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" SAM"
We nil thought Pyrites Sam was a

fool the very dny lie struck the camp,
but were not absolutely certain uutll
the night be came In with his pockets
full of pyrites of Iron, and taking each
man nxlde privately. Informed him,
with many Injunctions" as to secrecy,
that be had discovered and located a
bras mine. ..As a rule we had grown
very tired of initiating every tenderfoot
that came along Into the mysteries of
quartz mining; showing them the dif-
ference between gold-learin- quartz
and country rock; between a true A-
ssure and contact vein; between gran-
ite, porphyry, schist, spar, serpentine,
quar!:'.!tc, etc.; of ti'uuda, dips, spurs,
Bugles, etc.;. of shafts, tunnels, stopes,
winzes, and drifts; of the. manipula-
tion of the horn spoon or gold pan; how
to distinguish the. resultant sediment,
If gold, from mica, pyrites or sulphur-ets- ;

lu a word, teaching them In an
hour or two all we hud learned after
years of toll and privation. .We had
reached this stage of the "tired feeling"
when Sam brought In his "brass' speci-
mens,; and not n man of us would tell
him what It was. "Uh-huli,- " we said,
ts he carefully exhibited his deceptive-lookin- g

And'; What did we thlnkof It?
Why, It was a great tlud and very
grade ore lf.it was brass. "If" why,
of course It was brass; look at it; nny-bod- y

couldsee what It was. We admit-
ted that they could; yes, nnybody that
kuew anything at all. So we permitted
Sam to work away In Ignorance on his
claim for two weeks until he received
returns from the tin m nip emit tn inn
Angeles for assay. Then the "Brass
SlonUey," as Sam called It, shut down,
and he went to prospecting again. We
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never asked him nny questions, but he
volunteered the Information that It
was of good ore, but at that distance
from a railroad It could not be
nt a profit. One day one of the boys
found his certificate blowing about the
camp. It contained no figures, only a
statement of what his find consisted,
and that hereafter to Insure an answer
he had liettcr inclose a stamp, as the of-

fice could not afford to lose the postage
In replying to the queries of alfalfa
miners. The tinder lacked this on to
the postolllcp door, but Sam ouly grin-
ned, and said "wo nil Rot to lenru."

He was so persistent ami lihlusti'loin
In his determination to "strike It rich"
that we finally began to have a fellow-feelin- g

for hint nud to appreciate his
pluck; sympathy he did not need. He
was Jolly and good-nature- did not
drink to excess and was never known
to turn a card for money. In a friend-
ly game In his tent the suggestion of
"draw" at only n dollar limit was al-

ways met by his quiet statement that
lie never played for money, that he was
raised different, and, besides, his mon-
ey 'Vanie so hard" that lie knew he
would bo a bad loser. He wns always
ready with his sympathy when anoth-
er's ledge "pinched," "petered" or
"broke off," and eucouraged him all he
could; always had a song or a story for
a bad and In the event of sick-ue-

or Injury bad some simple remedy
J n the way of poultices that his mother
"used to use." Iu fact, he was one of
those happy-go-luck- light-hearte- fel-

lows, handy aliout camp and a friend
to everybody, but one could not get rid

of the Impression that he "didn't have
any more sense than the law allowed."
Therefore, it was accepted as a matter
of course, when a tenderfoot struck
camp one day In the first stages of des-

ert fever, that Sam Bliould take entire
charge of Ulm and dose him with wild
sage and "squaw" tea ond concoct ap-

petizing dishes from beans, Vice

ani Hour. Some of us dropped In oc-

casionally on our way to or from work
to learn the patient's condition and to
offer suggestions, but Sam was consid-

ered head nurse.
As a "stayer," malarial or Chagres

fever 'Is not to be compared to desert
lever. The latter drags along and
hangs on dny after day, week after
week, and although the patient may be
able to crawl about he is weak, debili-
tated and nerveless and "don't care

out of the box" whether he lives!
or dies. This was the condition of that
tenderfoot. During the middle of the
dny he dragged himself about-th- e camp
in the sun, but the remainder of the
time he speht In his bunk In his tent.
One night, when most of the boys were
assembled In the Bedrock," Sam came
In, and, going up to the bar, dranlt
alone, contrary to his usual ..custom,
then turned his back on the crowd,
leaned his elbow on the bar and gazed
out Into the darkness, at the same time
twisting his mustache fiercely, as If
worried over something.

