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To the Sennte and House of Representn-
tives: It gives me pleasure 1o exiend
greeting to the G5th congress masombld
in regular sesalon wi the seat of Kovern-
ment, with many of whose senators and
representatives 1 have been associnied
In the legialative service, The mecling ov-
curs under felicitous conditions, Jusiity-
ing mincere congratulation and calling for
our grateful acknowledgment to & he-
neflicent providence which has so algnally
blesased mnd prospered us as & nalon,
Feuce und good will with nll the nutions
of the earth continue unbroken,

A malter of genulne satistaction lg th!
growing feellng of fraternnl regard uni
unificution of all sections of our couniry,
the incompletencas of which has too long
delayed realization of the hignest bleseings
of the Union, The spirit or patriotisia |
unlversnl and Is ever Increasing fn fervor
The pubiic guesiions wiich pow most vin
Eross un are |ifted far above elther par-
tinnnship, prejudice or former sectionul
differonces. They affect every part of
our common country alike and permit ot
Do divison on anclent lnes, Questions 0
forelgn polley, of revenue, the soundpess
of the currency, the inviolability of nn-
tlanal ohligations, the Improvement of the
public seevice, appeal to the Individunl eon-
silonce of every earnest cltigen, to whis-
ever party ha belongs, or in whalever sec-
tion of the country he may reslde,

The extra sesslon of thia congress which
closed during July last, enaoted Imporiunt
leglatation, and, while Its full effects huve
not been renlized, what it has alreidy ag-
complished assures us of It8 timollnsss and
wisiom, To test its permonent value
further time will be required, and the peo-
ple, 2atished with Ita operntion and re-
sulte thus far, are In no mind to withhold
from lv & fair trial

THE CURRENCY QUESTION.
Necesslty of Putting Our Finances
Upon a Sound Basis,

Tarif legialation having been gettied by
the extra senalon of congress, the question
next pressing for conslderation s thut of
the currency. The work of putting our
finances upon n sound basis, difflcult ns it
may siem, will appear whent we recall
the financial operation of the government
#since 1866, On the 30th duy of June of
that year, we had ouistanding dvmanid
HNabllities In the sum of §728,868,447 41, On
the Ist day of July, 1879, these Habiities
hud boin reduced to $M3.880, 450 88 Of our
Interest-benring obligations, the fgures
Rre even more siriking. On July 1, 1466,
the principal of the Interest-bearing debt
of the governmont wis 32,342 301,208 On
the 1st doy of July, 188, this sum had
bein reduced to $085,007,100, or an aggre-
Eguto reduction of SLT47.294,108 The inter-
cal-bearing debit of the Uslited Stales on
the 18t day of December, 1507, wus §817,-
366,620, The government money now ot
standing (December 1) consists of R~
061,016 of United Blates notes; S107,708,20
of trepaury notes lssued by authorlty of
the nct of 1890; KM, 963,604 of silver certifi-
cutes and $60,280.7010 of standard silver
dollars.

With the great resources of the govern-
ment and with the Ume-honored example
of the pust before us, we ghould not hesi.
tale 10 enler upon & ourrency revison
which will make our demand obligations
lens onerous to the government and pe-
leve our fAnancial laws from ombigulty
and doubt,

The brief roview of what was accom-
plished from the close of the war unti]
1808 makes unrensonnble and groundless
any distrust elthor of our financial abil- |
ity or soundness; while the situation from
18 1o 107 must admonlsh congress of the
Immedinte necessily for so legldlating ns
to make the return of the conditions then
prevalling Impomsible.

