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| goute Favored by the
(ommission.

SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES
e

il plmenglons Made Necossary
u.. pemands of Modern Com-
res-Estimnted Cost 81205,000,000,
e

PRI

| ﬂhiuﬂtun' Deo. 81.—The full 't'(!xt
i preliinary report of the Nica-
sl commission was  today
Gtlie, It eaye:
v commission vieited N'icamgna.
u||ya:amir.ed the entire cunal
 from ocean to ocean, and em-
- gome 70 engineers, with their
o and helpers, for 10 months, in
o ogreful Burveys and examina-
<ol the canal region. The com-
o believes that the construction
yanal noross Nioaragua is entirely
s The estimaotes of the best-
«routes bave been nearly com-
o], These routeg are known ps the
dtime Canal Company's route and
tall route,  Their estimated cost
pproximately  $124,000,00  and
5,000,000 respectively.
wassumed dimensions are con-
bably greater than ever before pro-
J, both'in length of locks and in
ith, depth and radius of curvatnre oi
These incrensed dimensions
b ben made necessary by the de-
yls of modern commerce, siza and
it of modern ghips, ete. Thie
siecesarily made a corresponding
it in the estimated cost, and is
» wiy Incongistent with the esti-
e made from former surveys, which
gmplated & much  smaller and
yper canals '
Ttis the opinion of this commis-
sthatof the two routes herewith
imated for, the one enlled the Lull
o is the more desirable, because it
siler of construotion, presents no
blilems not well within good engi-
ting precedents, and will be a safer
| more reliable ocanal when com-
ol It also believes that the di-
pions and form of oconstruction pre-
#l by the commission are better
ithe cheaper form, as the emaller
nensions would undoabtedly call for
ngive improvements within a short
e ufter ity complation. Both of
routea referred to above admit of
fstions which may reduoce the cost,
46 are now being considered by the
umisgsion,. The work necessary for
ahiaistive disenesion of and raport
00 the entire canal problem ig being
bed ng 1npidly ns its groat magni-
4pormits, and when completed the
ot will be submitted without delay.
o0y, 8ir, with great respect, your
lient gervants, ¥
J, B. WALKER,
r-Admiral, U, 8. N., President of
Wmmission,
m"l:UUIS M. HAUPT,
! Civil Eengineer, Momber,
I toncur with the other members
lie commisgion with respect to the
Hituction work and feasibility of the
il but [ think, in view of the in-
# ¢iz0 of the canal estimuted for,
I the difficulty inoident to work in
eal countries, that the estimate is
i %:mn it should be by about 20
i

¢
B "PETER HAINES,
vinnel Corps of Engineers, Member."

UGGESTS INVESTIGATION,

Y Wants & Firet-Clugs Statosman
. Sent to the Fhilippines.
¥ York, Deo, 81.—A dispatoh to
Herald from Manila says Admiral
W tongiders it abeolutely necessary
A first-claga statesman be sent to
bila to thoronghly iuvestigate the
htion there and agcertain the agpira-
*of the Filipino republicans. He
' Etates that the United Statea
Plamm their responwibilities in
Iilippines which have been ae-
khhy conquest. If they should
this duty they would put them-

yl‘“ck 200 years in the world's

&5 |
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® firet republioan government has
60 over (ha question of American
eution in the government of the
"Mhings. Owners of property desire
rican 00-0peration.
‘:"“_‘Il‘]“!allt temporary  cabinet,
tong  xercise power pending the
“"; A“ very anti-American. It
b ‘merican co-operation what-
' Wante to declare a freo repub-
i ‘lf; tonsider Americans as allies.
tte g to grant libersl commer-
 eaties, with g monopoly of the
. railwaye, and to repay the
ia.Ot the American occupation
biea due to maloontents continve
| Provinoes of Tarlac and Pana-
o Republican troops have been
816 1o quell the dieturbance.
‘-‘_'_‘_-—-—__.___
Killed Three Men.
ti Plaing, Mo., Dec. 81.—At Am-
‘o«? Ozark connty, William Bar-
L oY thot and killed two men
Sheriff Luna quickly
i posse at Gainesville and
0ut to capture the murderer.
found near the scene of the

o, Tl'll befora being arrested he

HEIRS OF CHARLES DURKEE,

Thelr Clalms Mp ) ]
Ilumlrn,:.l ;:I':::lmll'::ﬂa fA%) 8

Chicago, Dec 81,—A is
Tribu!m from New York E:):E:s‘:‘l ;? ::m
uggertions of the heira of Churli-i
Durkee, formerly wayor of Buffalo
are well iumniml, the national gm'em:
ment way be compelled to pay them
more than £100,000,000 on account of
some Pacifio railroad bonds w‘hivh it
ig alleged, the former mayor on .]i’.l
deatlibed eaid belonged o him., v

