A BLESSED

MORTGAGE|

Mrs, Munroe was [Hoesetisics of (e
Nght, She lind gocenre
the most ridiculons wi
she hind not told the new giel, hut 1t was
quite troe that she pald her not half
whnt she had been compelled o poy
the cook whia had Just Lefe hor, Bt
when Almlea Pollers, a fresh, ploasint-
foenturd young country giel ladd ap-
plied for the piace and had aceepted
Mrs. Monroa's offer of $2 a week to
start with, her now mistress did ot
Lhink it vevessury to mentlon that the
profferid sin was very low Indeed

Of cotrse, you shiall have more as
Yo lmprove, Almiva, but you Know so
Hetlis abiont faney cooking 1 soareoly
fevl abile to pay you more pt the starr,*
Mes, Mutiros b, smiling sweetly on
Almbrn, who did nor know that very lit-

0 onew ook at

Jik, (M voursie,

e fancy eookdng was ever done iy that |

household,  And go Al ook up hoer
burden, and for the fiest thoe In nine
teen years of her life began to enrn
WIS,

The Pollers had always been farmers
and owned their own place, but Al
mir's futher had somehow managed
to get hebind dnd & mortgage lind been
fastensd upon the farm, “Ihe man who
held the mortgnge was very well sntis-
fieil o recelve o good Interest pvery
year and renew Peter Pollers' note, hut
It enme to pass that It was hard to poay
even the Interest.  ‘This partloular yenr
the crops hnd mostly fafled. It lncked
but o few weeks untll the Interest was
due, when Almira, the eldest of the
flock—thers were ten in all—made up
her mind to go out “to service” Her
determination ereated n great commo.
tlon in the family, None of the Pollers
women Lid ever worked out, and the
Iea was very distasteful, but Almira
eventially carvied the day. Had hep

edocation been thorough enough shie |

would gladly have taught school, bhut
the Hitle Pollers had appeared gt such
franguent intervils that Almira was ob-
il to stay ar home most of e thme
to nssist her mother, and ber dduea-
ton wis Mol ted,

Ho, not without some nwaril stre-
gles, she had deelded that the only wiy
she coulil help along wonld he by ex-
erclsing her chilef gift, cooklng.  Mrs.
Munroe's advertiseinent in the Woek-
Iy Gazette bl eaught her oye, il
S wis vory appy when she seenpsd
the sftnation,  The wages were 1ot
lnege, but she coulid save all the money
for ber father, and there wonlid be one
litss o feed ot liome, Thutt ot
Tor something,

Mes. Munre's fumily eonsistod of lep-
Belf and w0 brothier, My, Motroe g
died severnl years before nwd his wiid-
oW was quite weaththy,  Tlee home, sle-
unted In an oarvistoeratie snbueh of e
clty, although small, was  handsome
sl well gppolutid, and she lind st

clont Ineame to Keep (e up well, Mrs, |

Munroe HRed 1o call herself econoiiie
al, and we cannol deny she was In
some things. Sl deessed  elogantly
aml gave Ineteely o ey ehorell,. bat
therd never was e eloser woniin Iy
sote respects thin shies The shop povs
Pl e tonsee lier eone bn, Tor al
thongh sheoadways purchnsed the Tos,
she Invariably Bagglind at the prlee
il sl gor e goods for less than
thele marked price. b the grocorios
1t wins the sanme way, wid wor o thoe
servaut who wasted o serap of gny
thlng o presumed o et wore thina
the milstress thonght nécessary.  Aftor
the flrst whle Mes, Munroe removed
uny delivavies she cotshilersd dnnecos:

¥ for o servant's conrse apperite
withont the sllghrest  eompuingetlon
Her bDrother Ton, whia pabd 4 -
soie sume for the privilege of sharing

Bttt By, obce saw this performance
amd remotsteated with her, "bur 1o 1o
nvail,

"It would e casting pearle before |

ewlne™ she remucked to his Intense
disgust, ns she replaced adlsh of lem
o Jelly in the closot nod substimaued o
saucor of molpssos