There are many pians proposed as o
remady for the evil. Before we can fing
the true remedy we must appreciite the
real evil, 1t I not that our currency of
every kind Is not good, for every dollar
of It In good; good because the govern-
ment's pledge 1= out to Xeep It so, ana
that pledge will not be broken, How-
ever, the guaranty of our purpose to Keep
the pledge will be best shown by advanc-
fng toward "t fulfllment,

Evil of the Preseat Syratem,

The evil of the present system Is found
in the great cost Lo the government of
maintainiog the parity of our different
forme of money: that {s, Keeping all of
them at par with gold, We surely cannot
Ve longer heedless of the burden this im-
posca upon the people, given under rairly
prosperous conditions, while the pist four
years hiave demonstrated that It ls not
only an expensive charge upon the gov-
efnment, but n dangerous menace to the
nallonal credit,

It s manifest that we must devise some
glnn to protect the government agoinmt

nd lssues for repeated redemptions, W«
munt elther curtall the opportunity
speculathen, made easy by the multly
redemptions of our demand obligations
incremse the gold reserve for their re-
demption. We have $200,000,00 of currency
which the government, by msolemn enact-
ment, has undertaken to keop at par with
gold. Nobody s obliged 1o redesm In
gold but the government. The banks are
not required to redeem In gold, The gov-
ernmant I8 obliged to keep equnl with
a3l aldl its outstrading currency and coin
obligations, while lta recelpls wre not re-
quired to be pald In gold, They are palg
in every kind of money but gold, and the
enly means by which the government can,
with certainty, get gold la by borrowing,
It can get 1t in no other way when It moat
nmeads It. The government without any
fixed gold revenue ls pledged to malntaln
gold redemptlon, which It has steadily and
falthfully done, und which, under the au-
thority now given, it will continue to do,

The law which réquires the government,
after having rodesmed iy notes, to pay
them out agnin as current funds demands
8 constant replenishment of the gold re-
werve. This s espeelally w0 In times of

honds were used to supply deficlént reve- l protectsd In thelr right to teap the bene-

nalderable portion was required
the goid reserve.

nues, a
Lo malnts

iteplenishing the 1d Reserve.

With our revenues (¢qual to our exper |
there would be no defiedt requiring the js-
bonds. But if the gold reserve
falln below $160.000,000, how will it be re.
pletilahed  excdpt by we £ more bonis?
Is thérs any other way practleabile under
exinting law? The seriovs question then
I8, all wo o rue the polley thet has
been pursued in past—that @8, when the
gold resérve reaches the point of danger,
{ssue more honds and supply the nevded
gold—ar shall we provide other mrans
10 provent these repurring dealns upon the
gold reserve? If no further legislation
18 had and the policy of selling bonds l#
10 be continued, then congress should give
the secretary of the treasury authority to
sell bonds ut long or short periods, bearing
a less rate of Intérest than s now author-
ized by law. 1 earnestly recommend, as
so0n ua the recelpts of the government
are quite suficient 1o pay all the expenses
of the government, that when any of the
UUnited Stntes notes dre presented for ro.
demption Ingold and areredocemad in gold,
such notes ahall be kept and only paid out
in exchunge for golil. Thin I an obvious
duty, If the holderof the TTnited Biutes nota
prefers gold from the govermment, he should
pot recelve back from the government
& United States note withour paying gold
In éxchinge for it. The reason for thia s
muade nll the more apparent when the gov-
ernmont (gsues an interest-bearing debt
i provids gpld far tha radlomption af
United Biutes notes—n nopinterest-bearing
debt, Surely it should not pay them out
ngaln except on demand pnd for gold. Af
they are put out in any other way they
moy return again to be followed by ap-
ather hond |ssue to redeom them—anothet
Interedt-learing debt to regeem a non-
Interest-bearing debt.

In my view, It Is of the utmost lmpori-
angee that the government should be re-
Heved from the business of providing for
all the gold rogulted far exchinge or ex-
port. This responsibllity s along borne
by the governmont without any of the
usunl mnd necessury banking powers to
help liself.  The bunks do not feéel the
stendn of the gold redemption. The
witole straln rests upon the government,
nnd the slse of the gold ressrve In the
treasury. hus come to be, with or with-
ot reason, the elgnal of danger or of se-
curity, Thie ought to be stopped,

If wa fre to Hive in ord of prosperity

the expenses of the government, we may
fuel no immedinte embarrassment from
our present currency; but the danger still
exlets, jnd will be ever present. menacing
us as long ag the existing system con-
tnues.  And, besldes, L Is In times of
ndegunte revenues Dusiness  wran-
quiltity thut the arnment should pre-
piare for the worst, We cannot avald,
without serlous vonsequences, the wise
conslderation and prompt solution of this
questlon,

Plan of Secretnry Gage.

