- 00D SHIE AL ALASKA

Pfanadians Raise British Flag
on White Pass.

CONSIDERED AMERICAN SOIL

Miners Will Hesist Payment of Doties nt
That Point -Warmer Wenther Cuusos
Nush From Dyea and Skagway

Seanttle, March 7.—Five steamers
arrived from Alaska today—the Uto-
pia, Hueneme, Dol Norte, Protection
and Queen,  The Queen left Skagway
lust Bunday. . R, Knapp, of Boston,
who came down on the Queen, authiors
izes the etatément thut the Canadian
authorities rajsed the British flag on
the sonmmit of White pass on Saturday,
Pebroary 26,  Thishas heretofore Leen
witinlilovnd Avmerinan toevitare Al
Knapp's anthority for the sthtement is
the foreman of the Humbert Trns-
portation Company's pack train. He
|u|un'!|~|_! the affair to Mr, l\'||.'|||||‘ who
is connected with the compuny, just
betore the lntter left Skagway.

In reference to the report that msar-
tind law had been proclaiwed nt Skag-
way, Mr. Knonpp euid that when he left
lagt Sunday no sueh action had leen
taken: nefther was it antieipated, My,
Knapp algo said that the reports of
denths at Dyea, Skagway and on the
trinils hnd been very much expggovated,
e had made a personsl oxnnination,
antl ascertained that Eines November
1 there had bean 19 deaths at Skagway,
and 18 at Dyea. This is not at all
large, congidering the population of the
two places.

The report that two men from Daw-
son had perished on Whtie pass, with o
Inrge wmonnt of gold dust on them, is
gald by Mr. Knapp to bave no fosnda
tion,

The rivalry between the towng of
Skagway und Dyen ig chintncterizoed by
Mr, Knapp a8 buing “‘ut white heat,”
and is the renson, he thinks, that so
mnny exaggernted stories of death and
hardship are sent ont,  Each town is
doing all it can to throw diseredit on
the other,

It is feared that serions trouble will
grow out of the Capndisns® attempt to
colloet  duty on the summit of White
and Chilkoot pusses, and the Ameoricans
will rewist the payment of Jduties gn
what they consider American gronnd.
Another complicntion will resalt from
the various trnmways which wve being
copstrncted to carry freight over the
passes.  The offeinls of these tram-
witys are reported to kave declured that
any interruption with their constrae-
tion work or any attemipt 10 exercise
any right of ownerghip will be resisted,

t is thonght at Dvea and Skagwuy
that the next movement on the part of
the Canmdian anthorities wall be to
dluim govereignty over those two places,
Lust SBunday the bownidary line was at
Luke Bennett, then st Lindomann, and
now is ut the summitof the mountains,
which is only abont 20 miles from salt
witer,

Twao daye bolore the Queen left Skag-
wiy, the wind, which luwl Blown from
the north continuonsly for seven weeks,
shifted and began w blow from the
southwest, causing a genernl thuw to
set in,  The changed weather cansed
hundreds of people who had been de-

tained by the severs cold to start over |

the trails from both Skagway and
Dyea, and when the stésmer left, & gen-
eral exodus from both towns was tiking
place.  Both trails are reported in ex-
cellent condition,

A Portland Man's Opinion,

Portland, Or,, March 7.—Northwest
territory officials bave taken the initi-
ative in the contest for possession of
Summit lake, by raigsing the Canadian
flag on its shores. This lake, nccording
to Dr. Horace R. Littlefleld, one of
the best-posted men regarding Aluskan
affaire on the const, is situated, nx its
name implies, at the summit of White
pass, about 16 wmiles from Skugway,
Both the United Stutes and Cunada
cinimm ity and the dispute regarding it
hus engendered bitter feelings betwoen
Americans and Canadians in Aluska,
wliich have rapidly increased in inten-
sity of late. The American claim to
the lnke i generally considered to be
quite as well founded-us thut of Can-
atn, and the action of the Dowinion
officials is premature, il not wholly un-
Justified,

Bullering 1) Terribile

Portland, Or., March T.=Following
I8 an extract from g letter datdd Febra-
ary 41, from Rev, W. W, Warne, at
lltlnimu mignion, Chilkat, Alasks, re-
ceived by Willlsm Wadhums vesteriluy:

“Winter setin four ur five disys sigo
zi_lu] HOW We gre experiencing all the
PIROTA Of ay’Alasks winter. The suf-
iering of #mio of the newoomers ia ter-

fible, '“an Perry Humbert expedition,
Stitioned fiare,is going to lose 180 head
of horsey/und oxen in a day or two
;m'm'” they cunnot get feed. 1 have
“‘;‘:"“ % them all I had; now we are all
for JEXC0DE A few sacks of gruin [ kept

yuell, \

‘There 18 not & bale of hay to be had
in the country, and all of the gruin is
gone. My, Smith is now feeding 1,000
#acka of flour to try and tide over the
tlorm.  They have a little rice they
Will feed next. They cannot keep the
Pour animale either tied or blanketed,
48 they chew everything up.

CABINET IS ANXIOUS.,

Wants to Know When the Report May
He Expected,

Washington, Murch 7.—It waa de-
veloped this safternoon, throngh tele-
graphic correspondence between Soore-
tayr Long and Admiral Sicard, that the
oourt of inguiry is unable to fix even
un approximate date for the conclusion
of its investigation into the diznster to
the Maine, Sharing in the general
unxiety for information, Secretary Long

| today, at the instance of the cabinet,

telographed  Admiral  Sieard asking
when it was probable that the report of
the court would be made, and late to-
night the following was received:

“Secretary of the Navy—I lhave
talked with the president of the court
of inquiry and agree with him that it
is not yot possible to fix a date for the
finding, a8 g0 mueh depends upon the
progress of the divers and wreckers,
and the results they obtain, Every
effort is being made to advance the in-
quiry. The conrt intends to return to

P AlARvVILIn this eVenilng, having Hpishea

the investigation st Key West,
SICARD,”

Admiral Sicard's message is ragand-
ed as disposing of the reports that the
conrt has obtained positive or vonelu-
sive information Denring on the subjeey
of its investigution. It is tiken o
menn that upon the testimony or dis-
coveries of the divers will depemd the
finding, the exnmination of the officers
and ¢rew having been ipsofficient to
enable the court 1o even form an ideg
a8 to whut linds may be opened up from
the investigation of the wreek itself,

While the telegram was naturally
somewhiat of o disappointment, in leay-
ing the terminntion of the inguiry ag
much in doubt as ever, it wos wel-
comed as practically setting at rest the
reports as to the results of the invest.
igation up to date. It iz stated that
the bourd, in all probability, will not
return 1o Key West, the depurtment
having intimated that it wae its desire
that the examination of the oftioers und
men ghould be concluded at this sit
ting, us they are needed for reassign:
ment Lo other ships,

THE SOUND'S DEFENSES.

Contractors Ara  Offered Bonuses
Expedite the Work,

Port, Townsend, Wash,, Mareh 7.—
1t is reported here today that both firms
of contructors, now constroeting fortifi-
cations for the government nt Marrow-
stone point and Adminlty head, have
been offerad bonuses to expedite the
work.,  An additional gun pit, not pre-
viously provided on the estimates for
this yeur’s work on Admiralty biead, at
the entrance of the etraits opposite this
city, will b commenced in ashort time.
The pit will be abont 50 feet souure,
suffivient to accommodate guns and the
muchinery for operating them, In ad-
dition to the pit proper, there will be
underground rooms for storing ammini-
tiom.

The work of securing title to Land to
be used for the government fortifion-

to

Iwork of packing,

L

Warlike Preparations

Progressing.

THE RUSH AT SANDY HOOK

Fwenty New Maortars Soon to
velved and

He Ha-
Installed —More Aminu-
filtion for Brooklyn Navy-Yard.