According to the attorness of the

estate, Mr. Durkee told his wife he had
onused to be forwarded to the Metros
ppl:t:m National bank of this eity &
tin box containing an agsignment of
the railrond bonds in question, amount-
ing to more than $04,044,000, but from
that time until this, it is alleged by
the attorneys, they have bLeen unable
Lo get any trace of the box.
) There was a romor afloat in 1894, it
15 eaid, that some of the bonds had
lll.luﬂﬁll through the bhands of Grant &
Ward, and the matter wae called to the
attention of tha uecretary of the treas-
ury. The heirs are said to have ob-
tuined information later that some
if not all of the bonds in quastion wnr(;
recovered and lodged in the vaults of
the treasury in Washington,

It 16 said the oourt of claims is nanin
to be called upon to make an investiga-
tion. These bondd are smd to have
lisen iesued on account of the Union
Paciflo, Western Pacific, Central Pa-
cifle, Kaneas Pacifio, oentral Lranch,
and the Sioux City & Pacifie railronds.
They Luie 6 per coul interest,  The nee
crued  interest, it 18 alleged now
amonnts to twice the principal,

Charles Durkes, it is allegad, was
the assignee of all the construction
bonds and of ull the original bonds is-
sued by the Pacific corporations. It
in alleged that Charles F. Falger years
wo recognized the walidity of these
bonds.

CABLES

IN PHILIPPINES.

War Department Takes Steps to Con-
nect the Islandas,

New York, Deo. 81.—Colonel Kim-
ball, of the quartermaster’s department
in the army building here, received or-
ders from the war department to secore
at once an iron ship from 1,000 to
1,200 tons, for ues ag a cable ship to
lay cables to connect the islands of the
Philippines. The department has al-
ready ordered for this purpose 166
miles of marine oable, weighing 525
tons. The cable will take about 6,500
tubie feet for coiling.

The cable is to be coiled ingkeleton
tanks in different holds in the vessel.
The cable ship muet accommodite on
the forward deck the “‘playing-out”
machinery, which will weigh from 15
to 20 tong, and the acoessuries, weigh-
ing from 6 to 10 tons. In the after-
hold will be fitted out the quarters for
the crew of 20 men. This space will
be used for coal on the way out. The
ship will be kept on station as a cable
ship, or can be usel as a transport.
She is to be secured at once,

BIG EXPRESS ROBBERY.

A Well-Fargo Employe and 880,000
Missing.

San Antonio, Tex., Dec. 81, —The
loeal office of the Wells-Fargo Express
Company i8 out a money puckage con-
taining $60,000. The money was sont
here (rom Honsion for the Southern
Pacifio to meet ita payroll west from
that city to Kl Peso, 1t arrived Wed-
needay morning and was given to Q. A.
Beeler, the Wells-Fargo money deliv-
ery clerk, to hand over. Beeler started
for the depot and waa #een en ronte.
Fonr houra after his departure hie
wagon was found five miles west of
the city in & thicket, the horse almost
dead from the effecis of bard driving
Inquiry developed the fact that no de-
livery had been made. There wag no
evidence of & struggle in the vicinity
where the vehicle was found. Beeler
had been in the employ of the company
for nine years, snd enjoyed the con-
fidence of all. Ha spent several yeurs
on the frontier as a cowboy. E!ha
friends stoutly assert that he 18 the vio-
tim of foul play, and his wife aleo in-
alines to this bellef,

WANT NO PENSIONS.