The secretary of the treasury hay out-
Hhed & olan In great letull tor the pur-
pose of removing threntened recnvrence
of u depleted gold reserve and woving us
from future embarrussment on thot ne-
count, To this plan 1 Inyvite your care-
ful conglderation. 1 concur with the secs
retary of the trensury In his recommenda-
tlon that national bunks be nllowed to
I#gue notes to the face value of the
bonds which they deposited for clrouln-
Hon, and that the tax on clrodlisting
notes, secured by the deposit of such
bonds, he reduced to one-half of one per
cent per annom, 1 also join him In
recommending that nuthority he given fop
the eatubllshment of natlonnl banks with
o minimum capltal ef $25,000, This will
ennble the smuller villoges and agrieuls
tural reglons of the country to be sup-
lled  with currency to meet thelr de-
mands, I recommend thiat the gsue of
nationul bank notes be restricted to the
denominntion of $10 and upwards, If the
suggestions 1 have hereln made shall
hitve  the approvel of congress, then 1
would recommend that nationul banks be
required to redeem their notes in gold,

CUBA AND SPAIN,

Aftitade of the Adminisiration in
the Present Rebelllon,

The mo#t Important problom with which

| thin country s now culled upon to denl,

that  pertuining to s foroign  rela-
tlonsg, concerns Ite duty toward Spnln and
the Cuban Insurrection, Probloms and
conditlons more o léss In common with
thope now existing have confronted this
Bovernment at various times in the past,
The story of Cuba for many years hos
been one of unrest; growing diseontent;
in effort toward the larger onjoyment of
lberty and self-control: of organized re-
sistanee to the mother COUnLry; or oppros-
Hon and warfare and of Ineffectunl spt-
tiement to be followed by renewed re-
volt.  For no enduring poeriod since the
onfranchisement of the continental pos-
sesflons of Bpuin In the Western contl-
nent Has the conditlon of Cuba or the
pollcy of Bpain toward Cuba not caused
concern to the Unlted States,

The prospect from time to time that
the weakness of Spailn's hold upon the
inland and the polltlenl viclssitudes and
embarrassments of the home government
might lead to the transfer of Cuba to a
continental power ealled forth, between
1538 and 1860, varlous emphutie declara-
tons of the United States to permit no
disturbance of Cubi's connection with
Bpaln unless in the direction of Independ-
ence or acquisition by the Unlted States
through purchase, nor has there been nny
‘hange of this declared polley since upon
he part of this government,
The revolution which began
lasted for 10 years, despite the strenuous
efforts of the successive peningulnr gov-
ernments (o suppress (G Then, as now,
the government of the United States tes-
tiflod 1tu grave convern and offered its ald
10 put an ¢nd to bloodshed In Cubn, 'The
overtures made by Goneral Grant were
tefused, and the war dragged on, entail-
Ing great loss of life und treasure. and
Inereased Injury to American interests,
besides throwing enhanced burdens of
neutrallty upon this government, In 1878,
peace was brought about by the truce
of Zanjon, oblained by negotlations be-
tween the Spanleh commander, Martines
do Campos, and the Insurgent leaders,

Civillaed Code of War Disregarded.

The present Insurrection broke out in
February, 1885, It Ia not my purpose, nt
this time, to recall Its remarkable Increase
or to characterize its tenaclious restatance
against the enormous forces mossed
Rgainst it by Spaln. The revolt and the
efforts to subduo it earried destruction te

business panie and whon the revenues are
fnmiMelent to meel the expenseés of the
government. At such times the govern.
mant has no othet way te supply Its def-
Solt and maintan redsmpiion but through
the Inerease of Its bonded debi, as during
the administration of my predecessor,
whith FSEAD WO of 4% per cent bonds
wore lssuwdl and sold and the proceeds
used to pay Lhe expenses of the govern-
ment in excess of the Fevenues amd sustain
the pgold reserve. While it Is true that
#he greater part of the procesds of theme

overy quarter of the islang, Heveloping
wide proportions and defying the efforis
of Spuin for ite suppresaion. The olviliged
codle of war has been dlaregarded, no
lews %0 by thoe Spanlards than by the
Cubans, The existing conditions cannot
but il this governmuent and the Amerl-
|l‘lll'| people with the gravest apprehoen-
ston. There n no desire on the part of
| sur peanls to profit by the misfortupes
||-t Bonin,. Wa huve only the desirs to
kes the Cobans prosperous and contented,
enjoying that measure of welf-control

Which s the inallenable right of man,

In the country with sufficient receipts for |

| & distinet

fit of the exhuustiess treasures of thelr
country.

