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We all thought Pyrites SBam was a
fool the very dny he struck the cnmp,
but were not nbsolutely certaln until
the pight he came In with lis pockets
full of pyrites of fron, and taking each
man  #slde privately  informed him,
with wany injunctions®as to secrecy,
that te hod discoversd and loeated u
bruss mine, . As n rule we had grown
very tired of initinting every tendorfoot
that came along into the mysteries of
quartz minlng: showlog them the Jdif-
ference between  gold-bearlng  quarts
and c¢ountry tock; between a trog 18-
sure and contact veln; between gran-
e, porphyry, schist, spar, serpentine,

1o, & £ B,
ete; of shnfts, tunnels, stopes,
winwes, and deifts; of the manipula-
ton of the horn spoon or gold pan; low
to distingnlsh the resnltant sedlnent,
I gold, from miea, prrites or sulphure-
etsl o o owoprd, teneliing them In an
bour or two all we md learned after
years of toll and privation. We had
renched this stnge of the “tired feeling®
when Sam brought in his “brass’ specl-
moens, and nol 0 moan of us would tell
Wl what 1t was, “Ub-huly™ we sald,
A& e carefully exhiblted his deceptive-
looking find: Whnt did we think of 1%
Why, it was a great find and very high-
grade ove—Ir it was brass, “If"—why,
of course |t was brass; look at It; any-
body couldsee what It was, We admit-
dedd that they could; yes, anybody that
knew anything ot all. So we permitted
Snm o work away In ignorance on hilg
clulm for two weeks—untll he récelved
returns from the snmple sent to Los
Angeles for assay.  Then the “Brass
Monkey," as Sam ealled It, shut down,

et of trends, dlps,
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of the Impression that he “didn't have
nny more seuss than the law allowed."
Therefore, It was accepigd as o matter
of course, when a tenderfoot struck
cap one day in the first stiges of des
ert fover, that Sam should take entire
charge of Wm and dose him with wild
gge and “squow™ teq and concoct ap-
petlzing dishies from bacon, beans, Tlce
and four, ‘Some of us dropped In oc-
casionilly on our way to or from work
to lenrn the patlent's condition and to
offer suggestions, but Bam was consid-
ered head nurse,

As o “stayer,” malarlal or Chagres
fever 1s not to e compored to desert
Lever, Lhe Intrer deags along gnd
hangs on day after day. wiek nfter
week, aud althongh the patlent may be

or dles,  This was the condition of that
tenderfool, Durlng the middle of the
Aoy he dragged himzelt about the camp
in the sun, but the cemalnder of the
time he spent In his bunk In his tent,

assembled In the “Hedrock,” Sam enme
in, and,
nlone, vontrary to his vsual custom,
then tarned hig back on  the crowd,
leaned Lls elhow on the bar and gazed
ont Into the darkness, at the same time
twisting  his mustache flercely, as If
worrled over something,

“What's wrong, Sam? Patlent dead 2
sonie one asked. '

“No," sinld 8am, “but he's a-layin® up
there wishin® he was. T tell you, pard-
ners)” he contluned, turning to the

nd hie went to prospocting again. We

crowd, “I've been In hard luck myself
—50've all of us, I guess—an' seen oth-
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never aslied hilm any questions, it he l
volunteered the Information that I
wis of gomd ore, but st that Astance |
from a rallroad It eonld not be handlel 4
ot a profit. One doy one of the boys
found bis certitente Blowing nbout the
campe It contiinesd no figures, only n
Etntement of what s fid consisted,
and thnt hevenfter to Insure an answoer
he lind better inclose n stamp, as the of-
fice could not aMord to lose the postage
In replying to the queries of alfalfa
miners, The Under twmeked this on te
the postotfice door, int Bam ouly grin
ned ond sald “we all got to learn.”
He was so porsistent and Industeiony
in hix determination to “steike It eleh”
thnt we finally began te have o fellow-
feeling for him and to appreclate his
plock: sympnthy he dld not neesd.  He
wus Jolly and goodanatoeed, diil not
drink to exeess and was never kiuown
to tarn n eard for money. Lo o frelend-
Iy game In bis tent the sageestion of
Ydraw™ at only a dollae Nmit wis al: |
Witys et by hls gulet statement that |
he never played for woney, that he wos
ralsod different, and, bestdes, his mon.
ey “cnme so hard” that he koew he
would be o bad loser, e was alwiys
roady with his sympathy when anotl-
er's Jedge “plnched,”  “petered”  or
“broke oft,” amd enconraged him all he
conld; always had n song or o story for
4 bad night; and In the evout of slek
uess or Injury bad some siwple remed L
In the way of poultiees that bils molher
“used to use,” In fact, he wak one of
those happy-goducky, Ught-hoarted fol.
lows, handy about camp and s friend

