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: A COUNTRY CRACKER. :

to his schoolmates,
ACCORDING was a country

who knows better
a child's social and financial standing
than its schoolfellows.

His face was not round and rosy
like other jolly, sweet-tempere- d boys,
for Bubber was a slender child with
face pale and lanky, straight hair,
streaked in color with the shades of
half-pulle- molasses candy. He was
subject to chills and fevers which kept
him away from school about half the
time and gave his teacher an excuse
for scolding him whenever there was no
one else in particular for her to scold.
His father was a section master on the
Georgia railroad and they lived in the
"ten-mil- e shanties," which were built
on the side of the railroad and on the
edge of a deep cut, through which the
wind blew a perfect gale the whole
year round.

But if by living on the cut Bubber
acquired the chill and fever habit, he
also gained the knowledge which en-

abled him to save the lives of some 500
people Sunday school children with
their friends and teachers. It was the
picnic of Bubber's Sunday school, but
because it fell on his chill day his
mother said he could not attend. So he
contented himself with walking five
miles up the rilroad to Belair, the near-
est station where the train would stop,
with a huge bunch of flowers for his
6unday school teacher. This teacher,
be it understood, was one of the people
who did not know about Bubber being
a country cracker, but considered him
a Jolly, amiable loy.

After handing the bouquet through
the car window, Bubber stood for a
while looking wistfully at the train-loa- d

of happy children. Then some-
thing occurred which made his school-
mates forget forever that he was home-
ly and poor, and this Is how It hap-
pened.

II.
Southward from Brazella the road

drops down steadily for five or six
miles. There follows the little rise to
the top of Habersham hill; and then
comes the sharp sag of a mile or more
to Belair and the level valley of the
Savannah.

John Johnson, or "Yucker," as he
was called for short, was the most dar-
ing engineer on the Georgia and had
the best run on the road until he Joined
the strike of the Knights of Labor. Af-

ter the difficulty was settled and the
Btrlkers went back to work, Yucker,
for the sake of discipline, was put to
hauling way freight between Union
Point and Augusta.

There was nothing at Brazella but
the siding and the dull red station
bouse, and little else at Belair. It
wasn't often that Yucker had to leave
or pick up anything at either place,
and he liked to sail by both stations at
top speed, and loaf further down the
line to make up for It

On this particular day, while his fire-
man was taking water at the big red
tank at Thompson, Yucker went Into
the station for orders. He found that
there was nothing for him at Brazella
or Itelalr. Ho had nothing to leave at
either station, so he climbed back Into
his cab, meaning to go through to

TO THIS DKAVR BOT TOU OWE THE
TRKSItUVATIOJf OP T0U1 LIVES."

Wheelers to meet the up freight. Some-
times he mot It at Belair, but whenever
ho got the chance ho ran by and trust-
ed to luck that It would bo held for
lilru at Wheelers,

III.
The people nt tho station wero be-

numbed with fright They stared with
horror-stricke- n faces nt tho oucomlng
engine as some great demon hurrying
to destroy tho excursion train with Its
load of human freight Taralyzed with
fear, they could neither move nor cry

'aloud.
In tho wholo crowd there was but

on who could think and act. lie was

Ml

a slender, pale-face- d boy, and he rush-
ed up the track towards the coming
train.

"Git out, git out," his shrill voice
shouted to the men In the cab of the
up freight. "Jump and run, Jump and
run."

He was tugging at a switch key, and
they saw what he meant So down
the men Jumped from the engine, while
the boy ran on to the switch. Ills
hands seemed paralyzed, so long did it
appear before he forced it open, then
he stepped back Just as the way freight
rushed by and ran full tilt Into the up
freight. There was a tremendous crash.
The engine of the way freight rode oyer
the other and smashed It Into frag-
ments. Then it sat down on Its own
cab with the forward truck in the air
and nnc wheel whirling nrnrmd liko a
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"it'b 'bout time foh my chill," SAID
BUBBER.

millstone. The following cars piled up
in a great heap, and over it all rose a
great cloud of dust

The terrified excursionists scrambled
from their own train rushed over to
the wreck and stood In speechless hor-
ror and amazement Then the freight
conductor came up and searching
among the crowd led out a slender,
pale-face- d lad.

"To this brave boy," ho said, raising
his hand to attract attention, "you owe
the preservation of your lives. But for
his presence of mind" Here his voice
choked. With tears streaming down his
face he finished the sentence by mo-
tioning toward the excursion train.

--mere were more than &00 on
board," said tho Sunday school super-
intendent "The majority of them
children."

"Not a life lost," cried one of tho
trainmen, running up. 'Tucker, his
firemen and both brakemen Jumped
for their lives after shutting off steam
and putting down brakes. They camo
off without a scratch."