Tom Bhney was one of those ble
hoarted caviviad fellows who, left
With moree: monoy thin they nesiled,
sucveciled In gottlng eid of It In Qiiter
ent Wl unproiimble ways He was
not really i, bhuat be deank a goil
bl and never it done any tilng use
fal i Ws e e hind
Iis father's oo, bt hie was exteeie
Iy wenk fn bls arithimetle, and s
Comdind I midxlog op the teures sa
badly that It took an expert o un
gl thon After that hls father
had not trisd w make g bosiness man
of him, bt sald that as Tom el beon

Cut out for a4 geatlen e shoudd b
(LHTAS

But this wos exaetly whine pogi Tom
WHR not et out et ls, 1f we
Agree 1o the aceeptesd meaning of the
word—a man of relined manners. e
lovid horses and onjoyed the ot ety
of homsweinen; Uked better to hoar a
robust German glrl slug funvy sougs

oopme e |

the Geand, I e ever ylelded 1o his
sister's importunities 1o

I:II the garden than 1o heur Patt]l at

oy
ber to o dancing purty he was sure 1o
step on his partner’s toes, o tenre thelp
| Dresses by Lis awkwardoess, and drink
[ too much clhuwmpagine a1 supper.  In
fact Tom, althongh Kind-hearted anid
honest, was very I at ense nml ot
of place ot goelety, amd at st after

muking himsell very fonspienons at n
New York danee, his sister vowiy] she
wollil never nsk bim 1w go with her
pginln, She pold bim this vory emplhoe-
fendly the morning after the ball, as
I|-~l|~- lefr him tooent Wiz Inte breakise
I.|!"m-,

T wna fotlihe vy tadly nnd'lo
|.!ul..'i|1: I & severe case of “RKotzen
Jammer,” the result of oo fréquent vis-
It2 to the punch bowl, but lpoked up
when Almira enme In with his break.
fust and notleed that she was looking
pale.

“What 1s the matter, Almira®™ he
sk

UNothiing, Mr. Tom," replied Almira,
moving toward the doar quietly.

“Iosay there s something wreong
ont with 1t Almidra,” continued Tou,
wishing to help her If she was i tron-
ble of any kKind. Almirn made nooro-
ply and Tom sprang up atd obstract-
ed her way,

“Say, you're working too hard, anml
Sister Eleanor pays you heastly small
wages, I'lIl be bound.  Maybe It's a
new gown or o bonnet you're geley-
Ing alter—eh, Almira® Here, tnke this
and get 18" And before Elmira could
speak the Impulsive Tom had plunged
hls hands nto ks poekets, brought ot
n lot of coln and pusbed It lnto per
hands,

“How dare you?" she demamdoed, so
choked up she ecould seareely artie-
wlate, “Have I ever glven you any
reason, Mr, Tom, to treat me with
sich disrespeet ¥

“DMsrespeet 2 repeated . Tom, very
roal and astonlshed, Do you think 1
meant any disrespeet o you,” Almirg?
Ioswenre [ orespect you more than any
other woman I know: 1 only thoughn
you were pining for some of the pret-
ty things most zivls like, anl why
shounldn't T do some good with my
nselegs money

Almira sow that he was Lonese In
lis speech and wis appeased, hut
when he asked anslously, “If 1t isn't
a gown or hat, what in heaven's name
Is [U¥" she burst into tears, amd for-
getting that she wad Mrs, Munros's
sepvantgiel and that Mre. Tom was
et Brother amd o vieh man, forgetiing
all save the tronble thar wis wenring
on her amd making her pale and thin,
Al poncel out ber woes fnto his sym-
pathizing ear.

P
"

She told hiim about the morteng: on
thele farm, how it hod been ronewed
from yenre to yeir when the Interest
Fwas puhls They had grown so qeens.
tonnnl 1o thae they had never thougeht
of losing the place until Mr, Pollers, on
taking the Interess so0 hardly  oaroml
naed Sereased by Almdei's savings, ol
hoen Inforimed that his creditors sl
ed the money and must have i on e
form,

i blow had fallen: ke n elap of
thunider from aoelear sky, e el
aof Teavimg the olil homiestodl wis in
supportable, and yer where could Pe-
ter Pollers expect 1o radse the money
to eancel the mortgage?

