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af  the  woerld are  torned  toward
ot frozen pequisition in the  north,
for within 1s borders  hos  been  dis-
vovered on FEidorode,  The wond Klon-
deke. Etorally treanslated moaning  Deer

River, bsoon everys tongoe nmd s Known ns |

the designntion for a golil-bearing district
wareater in e amd vicher in charaeter
thisn auy the world has over known, with
the  possible exevption of  Colifornis.
Wlondsre Is the new open sesiime to
Aladedin’s cuves it supplants “Pike's Ponk
or hist™ du the gold-seoker's yernaenlir,
“Uhe days of U5 ay become ns cele-
Bivstidd & pliense ns “the dass of 40" for
the sazie fever thnt selzed upon the people
ad dotteal the Western prikries with em-
igrnnt trainy bonnd for the Paeifie

INDIAN HIVENR,

by elaionnyg vietims by the thousands, ol
enger v Beve the perils of the wectie
wh

e
il wWivst ! fortune from e frogen

The vopontsd  gold discoverion of the
present dny in Alasky amd the peportod
ROl discovorivs of 410 in Calitormiy aMond
many parillels, Uo tie nverage man the
trensites of the const Siate were siei-
bugly st hnnceessibile as i the dielids of
thee Yuhon aid its tribntavies.  One was
tore tevn 2000 mtlos geposs o0 tenekloss
dissert wnd over snow-bound  monntiin
pirses, heset by savages, whose dewdly
attaeks wavked the teail with blenching
btk aeross the Wostern States:  the
other in tienrely T000 miles by water,

States abont §30,- |

hetter results by ronning it through n
shides bos, but where the yield iy Iy nug-
aots dustemd of fine gold he prefers to
"™ i,

| Thee grent Klondyke strike was made
lnst year, bat unthing was known of it in
| the United Stutes until June 15 of the
| present yeinr, when o vessel called the
Excelsior nrelved in Sun Frunelsco laden
with winers from the Klondyke, whe in
| tirn were lnden with gold,  They twld
almost ineredible tiles of the deliness of
the newly discovered districtr, where for-
tunes Bad been neeumulated Inon few
monthis.  Experienced miners aond “ten.
derfeet” seemed to huve shared good for-
tune alike, and with some justice, too,
for the eredit of the discovery of the new
goll Hotla s due (o the tgexperienced wen,
Auother vessel hrought to Seattle n sec-
ot party of guccessful prospectors wond n
ton nmd o half of gold, These men had
endured pertl and undergone grent hied-
ships in secnmulating the fortunes they
brought, find they told u story that hnd o
dark ns well us o bright side. o tollow
| thelr oxample menns o risk of wealth,
| health nnd even Hife, But for those wha
are willlng to tuke the chaness the pros-
freet they hold out is allaring,

| The Klondyke Dintrict,

The richest of the mines in the Alnskn
region seets to be in the Klondyke, u few
miles pver the British border,  They wiere
diveoversl, nd has heen snid, by o party
of “temderfeet,” whio, aguinst the advice
of the old thmers in the disteiet, wandered
“over youler in the Klondyke" nnd struck
it pich, From Kloondyke comes much of
the gold and from Klondske seetus to
comb all the exeltement, A few “tenders
feet,” going it blind, have stireed up the
uathon,  Out of the region of their dis-
covery Tis conte, it s esthmnted, $2,000,.
M warth of gold during the present sum-
mers Newrly all of that gold has found
s way inte the United States,

It is hin o el where the Alaska golid
fields see loeated exeept that in o genernl
way the lwst of them are along the Yuko,
There are o few “ode™ mines near Ju-
nenn ang nlonge the sauthenst const of the
torritory (Khe most seoessible paet of §t,
It the one is of low geade amd mining is
made peetitable onldy by the most carefal
ninnngenent,