"It was a miracle, " said the

"It was Bubber Ramp," cried a
voice. "I seen him when he opened

the switch."
Then the crowd surrounded the pale- -

faced lad, pushing and shoving to
shake his hand, to touch him, or even
to get a look at him. What was said
or who said It no one could ever tell,
but in the midst of It all there sounded
the shrill whistle of a nearby sawmill.

"It's 'leven o'clock," said Bubber,
looking up at the sun. "It's 'bout time
for my chill, so I'd better be gittln'
homo." And ho hurried off down the
track toward the ten-mil- e shanties as
complacently as though nothing un
usual had happened.

Tho following week the Sunday
school superintendent accompanied the
railroad official when he went to toll
Mr. Ramp of his apik!ntmcnt to a bet
ter position on the road. The superin-
tendent, In lKhalf of tho people on
iHxard tho excursion train, presented
Bubber with a bicycle and a gold
watch.

"Why, Mr. Brand," said Bubber, re-
garding in awed astonishment tho
handsome wheel and timepiece, two
things above nil others he had most
longed for, "I never done nut bin' but
turu tho switch key. Anybody could
've done that I've boon doin' it ever
since I was golu' on seven years okl."-Oma- ha

Boe.

Scarcity of Camphor Trees.
The manufacture of camphor in Jap

an nns fallen off considerably nnd many
men have gouo out of the business alto-
gether. This Is due to tho growing
scarcity of camphor trees. Japanese
production Is now confined olmos
wholly to Formosa.

A busy man Is always willing to talk
business, but an "agent" Is not a busl.
ness matt.

COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY.

A Chicago Claim that the Discovery
Has Been Made.

The announcement comes from Cbl
caso th.it James W. McDououph lias
discovered the art of color photography.
Similar announcements have ueen
made with more or less regularity for a
good many years, but none of the
methods heretofore discovered seemeu
to be of any value. About a decade ago

a handsome photograph In colors was
shown, the nicture of a brilllaiit-nue- ii

Japanese vase then In the possession of
a. famous 'New York- - collector, but
whether it was really a color photo-

graph or merely a colored photograph
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nothing more was ever heard of the
particular method by which it was
claimed this picture was made.

The story that comes from Chicago
appears to have a good deal more than
the usual foundation in fact, and ac-

cording to it the method has been sub-

jected to many and severe tests and
has proven a success In every instance.

It is to be hoped that the problem,
which has for more than a quarter of
a century been attacked from all sides
by chemists and photographers, has at
last been solved. The art of color pho-
tography, if it can be perfected and
made practicable, in addition to its val-
ue in portraiture, will revolutionize the
work of book and magazine Illustration.
The lithographer's stone will be super-
ceded, and pictures true to life in color
as well as line will be within the reach
of every one.

WORLD'S SHORTEST STREET.

The Length of This Imposing Thor-
oughfare Is Twenty-si- x Yards.

London is an amazing Jumble of long
streets, short streets, broad streets and
narrow streets, but the shortest if not
the narrowest Is John street south- -
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WORLD'S SHORTEST STREET.

west The length of that Imposing
thoroughfare Is twenty-si- x yards. The
directory of John street begins at No.
1 ind ends there. The house is occu-
pied by the architect to the Duke of

rfolk, nnd it is seldom that his let-
ters miscarry, as the postman would
have some difficulty in leaving them at
the wrong number. The whole of the
other side of the thoroughfare is occu-
pied by Ye Olde Bell Hotel. It is sadd
to be 400 years old. The house fronta
Tall Mall and is included in the num-
bering of that home of fashionable
clubs. Close to the St. James' square
end of "the shortest street In the
world" stands the home of the Duke
of Norfolk.

CALIFORNIA MINERS' MONEY.

Kind of Coin They Used Before Pan
Francisco Mint Was Established.
This is a "Big Itiver bit." In the

flays before the mint was established
In San Francisco it was a current coin

BIO KIVKK BIT.'

among the miners. It represents $30
It Is an eighth of an inch thick, octa-
gonal in f6rm, its largest diameter be-
ing one and flve-elght- b Inches.

VESUVIUS, the most
MOUNT volcano In the world's

which', as every school-

boy knows, destroyed the cities of Pom-pe- ll

nnd Ilereulaneum, is again in erup-

tion and great alarm Is felt for the safe-

ty of life and property In the vicinity
of the volcano. The How of lava goes
on unchecked, and if the eruption con-

tinues on the alarming scale It has
lately reached it will cause1 frightful
misery and immense damage. The lava
torrent near the crater, which has a
width of half a mile, divides into three
principal streams, eacli seventy to
eighty yards wide. These as they pour

W. M'DONOUGH. --.

A NEW FISSURE.

down the mountain side, again sub-
divide into numerous smaller streams.
They advance at the rate of forty yards
an hour, submerging everything In
their path, spring the vegetation in the
vicinity as though fire had passed over
it An enormous quantity of lava keeps
pouring out of the crater. It has filled
Vetrana valley, a deep ravine, and ash-
es lie several Inches thick for a long dis-
tance down the sides of the mountain
and on the adjacent villages. The in
habitants of these villages are in a
state of suspense, not knowing what
moment the volcano may burst forth in
all Its fury and bury them the same as
it did the Inhabitants of Pompeii over
1,800 years ago.