Almira wld her story, punetuntmg Iiy
sobs. and Tom lstendd  attontively
Wihien she lag fnldied, he asked, Bl 1
It Inkge s, Almdeg =

O yes, Me Totn, 20005 gl syl
sy,

“Humi" said Tom, polliog L's muos.
tnehe nd Woking very hanl our of
[ the window, “Couldn't vour father get
SO e o pay the man and ke ap
the mortgnge?

“Suppose—suppose—TI ke it up, Al
mir ¥ venmend Tom, still loaking ot
of the window and g
agnin

HE very
Astontshiment amd rapues. g
peared ou the 2iel's Giee ar s wiitil<
“ha you mean it Me, Tow
AT too goad ! slie erlml
“Hoslit™ ol Tom, brusquels. “1rs
stnply A& good divestiiont,  Don'y

U, yon

[ ense e of belng gond, Almies: 1 1"
corrigily bask, 1 oame But ihearing
| Tootateps approachide, CRITLIE TR
deive o anl soe Your fither to-dos

vl dot the mertgoge,

Al withou
DeE A mstent o EXJire

i Sireicd on
Not long after this Almira notlse
thit Tom wis deinkige stemiily I
tolwhing mivals e ate nt hotow alone

Mrs. Munroe declirineg she wonkl ey

aod vonbd not Temd bim hor OO

Pl g, as shio w
greal dleal of §
Sl =o
VTR PUTE
ne lant

Loty Wi, felt o

ik 1

his s, wl

wod. was wnsting

il fortane i dissipation, au
W mornitg whon be was logk

g utusually used up apd 44 hands

were trembling so that le could hardly
hold his cup she agaln forgot the dif-
ference in their statlons and spoke out.

“Mp. Tom,” she =ald, “I'm sorry for
you."

“What! Sorry forme? What do yon
mean, Almim? 'ni having a Jolly good
time. A short life and a merry one—
thit's my motto,

Al shook her head and looke] at
Ll steadily, “Do you never think how
much good you might da Instead of
thirowing yourself into little better than
n sty

“Humph! Thar's pretty strong lan
gunze, 1 must say,” he growled.

“Bot (t's trap, Mr. Tom, If yon keep
on yon'll sink lower nod Jower—ol, it°s
drepdful o ihick of I Almira shuid-
dered as she pleked up her tray and left
the table

"Told there," sald Tom, “you don't
ntlerstand {r, Al It's got such a
Lold on me,  How can 1 shake it off?
v got no one else to help me 01 try,"”
nwd, weakenod andl uopersved as he
Wik, the tep ez atartid to Lis eyes, “Tell
nee wluit to do”

UYou enn o get down and pray to God
o belp you” salil Almira, solemnly,
ol you can go o the cure,. They sny
s wolderful what they ean do, Be
woman, Mr, Tom, and tey 1" ghe nrgel,

Tom sat frresplute for a moment,
then roze amld ervstdd hor band, 8
will ey, he salld, “nad I 1 eowe ot
alivad e will all be owing 1o you. But
Itowill e band, Almirn. 1 know, for 1
tried once, only 1 coulin't stiek (v our
Bor 'l tey ngaln, if only o show
You—""He stopped abruptly and rung
her hnnd and rushed out of the room.

It Mrs, Mutiroe had known that her
brother set sueli value on Almir Mol
lers' good opinlon she would have been
horeified.  She reported that brother
Tom hitigd gone o n sanltariom becauge
shie had lectored him into It, and was
quite satisted as the weeks lengthiens]
It months and Tom still remnlned
there

In truth he was having a terrible
fight with the demon who had so nenr-
Iy elaimed Bim as his own. Duat at st
he eame out abiead,” 49 he mself ex-
pladned it

When he returned home he walked
stralzht through all the handsome
rooms down to the kitehen, where Al
mira was alone at work. The look
on hig faee even before lie spoke, told
ler that be had conguersd,