The plieer mines, from which prospect-
ars nre s 1o be linlog thele pockets with
palil, evupy the prominent plice in the
poptlae sdind, These ave in the reglon v
miote Trom civilizntion, little known, and,
ol neeotit of its uneertiintieos, doger-
ongly alineing 1o the pvernge mun,  This
guli-prosdieing  country of the  interior
Is b the vielndty of the Yukon near where
thitt greit river tirns 1o the west in s
cotese to the =en,  Before the disvoverios
He the Wlondy ke the most productive dis-
treiets Tl been along Forty Mile Croek,
pretly in British and partly in Awmerician
territoey, god the Birch Creek disteien, all
in Amwricun territory,  Along all of the
rivers in this eegion, teibntaries to the
Yuokon, gold diggings exist nud in many
plinees  puy the prospector woll for his
teomble,

Cook’™s Tnlet Is onother place where (e
rumaors of gold cnonsed crowds of unpre-

STONE HOUSE AT THE

—
throtgh n rigorons  climate, or  almost
4,000 mibies by laod wod water, with moun
tain passes 1o sonle ns dangerous na those
of the Swise Alps,

The fabiious tales of wealth sent ot
by the California ploneers were no loss
wondersil than those brought baek by the
e who biaved the last cold season in
the Klowds ke mideral belt, and o both
wisen those who returnsl bronght back
with them grent nuggets of the precions
stufl bt Jefn Hetle or no doubt in (he
mind of the hearer. The Oalitornia minee
In the song who had so many noggets that
B wis sivnstomed 1o “go s hatfu) Wiind "
fds his puradlel in the Yukon miner who
clabms to hnve “washed out™ $292 |y ane
panful of divt—a process that sisguires
e or twelve minutes,

The Aluskn dnd California gold felds
are alike nlro in helng placer mines, Placer
mining s commonly eallsd “poor man's
mintng.” for the reason that it s done
without machinery, while the implements
pequired lu the work are few amd of smnll
eont, A placer miner can get along very
well with a pick, shovel and gold pan.
Br the Jirt e ot rich he can necomplinh
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! pared ren 1o fovk, bt the district has ot
exuetly borne out the meputation given to
it hy surly Prospectors.

In all the immense conntry over which
the plucor mining extends it s extimnted
thitt up o Inst sear there were 2,000 win-
ers. The districts in which most of them
worked were in a bhroad belt of gold pro-
dueing vock, through which quarts veins
carrying gold ocenr frequently. Through
the gold-benring rocks the streams have
ot deep gullios and énnyons, snd in thelr
badls the gold which was contained in the
rock is concentrated, The miniug of this
conntey cotsiste, theeofore, fn washing
out the geavel of these bhds,

To Reach the Gold Flelde.

The best way to rench the Klondyke
district?  One goes from Seattle by veenn
steamer west and a little north, and pass-
¢s through Duteh Harbor, at the ex-
treme cnd of the Southwest Alaskan pe-
misily,  From there the stesmer turns
north awd conthines on to 86, Michael's
Isfund, o little nbove the mouth of the
Yukon, in Behring Rea. At that point
prssengers are tennaferted to the river
steawiers 1o begin the loug journey up the

Yukon, which winds northward and edst-
ward, wud fionlly brings the traveler to
Duwson City, now the principal town in
the district, although sisty-five miles from
the Klondye fields.

The cout of the wrip from Chicago this
WHY, u# prospecting miners nsunlly travel,
is  £251.50. It is divided ns follows:
From Chicngo to Seattle second cluss),
S31.00; from Beattle o Duowson City,
$200,  In time the trip costs thicty doys—
four from Chicago to Seattle, sixteen from
Senttle to 8t. Michnel's Islond, and ten
np the Yukon to Dawson City by the fast
bont.  ‘U'he distance in general fignres is
2250 milps  from  Chiengn 1o Benttle,
2,000 wiles to 8t Michael's Ialand and
1.500 milea wp the ¥Yukon to Dawson, u
total of nbout 6,000 miles.

ARCTIC P

Anothor woy, the “mountain route,” is
shorter in miles, but equally long in the
time it requires and o great denl more
dientt, By this route the traveler suils
mare direetly north o Junenn, which is
S0O miles from Seattle, and then goes by
ke and rver and over the mountaing
LUK midles to the new mining territory,
The cost of the trip this way ennnot be
detindtely stuted beyond Juneau, beepuse
after that polnt it depends somewhat on
the bargain made with the Chilkoot 1n-
dinng, who pnek supplies through the pass,
and the length of time the overland part
of the journey requires: hut the Indinns
who set as guides and pack sapplies do
ot work withont big pay.

