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NEED OF THE CANAL,

NICARAGUA DITCH WOULD SAVE
TIME AND MONEY,

As a DBosiness Venture Alone the
Proposed Artery, It Is Claimed,
Would He a Big Bonanza in the Way
of Tolls and Lock Charges,

That the proposed Niearagnan canal is
vital to the interests of the United States
was emphatically demonstrated during
the recent war with Spain when pur bat-
tleship Oregon was compelled to make her
long voxrage down around the Horn to
reach the scene of naval operations, The
apprebension of the American people dur-
ing the fong detour was painfully and just-
Iy exeited, while the Government was de-
prived of several weeks' service of its
finest man-of-war during the time it re-
quired to sall down the west coast of
South Aweriea and up on the eastern side.
Then. again, the commercial benefits to Le
derived by the completion of the proposed
sliort-ent waterway are inestimable, A
most cowprebensive article on the subject
of the Nicarazuan cangl has heen written
by Henry 1 Sholdon, a0 Chicazonn. This
is snidd by experts to be the mose complete
stidy of the canal question yet andertak-
o1, My, Sheldon visited Nicaragua three
years ngooaiml weaversed the entire route
of the projected waterway, examined the
work done, and secured reliable data as
to cost pml methods of construetion. My,
Sheldon went not as the agent of any com-
pany or of the Government. but merely
88 au  ngividial :m-;up.' L iul!'rl'hl. pe-
enulary or friendly, with the present com-
pany constrneting the eannl, and was
careful to inenr no  ohligations  which
would prevent his taking an unbiased
view.

“It may be well to say at the outset,”
writes Mp, Sheldon, “that T reached the
conelusion thiar the canal in Nicaragua is
practicable, and ean be construeted at a
vost on which fair returns can Le earned.
It nlse seems elent that, for many reasons,
it s not a suitable work for private oap-
ital to underrake, and that it will be het-
ter that onr Gosernment should assist the
uttidertaking.  There are strong equities
o the side of natisnal ald, inasmueh ns
the chief Lenefits will never be the tolls
cotleeted from passing vossels, The eanal
may so develop onr trnde with Eastern
Asin that a single yonr of that teade will
wXeced in volmmne the total cost of its
consteuction,  Its opening will double in
valie alinost every aere of agricultural
I i Caliteenin, Orezon and Washing-
ron, and the popnlation of those Stites
will be more than doubled.  For many
years I Lave oceasiopally visited the Pa-
clfie coast, for elther business or pleasure,
and always the most striking aspeet of
i condition has been the abizence of sat-
sfictory markots for its prodncts. Not a
bushel of s large wheat erop eomes to
the Atlintie coast by tall, as wheit can-
unt bear the cost of so long earringe.
Noither can its lnmber or ores come by
rall,  Toowony places, after the farmer or
the feait grower has pald the chiarges of
tenusportation companics, there is little
or uothing left for him, The poapulation
sontinues small heeanse the markets are
s inpdequate.  Twenty-five years' trial
has demonsteated that if raflronds are to
b the sole means of communiention the
development of the Pacific States will be
very slow, 'The only promise of relief is
in secnving for these States somoe shopter
transportation to the Atlantic States, and
also to Furope, by water.  Now, every-
thing carvied hy water must pass around
Cape Horn,  The ouly shorter ronte, ap-
parently practicable, is by way of a ship
eannl aeross the isthmus, through Nieara-
gua. This will save 10,000 miles of the
distance gronnd Cape Horn, and will en-
able nnoordingry stenmer to go from San
Franeiseo to New York in fourteen days.
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MAP SHOWING PRESENT ROUTE AROUND THE HORN AND THE SIHORT-
CUT MADE BY THE PROPOSED CANAL.

and the Germans do not engage in such
exportation, finding other activities to be
more profitable. A glonee at the prineipal
food-exporting countries shows the truth,
They are such conntries as Southern Rus-
sin, Tndia and, latterly, the Argentine
Republie, and they are poor, and they stay
poor,  We need to keep our wheat, feed
ounr operntives with it, and send abroad
the products they manufacture. The
change cannot come suddenly, but we
shonld plin and work for it. Some neg-
leeted markets are near ns. The Rio
Grande is guite 4 small stream. One can
ride a horse across it from Texns into
Mexico and euntering the first hotel, one
finds an Euglish eloth on the talile in the
dining room. The cups and plites are
Finglish, the entlery from Germany and
the waiters wenr n sult of German
elothes.  There probably will not' be an
article imported from the United States
in the house exeept n sewing machine. 'he
demand is there, but we have carclessly,
almost good-nuturddly, made no effort to
sull,