New York, March 6. —There is o
continuanee of unwonted activity at
the New York arsenal. The shipping
of shells and other projectiles, to the
fortifications ubout the harbor
tinues, At army headquarters thoere
are no new dl-\'ulupmi'uls, anmd no or-
ders out of the customary routine are
expected. It is suid that o battery of
20 12-inch mortars will be soon re-
celved at Zany ook for lesthug befoin
they are forwarded to the points lor
which they are destined, There are a
number of unmoanted guns at the
proving-grounds awaidng the contsroe.
tion of earringes.  The sapply of win-
munition has been inereased in all the
mugazines, aud is g0 arranged that it
can be mude immediately available,

The men at the posts =eom much
more plensed at the work they have to
do thun when the gung lay idle and in
acondition nufit for aotive use, At
Sundy Hook, however, there is o slight
complaint smong the men, who say
that too much work is expected of oo
small a foree,

A Inrge consignment, of smmunition,
inclading powder and projeoctiles, ie

ready for ghipment &t the ordnance de- |

partment in the Brooklyn navysyard,
Commander Swift, who has charge
of the department, superintended the
Communder Swift
lins received instructions from Washi-
ington to forward the supplics as soon
#s poesible to Koy West, whenee they
will bee distributed among the United

| Btates wor vessels pow in that neighe

tions at Point Wilson ig being pushed |
an rupidly ax pussibile, and the work nl! liere today, in reply tou suggestion that

constroetion will be nnder way  there
enrly in the coming snmmer,

Spuin Bought Two Crolsers.
London, March 7.—Spain has  pur
chosed two ernisers which the Arme
strongs have been building for Brazil,

the Amnzonus and her sister ghip, on-|

pamed, of 4,000 tons each, 28 knots
and 10 gune,  Spain is ulso negotiat-
ing for nnd will probably
cruisers of o similur type which have
been building in France for Brazil. The
Amazonus is ready for launching, and

| Lier sister ghip will soom be ready

The Spanish government is also en.
deavoring to seoure gons and large
supplies of ammunition in Eogland
and the Continent for immediate use,

The government of Spain seems to
have funds, for it is understood to be
paying & large part of the puorchase
money in cash, giving good security
for the balance, these being the only
terms upon which the Arwstrouge
would deul.

Wil Be Anthorized,

Washington, March 7.=The sennte
committes on militory affairs today de-
cided to recommend the pussuge of o
juint resolution sathorizing the dban.
donment of the expedition for the re.
lief of the miners in the Klondike re-
gion,which was suthorized last Dovom-
ber, There solution provides for the
gale of both the reindesr and the sup-
plies purchused for the expedition.,
There war a sugeestion thut the rein
deer brought here from Norway could
be utilized by the interior department,
but the committee ook the view that
the animals ghonld be sold in prefer-
ence to holding them for any Jdeparts
ment of the government.

Proctor Saw n Fight,

New York, Murch 7.—The Herald’s
Havana correspondent eays that in his
recent exoursions Senator Proctor saw
a lively engagement between a band of
250 insurgents and an equal number of
Spanish infantry. This took place al-
mo#t within sight of Matanzus, in the
streets of which city the senator was
later approached by & messenger {rom
G
his identity and mission,

Muarines Sent West.

Atlanta, Ga., Mareh 7.—The navy
department is transferring marines
from the Atlantic to the Pacific coust.

| the testimony of

Recure WG| yiy habitial rese

eneral Gomez, who openly proclaimed
\

borhood, When asked if the consign-
ment wig not an nnusually lapge one,
Commander Swift replied that iv is
not, s that when it had been divided
up between the several ships none of
thiem will huve wore than the regular
complement in her magazines,  Many

of the projectiles are for gung of lurge |
| ealiber.

A yol no information has heen re-
ceived e to what disposition s to be
mde of the guns which have recently
boen shipped to the yard from Wushing-
ton,  These gans ure of diflerent sizes,
nmd a8 neither the Chieago nor the At-
lanta, which are being overhanled e
the yard, will be rendy o receive the
guns for at least six months, it
mored thut they are for suxilinry ves.
eols,

PROCTOR FULLY POSTED.

Hus Secn the Darkest Side of the Cubinn
Situstlon,

Havans, March 6.—A naval officer

it was a pity such an important decision
as the vepdict of the court of ingmiry
into the Maine explosion should rest
solely upon the testimony of divers,
who seemed mon of only average intel-
ligence, replied:

“*The court of inquiry has not had to

«depend upon divers’ testimony alone, '

Then, realizing that Lie ind said more
than he intended, the officer resumed
rve, It B8 believed that
Lieutenant Com-
mander Wainwright was highly impor-
tunt as bearing on the question of the
existonce of submarine mines.

