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Regardless of the differing views as
to our ultimate disposition of island
territory taken from Spain, it is
thought by many that the United
States will hold Porto Rico. By doing
so we will acquire one of the garden
spots of the tropics, for In many re- -
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MAP snoWlXO TORTO KICO

speots Porto Rico Is the real gem of
the Antilles. Men who have lately trav-
eled In this beautiful Island agree In
expressing surprise that so little Is
known concerning its many wonders
ond charms.

AlHiut 1,000 miles due southeast from
Havana, 500 from Cape Malsl, the east- -
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VOUTIPICATIOX AT SAW JCAX.
era tip of Cuba, opens northward the
mngullleent harbor of San Juan de
Puerto Rico Saint John of the Rk-o- ,

or Noble distant from New York
aliout l.fioo tulles, and from the Danish
Island of St, Thomas but sixty miles,
the lying that much further
to the eastward.

Porto Rico was discovered by Colum-
bus, lu on his second voyage,
when on his way from the southern
Wet Indies to his original landing
PUujc on the coast of llaytl. Fifteen
years after the iiasslng of Oolumbus
dune another navigator, one Juan
Ponce de Leon, the governor of a prov-
ince of Santo IKimlugn, sixty miles dis-
tant The Indians of fids section told
blm won.lerful stories of the rich island
across the channel, and In the year 1508
bo landed at Aguadllla with n force of
men and a puck of bkHHllHiimds, bent
uimn Its cotuiuest Ponce do Loon lives
In history as the noblest tunl the gen-
tlest of those galllard adventurers. And
he was that Is, sinking relatively
he was noble and gentle for a Spaniard
qf that day. Hut he saw nothing wrong
In putting to dentil the Indian chieftain
Aguoynaba, who first shovol him the
rivers with sands running gold, nor In
Betting on the trail of Inocent women
and children his famous bloodhound,

who drew the nay of a lunv-nui- n

for his service, mid who tore to
pieces every Indian he run down and
overtook, lie was the terror of all the
Indians, whom he drove to the hills In
troops, but was tinally slain with a poi-
soned arrow sent niter him by a Carlo.

Ponce de Leon an.l his mull clad sob
dlers llnally settled on the present site
of San Juan In Kdl. and the most

relic to be found there y

Is the ancient building called the "Cnsii
Bluuca," which was built by the eon- -

qulstailor and inrupU--d by him while
Kovvruor of the Island. Equally niU'tent
with tlie Cnsn lUaiuti nro the fortlllcn-tlon- a

surrounding tho city of San Juan,
for their foundations were laid during
the reign of Ponce do Ieon. Tlie ouivl-t-

city, with n population of ttmio "iV
ftW, occupies an Island, couiuoUd
with tlie mntu by a niul a cause-
way, and Is completely IucUskhI within
massive walls of stone and hanletuyl
mortar, with a height In places if from
CO to 100 feet. I.Ike llavnna. It hai lu
tiHirro. or cltiulol (literally a round m
Moorish toweiri, and the fortlflaitlons

re on a eotnprelien.ilv with
bastions and drawbridges, oniate sen-
try boxes hanging over the n, and
grim, gray wnlla towering thtvatenlutr-ly- .

On may find their counterpart, on
a aotalWr acoH lu th old tort at St.
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Augustine; and ihey are similar to
those of Havana before her walls were
torn down. The peninsular upon which
the morro and the lighthouse stand Is
thrust out Into the sea, on one side
breasting the thundering surges of the
Caribbean, and on the other guarding
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AXD NEIGHBORING WATERS.

the placid waters of a beautiful and al-

most land-locke- d harbor. This harbor
Is one of the finest In the AVest Indies,
large, sheltered, and capable of accom
modating any number of the largest
ships, giving anchorage In from three
to six fathoms.

Though the main portion of San Juan
Is Inclosed within the walls, through
which entrance Is only obtained by

d gateways, yet there Is a
small town by Itself In the Marina, be-
tween the fortlllcatlons and the
wharves. Here Is a line pulilic garden
and pleasure palace, with booths and
restaurants, as well as the public cock-
pit, where battles royal are frequently
waged. The buildings of the Inner city
are of stone, massive and substantial,
like those of Havana and the City of
Mexico.

