner, of the Second Life Guards,
releasing Miss Hovor Beaumont, of
Hurtsfield House, Hertsfordshive, from
her engagement to marey him, the sald
Miss Honor Beaumont herewlith makes
over to the sald Capt. Francls Arthar
Faulkiner all her renl aund personal
property, as scheduled herewlth, save
and excopt the residence known as The
Grove, Isleworth, In the county of Mid-
dlesex, and as much of her Midland
Rallway debenture stock as will suf-
fice to provide an annulty of $1,500 a
year.

“I turned half mechanieally to Hon-
or. She was still calm and pale, but her
eyes were brimfol of tears,

“ It 18 Impossible!’ I exclaimed. And
Just at that moment something seemoed
to strogele within me, for out of the
depths of my sinful heart there came
wolllng the tiny, feeble remunant of the
Httle good It ever held,

“I felt ns If 1 could glve not only love
but Hfe to that noble woman who had
proposed to herself this mad, thig foar-

ful sacritice ln order ta put to proof the

gincerity of the man she loved. Disre-
garding the presence of the man of law,
I clasped her In my arins, and we—yes,
Jack, we wept together,

“1 treasure now #hat sacred parch-
ment which awakened to new life the
lttle good that was left In me—which
aroused the deadened sense of unselfish
love and gave me riches greater far
than my villalny had ever dreamed of.
Do you wonder, Jack, that I am a
changed man?®”

And that was the sequel of the con-
versation in Bond street.

An Inch from Death.

A correspondent of the Detrolt Free
Press relates a pecaliar exberience
which happened to a friend of his dur-
lig n stay In Burma.

We were sittlng on the veranda of
our bungalow one evenlng, eunjoying
our after-dinner cheroot. Finally my
friend arose and sauntered into his
bedroom.

Usually Hghts were placed In all the
bedrooms, but this evening, for some
reason—probably the moonlight—the

I could hear my friend fumbling about
on his dressing-table, and then sudden-
Iy hie gave a ery of horror and rushed
out to the light.

“I have been struck by a snake," he
gasped, and his face was deadly pale,

“Where 18 t? Quick! Show me!” 1
exclaimed, as 1 whipped out a knife.

He held out his rvight arm, There
wias no mark on the hand, which T ex-
amined eritically, but on the euft of the
shirt were two tiny serateh-llke pune-
tures, and two little globules of poison
sinking into the starched llnen and
leaving a sickly, greenish-yellow mark.

“Yon've had a close call, old man,” I
exelaimed, with n slgh of rellef; “and
now let us settle the snake,”

We found him colled up on a small
mirror, which lay on the table, and an
ngly-looking reptile he was, too, ready
to strike agaln,

He was a very polsonous snake,
known as the Deboae Russelll, but
after my friend had done with him it
would have been difficult for any natur-
allst to ha®s placed Lim In his proper
genus,

A Delightful Picture,

A homelike picture of Mrs, Washing:
ton and her favorite granddaughter Is
given by Mrs, James Gibson, who fre-
quently visited her when, as the Presi-
dent's wife, she restded In Philadelphia,
then the capital of the Unlted States,
Mrs. Gibson's language Is quoted by
Miss Wharton In her “Martha Wash-
Ington,”

Mrs, Washington was In the habit of

room, unless detained by company, and
there, no matter what the hour, Nellle
(Miss Custis) attended her,

One evenlng my father's earriage bes
Ing late In coming for me, my dear
young friend vited me to accompany
her to grandmamma's room. Thers,
after some Mttle ehat, Mrs. Washington
apologized to me for pursuing her usual
preparations for the night, and Nellle
entered upon her accustomed duty by
reading a ehapter and a psalm from the
old family Bible, after which all pres-
ent knelt 1n evening prayer.