Dawnon Citr,

Dawson City, the center of the new
mining region, although sixty-five miles
digtant feom the Klondyke, is said to be n
typical wining town—minug the guns,
The British Government enforees its lnws
tn Diiwsen, and those lnws prohibic the
se of Hrearis, co few men CArEY Euns,
The Inws of the enmp are onforced by
mounted police, whose captoin s o civil
officer.  Though there are said 1o he 3,000
people in Dawson, few honses have boen
built, four the prineipal renson that lumber
15 F100 per LW fees,  The genernl fenr
i, of vonrse, that there will be great snf-
foring there this winter, and it will be in-
crensed, it ix expeeted, by the rash of
nbprepated prospectiors who sailed for the
new felds immedintely on leaming what
lnck Lnd befallen these who have but
recently retinrned,

To give un geenreate [dep of the cost of
living 1w Dowson: Clty, the price list of
eenerdlstore there Is herewith given:

Flomr, per 100 I8y es cnees o o512 00
Muoose Tunin, por Ih, . PO 1)
s

caribon ment, per I

s

Dirfed frulrs, ';'n(-f-ih.,
Canned frilts

Lemons eiieh ..., X
Uringes, cuch e, AT i)
Tobaevo, e Q0. .. ouns, 1 M
Liliuors, per drink, ... i
HUoVela v.oiem e e, p 2
BIIA vvisancnsnsinnne s 0 ()
Coal oll. per gallon. . 1 00

Overslln .ocivinens
Underwear, per suit
Shoes .. ..., r A '(Hae
Rubler boots . . iaieea 810 to

Aluska and 1ts Resources,

In the purchase of Alnska, the United
States scquired a territors more than
halt & million square miles in extent,
part of It within the aretie eircle and in
the region of everlasting lee and mow,
where, during part of the summer, there
i continvous day and during the winter
continnous, droury night, The Alaskan
const line is greater than our Atlaptie -
board, but the entire population of whites,
Eskimos and fierce ludians who fre
called the Apaches of the North, s not

much more than that of a ward division
In Ohicagn,

In deqniring  the Alnskan territory,
though the United States moved jts e
ter, tigured in geographical mines, yot in
area or populntion, ns far west ns Ban
Francisco, The COUnLTY  Now  oxtends
from about the Whth degree of longitade
up at the far east corner of Maine to the

Thians, 10
I aos oh
Rugnr. iy on
Havon, per W, ... 44
Ruttor, por rolloo.,oony.. 1 50|
Kigies, per dozen, ... .. 1 50 |
Botter CEES, Per dOXCI. ooy vy ves vnrane 200
falwon, gacdi, ..., 1 .'.i}]
Potintoes; per b . o

220 degree up at the far northwest tip
of the Anskao mainland, This fs taking
Do sevoant of the little island of At
1O indles out in the Pacifie, ;

Huwallan gronp, which, sinee the pur.
chnse of Alnska, has really been our wesy.

beyond thy |

ern lupd Hmit, ‘The United Swmies, there
fore, may nlmost say with Englind that
the sun never sets on its possessions,

The Great Yukon River,

The priveipal river in Alnska, the Yuo-
kon, up which prospectors have to work
their wenry woy to reach the gold lields,
was cnlled by Schwatks, the Alaskuan
Nile, Tt tises o little more than 200 miles
above Sitkn, in the southern part of
Alnska, and then strikes northward, fol-
lowing & brond ciecle to the west before
it empties into Behring 8ea through an
extensive deltn,  Bix hundeed miles in
fronn the copst it Is more than o mile
wide and the volumpe of its water s wo
great us to freshen the ocoan ten yiiles
vk Crom nnd,

The principnl cities of Aluskn nre Ju-
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MAP SHOWING THE ALASKA GOLD FIELDS.

nenn und Sitka, They are both thriving
towns, amd probably  they  will thrive
fram now on, for o time at lenst, as they
have never thriven before. Alnska is rulinl
by n territorial governor, who now is J,
G. Brady, recently appointed by President
MeKinlay to suceced James A Shenldey,
The Governor's residence is in Bitka,

Amaong the things Alnskn has done for
this country aside from stirring up the
present gold excitement oue of the most
forwird wiis to fnvolve It in dispntes with
England on the boundury question wud
the seal fikheries business. Both of these
disputes threatened war, hot white-wing-
il ponce settled over the situntion in euch
cise anld brought the suggestion of thit
newly invented English-American instity-
tion—arbitrntion, However, the boundury
(uestion ik not settled yot.