"What's wrong, Sam? Patient dead?'!
some one asked.

"No," said Sam, "but he's up
there wlshln he was. I tell you, pnrd-ners,- "

he continued, turning to the
crowd, "I've been In hard luck myself

so've all of us, I guess an' seen oth- -
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era In linrd.luck, but that poor cuss up
there's lu the hardest streak of luck I
ever see. He's plum dovu to bedrock
nn' nary color."

nothln,' Sam; we've nil been
there many a time. What's the matter

out of grub?"
"Nnw, he ain't out o' grub, an' won't,

be as long's Sam's got any; but It's
Homebody else. I got a letter for him

y on the stage an' took It down to
him. After he rend It he Jest turned
over with his back to nie an' laid quiet,
but purty soon I shifted to whore I

could see his face, an' I'll lie derned If
he wasn't cryln' ves, sir, cry In' like a.
baby, he's that weak, you know. I
says to him easy like, the mat-
ter, pard?' , .

" 'Nothln',' he snys, 'only more, hard
luck.' ,

"'Girl gone back on your I said,
thlukiu' to be cheerful uu' mnUlu' up
my mind to Josh lilni.

No, he says; "It 'nd better
for her If she had long 'go. Read that.'
he says, au' handed me this." concluded
Sam, as he drew a letter from his pock-
et. It was dated from au Ohio village
and read as follows:

"My Own Dear Husbaud-Yo- ur lov-ln- g

letter yesterday, but It
fouud us, oh, so down-hearte- and
wishing for papa. Dear husband. It
seems that our troubles will never end.
Mr. Rhoades lias changed his mind and
will foreclose the mortgage. You know
he said before you went away that ifwe ivild Uie Interest up he would let Ittud a while longer. Well, when the

mortgage was due sold the cow ani
took some of the momey you left me to
live on and paid the six months' back
luterest. Now he sayb, as the mortgage
is due, be must have his money and
will foreclose. I tried all the companies
and banks to borrow tlie money to pay
him, but they all say tjiat $2,0(X) Is too
big a loan" on the place n they won't loan
over $1,500, and he woil't take a second
mortgage to secure the other $500. Yet
it does seem hard, when the place
ought to be worth three times $1,500.
I've tried every way to sell it, but I can't
got no one" to give anything above the
mortgage. Everybody knows It Is
mortgaged and are to buy It at
Sheriff's sale. Rhoades knows this, too,
and now he says It will save us lots of
trouble and costs' If we will give him a
quitclaim deed and surrender pencef-abl-

possession. I begged him to wait
a while, but after he had learned you
had gone out to the mines he said he
would not wait a day; that you were on
a wild-goos- e chase, and, dear husband,
he even Intimated that he believed you
were never coming back to us. That
made me angry, and I may have said
things to him. that I should not, but I
could not help It. Now, dear husband,
1 can not stay here alter having sold
the tow;, there Is nothing to do here,
you know, except washing and ironing
and house-cleanin- and I am not
strong enough for that. Mrs. Simmons
,wlll take Bessie uiid let her help with
the, housework and go to school, and I
will sell the chickens, pigs and furni-
ture and take little. Charlie and go to
Cleveland to try to get sewing or some-
thing. It will be, oh, so hard, but It
can not lie helped. Now, dear husband,
do not. worry; we will get along some
way. Remember the. words of the
prophet: 'Once I was young, but now
I aiu. old, but never have I seen the
righteous forsaken or their seed beg-
ging bread.' Now, dear husband, take
care of your health, and If you do not
find anything out there soon, come
back to lis, we miss you, oh, so much.
Every night Bessie prays for her pnpa,
'way out In the mines, and Hint he may
fiud something rich. You may be sure
that I echo her prayers. Write as soon
as you get this, dear husband, for I can
not stay here long.' Your loving wife,

"MAGGIE."
This letter was passed around; two

or three started it aloud, but
they broke down, and It was silently
passed from one to another. It was
well for Mr. Rhoades that he was not In
camp.