The affer made by my predecessor, In
April, 180, tendering the friendly offices
of this government, falled, and medin-
tion on our part wias not aceepted, In
birlef, the apnswer read: Thers in no of-
footunl way to paclfy Cuba, unless It be-
gins with the actusl submlssion of the
rebels to the mother country., Then only
et Souln et In the promiged direction
of her own motion and after her own
plians,

Concentration In Exterminntion,

Tho cruel pelley of concentration wis
Inltinted Pebruary 16, 1800, The produc-
tive districts controlled by the Bpuanish
armies were depopulnted and the pgvi=
cultural inhabltants were herded In and
about the garrigon towns, thely lunds Jald
waste and thele dwellings destroyed, This
polley the Inte cablnet of Spain Justified
HE W NeCessnry measursg of wur and us o
menng of cutting off supplies from the
insurgaents,

It has utterly falled ag & wiar measure,
It wus not civilized warlare., It was ex-
termination.

Agilnst this nbuse of the rights of war
I have felt constrained; on repented oo-
enslong, to enter the firm and earnest pro-
test of this government. There was muoch
of publle condemnution of the trestment
of American eltizens hy alleged Hlegal nr-
rests and long  Imprisonment awalting
trial of pending protracted judicinl pro-
codures.
Instient demand for the reletise or sneedy
trinl of all Amerlean cltizens under or-
reat.  Before the change of the Spanish
cabinet, In October, 22 prisoners, cltizens
of the United Stutes, hod been gived
thelr freedom

For the rellef of our own cltizens suf-
fering becnuse of the conflict, the ald ot
congress was sought In a specinl  mes-
eage, and under the appropriation of April
4, 1597, effective ald hus been glven to
Ameriean ecltizens In Cubn, and muany of
them, at thelr own request, have been
returned to the Unlted States,

Instroctions to Minister Woodford,

The Instructlons glven to our new mine-
[gter to Spaln, before hin departure for
hig poat, directed him to impress upon
thiut government the sincere wigh of the
United States to lond ite ald teward end-
Ing the war in Cuba, by renching o ponee-
ful and lusting result, just and honor-
able allke to Spain and the Cuban people,

These fngtructions reclted the charnoter
and duration of the contest, the wide-
spread losgses (L entulls, the burdens and
restraint It imposes upon us, with con-
stant  disturbance of notlonil interests
and the Injury resnlilng from an Indennite
continuance of this state of things, 1t
was stated that at this juncture our gov-
ernment was condtrained to serlously in-
quire I the time was not ripe when Spaln,
of her own volltlon, moved by her own in-
torests and overy sontiment of humunity,
should put o stop to thls destructive war
and mike proposals of settlement honor-

uble to herself und just to her Cuban
colony. It was urged that, ns a neigh-
boring natlon with large Interests in

Cuba, we could b required to wait only
A reasonable time for the mother coun-
try to establish |ts authority and restore
peace and order within the borders of the
Islnnd; that we could not contemplate an
Indefinite perlod for the accomplishment
of these results,

No solution was proposed to which the
sllghtest Idew of humiliation to Spain
could attuch, All that wne asked or ex-
pected was thut some eafe woy might be
specdlly provided and permanent peaee
restored. It so chanced that the consid-
eration of this offer, wddressed (o the
Spanish ndministration, which had de-
clined the tenders of my predocessor and
whivh for more thin two years hod poured
more treasutre Into Cuba In the frultless
¢ffort to suppress the revolt, fell to oth-
ord. Between the departure of General
Woodfaord, the new envoy, and his arrival
In Bpain, the statesman who had shaped
the policy of his country lell by the hand
of an asstssin, and although the cabinet
of the lute premier still leld oMee and re-
colved from our envoy the proposals he
bore, that cubinet gave place, within u
few days thereafter, to n new administr-
tlon under the leaderahip of Sagasta,