As to local conditions, San Juan Is
not an attractive city, under its present
management, owing to Its ttlthy streets
and lack of attention to sanitation. It
Is likely to have a visit every year from
Yellow Jack, when, owing to Its situa-
tion, he might as well as not ho kept at
a distance. But San Juan Is only one
port of tlie Island, and there arc some
liarlmi-- s that are a.--. Cue, If not as large
nud land-locke-
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SCENE IN SAX J
One other on the north const Is An.

cIlo; on tho east nro llumacao and
on tho west Agumlllhi and Maya-gue-

as U'autlful us tho heart of man
could desire, with their gushing springs
and background of pointed mountains,
and on the south coast nre Arroyo
tluayanlllii and Ponce. This bust Is the
largest, the city having a population of
aWnit with a vast ex-o- rt trade,
chiefly in sugar and molasses. A tine
post road connects It with San Juan,
running diagonally aoroos the Island,
with a dally diligence between tho two.
a system oi railroads Is in course of

instruction that will swn connect ull
tlie chief coast towns nad open up por-
tions of tlie Interior.

The Island Is nKnit TO miles In length
by 33 or 40 In brulth. and as nearly
rectangular as nature will allow lu Its
coast Hue. The Interior Is one vast
group of mountains. The Ml every-
where Is very fertile and cultivable,
eveu tu the mountain crests, the hill
pastures of Porto IUim being celebrated
for their Bu'uknt grasses, uixm which
fwd cattle and horses, hk-- are favor-I-

throughout the lshin.ls mnth.
Among tlie hills also are thousnnd of

ca Mules, or coffee estate, for here the
coffee finds congenial m,,- -

climate
for Its perfect devek-pmen- t, and Is a
ource of profit to ninny planter who

prefer n life of comparative lolsure to
U buUe of the town and city, lathe

HAIUtOlt ANT VXMtTIKiaVTIOXS OF SAX JVAX.
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valleys grow the sugar cane, cacao,
bananas, plantains, and. In fact, all
sorts of. tropical fruits.

With Its beautiful scenery, Its almost
Ierfect climate. Its boundless exuber-
ance and range of vegetable products,
and consequent facilities for subsist-
ence with the minimum of labor. Porto
Rico may well be termed an earthly
paradise. If that were all; If Its people
were intelligent and compalonable; if
Its government were as mild and equa-
ble as its climate; and if there were
united effort here tcndlug toward the
Improvement of society and the amelio-
ration of political burdens, then It
might be so regarded. But. while na
ture has done everything for this isl-
and, while a groat portion of Its 3,000
square miles can be put under cultiva-
tion, and there ought to be enough to
subsist many more than Its 750,000

In comfort, the men and the
race whom accident of discovery
placed In power has done worse than
nothing for Its development. Poverty
exists everywhere, since the taxes are
so oppressive, administered, as the gov-
ernment Is, by alien office-holder- as-
sisted by foreign soldiery.

As In Cuba, the icople have been for
centuries trodden under foot. They
have groaned lieneath the weight of
their burdens, have In vain protested
against their numberless outrages. If
Cuba has been long regardod as Spain's

STREET SCENE IX SAN JfAS.
milch cow, so also has Porto Rico, and
that the later has not already risen in
successful revolt. Is owing, not to the
temper of the people, but to the Impos-
sibility for a revolution to succeed.

Vacant liaud Ira the I'nito l States.
Tho report of the Secretary of tne In-

terior shows that onlv a little
than one-ha-lf of the public domain of

VAX ILVRBOR.

the United States is either reserved or
appropriated. The area still remaining
vacant amounts to 5!1.343,1C)3 acres
without Including Alaska, which issupiosed to embrace nearly Mo.ooo ooo
acres more. The entire area of the
United States Is placed at lX!T,017,ta- -

acres. Of this, 741.7(005 acres Is now
owned by Individuals or by corpora-
tions or ly states, or has passed out of
the cotitrol of the general government.
The amount reserved for schools

military and naval purposes.
...i..v.,iu k"uii, parKs, rorest reserva-
tions, etc., Including all territory re-
served from sale for any pur-ios- e wha-tever, amounts to 132,441.744 ncres, sothat, taking the resen-- e land nnd thevacant land together, only about one-ha- lf

of the area of the United stateshas actually passed out of control ofthe government, nnd If Alaska Is In-
cluded, the unoccupied area Is larger
by 300.OW.000 ncres than that which Is
occnpletL-g- an Francisco Argonaut.

