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CCORDING o his schoolmates,
A Bubber Ramp was a country

eracker, Aml who Kuows better
a child's social and finanelal standing
than its schoolfellows,

His face was not round and rosy
like other jolly, sweet-tempered hoys,
for Bubber was a slender child with
face pale and lanky, straight hair,
strenked in eolor with the shades of
half-pulled molasses candy, He was
subjeet to chills and fevers which kept
bim away from school about half the
time and gave lls teacher an excuse
for scolding him whenever there wasno
one else In particular for her to scold.
His father was 4 section master on the
Georgia rallroad and they lived In the
“ten-uile shantles,” which were built
on the side of the rallroad and on the
adge of a deep cut, through which the
wind blew a perfect gale the whole
year round; '

But If by living on the ent Bubber
acquired the chlll and fever habit, he
also ghuined the knowledge which en-
abled him to save the llves of some 500
people—Sunday school children with
their friends and teachers, It was the
plenie of Bubber's Sunday school, but
becanse it fell on his chill day his
mother said he could not attend. So he
contented himself with walking five
miles up the rilroad to Belair, the near-
est station where the train would stop,
with a huge bunch of flowers for his
Sunday school teacher, ‘This teacher,
be it understood, was one of the people
who did not know about Bubber being
a country eracker, but consldered him
a jolly, nmiable Ifo,r.

After handing the bouquet through
the car window, Bubber stood for a
while looking wistfully at the train-
load of happy chlldren. Then some-
thing oceurred which made his school-
mates forget forever that he washome-
ly and poor, and this Is how It hap-
pened,

1L

Southward from Brazella the road
drops down steadily for five or slx
miles. There follows the little rise to
the top of Habersham hill; and then
comes the sharp sag of o mile or more
to Belalr and the level valley o‘ the
Savannah,

John Johnson, or “Yucker,” as he
was ealled for short, was the most dar-
Ing engineer on the Georgin and had
the best run on the road untll he joined
the strike of the Knights of Labor, Af-
ter the difficulty wus settlesd and the
gtrikers went back to work, Yucker,
for the sake of diseipline, was put to
baollng way frelght between Unlon
Point and Augusta,

There was nothing at Brazelia but
the skding and the dull red station
bouse, and little else at Belalr, It
wagn't often that Yucker had to leave
or plck up anything at  elther place,
and he liked to sall by both stations at
wp speed, and loaf further down the
e to make up for It

On this partieular day, while his fire-
man wis taking water at the big red
tank at Thompson, Yucker went Into
the station for orders, He found that
there was nothing for hlm at Brazella
or Belalr, Ie hnd nothing to leave at
elther station, so he elimbed back Into
his cab, meaning to go through to

Y0 TIIS BRAVE DOY YOU OWR THR
PRESERVATION OF YOUR Lives"

Wheelers to meet the up frelght, Some.
times he met it at Beladr, but whenever

he got the chance he ran by and trust-

ol to luck that It would be held for

bim ag Wheelers,
I11.

The people at  the station were be-
pumbed with freight. They stared with
horror-stricken faces it the oncoming
engine as some great demon huarrying
to destroy the excursion traln with Its
load of human frelght. Paralyzed with
fear, thoy could nelther move nor cory

aloud,

In the whole cno'wd there was but
one who could think and act. Ile was

A slender, pale-faced boy, and he rush-
¢l up the track towards the coming
trealn,

“Crit out, git out,” his shrill voice
shouted to the men in the eab of the
up freight. “Jump and run, jump and
romn.”

He was tugging at a switeh key, and
they saw what he meant. So down
the men Jumped from the engine, while
the boy ran on to the switeh., His
hands seemed paralyzed, so long aid it
appear before he foresd It open, then
le stepped back just as the way frelght
rushed by and ran full tilt Into the up
frelght. There waus a tremendous erash,
The englne of the way freightrodeover
the other and smushed It Into frag-
ments. Then It sat down on its own
cab with the forwand truck !n the air
and ana wheal whirling aronnd ke o

*1T'8 'BOUT TIME FOR MY CHILL,” sA1D
BUBBER,

mlllstone. The following cars piled up
in a great heap, and over it all rose a
great cloud of dust

The terrifled excurgionists gerambled
from thelr own traln rushed over to
the wreck and stood In specchless hor-
ror and amazement, Then the frefght
conductor came up and searching
among the crowd led out a slender,
pale-faced 1ad,

*“To this brave boy,” he sald, ralsing
his hand to attract attention, “youn owe
the preservation of your lives. But for
his presence of mind—" Here his volea
choked. With tears strenming down his
face he finished the sentence by mo-
tloning toward the excursion train,

*“There were more than 500 on
board,” sald the Sunday school super-
intendent, “The majority of them
children,”

“Not a life lost,” cried one of the
tralnmen, running up. “Yucker, his
firemen and both brakemen Jumped
for thelr Hves after shutting off steam
and putting down brakes, They came
off without a serateh,”

“It was a miracle, " said the preach-
or,

“It wns Bubber Ramp,” erled a child-
Ish volee. “1 seen him when he opened
the switeh.”