Spain's Friendly Reply,

The reply 1o our note was recelved on
the 200 duy of October. 1t 18 in the direc-
tion of o better understanding, |t aAppre=
cintes the frlindly propowils of this gov-
ernment. It pdmits that our country I
desply affected by the war In Cuba uhd
thuat our desires for pesce fire Just. 1t de-
clareg that the present Spanish govern-
ment 18 bound by every consideration to n
chiange of polley that should satisfy the
United Btates and paclfy Cubn within n
rensonnble time, To thiw end, Spaln has
decided to put into effect the politlenl po-
forms herstofore ndvocnted by the pres-
ent premier, without halting for any con-
sideration in the path which, in |tg Judg-
ment, leads to peace.

The military operatlons, it is said, will
continue, but will be humane and con-
dueted with all regard for private rights,
belng  accompaniod by polltical netion
leading to the autonomy of Cuba, while
gunrding Spanish soverelgnty. This, it s
claimed, will result In lnvesting Cubn with
personplity, the island to be

| governed by an executive and by o looul

In 1868 |

councll or chamber, resorving to Spain
the control of the forelgn relutions, the
army and aavy and the judleinl adminis-

trations,
To nccomplish this, the present govern-
ment proposes to modify exiating logls-
lntlon by decree, leaving the Bpanlah
cortes, with the ald of Cuban setators
and deputles, to solve the seonomic proh-
Lm:a: and properly distribute the existing
eht,
Glve Spain n Chance,

In the absence of n declaration of the
measures that this government proposes
Lo thke In earrying out its firoffer of good
offices, It suggests that Bpain be left free
to conduot military operations and Krant
palitieal reforms, walle the United Status,
for its part, shall enforce Ity fieutral obll-
gatlons, and cut off the asslsitance which,
It In asserted, the Insurgents ricelve from
thia country. The aupposition of an in-
definite prolongation of the war in de-
nied, It Is nsserted that the Western
provinces are already woll-nigh  re.
clidmed; that the planting of cane and
tobueco thereln has been Tesumed, and
thut by force of arms and new and ample
reforms  very early and complete pacin.
ciatlon 1s hoped for,

The immediate amelioration of existing
con-!ul\ms under the new administrution
of Cuban affaire s predicted, ang there.
ri:hn! lh'e disturbance and all oceanlon
OF ANy change of Wititud
the Unlted Stuton, S e RRRMEE

Discussion of the auestion of Intermp.
|1~\:‘|r|: d * and responsibilities of the
United Staten as Spuln understands thom
I presented with an apparemnt -I:ipnnnl.-r;
to charge us with fallure in this regard
This char without any basis (n f'l.'l.
It could not have bt h made 1t Bpain r-..[
been cognlzant of the consiant effory tlhi.t
government hus made, at the cout of m)]-
lone wod by the employment of the n.j
minstratlye machinery ut the national

command, to perform s full duty accord- |

ing 1o the luw of natlons. That It has

| guccessfully prevented the departure of a

I felt it my fArst duty to mako |

gingle military expedition or armed vessel
from our ahores in vielation of our laws
would seem to be o sufficlent answer,
Hut on this nepeet of (he Spanish note It
I8 fiot neocssary to spenk further now.
Firm in the conviction of & wholly per-
formed obligation, due response to this
charge has been made (o diplomatle |s-
sues, Throwghout all these horrors and
danger® 1o our own peace, this govern-
ment hns never In any way abrogoted e
soverelgn prerogative of reserving to it-
self the determintion of its policy and
course, necording to lts own high senne of
right and in consonance with the denrest
Interests and copvictions of our own o
ple, should the prolongation of the strife
o demand.

Of the untried measures there remaln
anly:

“Recognition of tho insurgents ng belllg-
erciits; recognition of the Independence of
Cubu; neutral Intervention to end the wur
by imposing & rotional compromise be-
tween the contestunts, and Interventlon
In fuvor of one or the other party."

