N connection with the celebration of
Lincoln's birthday 1t will not be ont of
place to reproduce from the New York
Herald n part of the description of his
nxsnesinntion glven by the poet, Walt
Whitman, who wns present in Ford's
Thenter when the fonl deed was done:

“Ihere Is a scene In the play (‘Our
Amerienn Cousin') representing n modern
parlor, in which two unprecedented Eng-
lish Indies are informed by an Impossible
Yankee that he is not & man of fortune,
and, therefore, undesirnble for marringe
eatching purposes; after which, the com-
ments hning finlahed, the dramatic trio
muke exit, lenving the stage clear for a
moment,

“At this period came the murder of
Abrahwm Lincoln,  Great as was all its
munifold  teain  eleeling round it, and
stretehing iuto the future for many a cen.
tury, in the politics, history, art, ete., of
the New World—in point of fiet the main
thing, the aetual murder, transpived with
the quict and simplicity of any commonest
aceurrence—the bursting of a bud or pod
in the growth of vegetation, for ingtance,

“Phirongh the general hum following

the stage pause, with the change of po- [

aitlon, enme the mutlled sound of o pistol
shot, which not oue-hundredth part of
the audience heard at the thoe, and yet
nomoment's  hush,  somehow, surely n
vague startled theill, and then, throngh
the ornnmented, dreaperied, starred and
atriped spoee way of the P'resident’s box,
o sudden fighre, 0 oman eadses himselt
with hands and feet, stands o moment on
the vailing, leaps below to the stoge, o
distanee of perhaps fourteen or fifteen
fegt, falls ant of position, entching his
boot heel dn the  copions  deapery—the
Amerienn flag—falle on one knee, quickly
recovers Himself, vises as It nothing had
hnpipetied (he renlly spralned his ankle,
bt wnifelt then),

“And g0 the fignree, Bootls, the murder.

{Liveonss.

to the presidency severnl Indies who had
gathered at the old homestead nt Spring-
field testified their glee by using the hnt
us n football,

A few of us went over to nusist Mrs,
Lincoln about the supper which was to
e given some gentlemen who had come
in to hear the returns, It was nfter mid-
nlght before enough had been Jearned to
warrant the belief that our eandidate had
been elected,  We went nearly wild with
Jox, and congratulated Mr. Lincoln most
heartily.

Bomeone saw the famons “stovepipe”
in' the hall and, solalog 1, threw 10 L o
the eeiling, Another eanught it, and then
It went the ronnds till it fell to the foor,
when one geve It u kiek, and then nn-
other, and another gave the hat a send-
off, until it wnx so battered that It had
lost nll resemblance to Its origingl ghape,
Mr. Lineoln looked on soad smilied good-
natursdly at the childish performance,—
Philadelphin Record,

I't has never been satisfactorily explain-
od why the 14th of Februnry Is ealled St,

Valentine's Dy, 1t has beew aseribed ns
telng numed after Valentine, who suffer-
o martyedom as o presbyter of  the
church, under Clondins, abont 270, but
nowhere i the history of his life can there
be found the least ineident connected with
him thut could possibly have given rise
to the proctiee of thut day, unless as some
nuthorities clnim, Valentine being a man
possessd of great love and charity, his

or, dressed In plnio Wlaek brondeloth, bare
Lendd, with tull glossy, eaven haie, nud ¢

Bix eves ke some mud anfmonl's, floshing
with Hght nnd resolution, yet with n cor-
tnip strange enlmness, holds nloft in one
hond o lirge kolfe, wolks nloug, not mtch
Baek froan the footlights, turns fully Lo-
wined the podivnee, his faee of stataesgne
bendty, Ht by those buwilisk eyes, flash-
ing with desperation, poerhnps insanity,
lnupches out in o fiem and steady volee
the words, ‘Sie sempor tyrannis’ ool
then walks, with nelther slow nor very
ripid pree, dingonnlly aeross 1o the back
of the stuge, and disnpenrs.

“A moment’s hush, o sevenm, the ory of
mwurder, Mrs, Lineoln leaning ont of 1he
box with ashy cheeks nnd lips;, with in-
voluntary ery, pointing to the retrenting
figure, ‘He hos killed the President?’