Mrs, Washington's falthful mald
then assisted her to disrobe and lay her

a verse of some sweetly soothing hymn,

parting blessing for the night, with
some emphatie remarks on har dutles,
improvements, ete, The effect of these
Judiclons  habits and teachlngs ap-
peared In the granddapghter's charac-
ter through life,

Oklahoma,

A sensational case with a funny slde
Is reported from El Reno. A couple ar-
rived at the prinelpal hotel and regis-
tered themselves as man and wife. In
fact, they were elopers, one having run
away from a wife and the other a hus.
band. In the course of a week the in.
Jured hasband and the Injured wife
arrived from Kentucky and caused the
arrest of the palr, The deserted man
and woman had never seen each other
before, but while walting for requisi-
tion papers from Kentucky they stop.
ped at the same hotel, and formed an
acqualntance, Having n common grilef,
they became Interested In each other,
und on the day the requisition papers
were to arrive they astonlshed the offl-
cers by eloplng on thelt own account,
golng to Texas, where they are now
supposed to be. The tivst palr of elop-
ers were relensed from Jall, and the
Kentucky officer returned home, after
Informing the local paper that he
“hoped a rattlesnake would bite him
If he ever traveled a thousand miles
again to help a couple of men trade
wives.,"—Kansas City Journal,

Unreasonable,

It Is part of a doctor's duty to keep
up the spirits of his patient, since hope-
fulness Is often the best of medicine,
but the Clnelnnatl Enquirer cites a case
In which encouragement was carried
almost too far,

A man met with a frightful aceldent,
as a result of which both his legs had
to be nmputnted,

“Never mind,” sald the surgeon, a
fow days afterward, finding the poor
man despondent; “never mind, we shall
have you on your feet agaln within
three weeks,”

The good poluts of a great many peo

servant had not performed his duties,’

retiving at an early Lour to her own |

head upon the pillow; Nellie then sang |

and then leaning down, recelved the |

ple seem o have been broken off, | it very hard to got

l HARCOURT'S RESIGNATION.

Came as a Surprise to England and
Demoralized the Liverals,

The reslgnation of Sir Willlam Ver-
non Harvcourt as official leader of the
Liberal party In the House of Com-
mons came as a surprise 1o all Eng-
land and threw the Liberal ranks into
a state of disorder,

When, in December, 1808, Mr, Glad-

| stone came [nto power as the chlef of
the adminlstration, Willlam Vernon

Harcourt took his seat in Parliament

as representative of the elty of Oxford.

It was not long before he gave the

ITouse of Commons a taste of his qual-

fty. His malden speech was In oppo-

sitlon to the proposition to abrogate the
statute of Queen Anne, which requires
that ministers of the crown when they
take office should vacate thelr seats
and offer themselves for re-election.

This speech, with its ponderous learns
[ ing and brillfant wit, made his name.

In 1880, when the Gladstone govern-
ment was formed, 8ir Willlam became
home secretary. At this thne It fell to
him to pilot the Irish crimes act
through the House of Commons against
the fleree opposition of Mr, Parnell and
the Irlsh members, a task wlleh he
accomplished with briliancy,

e resumed the place of chancellor
of the exchequer In 1802, the same post
he had held during the previous Glad-
stone administration.  When Glad-
stone retired it was supposed that Sie
William would succeed him, The man-

BIR WILLIAM VEENON IHARCOURT.

tle of authority, however, fell on Lord
| Roseberry, Sir Willlam remaining the
leader in the House of Commons,
resignation of Mr. Harcourt does not
mean his retirement from public life,
He will still retain his seat in the Coie
mons,

“What Is your ocenupation?’ the law-
yer asked a boy on the witness stand.
I “I work on my father's farm,” the
witness replied.

“You don't do mueh but sit around,
do you?"

“Well, I help my father.”

“But you're worthless, aren't you?"
wis the attorney’s decisive question.

“I don’t know whether I am or not,”
retorted the witness warmly,

Then the attorney took another tack.
“Your father's a worthless man, lsu't
he?"

“Well, he works about the farm,"
| The attorney here fastened an cye
which gleamed with trlumph on the
Jury and nalled the hoy with a glance
from the other and sald:
that your father doesn’t do enough
work to prevent hls becoming ealled
| worthless 7"

The boy had ehafed under these un-
pleasant questions, relates the Baltle
more News, and summoning up cour-
age, he sald loudly: *If you want to
| know so bad whether my father's
| worthless, ask him; there he Is, on the
Jury.”