“LOOK e RE, PARTNERS:

LET'S ANSWER

ers 1o hined, luck, bus that poor cuss up
there's {n the bhavdest strenk of luek 1
ever see, He's plum dowi to Dedeosek
nn' mury colop,”

“That’s nothin Sam: we've nll been

nlile to erawl about hie 1s wenk, debili-
tated and nerveless and “don't eare 04
rattle out of the bhox" whether he lviess

golng up to the bar, drank

One plght, when most of the boys werg |

BESSLIE S

mortgage was due T sold the cow ani
took some of the money you left me to
live on and pald the six monthy’ buck
luterest. Now lhe sayk, as the mortgage
s due, he must have hls money and
will foreelose, T tried all the companles
and banks to borrow the money to pay
him, Dut they all say it $2,000 18 too
hig a loaw on the pln--e-{tiw}- won't lonn
over 81,000, aud he woid't take a second
mortgnge (o secure the other $500. Yet
it does sepm hard, when the place
ougly to be worth three times $1,500,
U'vetried every way to sell {t, but 1 can't
gt no one to give anything nbove the
wortgnge,  Everyboldy knows it ls
mortgiged and fire walting to buy it at
Sherllfs sule. Rhondes knows this, too,
and now he says 1t will save us lots of
trouble pul costd 1F we will glve Wim a
quitelnim deed and sareender  pepess
ible possession. T begged bim to walt
nowhile, but after he had learned you
hdd gone out to the wlnes he sald he
would not walt o day; thnt you were on
n wilil-goose chiase, nml, dear husbund,
I even inthuated that he belleved you
were ngver coming ek toous,  That
made me angry, and 1 may have sald
things to him that | should not, bhut 1
conld not help It,  Now, dear hushand,
Lo not stay here nfter having sold
the vow; there s nothing to do here,
You know, except washing and lroning
aud  house-clenning, and 1 am not
strong enough for that. Mre. Simmons

Pl ke Bessle and let bee help swith

this Bonseswork anid go to sehool, and 1

Wil sell the ehlekens, pigs snd furnl-

ture and take e Charlie and go to
Cloveland to try toget sewlng of sonie-
thing. Tt will be, o, 80 haed, but it
vt not he helped, Now, denr hushamd,
o not. worry; we will get along some
way. Remember the words of the
prophet: 'Onee 1 was young, but now
1 na cold, but never have 1 seen the
tighteous forsnken or thelr seed begs
ging bread. Now, dear hushand, take
eare of your health, and If you do not
find anything out there soon, come
back to us, we miss you, ol, 50 much,
Every night Bessle prays for her g,
‘way out in the mines,” nod that e may
find something ricli, You may be supre
that I echo her prayers, Wrlte as soon
ns you get this, dear husband, for I ean
not stuy here long. Your loving wife,
SMAGGIR)Y

This letter was passed around; two
or three started tooread It alowd, but
they' broke down, and 1t was sllently
pussed from one to another, It was
well for Mr. Rhoades that he was not In
enmp,

“He told me all about It." sald Sam.

PRAYER"

YThey was five aores In the home iee
that he got from Wis father's eatity
close to town, 40 he bought five more
Juinin's mortgagin® the ten to make np
the balanee of the moenvy, He'd d-mnde

there many n time, What's the wattey | 10 ol vight, but tines got haed, an® first

=out of grub "

“Naw, e aln't ont o' grab, an' won't
be ns long's Sam's gol wny; but i's

one, then anotoer of them got slek an'
e hid o keep on w-mortgagin’, He
see he could never pay out, so he come

somebody else. 1 got n letter for Wl | out I"‘_“‘ to see 1f he couldn't strike it,
to-1ay on the stage an’ took 1t down to | leavin® nearly nll the money they had