“Aud st aowoment's strange, ineroil-
ulous suspense—-nml then the change!-—
then that mixture of horror, nolswes, un-
cortninty—the sonnd somowherp ook of
a horse's hoofs elattering with speed—the
people buest throvgh ehinies nod mdlings
and break them npg there s inex § able
eonfusion and terror; women fiine; guite
techbe porsons full and are tenmpled ong
winny erler of agony are heards the hrond
stngee suddendy fills wo suffoention with o
dense and motley erowid, like some horri-
ble earnival; the nudience rush genereally

~BOOTH FIRES THE FATAL SHOT,

name wax thus honored and revered, but
this iden docs not seem plaosible,

Some nuthorities have given the suppo.
sition eredence that it Is possibly deriy-
el from the custom practiced by the ane
clent Ohurell of Rowe, to chooke on this
dny patrons for the ensuing yenr, snd
wits perhaps tnkon up by galloutey wfter
it wos dropped by eompulsion by the sl
erstitious ut the reforwntion, fur sinee
that time the custow of choosing yilen-
tines was u sport practieed by the Eng-
lish gentey ax early as 1470 in thelr homoes,
but as all this s an oneertainty, wo nre
left in the dark os to the troe orlgin and
purpose of 8t Valontine's Day,

I ds o coremony' said Bourne, “'ney-
or omitted nmong the vulgar to deaw lots,
which they term valentines, on the eye
before Valentine Day.  The names of o
select numbier of the sex ave, by nn eaunl
niiher of another, put in some vessel:
and after thot everyone denws n nnme,
which for the presont s ealled their val-
entine, and is looked npon a5 o good omen
of thelr belng man and wife afterwneds "

I some pluees, we are toll, the eus-
tom was considered heathenlsh, and
abolish it the unmes of cerinin snints
were written in billots and given, and this

may have been the true reason why Val-
pntine was chosen to be thesnint for that
day, but why the practice of wending or
choosing valentines wasd any more l_mnh-
enislh than mwuny another enstom i not
elear,  They were all foolish, supersti-
thame oaianes, )

In 1779 o sport was Indulged in during
the month of Febpnary, when the girls
burned n figare which they stole from
the boys, and which they wlIIui]: “A Holly-
Boy,” and the boys stold o lgure _n'um
the givls which they burned, calling it un
“lyy-Girl”

It is nltogether probable that the cus-
tom of sending written love messages on
that doy orlginated at the time of Queen
Catherine, cousort of Henry IV., when
Lydgate, the Monk of Bury, wrote the
following lines In pruise of the queen:

Seynte Valentine, of custom yeere by yecte
Men have an naaunes 1o thls regloun
To loke nuid serche capldes RKalendere,
And chose theyr choyse, by grete nffec-
cloun
Such as ben prike with eupldes mocloun,
Takyng theyr choyre, astheyr sort tnth
fulle;
But 1 love oon which excelleth alle,

A VALENTINE.

Dear little mald In l]ll" neariet hood,

Fennw von're merey, Vm suse Jol're g0,

Your Httle blue skirt 16 pitelied nnd frayed,

You've n shoestring bow on your towaled |
birald, 1

Your shioes nee stubby, snd squace, and ol |

Your ravelllng mittens let In the eold;

Hut you pags each day when the school-bell
rings,

Merrlly makling the best of things

Hopplty-skipping, 1 wateh you come,

Army entwined with o glggling chom,
Horne on the brest of @ wave of girls,

A motley tosslng of hoods and varls,
Friends behind you and friends before
Surging In shouts to the schoolhouse door—
Homely and happy, und shabby and proud,
The langhtog gueen of the chattering crowd,

Wise lttle muld of the hundread felendy,

Chieerlly taking what fortune sends,

Your nose s snub and your mouth ls wide

(I'vi seen i cooky tucked whole Inside!)

And freckles nll over your ronnid cheeks e

Like elppnumon spriokivd on pimplin-ple;

But your eyes are gay, and yonr laugh s
sweel,

As you bopplty-skip down the dingy street.

Denar lttle mald 1o the searlet bood,
1 am your feiend, nid wiil you be mine?
1 know son're merey, ol sure you're good,
And 1" 1k m, ense, for my valentine,
=Youth's Companlon.

LINCOLN AS A DOORKEEPER.

How Abe Pinped on the Badge and
Did Duty for n Time,

James Blter is one of the oldest door-
keepers in the War Depurtient nt Wash-
ington, and bos been stationed at the
Seventeonth street entrance of the Wine
der Building for mnny years, verapying
n chuir in which resident Lineoln sat
while he acted ns doorkeeper in pluce of
Mr, Elter. Spenking of the incident, Mr,
Elter said:

“Oue day a tull, lnuk gentleman came
to the entrapee und nsked me it the See
retary was in, and 1 told him uoe, that it
was too enrly for him. He then asked at
what hour he would be lkely to tind him,
fod I otold him, With o pleasant “Thank
you' (svmething we dou't alwnys get) he |
willeed wwuy, At the hour 1 told him the |
Secretury wonld be In he ngain walked

up the steps and psked me it T would not

go to the Sceretney’s room and el him

thint he wished to see him, 1 told him 1

could not leave my post,

" *0h, that is wll right. T am Mr. Lin-
eoln, und T will keep door while you de-
liver my messige, Tell him that 1 want
to see him here in the lower hall,  With
this the President unpinned my badge,
stuck it In lis own coat, and took my
chait, I bostened to  the  Seerctary's
room, nmd soon the two were together
near me, but v quiet and enrnest talk,
I never Jdid know why Mr, Lincoln (i
not want te go to the Seeretury's room,
but I know that T prize this chaie. 1
call it Abe Lineoln. No doubt that was
the only time a Prestident ever ncted ng o
doorkeeper,”

A St Valenting's Ten.

A St Valenting's ten may be enasily
made o very chnrming little festivily, The
guestd shoull consist of o few  bright
yonng people, and the whole affair should
be eonducted in oa spirit of fan and ine
formality, A sentimental quotation should
e written on the name ened at each plate,
taking enre that it has some appropriate-
nesd to the guest, The prevadling coloes
in flowers or ather table decoration shonld
be plnnk aned white, Al the dishes should
b suitable to the occaslon, at least in

| FOR DUTY OFF CAPE HATTERAS.

| finally suceeeded. Tt Is the steam light-

A SKATE THAT PROMISES

—

GREAT SPgep,

old fce cradle skate,

with two sets,

—New York World.

A novelty in skates, said by experts to promise an improvemes
ful winter exervise corresponding to the improvement made
in bieyeling, has been invented by n Brooklyn man,
on rollers attached to a metal strip shaped moch like the
The rollers—three in nnmber—are
on its own axle, redueing friction in the minimom,
and net as runners aud wheels together, the edges taking hold
ont with a grip much tirmer than the old-style runners are o
how sharp they may be, and sliding over the ice when the
with vastly less loss of power than the steel blndes that hinve
The wheels or rollars are adjustable, and ench pair of skates ix
One set is to be of thin steel, for the use of hockey plarery o
fancy skaters; the other set will be thicker and less guttered, tor ordiiary )

ut in the ke
by the Tenmatis i
The new sknte | LR
runner or blade of iy
in line nud revolyg d
They nre of steel, ptieg
of the leedn strikig
apable of, ne TR
WORECE I8 in mall
been 50 long iy el
to be providd

Lightahip No. 69 to Constantly Patrol

the Dangerons I amond Shoals,

From the day that the ploneers from
old England settled Jamestown to the
present time Hatteras indet and Cape
Hatterns bave been looked upon with
superstitious horror by spamen . No
polut on the Atlantie geabonrd Is or
ever has been as fatsl to shipping or
the lives of the men who go to seq In
ships, The natural dangers arising
from sunken®reefs and treacherous
gamdds have been augmented by the fre-
quency of flerce storms along that por-
tlon of the coast, It has been so cus-
tomary for wvessels to sirlke heavy
wenther and heavier seas while pass-
ing Hatternsthatevery shipmaster who
must sall by It always prepares for n
bad time of it The nuthoritles have
striven for many years to provide some
means by which the ensualties might
be reduced, Tt looks as If they had

eyes than this does from our awn s
slght.

Creatures that see without eye
by means of thelr skins, All skins, u
D, Nugel, are potential eyes; tha
they are sensitive to light, In gy
that have eyes the sensitivenes b
been highly localized nod greqtly |
crensed—so that man, for Instanee
a retina very sensitive to ght, and
expanse of ordioary skin which
sesdes o sensitiveness to Hght &0 sid
that It Is hardly consclous of it §
his skin Is sensltive in some degr
as 18 provedd by the fact that It suaby
—that 18, Ught may cause a disty
ance In the plgment of the skin fn
a5 1t does In that of the eye. Iy
eye the disturbance is aecompanied i
i nervous change, which seods a e
graphle messige along the optie nerva
and there dre messages, nlso, bt thel
tidings Imprint no Tmage on the mind
they simply express discom{ort—
out “sunburn.”