"0, I'm so glad,” she faltered, put-
ting her toll-worn hand Into the one lie
held our. 1 knew you could do it

“You had falth in me, did you, Al-
mirn " he asked, still holding her Lind
anil looking eurlously at her beaming
face, Almira todded assent,

SWell, 'm cured now—wouldn't touch
tdrop of ft If there weore gnllons aml
gnllous of the very finest flowing
around me,  But will it last® T can't
tell, and I've got to have somebody to
help me If that dreaded thirsst comes
on agiin, U've got to have a wife who
will love and belfeve In me pnd keep
me from falling. You're the only one
who Lad falth lu me, Almira, and you're
the only one I want for a wife, Say
yes, Almira”

“Oh, Mr. Tom,” she eried, trying to
draw ber hand away, “you ean't mean
It—why—1'm—only your slster's cook.”

“That has nothing to do with the
ense. You're the noblest girl 1 know,
and T owant yon and only you. Can't
you try to lave me enough to marry
me, Almira? Il tey to be a good hus-
band, T swenr™

“How can [ help loving you,” mur-
mured Almim, “T've nearly worshiped
you sinee you lifted that heavy load
from my poor father's shonlilers, and
it you think I am good enougl for
you "

't on your batiner riglit o wiy and
wolll i a Heense umil & parson.  Mrs,
Munvoe milght say some things—un-
pledsiant things—to Amira Pollors that
she would nor dare 1o sy to Mes, Tom
Brney”  And Inosplte of Almiea's pe-
munsteanees she was marelsl off, aml
<o expeditions was Tom that inslle of
an ot they were mnrried,

Mrs. Munroe, when she was notifisl
of thie lappy event, guve full Wiy to
e rage I the privacy of her own
tank - When Kind friends offorsd ol
dolenee she sighed and wipm] o fow
Hmazinary teaes with lier inndkerehiof

“Hrother Tom was always the binek
sheep of the family,” she sald. “Wo
tever coull mnke a gentlemnn of him.
Lo suppose we should be thankful he's
diane no worse, The 2irl 1= really quite
capable and may be able 1o Kewp him
stralght,"

The usual onder of things was e
vorseil when Mrs, Tom Birney on ler
wesdding day made hop tathern presont,
amd ot was nothing less thin the mort
“age on his farm, And Almira =i,
¥ all drew around the froplac
ched v turn o ashes, that |t
lessisd mortgage after all, for

el hwr jugdivedtly to ler Tom.—To
1ade Blade

Tommy—s8ay, Mollle, 1 wish I had 1
euta to get some eamdy with,. Mollle
Givand ask father who Soemtes was
il what s meant by thy dlferons sl
nleulus. IMe's got campiny, and |
<honlin™ wonder If he gave yona quar
vr~Hoston Transeripr.

“Dh
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Cattle Plagne in Africa.

A tercite pestilence 18 raging In Af-
tlen, not only among demestie eattle,
bue gmong certaln specles of wild eat-
tle: and It atracke also the bufalo,
ghraffe, wart-hog, eland and seveéral
other species of  antelope.  Capiain
Lugard, wrlting from  Gaberones, In
Bechuanalomd, savs thit pear villnges
llllIll|l’"l|-ﬁ. even thonsands of eareasses
lle abont. Berwosn Gaborones and -
Inwiyo there dare reporind to be four
thougamd wagons stranded  Deeause
thielr oxen are dead,

Wind and Walking.

The Falkland Tslands, and other pes
gions In the South Tempernte Zone,
are remarkable for the high and vin:
lent winds that Dlow peross them, A
recent visitor to the Falklnuds hos
noted the fact that the Inhabltants of
those Islands. In consequence of belng
habitoally compelled to beace  then-
selves agalnst the wind In walking,
have acquired u peenlinr galt, so te-
warkable that a native Falklander can
be rendily distingulshed by his manner
of walking. On account of thelr zalt
they are called “kelpers,”

Edison's New Light.