Bl After be read 1t e Jest turnsd
over with his back to me an’ nld quiet

l

with his wife, an' thix cuss Rhbondes
“uyin "that he'd let the wortgnge stan’

but  purty soon I shifted to whepe l':lltllltlwr year. now—dern hlm. See that
conld see g tace, aa' TN be dorned 1f | stuln there? That's from i bunch of
B Wikt eeyln'—yes, sir, ersln e o '. apple blossoms that was o the letter;
buby, he's thnt wenk, youn know. I ‘?'. Towed ”"'.“ must w-been from the
MyE 10 him easy ke, What's the wte | Y2HOW Taevest tree back of he garden,

ter, pard ¥
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Nothin',' he says, ‘only more hard | lls haek up there In his tent, without

ek, '

el gone ek on you? 1 owaild,
thinkin' o be eheerful an' makly’ up
ey wind to Josl b,

HENOS N sy Ct ud asheen better
for lier If shie had long 'go. Read that,'
hit gays, an' handed me this,” coneindind
Sam, as he drew a letter from his ok
et It was dated from an Ohlo village
nnd read as follows:

"My Own Dear Husband—Your jov-
Ing letter recelved yesterday, but It
found us, oh. s0 down-hearted il
wishing for papn. Dear busband, |t
Soets that our troubles will never end,
Mr, Rhoades Lins changed bis mind and
will foreclose the moertgage, You know
he sild before you went AWAY that If
W palid the Intervst up he would lot it

0 everybody. but one could not got rid

stand & while loonger, Well,

when the | ey, “Everybody's In

oar cuss, “Take keer «f yelr health,
dead bushan', an ‘him n-luyin' fat of

money - enough for a month's gruh,
‘Come back soon to ns'- e,

Look
by,

paridners, let's answop Bossle's
prayer, an’ show this follep Rlioades
whether winin' | chuslt' wilg Eeese
ur not. Mebbe San's a dern fool, an
I know he aln't Bol much :uuuu\-: but
he eau rustle, 171 RO purty ||1|.:‘la my
plle on {t—therp's ity : who's all in on
I and be slhmmed two twentios and
& ten on the bar, It was Just ke 8qm
and whoever heard an appeal ke m;
unanswersd o a mining chmps '1'&»1-0
were fifty men In the room,
man sw Snm's ante, and tho
not have that ymount borrowed ft fiom
thelr friends. In a few momenty 87 .
B30 tn gold Iny piled on the bay, S;m:"g
eyes glistenod ps ho counted the tmon.
on the game," e

and every
se that 14

aald: “won't one of you com? fown andd
see what e has to say?”

“No nonsetise, Su; you take 1t down,
an' tell us what he saya to-morrow.,”

“No, 'l be derned if 1 do. Some of
vou fellers got 1o come dlong. 1 aln't
fn=goin’ to plny this ‘land alone any
longer."”
with bim, Well, there I8 no use going
into details. What would you or any
othet mun say tder, the clrenm-
gtances? Flnally he wanted to glve us
i note or =emd a4 mortgige ek s see
enrity, but we langhed nt him, and all
of us erawled ioto our blankets that
night conselons of having dond sgome-
thing that might balonee something
cise on the dobit slde of the recording
angel's ledger, e was too (11 to travel
alone,_and at lust, after repented urg-
Ings, Sam was ]tll]l!i.‘l'tl [0 fecompany
him.

Not long after that my partner and
I left the gulel and dreifted Into Cripple
Creek, One day when conrt wis 1 wes-
slon we dropped Into see how scourt
organized under the code opérated.

“Well, Ull be d—"" muttered my part- |
ner as he pointed to the priconet's dogk.
There were two men ol Pyrites Buam
and the tenderfoot. The alr seemed to
grow suddenly close o the court roony, |
and we went ont, ! |

“Phom fellois? sald an officer in an-
swor to onr Inguiry; “why, they're two |
of the slickest all-vound con men In:the |
West, They're on trial now for saltin'
A mine an' doln’ 0o tenderfost up for |
about ten thousan’. Miners?  Why, |
man, they'vh experts; ralsed In the
mines; show "em n plece of ore from |
anywhere between British  Columbin
and Mexico, an’ they'lltell you what
disiriet It's from. The officers been
n-lookin® for ‘em for months, but
they've been hidin® ont some place
down In Southern Californy. 1 gless
they thought thelr lust trick had been
forgot, 80 they comwe one. |

At noon we went down to the jall, and |
werd alloweid to gee the prisoners. |

“Hello, Sam; how's Ithondes "

“Hello, hello; how's the hoys down at
Tough Nut?' and Sam nud his partner
grinned,

“Look here, 8nm, you done the eamp
up In good shape, und you know we
waon't squeal, but tell us about it."