A Curious Hog Pea.
W. T. Harmon, living on the PnvaMill turnpike near Tllton. has In use avery curious but convenient hog pen

The pen Is nothing more than a htnrJ
sycamore tree, which Is hollow, andfurnishes sleeping quarters for nt leasttwenty large-size- iwkors. The treehas boon used for Its present purpose
o'ver 1.000 f 'T-- nn,11 ,,UHnff ,,mt '

raised In It- .-r lemliigsburg tKy.) Gazette.

Misinformation In Anstralla
The following account of the properway of reaching the Klondike Is takenfrom an Australian newspaper- - "Thereal starting point for the Klondike IsSpokane. There the traveler takes acanoe, by whk-- he voyages to Van.couver. 1. C. At the Utter point hetakes a idling vessel dlrwt to lwson

It may l a good Klea to belong to a
Ko: you are sure then that someone1U sit up with your remainyou are dead.
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S ''ever for freedom. I i

,.(fSS-2l- tt When the Spanish vessels piti?r'
cXxVSsC? MWwf Like the tlnite fleets of v.re, -

fJPWSiS When they, .fork to sweep tlie ocean M
ilJtWS All along the Cuban shore;

R RSiidJ When they strip themselves for action '

'VswT And the eyes of nations stare,t';f52f ft toa "i lxt tlie Yankee Squadron ,
Atl(1 lta "ghtre wU1 be tllre- -"Sfi'i ,

wtfiMil When the Spanish nation topples i""vrim AQd lt9 niln9 rl?c 8,,llk. f,
Ssi When Its starving, bepsnr subjects

Wz'X Cftst av,'tt u t'r,l', v"k'- i
When the sun at freelvin penetrates

The cloud of Cuba's care, 1 ,
- Von can tet the Yankee Siindron i

And Its fl);hter9 will le there. I 1 '

LIVING RENT FREE.

Philadelphia Man Who Went Broke
Because He ma --Not Pay.

A Philadelphia man has lived ten
years In a house for which he paid no
rent and no taxes. It lie longed to the
gas company, nnd he had paid rent reg-
ularly until the property of the compa-
ny was transferred to tho city. He says
himself: "I don't remember how long
lt is since I stopped paying rent. It
was when the gas otilce was on 7th
street. I went there one day with my
rent nnd offered It to Mr. White, who
had charge of the gas company's real
estate, but he refused to take It, and
told me that it was to be paid at the
city treasurer's office In tho future. I
took lt up there nnd a young man there
said he could not take It, as ho couldn't
find record of any such a house. He
told me that they would notify me
when they were ready to take my
money. I went back to Mr. White and
he advised me to go home and wait un-
til I heard from them. WelL I waited."
Xobody came to collect money until re-
cently, when the city discovered Its
title nnd sent a man to collect. The ten-
ant got a day to consider nnd promptly
skipped. But his experience with a
free rent does not seem to be satisfac-
tory ,If we may trust to his wife. "Yes"'
says she, resentfully, "he thought It
was a snap, nnd look where he Is now

no money, no business. Innt.-inr- r iv,,.
Job, nnd n family to support. He
woniun t take my advice and move to
where business wns good, but he
hugged his snap nnd stuck here In thatstagnant neighborhood nnd spent
money on rennlrs for the imnao n,i
didn't make nny money." Philadelphia
ivecoru.

Ananias Outdone.
Two ghastly shnies came stealing from

A dei-- nnd ancient grave;
They heard the never-silen- t hum

That marks the human wave.

They heard the nowslioj-s- ' strident shout.
And one did stop nnd buy;

And through the sheet thus hawked about
He scanned with eager eye.

And as he read the headlines o'er.
His face grew enked and pale.

And when he'd rend a little more,
Ho grasped the nearest rail.