But In many eoyeless croatures th

THE NEW LIGHTSHIP.

ship, known as No, ), which will go
into commission off Diamond shoal.
Dinmomnd shoal I8 the graveyard of
the seas of the western continent.
More hapless vessels have foundered
nnd bee npounded to bits on Its reefs
than on any other reef In the Atlantie,
on the western side. It projects out
from Cape Hatterasseven miles lito the
ocenn, Efforts to bulld stationary lights
there have falled. Seventy-five thou-

e, and ench one accompnnied by a
suggestive couplet, to be rend nlond by
the sorver,

A Good Postman,
If 1 were o postman
I'd learn how to lowe
The letters that vex
And that earry bad news,
But 1'd pack such n stoek
Inmy bag, "twould e gueer

If you didn’t have yalentines
Twelve times n year.

npon ity at least the strong wmen do; the
netors and netresses ave all there in their
plny costumes aml palnted  fuecow, with
morial fright showing throngh the ronge;
the sereams divd ealls, confused tnlk re-

donbiled, trelléd, twao or three mnnpge to
Poks up WHter fron the stnge tothe Pees-
fdout’s box: others try 1o elamber up,

“In the mbdst of all this the soldiers of
the President’s guard, with others sodden
Iy drnwn to the seone, aest ine-sotape 00
nltogother; they storm the house, throngh
all the tlers, especlally the UPPOE  Ones,
foftamed with fury, lterally ohincglng the
audicnee with fixed bayonets, muskets
aud pistols, shonting ‘Clear out!  Clear
ont!

“Such the wild scene, of n suggestion
of It rather, lnshde the playliouse that
nlght,”

Footbrll with Lincoln's Hat.

The favorlte hnt worn ]r}‘ Abralinm

It hoaw |
been deseribod ns n foot high, with a brim

Lincoln was a tall “stovepipe.”

almost ns wide ne n Southern sombrero,
Many avcedotes wre comnectod with that
gamons tall hat.  Ton it My, L‘.:'.-':-In car
gled many valuable papers, the belefs of
bis law eases, and other doctiiments,

Oun the night of Mr, Lincoln's election

A
P2GGING
PALEN TING

. X

A

sand dollars was dropped  ioto  the
ocean 1o the effort to sink a calsson
there which would withstand the force
of the seas. The money I8 there, but
the eaisson would not stay sunken, The
| attempts to bulld a skeleton honse for
this dangerous reef have never been
deemed practieal, and the necessity of
puatting in a lghtship was enforeed hy
the floating off of the calsson. Hence
| the geneals of this Hghtship,

No. 69 will be on constant duty at
Diamond shoal. 8hie will anclior In still
weather and rely on her powerful

Serew to malnialn her position during
the gales which sweep ber station, She
s equippad with exceptionally power-
| ful engines and serew, set up for this
express purpode, She s n sister to
lghtelilp No. 08, now on duty at Fire
Island, In New York harbor. No. 60
| will show disappearing lghts of GOO-
candle power from her two stout
| musts. A fourtecn-ineh chlme whistle
| will sound In foggy weather, and she
| will also be provided with a large bell.

Eyes Not Necessary.
Eyes are popularly cousidered to be
quite necessary to slght, but this 1s an
|error, If we are to belleve Dr, Nagel,
4 recent German experimenter, Many
creatures without eyes can see; at
least they can distinguish perfectly
well between light nnd darkness and
even between different degrees of
light. This s the lowest degree of see-
|1ng, to be sure, but still It 1s really
Blght, and Alfferlng scarcely more from
the vision of some Insects that possess

lack of eyes 18 In purt made up iy
crensed sensitiveness of the whole s
surface to light, Dapwin long ago £
ticed that earth worms, although th
have no eyes, will suddenly withidr
into thelr hioles at the approach of
lighted eandle, Some crentures S5
most sensitive to sudden increase
light; others to sudden dim!nution.

—
Bie John Macdonanld's Advice.
Sir Johin Muedonald was theguest
honor at a banquet In Montreal 9
evening and was expectid 1 sunk;
speech of much pelitieal moment.
Star gent a ghorthnml wan with |
.structions to take down Sir Job
worids exnctly as they were uttered.
was @ great banguet and wine fow
fréply, After the speech the n?I"-"f‘
hastened to the oflice to transeribe
notes, Kor the life of uim he ol
not make out what 8ir John hind hi‘
tnlking about. He hurrled off mﬁ
premier and went over the speech :
fully with him and stralghitensd Iilt
Thanking Sir John most gratefully,
was abont to rush back, when
statesman, taking him by the 24:
sald: “My dear friend, you a 3“
The world is before you, 10 01( ‘
have seen much of life, its trinls
temptations. Let me veniure ns
full of experience to offer you 8
words of adviee'—Iit was the prow
moment of the reporter’s lfe. 110
all expectancy. ‘‘Be sure ni\;J‘;l
sure, my young friend, that W um
try to report a speech you are qu
ber.'—New York Fress.

et
Mr. Hardegg Hugs 8 Job.
Some of the consular offices 3‘_
United States have been held b3
gnme men for twenty Fears
Hardegg hns been consul 1o
twenty-slx yeuars.

an
gyl

There 1s an Independent mf::
awalting the lnventor of a t71

maching that will spell correctlys