Bittornoss of Ex-Confedernte Vetorans
Not All Worn Awuy,

New York, Dec. 81.—The following
resolution, offered by Comrade Beasley,
formerly of North Caroling, wag unani-
mougly passed at & mecling'r:f the Con-
foderate veteran eamp, of New York:
vRegolvad, That the Confedernte
veteran camp of New York condemns
in unmeasured terma the efforts of Ban-
ator Batlur, of North Oarolina, who ig
not a Confederate veteran, to debauch
the manhood of the South by recking
to obtain pensions for ox-Confederate
goldiers from the United Btates, and
that any similar effort by Bnplhern
memmn bere of congress will be abhorrent
to this camp and meet With anqualified
cundemuntio:gf'

May Oross the Line,
Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 81,—Balmon
canners are alarmed at the I)ommiu;;
government regulations. They anyL
the fisheries department reaing o
durate and refuse to agree to the oal:]:-
ners’ suggested amendments, all lt a
cnnneries on Fraser river m st nm;a
down, or rather go over to the An;eirt-‘
can gide. This means that & Britie
Columbia industry, io whioh abont

204 killed Henpy Winge, a mem-
bosse, and then surrendered,

,000 is snnoally spent, will be
g::ﬂ?? traneferred to the United Btates.

WANTS NO NICARAGUA CANAL.

Russia I,:;.n::r::::r;:mgﬂ:mnmn Agninst
Schemne,
l’nﬁ:wg:\i':k' ."I‘};n 2.—.-5\ '1i5]l:l}0h from

T 3 12 Herald's European
ud:tmn' prints the following:
P A
6 N e Ernst. T iearagua cm]nl.

¢ NOVoe Viemya publishes an article
not only warmly advocating the Pana-
ma gcheme, but filled with bier dig-
like of the United States,

The writer saye the predominance of
the United States would have been de-
mmhlﬁ' for Russia a few yours ago, but
all this las changed since Hm' last
wir, .lle EOE8 on to say that, having
despoiled poor Spain, the United States
has become n colonial party and an
Asiatie power,

“Fgrgelling the Monroe dootrine of
America for Americans, which implies
the ‘Ulllf.'! doctrine that American do-
mimion must be confined to Ameriea,
!hu lYunkaen." he says, ‘‘are now entor-
Ing into open competition with us in
China and Corea, They have no
ecru_pl_es over an allinnce with their
traditional enemy, England, and with
Japan for this purpose,

“For this reason Ruseinn financiors
and diplomats ought to give their st -
port 1o the French undertaking when
it comes to serionsly disearding the
neutralization of the Panama canal and
placing it under the general control or
gusrantee of the European powers, '’

The writer declares the Panama route
would be more beneficinl to Russia
than the Nicaragun route.

VThis lacter cannl,’’ be adds, “‘even
supposing  its completion possible,
would be a purely American undertak-
ing, whereas the Panama cannl vemains
in the hande of our allies, the French,
or it may become an international en-
terprise with the addition of o strong
American element to its shareholders "

The Novoe Vremya says:

“Russia must therefore, be on her
guard against the United States, es-
pecially in view of the enormons
wealth of its Pacific shores and strat-
egical position occupied by Americans
in the Sandwich, the Philippines, the
Samoan and the Mariana islands.’”

WILL NOT RETURN,

Genernl Merritt's Ofleinl Connection
With the Philippines Has Consed.
Chicago, Jan. 2. — Major-General

Wesley A, Merritt and bride are in

Chicago. They will spend the holi-

days here and then go to New York,

where the general will assume his po-
gition s gommander of the department
of the East.

The general eaya that his official
connection with the Philippines has
ceased., He thinks this government
should ignore Agoncillo, the Filipino
representative.  According to the gen-
eral’s belief Agoncillo ia trying to hold
up the United States.

General Merritt smiled
question of “‘embalmed"
brought up.

“What fresh beef was furnished us
at Manila came from Australia,”” Gen-
eral Merritt says, '‘but most of the
meat furnighed the army was canned,
and a good ehare of it was taken with
ue., We did not experience the least
trouble with it. Mysell and my staff
lived on canned meat part of the time,
and we were in the best of health.”

when the
beef was

Convicted of Murder in First Degreo—
Life Imprisonment the Pennlty.