The slope of the mountain is one of
the most thickly populated districts In
the world. The fertility of the soil

Is unsurpassed, four crops a year being
gardened in the best parts.

The spectacle at night Is one of In-

describable grandeur, and travelers
from all parts of Europe flock to see
the volcano in action. The faint pal-
pitating glow that nominally marks the
great crater is exchanged for a vivid
tongue of light, colored at times almost
like a rainbow, illuminating the heav-
ens and reflected with exquisite effect
In the waters of the bay. These mani-
festations are accompanied by deep
rumblings nnd thunderous subterran- -

ON TnE EDGE OF THE CRATER.

tlons, but the average Is about 4,000
feet. Its great crater Is some 2,000 feetin diameter and about 500 feet deepIt consists of two distinct parts Theean explosions, followed by great out-
pourings of lava nncf ashes. The freshlava streams moving down the moun-
tain side, steadily encroaching more
nnd more on the cultivated regions
hnve already caused extensive loss'
Several new craters have appeared

u ceutrni one, nnd trim thesethe lava also flows.
Mount Vesuvius lies eight miles from

l

Naples, the largest city 0f it,i
overlooks the Rnv r.t v.,
base Vesuvius Is thirty mile. In i

"

ference. Its height varies a l
north side is a lofty, sen.lXcalled Monte Somma, which hi.
historic crater. It 4
the active volcano by a deep vallev!'
eral hundred feet wide.

The Vesuvius of the ancients a,truncated cone, with n h .. 7

it

un m was n depressed
three miles in diameter. On this ii

Spartacus, the gladiator, foucht ft
dlus Pulcher. There is no ree0r 5
eruptiou of Vesuvius tirinr . r. .
although the latter-da- y scientists hJ
inieu Him u must nave been actkbefore that time. At the beglnnjn
the Christian era the sides of the Vf

uiua were coverou with fields at,
vines, and Its crater was overgrow
with wild grapes. It is certain tlmtti

Li.r oiiuivsi men mat it wasaaac
tlve volcano, for the writing8 of PlJ
the Younger and Tacitus RhniP thai L!

wini m

gave warning for thirteen years before

me great eruption. There were a te-
les of earthquakes and tremendous,
mic disturbances.

The great historic eruption tookplaoe
in August, 79 years after Christ n.
lava poured down the mountain side J

tremendous streams and burled Herm

laneum, at the west base; Pompeii,
me souiiieast siae; stahlae, on tfe

south side, and Castellamare, whto
was beyond Stablno. These eltlea
Inundated and forgotten until centuries

after, when the remains were dug up

and gave the moderns a perfect Insigit

Into the manners and customs of

time of the big eruption. For eenttrta
Vesuvius was quiet. People whoM
about it forgot that It had once burW

cities and killed thousands. Again dIJ

vines cover the crater and Its site

were cultivated fields. There had been

six months of earthquakes, but tte
were not accepted as a warning.

Vesuvius burst forth In mighty taj

MOUNT VESUVIUS.

on December Id, 1631, suddenly ani

unexpectedly. It continued until Fe-

bruary, 1032. There was n tremendom

flow of lava mingled with water, re

sulting from the melting of the snow

and mud. Torre Annunzlnta, Tone

del Greco, Reslna and Portia were a-

lmost wholly destroyed, and It Is

tlmated that 18,000 people lost their

lives. There was another eruption l

1000, but only ashes and steam, wW

formed mud torrents, came forth.
One of the very grand eruptions o-

ccurred In 1779. Huge stones were re-

jected several thousand feet into tV

air In a cloud of white vapor, will

large masses of molten rock. Huge

streams of lava poured down the dm

tain side, carrying death and destru-

ction. In 1794 it burst forth again an

Torre del Greco was once more de

troyed. In October 1822, an outbreal

to

ruptured the top of the cone, mau

a crater three miles In clrcumfcrenc

and 1,000 feet deep. Since this tin

Vesuvius has never been wholly q

Eruptions have occurred periodical

of more or less violence. In 1855 la

flowed for twenty-seve- n days, destW

Ing miles of cultivated fields and maw

houses, but the people fled In time

save their lives. There were eruptw

in 1858 and in 1801, which were of W

consequence. There were greater no

of lava In 1SC7 and ngaln in 18 -
nriintlnn It. ilia ln.ttur VeOT WAS

violent the streets of Naples being co

black W1

There have been other eruptions "T

that time, which have done nwf ,

hns been QflFH

importance. .

"How do you manage to kP
friendly with Mrs. Tiff?" asked

Teeters of Miss Twitters. "I never

her telephone," replied the
young lady. Judge.