Character of the Papulation,

The  census  enumerition  of 1800,
gave  the  population  of  the terri-
tory as H0H20, of whom 4,410 were whites,
H2 blneks, 108 hulf-breml Tudinnw sl
Eskinos, 18,735 natives not Eskimos tln-
:!_hmm. =125 Chinese and 8,400 Bskimos,
Phe number of whites s jrrobubly. been
more than doubled sinee then, however,
1 the Alnskan gold fever set in in mild
form three or four Yeurs ngo,  One would
hardly think of going to Alnska for the
sovinl advuntages of (he e,

Neithor conld it b sl that o rensong-
by constroetind Individunl wonld go there
for the climnte.  Tn winter the thermome-
ter falls o low in Glaees that no one will
recognize ity that it goes down to 70 ile-
Breea wnd lower,  During all this kind of
winter up in the Yukon region little onn
b done bt sit abont o fire in o valn en-
denvor tn keep warm, for dirknoss eXints
most of the time, and the life sevins like
that of a man wneomtortably sented o
the bottom of well,

6400000000000 0000
FACTS ABOUT ALASKA,

JURCHASED in 180T from Rye-
for 27, 200,000: pipehnse negotl-
ateid by Wilitom H. SBewn g,
Area In square miles, 531,400,
Popalation icenws of 18K,
i bt 4410
squimanx nod 13
Fstlmunted

0,820,
wirre whites, S 400
T30 Indknns

present pupulation, 40,

Prineipal eltles, Sitka ithe oap
.lunnnu.‘\\'rnnu«h Clrele Clry, plian,
Princlpal rivers, the Yuokon (more
than 2480 mtles long), the Kuskok-
wim, the Colville and the Copper,
Principal monntalns, Mouyt Logan,
altltude 10,500 feet; Mount 21, Bllns
18.100: Mount Weangel, 17,00 feor
Gavernor of the territory, Jam
Beady: resldence at Sitka.
Principal profducts
"";'3 iilljt} lulmhnr.
Fineipal oveupations of the peante
huating wnd tishing. s
('énh1l ﬂﬂ‘:dlllmlnl\'vr»d It 1850,
stimat yrodnet of gold to
$30, 000,000, SoM10. date,
Produet of golid in 1850, 4,070,000,
Klondyke In English I8 Dier River
¢ river s so desigonted op the
L]

maps,

Hp!‘mdjh gold delds partily \n Amer.
lean wod partly In Breitish territory
and the product is disposed of [y 160
L’mtod ﬂl:!oi:.

ene of the present excltemen

nlong the Uppor Yukou and te lritlll.ll‘-
taries

Distance from Chleago 1o the Kion.
dyke gold felds, vin the \‘ll:un.”?q
nbout GO0 mlles; vig Uhllkoat Pass
abaut 4,000 mlles, : *

Thue to make the t it
route, thirty days, R

!l:nnt u}f the nlp. about £,

ravel posslble only In June,
wod Angust, x SRty

Climate In winter severe In the .

{:tm. winter begiuning In Septem.

r.

During June and July cont|
daylight: during Ilmwuﬁrr u':lll T:rll;':'
ary mutiullnnn night,

I,
bestdes gold, furs,
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During the summer SR the g R,
somethnes even a Httle by Tiot, by o of
for long.  Tn thut fiwe, 1 m',.,,. 3 {iire.
most continunl day, for () el of {i{ l |
earth (it it may be wo enlfid) s phons i
that {8 pointed direetly ut the LT R