Then the erowd surrounded the pale-
faced lad, pushing and shoving to
shake his hand, to touch him, or even
to get a look at him, What was sald
or who sald It no one could ever tell,
but in the mldst of It all there sounded
the shrill whistle of a nearby sawmlll,

“It's 'leven o'clock,” =sald RBubber,
looking up at the sun. “It’s 'bout time
for my chill, 80 I'd better be  gittin'
home." And he hurrled off down the
track toward the ten-mlle shantles as
complacently as though nothing un-
usual had happened,

The followlng week the Sunday
school superintendent accompanted the
ridlroad officlal when he went to tell
Mr. Ramp of his appolntment to a bet-
ter position on the road. The superin-

board the excursion train, presented
Bubber with a bieyele and a  gold
wateh,

“Why, Mr. Brand," sald Bubber, re-

longed for, “I never done nuthin’ bat
turn the switeh key, Anybody could
've done that, I've been doin’ It ever
sinee T was goln' on seven years obl."=
Omaha Bep,

Bearcity of Camphor Trees,
The manufacture of camphor in Jap-
an has falles off coffslderably and many
men have gone out of the huslness alto-

production 18 now confined almos/
wholly to Formosa.

business, but an “agent” is not a busl
ness man, . 3

tendent, In behalf of the people on

garding In  awed astonishment the
handsome wheel and  tmeplece, two
things above all others he had nlost

gether, This Is due to the growing
searcity of camphor trees. Japanese

A busy man Is always willing to talk

COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY.

A Chicago Claim that the Discovery
Has Been Made.

The announcement comes from Chi-
cago that Jaumes W, MeDonough lhias
discovered the art of color photography.
Similar apnouncements have heen
made with more or less regularity for a
good many vears, Lut none of the
methods heretofore discovered seemed
to be of miy value, About a decade ago
a handsome photograph in eplors was
shown, the pletnre of a brilliant-hued
Japanese vase then in the possession of
a fambus New York: collector, hut
whether it was really a ¢olor photo-
graph or merely a colored photograph

“\I

JAMES W, M'DONOUGH.

nothing more was ever heard of the
particular method Dby which it was
clalmed this pleture was made,

The story that comes from Chieago
appears to have a good deal more than
the usunl foundation In fact, and ac-
cording to it the method has been sub-
Jected to many and severe tests and
Las proven 4 success In every instance,

It Is to be hoped that the problem,
which has for more than a quarter of
o century been attacked from all sides
by chemists and photographers, has at
last been solved. The art of color pho-

tography, If it can be perfected and |
made practicable, In addition to Its \'nl-i

ue In portralture, will revolutionize the
work of book and magazine {llustratlon,
The lithographer's stone will be super-
ceded, and pletures true to life in codor
as well as line will be within the reach
of every one,

WORLD'S SHORTEST STREET,

The Length of This Imposing Thor-
onghfare Is Twenty-six Yards,
London is an amazing Jumble of long
streets, short streets, broad streets and
narrow streets, but the shortest, If not
the narrowest, 1s John street, south:

hm,i

J

WOBLD'S SHORTEST S8TREET,

west. The length of that lm;nmlng|

thoroughfare 18 twenty-six vards. The
directory of John street begins at No,
1—and ends there. The house Is oocu
pled by the architeet to the Duke of
Norfoll, and it 18 seldom that his let
ters miscarry, ag the postman would
have some difficulty In leaving them at

| the wrong number. The whole of the

other slde of the thorouzlfare is ocen.
pled by Ye Olde Bell Hotal, It is sadd
to be 400 years old., The house fronts
Pall Mall and ig ineluded In the num-
berlng of that home of fashilonable
clubs. Close to the St. Jumes' square
end of “rhe shortest stroat In the
world” stands the home of the Duke
of Norfolk.

CALIFORNIA MINERS' MONEY,

Kind of Coin They Used Before San
Francisco Mint Was Established,

This 18 a “Big River bit.” In the

days before the mint was established

In Ban Franclsco it was a current coln |
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ing oue and five-elghtbs Inches,

OUNT VESUVIUS,
famous voleano In the world's
history, which, as every school-
boy knows, destroyed the eities of Pom-
pell and Herculaneum, Is again in erup-
ereat alarm s felt for the safe-
iy of life and property in the vicinity
The flow of lava goes
an pncheckad, and if the eruption con-
tinues on the alarming seale
Intely renched it will
misery and immense damage. The lava
torrent near the crater,
width of nlf a mile, divides into three

of the veleano.

which has a

elghty yards wide, These as they pour

down the mountaln side, again sub-
divide Into numerous smaller streams.
They advance at the rate of foriy yards
submerging
their path, sggring the vegetation in the
vieinity as though fire had passed over
ft. Anenormous quantity of lava keeps
pouring out of the crater,
Yetrana valley, a deep ravine, and asli-
e§ lle several Inches thick for a long dls.
tance down the sldes of the mountaln
and on the adjacent villages.
habitants of these villages are In
state of suspense, not knowing
moemant the voleano may burst forth in
all its fury and bury them the same as
it did the Inhabitants of Pompell over
1,800 years ago,