Village Lawyer (from Skedunk)—
You think I must have lots of ldle
time? By George, I ean beat any man
In forty mlle of my town playing
| eheckers!
| Village Lawyer (from Splketown)—I

can't play checkers, but I ean lean
back In a chalr and balance It on its
hind legs for fifteen minutes by the
watch, and there ain't another man in
my congressional distriet who can do
that.—Detrolt FPree Press,

Nuts for Eating.
Nuts are much employed [n high-class

cookery, but thelr value seems not to bo !

recognized by the majority of country
housewlves, too many of whom let the
squirrels get them all.  Very dellelons
dishes are made of chestnuts, Any
nut makes o cake more deliclous. Nuts
chopped and sprinkled over puddings,
hot or cold, glve a new flavor and gront-
| 1y lmprove them, while mixed through

custard they make a surprising change
in this simple dish. Stewed npples
sprinkled with chopped nuts find the
core space filled with jam make a good
desert, which need be of no cost except
for the labor used, and this Is of only
nomlinal value.~Phlladelphia Inguirer,

Jollydog—"Our American helresses
appear to have the same tronble ns one
| candidates for  office,” Pollywog—
| “What's that?* Jnll_rdnz—-"'l‘lw,s' find

4 ’Bquare count,"—

The |

“Isn't 1t true |

| women ean make $3 to

Town Topies.

—
Saved His Time, X
“I've come to see your hingl
sl
the interest of the Knights of Lnd n

Mrs. Reagan,’’ said a bland, 15132:’;;
man, a8 the mistress of (}e Reagyy

bousehold answered lis ring,

“‘He ain't to home,"” snid M
gan, with arms akimbo, )y | ca
promise you one thing eory, and u,;:
is, you'll get niver a niglit ' labor oy
av Tim Reagan, and it's no yse ryin']
Sure and he’d knock off work ip th
daytime, if it wasn't for mo keepi ’
at him till I'm that wore out tlmr“,',::
strength 1ift in mel”—Youy),'s (.‘mu?
panion.

r4. Reg.

.
Venlice Will Be Draineq.
Venice without its watlers w
a far less pioturesque place (g
tually is, says the London Chironigle
Anid such a state of affairs, wo ure le;i
Ao believe, may eventually oo aboyt
The regular increase in the deltq of th:.
Po has been studied by Prof, Maring).
li. Comparison of the Austrigy ma
of about 1828 with the records of Bl
veys made in 1893 shows that 11,e medy
annual inerease during those yoars hyg
been about three-tenths of 4 S0y
mile; and from all known data it ap.
pears that the total increase during sig
centuries has been alout 104 squiire
milee. The incease is continning ap]
the Gulf of Venice is doomed iy timg
to disappear.  No immediate algry
need, however, be excited, for Prof,
Marinelli ealculates that betwosy 100
and 120 centuries will elapse before the
entire Adriatic wi

Adriatic will hive bes
come dry land,

onld by

it ne.

Northern

Effect of Colfes Drinking on Hyes,

Snaitkin, according to the Medieal
Review, says that the Moors ure invets
ernte coffea drinkers, especially the
merchants, who sit at their bazan
and drink continually during the day,
It has been noticed that almost invar.
inbly when these coffee drinkers rogeh
thie age of 40 or 45 their evesight be
ging to fail them, and by the time they
get to be 50 years old they lecoms
blind, One is foreibly impressed by
the number of blind men seen abont
the streets of Fez, the capital of Mo |
rocco. It is invariably attributed to |
the execssive use of coffee.—N, ¥,
Medical Times.,

A Model Town, i

A Colonia Juarez, Chihuoalua, Mexi-
co, correspondent of the New York
World thus desoribes the moiel town
in which he lives: “Ours ix a town of
about 1,000 inhabitants, Eleven years
have passed since the first tent was
pitched by the first settler. Now we
have hundreds of dwellings owned by
the dwellers—no millionuires, no beg.
gare. We are in a chamber of the
mountaing 5,000 feet high. Fifteen
miles of hills and Lollows part us from
the nearest raihond station. We have
no saloons, no gamlbing, no smoking,
no profanity, no round dancing atonr
socials, We have one police officer,
Nearly every man owns a gon, Our
academy building has 5,000 square feet
of floors and 250 students.  If vou can
beat this, please put in waste basket.”

Mrs. James Brown Potter has scored

a great sucoese in “"The Three Muske.
teers' in London,
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