One of the results of Mr. BEdlson's ex-
periments with the invisible Nerays
discovered by Professor Itoentgen ls
the productlon of 4 new kind of lamp.
Like the ordinary Incandescent elee-
trle lnmp It conslsts of a glass bull
exhausted of afe. This bulb is coated
on the fnside with o substance which
fluoresees brillantly at the tonch of
the N-rays, By means of wires seal-
od In the ends of the bulb, and furnish-
ed with proper terminals Inslde, an
electrle current Is sent through, and
Nerays are thus produced within a flu-
orescent shell,  When the current flows
the lump shines with o mild, pleaging
lght, and without pereeptible heat.

Horseless Corringes,

The recent horseless carriage rooe
from New York Clty to the Ardsley
Country Club on the Hudson is pe-
gardel by those Interested as having
provd that such self-driven velilcles
are well adapted for use In citles,
There wis a French carviage entered
In the contest, but the prize was car-
rled off by an Amerlean earringe. The
SBelentlfic Ameriean says that the man-
uer In which the horseless earringes
dodged back and forth in front of and
around cable-cars and wagons *om-
onstrated beyond argument that the
horseless carrlage Is much more cap-
able of control than the ordinary horse
and carrlage.”

Camphor Hecoming Fenrcer,

Most of the world's supply of cam-
phor comes from Japan and Formesa.
Of late years the demand las begun
to exceed the supply, and the question
hits arisen how the ltter cay be main-
talned.  One of the reasons why eam-
phor 1s becoming searcer and dearer 15
sald to be that it Is extensively used
In the monufacturs of coliulold. Al
present camphor Is malnly produced
from the go-callsd camphior-tres, which
attalns a glgantic size in Jupan, one
specimen recently mensurol belng 115
foot tall, and having 4 teunk over 141
feet In dinmeter. The tree s common
In China, but as yer the productiog of
camphior In that Country s very -
ftedd. The campliortroe ix a member
of the lautel family, and s related in
genus o the clnnamon-tres, [t ls sald
that enmphor can be produeed from
other specles of tracs,  In Borneo i
very aromatle eamphor s obitained
from the natural deposits of gum on
the trunks of a specles of tree Il
Renons to that Island and Sumntya,
Borneo eamphor |5 tare anid very eost
Iy,

—
A Terrific SearFight,

The Prince of Monaco has recontly
anuounced his intention 1o senl I||‘..
Facht on an expedition of dlscovery
among the haunts of the et|wr|n-\\'lmhl-_
This leads Mr. Frank T, Bullen 1o pe.
Inte ln Nattire some of his experivnees
with whales, and he rells A story of
A fight of sea-tmonsters in the S:m‘u of
Malacea which rends like g romanee,
The fight accurred 1y g stooth sey
on o omoonlight night, and Mp, Bullen
watehed it from the deck of n ship
with the ald of a nighr #lass. His ar-
tention was first ateacted by a com-
motlon In the water, which Lo -
posed might be eanse) by 4 voleanle
disturbance of the sendum, Bxamin.
atlon with the glass showed u vory
large sporm-whnle gl In deadiy
confliet with a waonstor squid, or dcv]i.
fish, whose tentacles encirelsd  the
whale's body, “The Held whiltenoss of
those writhing arms wilth  enlaewl
the cnchalor (whalel lke 4 nest of
mighty serpents stood ot 1o bisli] pee
ltef ngalnst the  Dblack, bonldorlike
bead of the agressor” The MLt ossar
Wns the whale, squlds being g favorite
prey of sperm-whales, “Presently (he

| my trunk.

whale ralsed ftself hale out g
and we plainly saw the a':rtn.]-' "
head of the glgantic holgg “,
distance, something ungep 4 .
appedred about the gizs of UIL-‘T
largest ofl-casks, whicl hupy W
lons,  Llke the rest of the #uid :'.
it was of a pecnlinr (e whits
In At gleamed two eyes of ik i
ness about a toor in Mamigey
seribe, the wonderful .-.,u,,,,'..l,”:;
those two monsiers |s far Bigagy
powers. ALl around e 0ty
were elther smller whales op i
sharks wlio wete oviil utly hm'
in the destruction of the i, ang
ting a full shiate of the fesst, Al
len says the enclreling TETITDiy
nally shipped off the swhalie B
the fight ended in oan evidig i
for the wlhinle,

THE FATAL SHEARS

What They Did in a Way or "Gt
Even"

There was a hard look In Jojyy,
wick's eyes, but it wis als g I
trivmph,  ITe bent over his Hosk o
worked steadily for an lour iy
saying o word to any of his e i

Flually, one of the Uoys gk
whiat haid happened,

SOh, it only a e domestio & i
" e sl “hoe 1T onees 6 STl -
out all plght.”