Senutor Proctor hus séen mueh in o
short tume, and there is good authority
for saying that he will make the resulis
of his observations known in a strong
speech in the senate on his retorn to
Washington. Senutor Proctor, however,
siid to a correspondent:

“Certainly o peculiar state of affairs
exists.  Hesidents of Matanzas told me
that if I wished to correspond with
General Gomez they would sgend my

DUNHAM'S STORY.

olieind on the Klondike.
Located in Cirele City, 180 miles

Still [ northwest of Dawson, which all the

| river traffic to and from the Klendike
:puuwﬂ, is the man whom the United
i:-ilutea government has =ent out to
gather information regarding the Klon-
| dike which the publie muy know is e
surate—Samuel U, Danham, Mr.
| Dunhan is under the direct jurisdic:
tion of the commissioner of labor at
Washington,  All the long winter
Imonths he has hved in o room ina
| B20,000 honse ut Oirole City, # Honse
that i made of loge and boords, aod
whose real worth seems proposterous,

Mr. Dunham hus sent #ome valuable
information to Washington—or to the
United States, a8 he puts it.  While
Alaskn 18 o part of the United States
you never wonld think so if you lived
there agd heard the people talk, They
always Tefer to the rest of the nation
A ““Back in the Stutes, "

AL = sale o 84y thut of the thonsands
| already en ronte to the new Eldorado
only a small percentage are aotually
aware of tho real conditions that exist
in the lind of thel¥ destinntion, As
gorgeous pictures of wenlth have been
puinted for their edification as imagin-
ition could devise. and that s why
the cold Tacts that have come to us hy
the aid of carrder, dog aml sledge, and
tfinnlly the United States mail, orente
something of u feeling of astonishment.

Mr. Danham tells us that thero s
not wark for the people who are al-
ready in the Klondike, and that before
the spring rush is half over the conn-
try will teem with the destitute and
homeless.  However, the destitntion
15 IOt NOW &0 greal ax it wag imagined
would be the cuse, nnd thig because it
ans been found possible for the differ-
ant cnmps o help one another.

When Mr, Dunboam’s report, which
18 now on its way, reaches Washington,
ttwill be ment to congress at  once,
bt owing to the fuct that the report is
nop likely o rench the department be-
fore Muarch, after the Klondike emigra-
tion has pagsed flood tide, Mr. Dunlinm
s decmed it best to forward the more
important  fucts here presentad,  lo
bie lutest letter to the Commissioner of
Labor Mr., Dunham savs:

“Lam making fair progress on my
report, and have reached o point where
Lean give an outline of its practical
featpres. 1 have completed an intros

| dnotion, giviog . short sketeh of the

is ru- |

letter to him and have an answer buack |

in a ghort time.""
The Fleet at Hong Kong.

Madid, March 5. —=The publie is much
exerciged over the report of the pres
ence of a squadron of United Stutes
wurships at Hong Kong, as it is pre-
sumed the vessels intend to throuten
Manila, the capital of Philippine
island, in the event of war betweon the
United Stutes and Spain.

Imparcial, in an article headed **To
Maunila, to New York,” quotes an  un-
numed bigh personuge who scouts the
idea of an dimminent rupture, and says:

“The presence of wurships at Hong
Kong i only Washington's polioy with
4 view to contenting the jingoes''

The high personuge is gaid to have
added: “*But America bas not #0 many
waurshipsas to warrant such bold action,
I the Yankees go to the Phitippines,
the Spaniards will go to New York."

El Globo remarks: “The govern-
ment is still alive to the eritical giloa-
tian, and i8 silently preparing for the
worst.  But it is oo diplomatic to dis-
close the procedure by which iv is pre-
paring for emergencies,’” -

Sun Francisco, March 5.—The war
department has issued orders for the
immediate transfer of ammunition from
theé Benicia arsenal to this city. The
object is to supply the needs of the

mpede as L saw it from the other side
oi the moontainyg o chapter on  the
Klondike contuining the first acenrate
acconnt of the orviginal discovery and
the development of the mines, anid
what 1 hope  will prove nn approxis
mately correet stutemoent of the ontpnt
Lo excoedingly Lhaed subiject to linndlo);
L chapter on Diowson and  its surrounds-
ings, giving full information relative

| to wages, cost of living, opporiunities

for employment, ete,, and ending up
with an weconnt of the food famine sl
the exodus, and achupter on navigation
of the Yukon,