Not o Question of Annexntion,

I speak not of foreible annexation, lor
that cannot be thought of, ‘That, by our
code of morality, would by eriminunl ag-
gression,  Recognition of the belligerency
of the Cubun Insurgents has often been
canvassed us a possible 1f pot inevitable
h in rogard to thoe previeus 10

AP Y proanat
war, I am not unmindful that the two
houses of congress, In the spring of 1586,
cxpresyed the opinlon, by concurrent remo-
Tution, that a condition of public war ex-

| tsted requiring or justifylng the recogni-

tlon of n stote of belllgerency in Cubn,
and during the extrn sesslon the senate
voted a Joint resoiution of ke Import,
whiel, however, was not brought to o
vote in the house. In the preésence of
theseesipnitficant expressions of the senti-
ment of the leglelntive branch, It beliooves
the exeoutlve soberly to vonslder the con-
ditions under which  so0  Importuni o
measure must needs rest for Justification,
It 18 to e serlously consldered whether
the Ctuban Insurrection posscgses, boyond
digpute, the attributes of stntehood which
alone can demand the rocognition of bel-
lgerency In Its favor, Possesslon ahort
of the easentinl qualifications of sover-
elgnty by the Insurgents, and the condact
of Lhe wur by them nocording to the roecs
ogniged code of war, ure no less importnnt
factors toward the determinution of the

problem of belligerency than wre the In- |

fluences nnd cohsequences of the struggle
upon the internal poiley of the recognis-
ing notlon. The utterances of Presldent
Girant Ih his memorable messuge of 187
ire slgnally relevant to the present situn-
tion In Cuba, and It muy be wholesome
now to recall them. At that time o
avrious confilet hud for soven yeurs wisted
the nelghboring Ikland, During all those
yeurs an utter dlsregoard of the luws of
olvillzed warfare snd of the just demands
of humnnity, which called forth expres-
glons of condemnuation from the natlons
of  Christendom, continued unubuted,
Desolntion and ruln pervaded that pro-
cuetive reglon, enormously affecting the
commerce of all commercle]l natlons, but
that of the United Stutes more than any
other, by reasgon of proximity and lurger
trade and Intercourse,
Not n Time for Hecognition,

Turning to the practled] aspects of o
recognition of belllgerency and reviewing
fiw Inconveniences ard possible danger,
further pertinent conslderatlons appear,
In the code of natlons, there I8 no suen
thing ns o naked recognition of Lelllger-
ency unnccompanied by the mssumption
of natlonnl neutrality. Buch recognition
without neutrality will not confer upon
aither purty to n domestic confllet u status
not therefore actunlly pogsessed, or ur-
fect the relutlon of elther party to other
states, The act of vecognition usually
tnkes the form of n solemn procinmition
of neutrallty which recltes the de focto
condition of belligerency s lts motive, 1t
announces u domestle law of neutratity
in the declaring state. 1t assumes the in-
ternntionnl obligation of a neutral in the
presence of o publle state of war, It
wilrng all eltlgens and others within tlie
Jurisdietion of the claimant thut they vip-
late those rigorous obligations at their
own perdl and cannot expeet o be shield-
el from the conscquence, ‘Ihe right of
viglt and search and seleure of vessels
and cargoes and contraband of war un-
der admiralty law must under Internn-
tHonal law boe admitted as u legltiminte
consequence of a proclnmation of belliger-
eney,  While aceording equal bellfgerent
rights, defined by publie law, to ench pir-
ty In our ports, disfuvor wouldl be Impos-
sible to both, which, while nominally
equal, would welgh heavily in behalf of
Spuin  herself, Possessing o navy and
clilming the ports of Cuba, her maritime
Flghts could be asserted, not only for
the military Investment of the fsland,
but up to the muargin of our own terri-
torinl waters, and n condition of things
would exist for which the Cubang could not
hope to ¢reate a paraliel; while aid from
within our domiin would by even more
Impossible than now, with the additional
obligutlon  of International neutrality
which we would perforee assume.