8an Francisco, Jan. 2.—Ruther to
the general surprise of thoee who have
followed the Botkin trial, and to the
entire dismay of the defendant and her
attorneys, Mrs. Cordelia Botkin was
tonight found guilty of murder in the
first degree for cansing the death of
Mrg, John P. Dunning, by sending a
box of poigoned candy to her in Dover,
Del. The condemned murderess will
be gpared an ignominions death on the
gallows, bowever, the jury that found
her guilty imposing also the penalty
of life impriconment. The verdict was
unexpected. An acquittal wae coafi-
dently swaited by the defense, while
the prosecution feared a disagreement.

Big Gold Btrike,

El Faso, Tex., Jan, 8.—Considerable
oxoitement was caused in mining and
gmelting circles here today by the ar-
rival of anthentic information of one of
the biggest gold etrikes yet made in
Northern Mexico. E. U. Beauchamp,
who arrived today from Bacereae, bo-
noro, by way of Cueae Grandes, Chibua-
hua, reporis the discovery ‘.’f an im-
menge fissure vein of free milling gold
ore 20 miles south of Bacereac, The
ore is 1eported to contain 18 ounces of
gold to the ton, and the vein has been
tinoed for several miles. Amerioan
prospectors in Casas Grandes and sur-
rounding districts are arriving on the
goene in large numbers.

Yustest Train in the World.
Oleveland, O., Jan. 1,—As a result
of & meeting of division superintend-
ents of she Lake Shore & Michigan
Sonthern railrond, just held bere to re-
arrange time-tables, it ie announced
that the new fast mail, which is to
be started next Sunday between New
York and San Francisco, will be the
fastost rognlar train in the world.
That i8 to say, there is no other train
which goes go greata distance in as
ghort & time every day in the year.
The total reduction in time between
New York and San Francieco over tha
present schedule is & little over 18

hours.

PACIFIC COAST NEWS

——

ltems of Genornl Interest Gleaned

From the Thriving Paclfie
Btutes.

Whoent Grade,

iegarding the grading of Washing-
ton wheat by the Portland Chamber of
Commeroce at 59 pounds per bushel, a
dealer in Wulla Walla says in the
Union of that town: *‘Oregon ought
to have a state board to grade wheat,
instead of throwing the responsibility
onto the Portland Chamber of Com-
merce. It now costs 76 cents for an
Eastern Washington whent raiser to
hive a car of whent inspeoted at Ta-
coma. In Portland it coets nothing—
6 elight premfum for having wheat
shipped to Portlana. Aea matter of
fact, the law of Washington in regard
to the inspection of wheat is unconsti-
tutional. I could take &1,500 or §2,000
and knock the law out. That is the
opinion of gome of the best legal talent
of Tacoma. I have to pay a tax on
warehouses, and a eecond one for in-
gpection, That maeks it a double tax,
und  unjust.  Just  becauss wheat
weighs 58 pounds to the bughel don’t
cange it to bring the highest price. We
have to pay more for the heavier
wheat, that, for instance, which goes
604 pounds to the bushel, classed ns
choice milling. Even after wheat has
been inspeoted at Tacoma and fuund
to go 68 pounds to the buehel, heavier
wheat has to be mixed with it in order
that it may paes as No. 1 in foreign
murkets, That moakes more trouble
for the wholseale wheatbuyer.”

The Shingle Markot.

In commmenting on the present con-
dition of the shingle market, the Ta-
comit Lumberman gays the good effects
ot the closing-down proposition are al-
rendy being felt. The pricesare firmer
and there are praoctically no shingles
on the market. Eastern buyers are in
the fleld trying to oontract for round
lote, They are using argument to
prove to the mill man that he ghould
gontract now, ‘‘because shingles may
ba weak in the spring.”” If he really
thought so he would not try to buy
now. The mill man is getting a little
wiser each year. He knows more
about the shingle business than he did
a few years ago. He knowe that the
big Eastern buyer, as a rule, lays for
him and ambushes him when he can.
The line yard man of the Fast—who is
not in any eenes a jobber—bnys out of
seagon, always, when the market s off.
If the mill men will remain closed
down until February 1, start off with
moderate prices and rafge them as the
trade demands, the year 1800 will be
the best one the shingle men have ever
geen,

No Corner In Snlmon.