1 buve well ander way a chapter on |
Circlo Qity and the Birch Crook dis-
trict, und have all necessary data for
one on mining  laws and  loenl  regnla-
thons, ineidentally tonehing on the only
form of government that has boeen
known here previous 1o the present
venr—uiners' meetings,  Inowddition
to these 1 shull give considerable spiee
to the trails and the best weans of got-
ting here, expense, ete,; the best rontes
for ruilronds, which we assome wri
bound to come within a few  vears, nl-
though we do not know what is going
on outside; the possihbilitios in agrival.
ture, which are considernble in the
Yukon valley, as wheat, oats, and veg-
etubles of muany kinds ean bo grown
here successfully; the outlook from the
commercinl point of view, ete,

YA thousand pages could be written
on the sitnation without exhavsting the
subject or the reader; but I shall stop
short of 400 typewritten puges. It s
excesdingly diflenlt o get information
here, on seeount of the great distwnoee
und the unsetthed condition of the pah
Lie mind on the food question, Iy is
hard to work when one heurs eonstint-
I¥ on every hand storien of starvation
anil death from exposure. 1 consider
the situation grave, bot not despernte,
There is fowd ar Fort Yukon for oo
wmore men than are wintering there,
and this oun be freighted 1o Dawson
or purt of Dawson ean go to it, It moy
be that the transportution companics
o feed the populition next vear, bt
1t is doubted here,

Y1 bave secured so accorate state-
ment of the amount of freight landed
in Dawson by the stewmvers durdog the
season, mude vp from Uhe g leets of
thie hoatsand from informuetion obitaloed
from the it of the compunies,
Lews than 2,700 tons reached thore. anid
Detween TO00 unmd 300 tons of this con-
sisted of furnitore, whisky, havdwaire,
ete,—less than 2,000 wne for 5,000 men,

{and much of it was consnmed during

the summer.  Prices are inoreasing in
Dawson, flour selling for #1560 a bhun-
dred and muny more other staples in
proportion. Luxuries are not quoted,

WEEKLY MARKET LETTER.

Interesting Report of o Government Trade Conditions In the Leading Citles

of the World,

It heging to look ns if Leiter, for all
his impudence inignoring the advice of
Tom, Dick, Harry and other old time
spedilutors, knew something about run-
ning o wheat deal.  Where wheat will
get to i8  beyond anybody's ken.
Armour suys there is no renson why it
shoulid not be put to $1.60.  Headds he
18 & Lelisyer in high prices for another
yeur, Leiter talks $1.25. No human
being cun foreonst n market with eer-
tainty, for it would be no market if
suih u thing were possilile.  Leiter ap-
precistes this or he wonld not now be
marketing his cach holding, The spec-
nlators with widest exporience agree
that the Leiter control is as complete
ns unyihing homan conld be. There
has never been a time, though, and
nevir will be, when there are not con-
tingencies enongh about the wheat sit-
uation to keep it exciting. The Leiter
wheat interest continues larger than
uny thot ever existed before. It was
deemed extruordinary early in February
that he should extend his purchases
into May. He hns not stopped st that.
He lins gone into July, His risks on
Ivis camh lines in the pit have been re-
dneed by his recent sales, but his line
in the pit have been incrensed, The
whele effort has been of late to cheapen
the average holding, and it would look
ns il snecess hud attended that,  Leiter
haw lost more or less wheat on “ealls,'’
What he has done in the pit is mere
gudes work.,  The *'talent'' believe his
May line a very commanding ane, some-
where between 6,000,000 bushels and
10,000,000 bushels, His sccumulations
of July wheat last week might eamly
huve reached 2,600,000 bushels, per-
haps double that: The figures seem
graudiose,  Loiters' ideas of quanti-
ties nre, however, different from the
ordinury trades, It will be no exag-
geration, in the estimation of any pro-
fesnionnl in this market, to put Leiter's
interest, with all his recent cash sales,
20,000,000 bushels. His present
profits, on paper, must be astounding,
cisily #2,000,000, perhaps double that.

It Leiter continues to be favored to
the end as he hing been in the past the
gtory of his huge wheat operations will
road hike an aciental one, the plans too
mugnificent, the results too extraordi-
niry to be everyday,

Portlund Murket.