"He told me all about It," said Sam.

"LOOK nr.KE, LET'S BES'SIU

handled

night;

bacon,

"That's

'What's

received

waiting

"They wns five acres In the home place
that he got from his father's .estate
close to town, au' he bought five more
Joliiln'. mortgagln' the ten to nnike up
the balance of the money. He'd
It all right, but times got hard, an' 'first
one, then anotner of them got sick nn'
he hnd to keep ou He
see he could never pay out, so he come
out here to see ir he couldn't strike It.
leavln' nearly all the money they had
wllh his wife, nn this cuss Rhoades
sayln 'that he'd let the mortgage sfaa'nnuther year, now-d- ern him. See thatstain there? That's from a bunch ofapple blossoms that was In the letter-h-

'lowed they must from the"
yellow harvest tree back of the garden
poor cuss. 'Take l:eer f yehr health
dead husbau',' an 'him flat ofhis back up there lu his teut, withoutmoney enough for a month's grub
Come back soon.to us'-hu- Lookhere, pnrdners, let s answer Bessie'sprayer, an" 8low. ,n9 ftllllp ;
whether mini,,' 8 clms. ,y ,
ur not. Mebbe Sam's a deru fool, auknow he ain't got much mouev. butbe cau rustle.- - I'll go purty nigh myp. eon , -t- here's fifty; who's .HIt? and he slamuie. two twenties anda ten on the bar. It was Just l,ke Samand whoever heard an appeal like munanswered in a mining camp.
were fifty men In the room, and eve"
man saw Sam', ante, and those that didnot have that amount borrowed It from

In Rld I"? Piled, on the bar. Sam,eyes glistened as he counted the tnney. "Everybody. In on the game," h.

snid; "won't one of you cemj flown and
see what he has to say?"

"No nonsense, Sam; you take It down,
an tell us what he says

"No, I'll be derned if I do. Some of
you fellers got to come along". I ain't

to play this 'hand alone any
longer." So three or four of us went
with him. Well, there Is no use going
Into details. What would you or any
other man sny tinder, the circum-
stances?! Finally he wanted to give us
a note or send a mortgage back as se-

curity, but we laughed nt him, and nil
of us crawled into our blankets that
night conscious of having done some-
thing that might balance something
else on the debit side of the recording
nngel's ledger. He was too 111 to travel
alonennd at last, after repeated urg-ing- s,

Sam was Induced to nccompany
him.""

Not long after that my partner and
I left the gulch and drifted Into Cripple
Creek-- . 6ne day when"court was In ses-

sion we dropped In to. see how aycourt
organized under the code oprated. ,

"Well, I'll be d ," muttered my part-
ner as he pointed to the prisoner's doi;k.
There were two men In It, Pyrites Sain
and the tenderfoot. The nlr seemed to
grow suddenly close in the court room,
and we went out. , "

"Them fellers?" said an officer In an-

swer to our Inquiry; "why, they're two
of the slickest con men
West. They're on trial now for saltln'
a mine an' doin' a tenderfoot up for
about ten thousau'. Miners? Why,
man, they're experts; : raised In the
mines; show ''em a piece of ore from
anywhere between British Columbia
and Mexico, an' they'll tell you what
district it's from. The officers been

for 'em for months, but
they've been hldln' out some place
down In Southern Californy. I guess
they thought their last trick had boen
forgot, so they come out."

At noon we went down to the Jail, and
were allowed to see the prisoners.

"Hello, Sam; how's Rhoades?"
"Hello, hello; how's the boys down at

Tough Nut?" and Sam and his partner
grinned.

"Look here, Snm, you done the camp
up In good shape, unit you know 'we
won't squeal but tell us about It."

"Sure; but then they ain't fiothin' to
tell; this Is my parduer, an' there was
no fever, no Rhoades, no Maggie, no
Bessie, no Charlie, no mortgage, no
form, no cow, no no apple blossoms, no
nothln', but Jest me an' him."'