“Sure; but then they ain't flothin® to
tell; this is my pardner, an' there wasg
no fever, no Rhondes, no Maggle, no
Bessle, no Charlie, no morigage, no
form, no cow, no—no apple blogsowms, no
nothin’, but jest me an' him,"

“An' Afty d—n fools,” snld my part-
ner as we went out,: He made a briet
mental enlenlation, then sald:  “Sam |
was there three months an' his pardner ‘
ong, an' they cleaned up twelve hun-
dred an' fifty each: not bad, 'speclally
when they was hidin' out from another
trick they'd turned.” Across the street
Lsaw n building with swinging doors
and red windows. 1 polnted to It aud [
asked, *“What'll yon (ake, Jonek?"

“L'low It'1l take ahout four fingers of |
hot Scotch to settle my stummick’—
and he took It—8t. Lonis Globe-Demo-
orat.

FASCINATING PAWNSHOP.

Few Persons Can Go By Without a
Look Innt Its Window,

Few persons ean pass o pawn-
brokers' window without stopping to
look in, says the New York Hvening
Sun. 1t contning so muel suggestive
Interest, so mueh that spenks of nsso-
ciation nnd history, No rvenu prod-
Hets ot things of moshivoom growth,
such ns stiee ot one from the windows
of shopg that Irench the goapel of e
benndsnew, Dol agtiele of the Lwn-
broker's stock-ln-trude hos s ronson
for belng Uiere, 1ts own little tragie
slgnificance.  The clogquence of the in-
anfmate object 18 never greater. than
when (o pawnbroker's window,

Wedding rings, love tokens, mewnls
anil badges, low they get one to specy-
lating wipon thelp past, and the why
and wherefore for thely present! Often
one Is tempted. to bmself settle their
future.  Class pins  and [raternity
badges In the pawubroking plight gre
especially suggestive, and more (s
ey 17 ot be a member of the cluss
or the féaternlty, I'mrmim-iuuu!y obe
soon forms the inbit of never passing a
lonn shop In any part of the town
without stopplug te see if any of s
clnss plos are holng held as hostige,

There I8 a consclous pride at the ais
covery that more ping of some other
fraternity are in disgrace.  The re-
demption of the plns follows ns n mut-
ter of conrse. As many of them pre
marked with the npme of the owner,
It Is often possible to return them, |n
Which coge the finder has all the
righteous glow or the good Samarian,

But whatever the vesult, this sort of
resene work Is alwiys interesting, 11
liupossible fo trace the owner the plns
mnke n signifiennt collection on thelr
gwnaceount; whenunbampered by any
stubborn faots th s Imagination can in- |
vent thelr histories to sult Itself. It |
worth noting how few badges of wo.
men's socleties one ever finds at the
puwnbrokers', )

The tines are replete with clubs and
clisses and fraternities of woleén, :
both in colliege and out, but thelr (.
slgnla, 1t would appear, are rarely
pawned. The contrast with the num-
ber of men's badges that are so fated
Is remarkable. Any one who mnkes a-
study of the pavwnshop windows aud
the pawnbrokers themselves, Indecd,
will assure you of this, The unexpect-
ed happens when the badge of a wo-
man fods its way loto a loan shop,

So three or four of us went
| deal, prices holding com

I
has been one of compur

| husking and shelling, and in the b
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The interest in wheat hag been

thing but keen oulside the Muil
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The world's news affecting iy
values has been oy the Wwhole fyy
ble to higher prices, =

Pablio stocks in this Ountry by
not been incressed s rapidly ‘
merly; while the world's shipmrnw
Western !_.':urupu wis liberal, 1[.1,;'“"
made ap in great part hy clentyin o
flour from our own consts, - phistog
ully large and highly enconraging |
i8 believed  the Aunstralinn erop will
show only a small exportubla £y,
thers ars rosant Yepurts ol Plrem
on the Pacific const for Bouth Alrisy
and the Liverpool Corn News b o
lighed further stutements Poitting
the important shortage in Russin's
ply of brenstufs and feedstnffe, Ths
Argentine exportuble sarplus enntigg
w matter of uncertainty, and the trads
is less interestod than formerly, oo
course will closely watol the TOVhgL
a8 foon as the new Brop is reudy, o
a mitter of only a few weoks, lﬁmﬁu
of spring whent in the Northwest .
tinue large, but it is the time ol the
year to expeot such,  The oush demay]
for wheat and flour is fairly gow,