Wheat—Walla Walla, 74 @ 7060; Vale
ley nnd Bloestem, 77@78¢ por bushel.

Il ir—DBast griules, §5.85; graham,
§14. 800 suporfine, $2,26 per barrel.

Outs—Uhoice white, 30 87c; choice
gruy, #4 @ 840 per bushel,

Harley—Feed barley, $10@20; brew-
ing. #20 per ton.

Millstiffa—HRran, §10 per ton; mid-
dlings, $24; shorts, $20.

Huy—Timothy, $12.50; clover,
#l0@1l; Californin wheat, $10; do
vat, #11; Oregon wild hay, $0@10 per
L.

Egpe—1015@11 Yge por dozen.

Butter—TFancy crenmery, 50 @ Sbo;
fiir 1o good, 46@000; dairy, 86 @46e
per roll.

Chevse — Oregon,  12'50;  Young
Amerien, 1836 14e; Californin, 9@ 100
per ponnd.,

Poultey—Chickens, mixed, $4.00@
4.50  per dozen; hens, $4.606@5.00;
geese, §6.00@7.00; ducks, $6.00@ 6,00
per duzen; turkeys, live, 11@12¢ por
potied,

Putitoes—Oregon Burbanks, 40 @ hoo
per sack; sweets, $1,76@32 per cental.

Onions—0Oregon, $2.20@2.00 per
suck.

Hops—4@18c per pound for new
crop; 1896 crop, 4@ 6o,

Woaol—Valley, 14@16c per pound;
Faswern Oregon, 7@ 120; mohair, 20
@320 per pound.

Mutton—tarons, best sheep, wethers
and  ewes,  de; dressod  mutton,
Te; wpring lambs, 6e per ponnd,

Hous—Giross, choice heavy, $4.26;
Hglitand feeders, §3.00@ 4. 00; dressed,
$5.000@ 5, 50 per 100 pounds.

Heef—Giross, top steers, £3.60@ 8. 75;
cows, $2.600 dressed beef, 61 @7e per

il

Venl—Large, G@bi¢o; small, 6@
o per ponnd,
Sentile Market,
Botter — Faney  native  ereameory,
brivk, 2703 ranch, 22@ 28¢c.
Chevse—Native  Washington, 180;

Unlitornin, 93¢0,

Lisge—Fresh ranch, 18¢,

Ponltry—Chickens, live, per pound,
hens, 12e; spring chickens, $2.60@
8 ou; ducks, $3.60@ 8. 75,

Whent—Feod whoeat, $28 per ton.

Outs—Chioiee, per ton, $23,

Corn—Whaole, $2%; cracked, per ton,
$24; feed menl, $28 por ton.

Harley—HRolled or ground, per ton,
$24; whole, $22,

Huy=—Puget sound, new, per ton,
F12w@ 14; Eastern Washington timothy,
$18; alfalfn, $12,

Fresh Meats—Choloe dressed Leef,
steers, 7lge; cows, 650 mutton shesp,
Blge; pork, 6lge; veal, pmnll, 8,

Fresh Fish—Halibut, 6@ 7e: salmon,
dei  salmon  tront, 100;  flounders

simply commanding what a man {feels | 04 sole, B@4; ling cod, 4@ b; rock cod,

digposed to pay for them. Dogs have
sold as high us #8500 apiece thero, and

by wmelt, 25§ G de,
Fresh Fruit—Apples, 60ca§1.756 pee

$300 has been offered and refused here, | DOX: pears, 2667060 per box; oranges.

“Our mail earrier s still here,
strandoed—without dogs or provisions to
get out.  The government pays 000
for & trip that costs $2, 500,
blumes the poor carrier, but everybody

mortar batteries and heavy ordnance at | damws the governme it s»4 the con-

the Presidio and Black point.

traclore.

navels, $2@8 per box.

San l’unnlul-n_llurkal.
Wool—Novadn 1@ 18c; Orogon, 19

Nobiody | @ 14¢; Northern 7@8¢ per pound,

Hops—121¢ @ 17 Yg¢ per ponnd.
Millstnfls—Middlings, $22 @25; Cal-
Hornia bran, $17.00@18.50 per ton,