"An fifty d u fools," said my part-
ner as we went out. : He made a brief
mental calculation, '

then siild: "Sam
was there three months an' his pardner
one, an' they cleaned up twelve hun-
dred an' fifty each; not bad, 'specially
when they was hldln out from another
trick they'd turned." Across the street
I saw n building with swinging doors
and red windows. I pointed to It and
asked, "What'll you take. Jack?"

"I 'low It'll take about four fingers of
hot Scotch to settle., my stummick"
and he took It. St. Louis t.
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FASCINATING PAWNSHOP.

Few Persons Can Go By Without a
- Look In at Its vt indow.

Few persons can pass a pawn-
brokers' window without stopping to
look in, says the New York Evening
Sun. It contains so much suggestive
interest, so much that speaks of asso-
ciation and history. No parvenu prod-
ucts or things of mushroom growth,
such as stare nt ohq from the windows
of shops that preach the gospel of the
brand-new- . Each article of the pawn-
broker's stock-in-trad- e has its reason
for being there. Its own little tragic
significance. The eloquence of the In-

animate object is never greater, thnfl
when In n pawnbroker's window.

Wedding rings, love tokens, meuals
nr.d badges, how they set one to speea-latln-

upon their past, and the-wh-

nud wherefore for their present! Often
one Is tempted, to himself settle their
future. Class ping ond fraternity
badges lii the pnwubroklng plight are
especially suggestive, and more espe-
cially If one-b-

e n member 'of the class
or the fraternity. Unconsciously one
soon forms the habit of never passing i
loan shop In any part of the town
without stopping to see If nny of his
class pins are being held as hostage.

There Is a conscious pride nt the dis-
covery that more plus of Bonie other
fraternity are In disgrace. ; The re-
demption of the pins follows as a mat-
ter of course. As many of them are
marked with the name of the owner,
It is often possible to return them, in
which case the finder has nil the
righteous glow of the good Samaritan.

But whatever the result, this sort of
rescue work Is always. interesting. IfImpossible to trace the owner the pins
make a significant collection on their
ownnccouut; when unhampered by any
stubborn facts tin Inmglnntlon can In-
vent their histories to suit Itself. It Is
worth noting how few badges of wo-
men's societies ono ever finds at the
pawnbrokers'.

The times are replete with clubs and
classes and fraternities of women,
both In college and out, but their

It would appear, are rarely-pawned-
.

The contrast with the num-
ber of men'g badges that are so fated
is remarkable. Any one who makes a
study of the pawnshop windows andthe pawnbrokers themselves, Indeed,
will assure you of this. The unexpect-e- d

happens when the badge of a wo-
man fin As lu way Into a loan shop,

WEEKLY MARKETTetter"

Offlr-- of
Board of Trade Broker". 7ni?4 rt

Building, l'ono"1'1'
The interest in wheat has been

thing but keen outside the JWnpl nririao CU1.e..ma ..u.u.ng comparative!,
row. Taking the May deli

'is more nearly an index of raarket
ues than is December, the
has been one of comparative flrni
marked lute last week by the good --
vance and a subsequent period ol
certainty.

The world's news affecting.,
values has been on the whole faWri.
bio to higher prices. :- '

Publio stocks" in this wiintryh,,,not hnnn ii.ro.,u) ...
I iT M "merly; wh e w,

Western Europe was liberal, they
uj, ... pan ry clearanceflour from our own cnnt i

ally large and highly encouragi 1
. nueiraiian crop wil

show only a small exnnri,.M ......
, - r ourpinathere ar ronrrt rprcnra r

um jthuuic coast lor Konth Af,and the Liverpool Corn News hn.hshed. further statements pointing
the important shortage in Rwsia'i V
ply pf breastuffs and feedstuffs. Ih,
Argentine exportable surplus contime)
a matter of uncertainty, and the trade

is lees interested than formerly, butof
course will closely watch the movement
as soon as the new br0p is ready, dow
a matter of only a few weeks. Beceipw
of spring wheat in the Northwest co-
ntinue large, but it is the time ol the
year to expect such. The cash demand
for wheat an(J flour is fairly good,