The slope of the mountain I8 one of
the most thickly populated districts in
The fertility of the soll

It has filled

Naples, the largest ety of Tta)
overlooks the Bay of Naple v
base Vesuvius s thirty ml]._-;'i{l cI'“-
ference. Its helght -.-nrlmnffvr Its a4
north side Is a lofty, seml-clrogly
called Monte Somma, Which ﬁanr
historle erater, 1t |4 ROl !n
the active voleano hy g deep ‘-uﬁ(‘ f.
eral hundred feet wiie 4,
The Vesuvius of (he anclents
traucated cone, with g Diige uf‘ﬂi'
or ning miles . and a heleht nH[m: '
At its summit was n .1.1“.0%;‘I .
three miles in dinmeter, gy thlii]I
Spartacus, the gladiatgr, fought '
dius Puleher. There s g N‘l‘.‘;rlln
eruption of Vesuvius prioe ty A I '
although the latter<lay m-h-m-[s& v
proved that It must have beoy 4
before that thme. At the beginning
the Christian era the sides of the
uvlus were covered with flolds
vines, and its crater wos Overg .'
with wild grapes, It s certaln thy ..I

neanle Hvine nony 14

-~ b (Al l
shl bkl Line N

not the sllghtest idea thnt |t WAS i fa
tive voleano, for the writings of piy
the Younger and Tacitug show tha
ghve warning for thirteen yegrs Brofon
the great eruption. There Were 4 s
les of earthqualkes and tremendous gl
wie disturbances,

The great hlstorle eruption took
In August, 70 years after Christ.
lava poured down the mountaln 8l |y
tremendous streams and burled Her
laneum, at the west base; Pompell,y
the southeast side; Stablas, on
south slde, and Castellamare, whiy
was beyond Stablne, These cltlos win
Inundated and forgotten until eenfiys
after, when the remains were dug gl
nnd gave the moderns a perfect Insey
Into the manners and customs of i
thine of the blg eruption. For contis
Vesuvius was qulet. People who lindl
about it forgot that it had once by
citles and killed thousands, Againl
vines cover the crater and Its
were cultivated fields, There had bl
six months of earthquakes, but the
were not accepted as a warning.

Vesuvlus burst forth In mighty fuy

MOUNT VESUVIUS.

| Is unsurpassed, four crops a year being
gardened fn the best parts,

. The spectacle at night Is one of In-
deseriballe
from all parts of BEurope flock to see
the voleano in action,
pitating glow that nominally marks the
great crater Is exchanged for a vivid
tongue of light, colored at times almost
llke a ralnbow, Iuminating the heay-
ens and reflected with exquisite effect
in the waters of the bay. These mani-
festations are accompanied
rumblings and thunderous subterran-

The faint, pal-

ON THE EDGE OF THE CRATER.

| tlons, but the average Is about 4.000
feer, Its great erater s some 2,000 to.et
o diameter and about 500
It conslsts of two distine
ean explosions, followed by great out-
pourings of lava and ashes. The fresh
lava streams moving down the moun-
tin side, steadily encroaching more

and more on the eultivated regions,

among the miners. It represents §po, MAve already
It I8 an elghth of an inch thick, oety. | Several new craters have
gonal in form, Its largest dinmeter he 2round the central one, and ¢
the lava also flows,

Mount Vesuvlus log elght

on December 16, 10631, suddenly ad
unexpectedly, It continued untll Fer
ruary, 1632, There was n tremenis
flow of lava mingled with water
sulting from the melting of the &
and mud. Torre Annunzlata, Tom
del Greeo, Resing and Portia wer
most wholly destroyed, and It 1§ &}
timated that 18,000 people lost thet
lives. There was another eruption
1660, but only ashes and steam,
formed mud torrents, eame forth
Oue of the very grand eruption &
curred In 1779, Huge stones wens
Jected several thousand feet Infod
air In a cloud of white vapor
large masses of molten rock.
streams of lava poured down themit
taln slde, earrying death and (s
tion, In 1704 it burst forth agals _
Torre del Greco was once more -
troyed. In Oectober 1822, an oUHE
ruptured the top of the cong, WS
n crater three miles In clreumfere®
and 1,000 feet deep, Since this &
Vesuvius has never been wholly ‘I'
Eruptlons have occurred per :
of more or less violence. In !
flowed for twenty-seven days,
Ing miles of cultivated fields and
houses, but the people fled In tmé!
save thelr lives, There were eroy
i 1858 and In 1861, which were of
consequence. There were gremer €
of lava In 1867 and again in 1871__
eruption in the latter year Was i
violent, the streets of Naples belng O
ered inches deep with a black &
There have been other eruptions 8
that time, which have done MO
less damage, but none has been 858
importance, .
—_—
“How do you manage t0
friendly with Mrs. Ti?" asked
Tecters of Miss Twitters, “1ne
her telephone,” replied the &
young lady.—Judge