The corn market bas boon 1 lpgish
affair most of the time for o fortight
pust, prices narrow, inferest at W il
mum, the undertone one of eanine,
Incrensed receipts are expueted nor
that farmiers are practically though

row. Tuking the May ¢
is more nearly un indog
ued than is December,

perind of g

gence of an yrgent shipping demand,
oonsidedng the large offorings, spe
lative support’is lncking.  Exports i
fadr, but ought to be much grests,
and a large vigible supply uits
something of a weight on values, It
worthy of note, however, that st axig.
ing low prices a good deal of oom Iy
the aggregate is being shipped opy o
Chicago.  With the elose of lake nite
gation liberal quantities will be pa
chaged by speculators, and stored i
the hold of vessels at a low e e
shipment next spring, The marky
hag continued to hald close to the %
cent busis,” with * May  hesituting b=
tween 200 and 800 Low grades by e
ple 241 @260,

Fortland Market.
Wheat—Walla  Walla, 730 Wik
loy and Bluestem, 740 Toe per luthe
Four—Best grades, $4.25; graban
$3.60; suporfine, 82,26 per burrel

Oats—Clioiea wlite, 84 @35¢; choin
gray, 82@88¢ per bushel.

Barley—Feod barley, $19(@20; brev-
ing, $20 per ton.

Millgtiffe—Bran,§10.50 per ton; mi-
dlings, §21; shorts, $16.50.

Hay—Timothy, $12.00@18; clowr,
§10@11; Qalifornia wheat, $10; &
out, §11; Oregon wild hay, $#@I10p
ton.

Egpe—18 1 @ 25¢ per dozen.

Bﬁl;mr—-bl‘:mry clumnury. BO@B
fair to good, 40@46¢; dairy, S0@M
per roll.

Cheese — Oregon,
Americs, 12145¢;
wor pound. .
! Poultry—Chickens, mixed, ‘1'453. :
2.60 por doezn; broilors, $2.00@2 S
govse, B5.60@0: ducks, §0.00@4.5 .

per dozen;  turkeye, live, 10¢ pr i':
b

1ige: Yoo R
Culifornia, 910

pound.
Potatoes—Oregon Burbanks, 55640 B
per wack; sweots, $1.40 per cental ! |
Oniong—Oregon, new, red, Blc; Je '
low, B0c per cental.
Hops—8@14c per pound for ne¥ S,
arop; 1806 crop, 4@ bo. i s
- Wool—Valley, 14@16c per paundi
Eastern Oregon, 7@120; mohair,
@220 per pound. 1
Mutfnn—ﬂo(imm. best sireep, wethen
and owes, $8.00; dressed mOM,
be; spring Iambe, 61ge per pound.
Hogs—Gross, choice leavy, ::d'
light and feeders, wm(a;:;w'. dressed,
#4.60@56,00 per 100 pounds. :
“Beef—ﬂmﬁ top steers, $2.75@8.00
cows, $2.25; dressed beef, 4 @0k M
und.
mVaﬂl-—-Lurge. 414 @o; small, X8
6o per pound.

Benttlo Market. !

Butter — Fancy native creamer 1
trick, 280; ranch, 16@18¢. 1046
Cheese—Native Washington,
Calltnrni;.‘ 9!«}."0. it soasis
Eyggs—Fresh ranch,
Poultry—Chickens, live, por P:;:
hens, 10c; epring chickens, :
8 00; ducks, $8.60@8.75. o ;s
Wheat—Feed wheat, $22 per 3
Oats—Choice, per tor, $10@% -
. Corn—“’bolle..ﬂﬂ; cracked, per
22; feed menl, §23 per ton.
Barley—Rolled or ground, per 1%
$22; whole, $23.
Fresh Meats—Choico dressed btk
steors, Oo; cows, blgo; muttan

70; pork, Te; veal, small, 7. -
l"r::h "Fish—Halibut, 4 @bo: sal®
8 @4c; salmon tront, 7@ 100; fHoad :

nnd sole, 8@4; ling cod, 4@5i rock
boi smelt, 23 @de,
" Fresh Fruit—Apples, 500 @$1.95 1%

box; peaches, 76 S0c; pranes, 358
pears, 76c@§1 per box.