“In building up a foreign trade our nat-
tra! ¢onrse will be to begin with the coun-
trics where we shall mect least competi-
tion, Lo order to be profitable, trade re-
quires to move along the lines of least
resistance, Our geographical situntion is
such thiat we are the naturval producers
for all conutries bordering on the Pacific
ocenn, The relative distanes of Bnropenan
manufacturers, ns compired with onr
pwn, gives us a great advantage. The
idea of trying to sell mueh of our products

to China and Japan is new to onr people;

people of our gulf States are so unani-
mous for a canal in Nicaragua, is that it
will open an additional market for their
cotton, The United States is the chier
producer of the world’s cotton, and prices
for this product have been deplorably low
of late years, entailing great privations in
many Southern homes, It is the old story.
We have been producing more eotton than
we conld find markets for. The new buy-
er of cotton is Japan. That country s
going strongly into the manufacture of
cotton goads, such as are used by the peo-
ple of the warm countries, and now not
only exports these goods to China, but
underselis the English manufacturers in
thcir own dependency of Indin.”
Favors Government Ownership,

Mr. Sheldon tukes stvong ground in fa-
vor of absolute ownership and control of
the Nicaragua eanal by the United Stntos
Government,  “Congress could preseribe
the tolls to be puid by ships using the
canil, making the charges sufficient to
meet the expenses of operation and a suit-
able interest on the capitul invested in the
undertaking and also, i considered ndvis-
able, for an annual payment into a sink-
ing fund, to meet, at maturity, any Gov-
ernment bonds which might have been
igsued,

“As commerce inereased, the tolls could
he lowered, and any other reduction in
favor of American ships, found desirahle
a8 an nid in buoilding up our carrying
trade, could be made by the same anthor-
ity. If any BEurepean complieations as
to the use of the canal arose, onr Govern-
ment wonld not be hampered by the exist-
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The exact distance. by sueh eanal. will | bat those conntries are entering on a ca-
The ordinary rallroad | reerof great development, and why should
not the Awerlean people have n share in
The trade reports
The

be 4,700 illes.

frefghit servive consumes from geventeen
The canal line will |
e only abont 60 per cent longer than the

o twoenty-one days,
rafl tine

Needed in the Time of War,
HOur colmtey

hold it more elosely together,
in thue of war, sueh paris ®

ing on the Pacitic,

competition,

world,

is su widely extended,
S000 miles e enst to west, that cheap
ad specdy water transportation ke this
is almest nbeolutely needed to bind and
At present,
our growing
navy as mizht be on elther the Atlantic
or the acifie side wonld be for a consid-
erable time of no use on the othor ocenn.
The eannl, when built, will promote the
development of bettor markets for one
manufactures ln forvign countries border-
These nre less exposed
than those on the Atluntie to Boropean
This nation cnnnot be eone
pidored o lrstclass power when our peo-
ple aro ouly buyers from the rest of the
Esporting agricnltural prodocts
does not make a great yation, The French

supplying thele wanre?
tell the story of their awakening.
purchases of thelr silver were:
In 1885, ...
In ISIM.. ...
China bought from forelgn countrios:
In I880. v vnvsnsonmun
In 1804, . .iinss
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goods amounting to $143,000,000,
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11,000

L E182 000,000
vie oo s o43.000,000

*We hnve not bheen nlive to this demani,
Of Japan's purchases abroad of S113,000,-
OO0 i 1804, we 2old her only 311,000,000,
We excelled in paying money to her, how-
ever, fot in that year we bought of her
Of
China's purchases from other nations of
S2B.000,000 in 180, we supplied only
$10,000,000, We wore good buyers, how-
over, taking $25,000,000 of her products,
Our diplomatie agents report that with
more alertness and enterprise we could
have furnishéd to Japan, and at o renson-
able profit, 60 per cent of all her forelgn
purchases in 1804, One reason why the |
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MAP SHOWING ROUTE OF THE PROPOSED NICARAGUAN CANAL.

ence of o caunal company, nor by being
obliged to obtain the current action of
Niearngus and Costa Riea, but would be
In a position to decide for ftself what
The possible clajims of
England to joint control of the caunl un-
der the Clayton-Bulwer treaty should b
ignored,  'Uhose claims could never b gl
lowed, and we probably would hear little
of them after we had constructed the
canal with our own money and were in
full }h‘ﬂﬂl'ﬂ!illll. The Suez ennal has bup“
nentralized by an pggeement between the
great powers, hut that watérway is close-
ly connected with the Enstorn question,
the bulance of power, and other [nrge sih-
Jects Involving the nations of Europe.

is no analogy us to neutralization
batween the situntion at Suez and that ut

colrse to tuke,

There

Niearagua.™
Tatimates of Probable Revenne,

encouraging,

= '

My, Bheldon's estimates of the probable
revenue to be derived from the canal gre
“As the conditions nre so
siilar, it is necessary, In taking a broad
view of probable earnings, to conslder the