When the salmon pack on the Fraser
river was definitely annonnced this
yoar, a report was circulated to the
offect that an attempt would be made
by oertain well-known packers and cap-
italists on the Pacific coast to “‘corner”
the market. *‘No such attempt has
aver been made to my knowledge,"
eays 4 paoker in the Vancouver (B, C.)
Province. '‘The Frager pack this sea-
son amounted to only 107,000 casce,
but gtill I think it would be almost im-
possible to corner the market. Taking
into consideration the whole pack of
the Pacific coaet, 1t would reguire sboul
$260,000 to ocontrol the market.
As o result of the small pack on the
Fragser this year prices are elightly
higher. We do not look for much o
an advance, however,

Prepared to Carry on Work,

Otto Hansen, having leased the Irs
Ert sash and door factory, of Salem,
und equipped it with new machinery,
is now prepared to carry on work in
that line in keeping with the growing
demands, Mr. Hansen hag already in
place a new tyrning machine and a new
mortice machine, both of the latest pat-
terns, and has now on the road from
the manufacturers two other new ma-
chineg—n Universal wooldworker for
jointing and facing and a door and
blind ¢lamping machine with sash at-
tachment. John 8. Pennebaker will
be Mr, Haneen's foreman and business
manager, and they have alrady -every
assurance of prosperous patronage.

Btimaon Mill Kot Hold.

There is no truth in the report that
the old Port Madison mill, whioh hae
been shut down for severnl years, had
been purchused by the Btimson Mill
Company, of Ballard, and that the com-
pany would ran the old mill on a seale
fur exceeding the palmiest dayas of the
old Madison Mill Company. A flat
denial ig given these rumors by C. D,
Stimeon, of the Btimson Mill Company,
who saye that there is not the glightest
foundation for such a rumor,

After Portiand's Business.
Advices from Butte, Mont., are to
the effect that the Great Northern
Railway Company contemplates the
constiuction of & eut-off from that city
west to Lewiston, Idasho, to econneot
with the extension of the O. R. & N.
Co., and thue secure advantageous and
direot means of sharing Portland’s
traffio,

Heported Removal.

The sash and door factory at Rainfer
will probably be removed from that
place, and in anticipation of this ac-
tion the citizens of the two Washing-
ton towns, Kelso and Oastle Rock, are

PACIFIC COAST TRADE.

FPortland Market,
Wheat—Walla Walla, 50¢; Valley,
8lc; Bluestem, 68¢ per bushel.
Flour—Best grades, $3.20; graham,
$2.65; superfine, $2.15 per barrel
Oats—Choice white, 40@4l1e; choice
gray, 38 @40c per bughel.

Barley—Feed barley, $22@24; brews
ing, $24 per ton.
Millstufs—Bran, §16 per ton; mid-
dlings, $31; sborts, §106; chop, $15.50
per ton.
Hay—Timothy, $0@10; ciover, %7
@8; Oregon wild hay, 86 per ton.
Butter—Fancy creamery, b55@800;
seconds, 50 @ B30; dairy, 456 @ 500 store,
80 @ 860.
Cheese—Oregon {ull cream, 11@ 1805
Young America, 180; new cheese,
10¢ per pound.
Poultry—Chickens, mixed, $2.50@8
per dozen; hens, §8.50@4.00; springs,
$1.26@38; geeso, $0.00@7.00 for old,
$4.6058 for young; ducks, $4.00@
B.00 per dozen; turkeys, live, 11@
18¢ per pound,
Potatoes—60 @700 per sack; sweets,
8¢ pound.
eyotablea—Beets, 000t turnips, 760
por suck; garlio, Ta per pound; cab-
bage, $1@1.28 per 100 pounds; cauli-
flower, 780 per dozen; parsnips, 760
per sack; beang, 8¢ per pound; celery,
T0@ Tbe per dozan; eucumbers, 60¢ per
box; peas, 8@8MNc per pound.
Onions—Oregon, T6c@§1 per sack.
Hopa—16@ 180; 1897 crop, 4@6o,
Wool—Valley, 10@180 per pound;
Eastern Oregon, 8@1%¢ mohair,
“d¢ per pound.
Mutton—Grosas, best sheep, wothers
and ewes, 4o; dressed mutton, 75
epring lambs, Tifc per Ib,
Hoge—Qross, cholce heavy, $4.25;
light and feeders, $8.00 @4.00; dressed,
§5.00@5.60 per 100 pounds,
Beel—Gross, top steers, 8.50@#§8.75;
cows, $2.50@8.00; dressed Dbeef,
b@6 e per pound,
Veal—Large, 6@0)o; small, 7@80
per pound.