"Sapphire, dear," he faintly cried,
"This .....i i u

Convinces me we never lied
Our record's
Ckvelund Plain Dealer.

No Hearae or Grave In Slam.
When a poor man dies In Slam he Is

not taken to the grnve In a plumed
hearse, with friends following behind

CAnniEn to wnsne nrzj!ARt wait.
In nlnety-seve- n enrriages at u to mapiece. He is bundled Into a bos andcarried by a couple of men to the place
where the buzzards wait for him, andthat Is the last of him.

United State Leuatlon In Berlin.The Inlted States government hasbeen Inquiring through the proper
channel as to tho r ".' "l I'urcuasing orerecting Its own buildings for the em- -
.rtn1. nn.? j i .... . ..vulluu5 ana several of thelarge consulates-genera- l In Europe Itmay astonish many to learn that Ber-ll- nwas found tho
ltal in the world, so far as the cost ofreal estate nnd of buildings wns con-cerned. Thenntfli ....... ...., eunaoie DU d- -lug found there for the purpose would

cost $S0O,000. The Russian embassy
building in Berlin, which is located
Unter den Linden, nnd which is, i-
ndeed, a veritable palace, so spadotu
and stately Is It, would cost about

to build ground nnd all
But It Is, too, roomy nnd elegant enough
to have served repentedly for traveling
quarters for Russian Czars passing
through Berlin. What n miserable co-
ntrast forms the excuse for an office

which the United States embassy occ-
upies in Berlin, In Kronen strasse. a

street of small shops. In the basement
of the building is a barber shop, on the
ground floor a wine and seh nanus shoa
nnd nbove the embassy ofllces reside a

score or private persons.

Useful on Battlefields.
This pannier Is for use on battlefields.

When closed lt Is carried on a mule,

TUB MBPICAT, PA JfN'IEn.
ns shown. Open, It nffords nn operating
table. With the merlicJiva nhnat on.l aur.
geon's case handy.

Mammoth Docks.
Tlie marine .wt-- r.. ...k

England, are the vnstest In the world,
lu.eruig more than 300 ncres, nnd em-
ploying some 10,000 men. Two of the
largest docks nre 000 feet long nnd S5
feet broad. All are whnt Is known as
stone graving docks. They are dug
out of a sufficient :,ngth and
width, to ennble vessels of a certain
size to be admitted, Thev nre con-
structed of grnnlte and fitted with
heavy gates; the vessel Is fionted Into
the dock and properly shored up on the
keel blocks-t-he gates nre closed-t- he
water then pumixMl out. Such dorks
nre an below the level of the dock vard.
- uus nre built with stnirs like
the seats In an nmphithenter, so that
workmen mny go up and down: and
Rrent cranes lifting forty tons nre used
u handling mnterinls. When n vessel
s completed, nil that Is necessnrv to

munch her Is to oieu the gates, fill the
dock and she flouts out without risk or
trouble. The ndvnutage of a numberor clocks nt a station Is the rendlness
with which a small vessel may 1h? put
nto a small dock nnd a large vessel In-

to a large one at once, this being done
with so much economy of time and

Providence Journal.
The Hand.

Slontalgne gives a curious nnd inter-
esting account of the Intellectual uses
X-T- t

U,h Ule hand U Wt- - He so.
Ith tlie hand we demand, we prom-

ise, we call, dismiss, threaten, entreat,
supplicate, denv ...
admire, reckon, confess, reivmt; express.. egress sname. express doubt: we
instruct, command, wru- -
swear, testify, accuse, condemn, acquit.
.""mi. uespise, defy, disdain, flatter,
npplaud, bless, abuse, ridicule, recon-
cile, recommend, exalt, regale, gladden,
complain, nflllct, discomfort, dlscour-nge- ,

astonish, exnlntm i.!i. . ..n...
nnd whnt not, with a variety nnd tuul- -

. lUI,l Ret,p jyjpp wlU)
tongue."

The Lft side of the Face.PhotOOTnnhr in . i f .' i iu uieir consutiustudy of the face, find that the left side
w .uuiv iMnsam punuM, ana

. 1 1 oiu nit wriplves a more correct likeness than
waen newed from the right