Wil Intervene When Neoesunry,

Sure of the right, keeplng free from all
offense ourselves, aetunted only by up-
right and patriotic considerations, moved
nelther by passion nor selfishness, the
government will continue Its watohful
cure over the rights and property ot
Amerlean cltizens and wil| abute none of
Its efforts to bring about by pencefyl
agoncles i peace which shall be honorahle
and endurlng, If [t shall hereafter be a
duty Imposed by our obligations to our-
selves, 1o elvilizntion and humanity to
Intervens with foree, it shull be without
fault on our part, and only because the
nocesslly for such action whl be %0 clenr

U8 Lo command the support and oV
of the civilzed world, e RipreRy

——— i
ANNEXATION OF HAWAIL
Urgen the Sennte to Accomplinh the
. Unlon,
¥ & special message dated the 19 a
of June Iast, I laid befors the nntlrted oyr
the Unlted States a treaty, signed that day
by the plenipotentiaries of the United
States and of the republio of Hawall, hav-
Ing for ita purpode the incorporation of
the Hawallan Ialands ns an Integral part
of the United States and under its move
erelgnty,  The sénate having removed
the Injunction of secrecy, although the
treaty Is stil) pending befors that body,
the Mbject may be properly referred to
in this mossage, ag the neceasiry action
of 'conun'n is required <o determing by
leglalation many detalla of the eventual
unlan, should the fact of annexation be
accomplished, as T belleve it should be.
While consistently dlsavowing from a
Yery ¢arly period any uagEressive poliey
of alsorption n regard to the Huwalinn
BTOUR, a long séries of dlacussion through
threequarters of a century haas pro-
elalmud the vital Interest of the United
Stales In the Indepandent life of the
Islunds and thelr Intimate commercial de-

| thereof, the repulition

pendency upon thig

PNt
time It has been re oA

Deatediy Haner

In' no event ¢ould th Tl
LLLLLI 7 #
statehood cense by 1y, pn‘n". o
lands under the 11n|r||r.-,-a'.|r.|n u:: n
nnother power tligy the
Under these elreummtinn; s
events requlred that
Hhat mnpe
offered but declned, ghoy i

nees of time, coms g)
result of ¢
¥4 10 tHose (s
froe will of (e Hawallan gy
That trenty was LI‘.II:[':II‘HHI.];!“
without mdment by (he : y
pecsident of the repubiic of H“,M"'
10th. of Beptembey last, upd é.,:l'l‘
the favorable action of 1he A.mbrf»
B o effect the compiets Aty r'..'
islandy Into the domains of E:‘"F
States, What the gonditons nf‘ o
union ghall be, the poliijea) relation ¢
to the Unlted Statos, the r!mrn.nl 3
local sdminlstration, jhe Qi !r_-{
gree of the elictive {rnnn'h:ua‘;;
habitante, the extension of the 0
laws to the territory or the' eme
apecial laws to fit the Peciliar ;:nr:

and nesds o 4
therein, the renty hus wi "
CONGress, Y telegug

It Lhe treaty Is confiemeay L
slderatton of dlgnity and i;._r;o?: Lo!
the wisdom of congress will geg 1o i
avolding abrupt I'Iil!!lll”m!‘lh.nf o s
pertinps hardly yot Gtted 10 ehar o G
highest franchises of citizenship, g ::Ir.u
Ing due regard to the geogmphi
Ntona, e Jusl Provigions fe |
in local matters with the lar:pL:g. Th‘iv
Hbertles ns an integeal puet of oge v ol
will 'be acéorded to the Hawalon D

No lexs 6 due o a People wh 38 Tule
nearly five years of demonstintod el ot
to il the obllgations or Bell-qug
Ing #tatehomd, come of thelr fres wi|
merge thele destinles In our body pok