But as the summer brinizs wurmy riltar]
daylight it ulso brings mesquite abitimern
such  mosquitoes!  Creqtipes that it piik
and bite in such 4 WY 15 To myp AL
dreaded Jersey vuriery R Dy i salib
son like the silvery, ungolic, sweetly, § il o
ming fancies of 4 pesceryl dronm § fory !
travelers who return from the Y 1o
gion tell stories of how gy n‘u uh} 1;,. ]
men, courageous vnough to underk ,‘ m".!
porila 0 ionen ¥ e CUMIEEY. e
tetunlly break down and iy in bty il of uik
perution and despair undor e i ihe
of these tereible pests. The low gaf cliior
"mugnificent distanees" of the (ol
not the only druwbicks 1 s B
tion or 14 journeying to the woll fieldy,
mosquitons wust ever he et b

OF conrse, it the southern fart of )

e
his flu

wis
keay wheve Junean and Sitlk gro sty b &)
the winters nre not so rigorous, A .:,
the weathey is camparatively mibd, g the ¥

sununer i said to be delighl o |
Juneau and Sitka are infiniesing g presar
pured with the whole conntry, g o w, wit
are not an irdex to what st gty
ther up and farther infand, nplexit

Industries of Alaskn,

When teavelers were askid as e
two or three years ago what ey g
principal pursuits in Aluska they e
of course, that fishing and luntiig o
nished veevpation for the Hreater pun
the popmintion.  Whit else wis to e
pected Crom o populntion mude np b g
main of Eskimos nml udinns? Iy g
Stk disiriet there are mngnifioo
ests wnd Tumbering is an industrs, b il
the barten, ey north the oevition
the Inding was to shoot and trup
hear, the fox, the otter and the other g
mils whose fur woold bring o prie
the markets of the world, to eateh
senls aad spear the whitle and entel
other tish or gnme thar conlil be i
into money,  Siloon e nning s the g
Industey of the Kadink district, agd
been for years,

Of Inte, however, the other indusirs
Aluski hnve sunk almost out of sigh
canse of the new gold thieey,  Mini
course, is the industry of the white s
Virgin gold might have lain in plaio dg
In the rocks to a limitless extent il
wll prabability the Indinns and the &
Kimow swould never have touched it, fud
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PROSIPECTING IN ALASKA,

wnd fues e the standard of valie wi
them.  Gold fills no Bakingo stomiohs sl
Keeps to Eskimo body wurm,

But sith the white mun it was difler
ent. He came, he sow, he dig, dnd &
the digging he tound riehness, (Glitenis
gold greeted his eyes, aud the fover o
golll s vpon us,

Working Placer Mines.

The Klondyke mines are placers—te
most ensily . worked mines of ooy, ud
requiring  the lenst expenditgre, T
methods of washing out plicer gold o
kuown ne “shujeing” and “paoning.” T
former is vmployed where the yicld s #
ordinary vulue, while all old-timers pe
for the lutter jn rich ground,

In wluicing the dive is shovele) into 8
sliiiee b, through which water is
Iy running. The box is of varying lengik
nnd hus lioles Bored in the bottom, Thee
holes are filled with auicksilver; the dir
gravel and smnll bowlders are wa
over the quicksiiver, but the gold adhers
to . When n miner “cleans up,”" sone
tites every night, sometimes onee n week
the water is turned off and the sl b
holes sire cleaned ont,

In panning, the dirt is put fnto a gkl
piut—nbout the size of o small dishpas
This pan is mnde of copper, The mioe
Buits beside a stream, dips water il
the pon, oscillates it with o motion that
ot only be aequired by experience, 8
gridunlly slonghs out the water, dirt
Erivel, ote, rotnining the gold in the pie
Gioll betng the heuviest substanee, it s of
course the casiest to retain in the pas
LE it bee in the shupe of nuggets, the mine
picks them out of the pan with his fingen
If the gold be in small particles, fine
ur “flonr” gold, he dries the pan i the
sun dnd enrefully brushes the deposit inf)
i piece of buckskin or other materisl 1
for earrying the precious metal,

A pick, 0 shovel, g gold pan, water, and,
of conrse, some gold nre the only esstr
tials of placer mining, Muchinery is obly
Heoeksary in placer mining where Iane®
areas of ground that yields only modet
ately are workid, and then only for by
draulic power in wishing down the dift

Good News for Him, i
“You are destined to marry riches
the seeress suld, “byt—="
“But what i
“Denth will olalm you two yedrs
fore the event,”—Town Toples