\hus[ness transacted by the Suez canal,

The resuits there shown are more helpful
than mere estimates: they are ascertuined
facts, That company deals with the
worlid’s commeree, just as will be done in
Niearagna, In 1805 its business amount-
@l to 8,440,000 tons, It had then been in
operation twenty-five years. The [irst
yoar, 1870, its business was only 436,000
| tons: in 1871, T60,000 tons; in 1872, 1,100,-
000 tons, and there has been a Cairly
steady Increase ever since, up to the
‘ amonnt in 1805. During all this time the
volume of the world's commeree hns stead-
ily Inereased. Not only has trade more
and more adjusted itself to the Buez route,
| but also the aggregate amount of trade
las become mueh lnrger. Some allowance
should he made for the advantages pos-
sessed by the Sues cannl as o now well-
established route. Taking its business
eight years ngo may be a fair offset for
this item, The amount for 1888 exceeded
13,000,000 tons. The earlier Suez tolls were
$2.77 per ton, which have been gradual-
ly reduced the past twenty yeors, and
traffic is not prepared now to stand heavy
charges in any direction, A moderate
tariff will be in every way desirable. A
favorable, but approximate, estimate of
the possible revenues in Niearagua would
be as follows: With tolls at $1.50 per ton
at the ountset, and a business of at least
65,000,000 tons after the canal is fairly in
operation, a gross income of $0,000,000
would be obtained. Administration, nain-
tenance and operation for 1805 cost the
Suez ennal aboat £1,800,000. Taking uto
aceount all the dam and embankment
work at Nicaragua, as well ns the heavy
rainfall, nn allowance of $3,000XK) as nn
annual average for expenses may be fair,
leaving a net income of §G.000,000. An
nndertaking of this character s to be
gone into only as a long-term investment,
and the earnings for the first few years
after it is completed are not to be consid-
ered as sufficient for a fingl judgment, The
greatest earnings will come later on,
“The canal route, a8 at present praject-
ed, is to be 174 miles long from Brito on
the Pacific to Groytown on the Atluntie.
The first half mile from Brito is at sea
level, Then in two miles the ennal rises
110 teet, through three locks to the sum-
mit level, 151 miles long, then in 414 miles
it descends, through three locks, to sea
lewel agnin, and then continues at sen
level 0% miles to Greytown. The esti-
mated time required for an  ordinary
stenmer to eross from one ocean to the
other is twenty-eight hours, Eleetric
lighting is to make passage by nigyt quite
feasible,  The allowance for passing
through locks iz forty-five miontes for
enecls lock, Only twenty-six miles of the
165 ' miles of eanal is to be through excava-
tions, Some twenty-one miles is throogh
basins, and 121 miles through the lake
und the river. Provision should' be made
from the first for inereasging the accommo-
dution when it ghall become necessary,
Widening can be earrled on at the same
time that vessels are pnssing. 8o can
deepening. To increase the size of the
locks, however, will canse all traffie to he
suspended. The locks in the present plans
appear to be too small for permanent nse,
They are each to be G50 feet long: 70 feet
wide, and 28 feet deep.”
History of the Canal Sclieme,

In December, 1881, Senator Miiler of
Californin Introduced a bill in Qongress
to incorporate “The Marine Cunal Com-
pany of Nicaragua,” with the purpose of
constructing the eanal, Gen, U, 8. Grant,
Howard Potter, 5, D, Morgan, H. J. Jew-
ettt and other prominent eapitalists were
coneerned in the proposed entepprise. The
bill met with bitter opposition in Gongress,
and was utterly defeated by the failure
of the Marine Buank of New York, in
which the Grants were ruined financially,
The Nicaragun Cantl Company was in-
corporated in 1887, with former Senator
Warner Miller as president, and for a
time made good progress, Its success In-
duced opposition, and in 1889 the Mauri-

received the sanction of President Cleve
land, was incorporated. Hirnm Hitel-
cork wns the first president, hut he was
subsequently  suceesded by Thomas B,
Atkins. The work of digging the cannl
was begun and continued until financial
misfortune overtook the enterprise, the
construction company failing in the terri-
ble panic of 1803, The contract for the
constraction was then awarded to Warner
Miller Niearagun Company, which still
holds its concession, Many attempts have
#ince been made to secnre the aid of the
Government, but the bills have failed to
pass both houses, Congress, however, -
thorized the appointnent of a technical
cominlssion of civil englueers to re-exam-
ine the canal line, and it is the report of
this commission which will be presented
to Congress in December.,

The principal authorities on transporta-
tion statistics have made estimates that
the Nienrngua route shonld divort from
2,000,000 to 3,000,000 tons of low-rate
freight, such as flour, dry goods, machin-
ery, conl, ete. from the overland teaffic,
Suppose 2,000,000 tons were diverted Lo
steamship lnes from the Atlantie and gule
ports, going by the eanal route, With tha

the Pacifie, and other vessels whick would

culation places the annual  freight

is 174 miles, divided as follows:

Brito to lnke. .o vinns
Lake Lnjas to 8an
Slack water in the 8an Juan, , ;
Ban Francisco Basin Ochoa to Bust-

ern divide ., .,
Cot through the
Canal to Greytown, ,

Thunderstorms in Jamaloa,
At Port Royal, Jamalen, for

derstorm,”

The French may be
thing else,
In thelr love—of change,

time Canal Company of Niegragua, which |

ugual ocean tonnage from New York to

Eo through the eanol, n conservative oal-
TOMLOM0 tons. At the lowest Suey (‘!tll?l:
rite this wonld give an annunl revenne of
$12,810.000. The route in favor rung from
Greytown on the Atlantie coast, vin the
San Juan river and Lake Niearagun to
Brito, on the Pacific. The total distance

Miles,
ihasnseseed17.27
Juan river. . ... .50.60

vai, 08,54

sereennsiinsey e 12,01
Eastern divide, ..., 8.00

srerennasves 1048

Blx
months In the yoar thundersétorms are

of almost dally occurrence, and Euests
to picnles and garden parties are usy.
ally invited to assemble “after the thun-

fickle in every-
but they are always falthfu)
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RAISED IN AN INCUBATQR

This Little One In Now §
Worth ssornmtllﬁfmhy' e
Miss Lollta Avmour, Jys 9 ving
and the grmul:l:m;:lm-{- of f\»::':l? %
Armour, is the sturdiest llll"llh.'llurpha] :
in the world. Bhe s ag Vretty, wol
a8 muceh, and I8 as full of lltultn-{l b
hables which the storks tusliep lmiy :
world more propitlousty, thg
Ever slnee the sly little minx, tieke
away In her incubatoy eradle, ':ut:ikg :
grandfather say that it she jiye g
would give her a half miljo for h'
grit, she has done nothing hyt !hrl
lndustriously, She Is the chilld of ,u
ndd Mrs, J. Ogden Ariour, of Mieh '
ivenue, Chleago, When Hitle \fr
Lolita came into the world s “-1.1' il

THE INCUBATOR BARY,

barely three pounds, and her {Ioting
grandfather was told that by the men
est chance she might be saved In g
Incubator. “The dearest wish of P, [
Armour's heart was for a grindaugh
ter. As soon, then, as the mnel-hopu
for little stranger arvived a messenge
was rushed post haste for the finest in
cubator that conld be lLought. Al
dainty baby frocks aud feills were pot
aside, and the milllonaire’s grand:
daughter, rolled in a bit of linen ag
cotton, was lalil' In the new-fangled
life-saving eradle. For days the plusky
babiy kept up a desperate fight in the
tin box. No one watceled it with more
interest than the graudfather. Ploally,
when the scales showed that the baby
was set for a winner, the grandfather,
considerable of o fighter himsof,
showed ‘his admiration by settling a
even halt million on the Hitle miss,

HOW TO FEED THE SNAKE.

English Snake~Charmer Whose Blood
1s Poison=Proof,

England has a remarkable snike
eharmer in Dr. Arthur Stradling
whose blood I3 poison-proof, and who
permits the snakes to bite him ar wilk
He has vislted every snake country on
the globe, He had two elbs  broken
@nee while manipulating & West Afrh
ean pythoness sixteen feet long, This
is the manner In which he feeds his bo
eonstrivtors, deseribed by himself:
“With shirt sleeves ralled up and
stockinged feet I grasp the creature
just behind the hend and separate 15
jaws by gentle pressure with a siive
spatula, It's more knsek than fors
for all snakes are exceedingly sensitit
about the mouth: a Mght tap on B8
muzzle will turn the flercest of thew
Then the assistant (his little son) pi
the lump of meat, dend rat, bixl &
whatever the morsel may be right
among the quivering triple rows o

FILLING UP THE REPTILE

long, curved testh—positively quives
ing and “walking' with the agitation
anger on the mobile jaws—and [P
it down to the stomach, first With ':'
ruler, and then by squeezing upos *
with my hands from the ontside, 8 B¢
chnnfeal suaslon which requires ©#
maintained for some lttle time 1o 0N
to Insure that the ftem of aliment
remalin o statu quo. )

“In the Interval the youngster i85
Idle and finds plenty of occupatlo®
shifting the reptile's colls and GHE2
gaging varfous parts of me fromd %
close embrace. And so we flll t_}IG' e
up uptll he can hold no more.

Klectrio Plants on Warshiph

A big battle-ship has on bt
electrie plant capable of Hghting 8§

of 5,000 inhabitants,

An old man stopped in front
window to look at a display of e
shoes. Another old man came VA
sald: “Don’t look at baby shoesi &5
ot coffins."”