The corn market has been a sluggish
affair moBt of the time for a fortnight

puBi, prices narrow, interest at ami-mum- ,

the undertone one of easinest
Increased receipts are expeoted now

that farmers are' praotically through
husking and shelling, and in the a-

bsence. of an urgent
'

shipping demand,

OJiiside.ing the large offtrines, spec-
ulative support'is lacking. Exports are

fair, but ought to be much greater,

and a large visible supply acts is

something of a weight on values. It is

worthy of note, however, that at exis-

ting low prices a good deal of corn in

the aggregate is being Bliipped out ol

Chicago. With the close of lake
liberal quantities will be pu-

rchased hv sneculutnrR. unit fitm-a- l in

the hold of vessels at a low rate (or

shipment next spring. The market

haB continued to hold olose to the 16

cent basis,' with i May hesitating b-

etween SiOo and 30c. Low grades by sa-
mple 24 25o.

Portland Market.
Wheat Walla Walla, 72c; Va-

lley and Bluestem, 74 76c per bmheL

Four Best grades, 4.25; graham,

$3.60; superfine. (2.25 per barrel.

Oats Choice white. 8435c; choice

gray, 82 33c per bushel.
Barley Feed barley, 1920; bre-

wing, $20 per ton.
Millstiffs Bran,$16.50 per ton;

$21: shorts. $10.50.
tT m : il. Am PftiliJi nlnvflf

$1011; California wheat, $10; do

i A 4 . I 1 t An In nap
oai, tn; uregon wnu nay, iiv'
ton.

Eggs IS 2 5c per dozen.
r, ....i TO KOanfr

fair to good, 4045c; dairy, 3040e

per roll.
r.hooca flrnnn 1 1 UlV YltUK

America, 12c; California, 981

per pound.
Pnnltro PUnUi,. mirerl. tl.753

2.50 perdoeznj. broilers, $2.0002.50;

areese. $5.6006: ducks. f3.004.o
uer dozen: turkevs. live, 10c po

pound.
Potatoes Oregon Burbanks, 3540c

per sack; aweete, $1.40 per cental.
, Onions Oregon, new, red, 90c; jd'

1 on. .1iuw, ouu per ueinui.
.Hops 814o per pound for nef

crop; .laao crop, 4 (goo.
' TJiri iriin MalRn nur DOUDd

Eastern Oregon, 712o; mohair,

22o per pound.
Mutton Gross, best bheep. wethert

and ewea, f3.00; dressed uw- -
. ; i i 1 1. . niKnfl.ou, spring minus, oju poi jiwu..- -.

Hogs GroBs, choice heavy, $1.W.

lightand feeders, $3.004.00; arew,
$4. 60 5. 00 per 1 00 pounds.t,7 . 1 o rrKfflS.00

oeei uross, lop Breern,

$2.25; dressed beef, 45fic per

pouna. u
Veal Large, lfo' "n"

6o per pound.
'

Seattle Market.
' Butter Fancv native cream7'

"brick, 280J ranch, lBlsioc
Cheese Native Washington, lift

California, 9o.
EggB Fresh ranch, 80 32c
Poultry Chickens, live, per

hens, 10c; spring chickens,
8 00; ducks, $3. 50 3. 75.

Wheat Feed wheat, $22 per ton.

n... --.!.:. ,w lfl(220.
VUIH lyllUlUO, pel wui
Corn Whole, $22; cracked, per

$22; feed meal, $22 per ton.
Barlev Rolled or ground, per

$23; whole, $33. ,

n. KU',v mutton IDttfi
BWCio, uu, WTfS, U7JI
7c; pork, 7c; veal, small, 7.

r resn risn -- ," -- -

84c; salmon trout, 710o; flouj- -"

and ling coil, 45;roccw
6c; smelt, 2)4 4c .
- Fruit-App- les, 0c$l-2-

box; peaches, 76 80c; prunes, 8S(S

pears,- - 76c(l per oox.
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