Soattle Murkabe.
Oniona, 856 @ 900 per 100 pounda.
Potatoes, $10@12.
Beete, per sack, 750.
Turnips, per sack, 00@00c,
Carrots, per sack, 1.
Parenips, per sack, §1.
Cauliflower, BO@ 7060 per doa.
Celery, 36 @400
Cabbage, wnative and California
§1.00@1.60 per 100 pounds.
Apples, 85@50c per box.
Pears, T6c@#§1.60 per box.
Prunes, B0¢ per box.
Butter—OQOreamery, 27¢ per pound;
dalry and ranch, 18@20¢ per pound,

Eggs, 850,

Cheese—Native, 12@12 Jgo.

Foultry—OIld hens, 180 per pound;
spring chickens, 18¢; turkeys, 16e,

Fresh meats—Choloa dressed heet
stoors, prime, 0} @T7c; cows, prime,
6)go; mutton, T)g0; pork, 6@T70; veal,
6@ 8o,

Wheat—Feod wheat, $92.

Oute—Cholce, per ton, $34.

Hay—Puget Bound mized, £0.50@
10; choice Eastern Washington time
othy, §19.

Corn—Wheole, $30.50; eracked, §24;
feed meal, §28.60.

Barlay—Rolled or ground, per ton,
$24@236; whole, $23,

Flour—Pstent, per barrel, §85.50;
stralghts, €8.85; California brends,
$8.25; buckwheat flonr, $8.98; grabam,

harrel, §8.80; whele wheat flour,

.76; rye flour, §4.

Millstoffs—DBran, per tom, §14;
ehorts, per ton, $10.

Fead—Chopped feed, $10@21 per
ton; middlings, per ton, #17; oil cake
meal, per ton, §35.

San Franelsco Market.

Wool—Bpring—Nevada, 10@ 130 per
pound; Oregon, Eastern, 10@120; Val-
ley, 16@17¢; Northern, 0@11e, ¢

Millstuffe—Middlings, @§18@21.00;
bran, §15.50 @ 16,560 per ton.

Ouions—Bilvorskin, 60 @ 76¢ per sa k.,

Butter — ¥Fancy  creamery, 803
do soconds, 80 @24¢; fanoy dairy, 2549}
do geconds, 17@321¢ por pound.

Eggs — Btore, 18 @220; fancy ranch,
BO@BT 0.

Citrus Fruit—Oranges, Valencis, $3
@2.00; Mexican limes, §6§ 0.60; Cali=
fornia lemons, §2.00@.800; do choioce,
§8. 00 @ 4.50; per box,

A Gravy Bath fer s Doer.

During the excitement of the recont
fouth African slections, says the West.
minster Gawotte, two Dutchmen ata
bosrding honse dinner table were eulo-
glzing the superior virtonea of thelr race
st opposed to the English. Pregently
Queen Victoria was mentioned, when
one exclaimed, “Damn Vlietoria."
With that the Epglishman who &at
next to the offending Dutohman threw
the whole contents of his plate on his
head—meat, potatoes, eabbage and

avy. Hvery other boarder throw at

im the article nearest at hand—half
o loafl of bread, a hot potato or a jug of
water—until the poor victim oried for
mercy, which was granted bim after
withdrawing his words and making s
suitable apology.

The Nage fer Far,

For is veed on sll sorts and comd!-
tiona of gowns, and s applied in any
way that may solt the wearer. Row
after row made as narrow as possible
1s applied on the graded flonnoce of the
naw cloth gowns, a short nap fur being
the easieat to ap l&nd the best in
effoct. Buttons J r are extensively
used on & gown of this kind, while re-
vors and collar, with ocuffs 4o matoh,

making efforta to scoure the plank

trim the walst.
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