Upon belng pressed 1o pplate o
ture of the tronble, Warwick salg

“My wife got a palr of Dlooms
week, Intemding to 2o ot toulay
i Do-mlle ride. Now, I have alwy
declared that T would not permij
wife to be seen in public with ny
that kind npon lier person, and§y
ceeded early this mornlogto sl g
I was o man of my word, 1go
of those bloomers and looked th
Here," he conoluded, §
antly slnpping his hip pocket, “k
Key.”

Every man In the office congen
Warwlek upon the stand Le had ti
His employer, n erusty old folluw |
seldom gpoke to the young men g
service, eame around and told i iR
an undertone, that his salars o |
be ralsed atones, as It was svident §
Lie was 4 person of sterling worth

When the day's work was ende] )
Warwlek went home with o Hght g
The announeement of his prospirge:
he reckoned, would patel up frks

relations with his wife. and v
of future happiness fitted befors

But, alas, the door was locked, S
the place seemed to be desertel i

st down npon the pereh aud w

for an hour, but the worman e b
A0 not return,  Then Be thonght
wonld put on hig old overalls and 4
around In his little garden, He

that he needed exerclse,

The key to the kitehen (oot o
uuder the mat, and he wis soon m
muaging the. elothes closet In searh
his overalls. They could not be fo
At last he entered his wife's siv
raom, and there, upon the foor, 4
the southern extremities of the g
that had In days gone by servel )
g0 well and falthfully. They had be
cut off at the knees, {

John Warwlek burled his face in S
hands and wept In wild  despa
Cleveland Plain Dealer. i

The Army Rifle in Hunting
Samething for sportsmen 1t
slder serlously, If they Intend top
one of the new H30-ealiber grmy rif
13 the grent penetration of the bulks
e of the bullers would kil oo
through n 4-Inch spruce tree, or 4 o
o mile and more away, No ording
tree ean be depended on to stop @
of thege bullets, amd §r might w8

travel half o mile throngh dense Wi,
and hit a man far out of sight A
dendly effeer,  *1lel] aml Ko
4nys that the next Legislasare of
Breat game States shoulid pass 4@
probibiting the use of a jacketed 18
let, because of the danger to ho
beings,  Another argament it offers
favor of sucl a law will have
Influence on the men who do not
o wound without killlng the g
This class of bullets (s tseless
lurge gnme unless soft-pointed”It
“as It rarcly kills instantly. bat all
the game 1o die from Internal hem
rhage, and In terrible agony ol
rench.”  When suel a rifle 1s @
for Mg game o bullee that myshnoe
should be employed. The mushm
g buller will kil anything, as It
clear throngh an olk, moose of d
and the forve of the lmpaep wol
knock a mnning greizzly down—¥
York Sun,

Perpetnal Motion?

Perpetial motion hae been the dr
of the lnventor nlmost ever sinee
fitst Invention of any kimd wag |
fected.  Pliny snvs that In his f
there were machines whijely the o
turs claimed woulid work, without 8
ping, for an indeéfinite length of
amd o the patent oftice of every &
ermmnent of the world there are W
drods of devives for securing this 8
Due authority sthtes that o the pa
office At Washington there are @
LUt such aplianees, for sach of Wi
the Inventor hoped snecess, The
petual motion mwachlnes, Lowaver.
never sueevedml, and pever will noe
men sueeesd o overcoming it
the Inertia of mattor amd graviat
anid also In fnding mwaterlnl that
Hever wene ont,

Nothlog tires o man more than t
graterul all the tme,