MOUT B the
“hing the the
b AN B el

An |

Ve

CENTRAL AMERICAN §TA1es 1";
o

Representntion of Dur oy
in the Greater Repuhiip,

As to the representitive of ihly gy
ment 1o Nicarngun, Salvidor snd ¢
Rlea, I have concluded that Mr we
L, Meérry, confirmed ae minlster o
United Btutes to the states of Niam
Balvador and Costa Ricy, shall poe
to Ban Joge, Cogta Riea, and there tey
tarily extablish the headguariens of §
United States to (hose three st
tonk this notion for what 1 reganid s
pharamount Interests of this coust,
wits developed, upon an lvestieanm
the sécretary of state, that the goverams
of Nicarngun, while not unwiiling 1
celve Mr. Morry in his diplomatie
ity, was unabile to o 50 ob aesatnt of
compuet concluded June M e
that republle and those of Balvadar
Hondurns, forming what s known o o
Greater Republle of Central Amerie,
surrendercd to  the representalive
thereaf thelr right Lo recelve dnd
diplomatic ngente. The diel was 5o
Ing to aceept him beonuse he win ot
erpdited to that body, | couwld st
eredit him to that body beeayes the sgn
printion law of comgresa did not per
Mr. Baker, the present minister al o
agua, has been directed lo presen
Iptters of recall,
Mr., Godfrey Hunter haos [Icewise
aceradited to the governments of G
mala and Honduras, the ssme o hh
ecessor. Guitemala ls not a membe
the Greater Republle of Central At
hut Honduras is, Should this latter g
ernment decline to receive him, b
been Instructed to report this (st @
government and awalt [is further [bairs
tions.

The Nicarngun Canal
A subject of lurge importance i ®
country and [nereasing appricabion mE
part of the people ¢ Ihemump.utlu:d
great highway of (fade between 1
Iuntie and Paclfic known as the Nis
gun canal, Ite value to Amerisan
merce lg universally admitted The o
misslon appointed under dato of Iy
Inst “to continue the surveys spd
Inntions authorized by the act afprm
March 2 1885, In regard o thy P
route, fensibility and ooat of cotsm
tlon of the Nlearagun canal, with a
of muking complets pluns for the i
work of consiruction of such canil
now emjloysd In the undertaking. 109
future I shall take octasion to (FN
to congresa the report of thin cou:uul
making at the same fimg IU‘-‘EI !
suggestions as may then seem adris

THE DIMETALLIC COMMISSION

Fallure of the Minslon of the Sptd
Sllver Envoys.

Under the provisions of the act of
gross approved March 3, 1687, for Wl
motion of an Internntional agreamed
specting bimetallsm, 1 appolated :
April 14, 1897, Hon, Edward 0, W
of Colorndo; Hon. Adlni B SIWEH;:
Ilinols, and Hon, Chorles L
of Massachusttts, as speclul enveyd
represent the United States Thes
been diligent In their effort to
concurrence and co-operation a:ul -
pean countries in the Intorstio :
tlément of the question, but up ":‘
timo have not been able (o secit
wgreement contemplated by thele m

The gratifying actlon of ﬂurl e
ter republic of France in th«u!
country in the attempt to bring &
agreement between the principal
morcial nations of Burope, W
fixed and relative value betwieh B
silver shall be secured, lurnl:hﬂm‘ |
ance that we are pot alons aMAEE Cg
larger nations of the world I e
the Internntional character or. l[ ¥
lemn and in the dmlrlu Jtﬂrg:ﬁ?"‘
wise and practical solutlo ‘

The British government has Iﬂll lishe!
resume of the steps taken folntly A
French ambassador in Londou o
speciul envoys of the United #ta !
whom our umbassudor in London et
co-operaied In the presentatioh L
subjsct to her majesty’s 1:0\"?*"‘0“.IIr
will be lald before congress Bak
envoys have not made their o
as further negotintions hm.weer: g
resentatiyes of this governmen prege
governments of other countries pelee
Ing and In contemplition. '!'hb::n |
that the doubts which have N e
In eertiin quarters respacliﬂ:“", ot
bility of muintaining the stab stadre
parity between the motals .W g
questions may yet be solved
negotintions, ’

Monnwhile, 1t gives me snnm{:r o
state that the speclal envoys
ready demonstrated thelr nblllt:‘ e
ness to deal with the subject, T Yors B
be earnestly hoped that thelf \gremet
result in an international ol
which will bring about rm[:m o
both gold and sllver &s mnnnr‘d' .
terms and with such mafesus \s upoond
seoure the use of both mefd Juriesg
basls which shall work no If [
any class of citizens.

et
THE MERCHANT MARINE,
Government Sheuld Foster
Langulshing Indasiry

cery stan
Most desirable from every #
national interest snd patmotss




