WFIVE + THOUw |

Y doear glirl, you'll have to let
M me off. I'm awfully sorry, but
the Governor won't give way.

I'm reaily fond of you, and 1 think you
are of me, but—-"

“0)1 why didn’t 1 want (0 marry a
decent barrlster, a4 doctor, oF even o
journalist, ingtend of an Earl's younger
#on " sald Miss Muriel Mallett, with
a frown on bher pretty face, and a tear
or two In her lurge, llmpid eyes—oyes
which mude all the men think, wroug-
1y, that shie was poctical and gentiment-
al, “But, serlously, can you give
up”

The Hon. Hob Muartindale looked nt
her, She wad Juat his ideal—tall, well:
bullt, but with a sauey face In which
the big Dlnek eyes seemed ont of plice,
if fascloating, There was in her coun-
tennncee the strangeness which, accord-
um o Bacon, I8 necossiry to great
beauty. Ehe alected 4 tallor-made
gown and was always well groomed;
yor, though ber drosgs was a trifle man-
nish, In the brusque movements which
showad that she was Adgety, glimpses
of gossamer stocking and fine Valen-
clennes revedled themselves, and show-
ed that she hnd o conaclenee In costume
that would have delighted the hero of
Gautler's novel with the famous pre.
face.

“My dear glel, If It were a qunestion
of risking my llife, or anything lke
that, I wouldn't hesitate; if It were even
one of those affafrs of fellows who
for a few hours of—of —well, you know,
gladly dlie, 1'd be there; but—but I can't
be a ead. They have brought me up
as a awell without any profesalon, and
I'm n bit of a fool, and 1 couldn't live
on your earnlogs ns nciress, so there
you are"

Miss Morlel sighed. Bob was n hand-
some fellow and manly, and he would
have the title and estntos some day If
two obstacles were to dlsappenr.

“I did ke you, Bob, and de, and
you were nlways sirajght. 1 shonld like
to hive been your wife, 1f only wo'd
some money (o ran o theateleal com:
pany with!"

“You, If 1 hadn't been such a juggins
as to blne the five thou, ald Unele Tom
loft me -1 didn't know yon then,”

“You, If we'd the five thon!" she
stavted o lttle. “Yon will marry me
i ever 1 have £5,0007 O, you'd have
to work, have (o be my manager"

He nodded,

“IU'% A promise for two years?”

“Yes'"

“Honor bright**

“Yes, of conrse, if—"

“If 1 run stenlght?  Well, lonk here,
welve been engaged—honorably - and
you want to broak it off."

He lowered his head,

“I'm young, only 24 oven at Somper-
set House.  1Ud ke to have married
you, and [ should hitve been n good
wire, oo, However, some day [ may
want to marrey some one else,'

The man shnddered,

“A Dhroken engngement fsn't o oor
tificate of good character; yon must
glve me ote, That's faie”

She got up amd wheeled to him a
Huthe round table, on which was a croe-
odile-skin wrlting-pad,  with  sllver
edges. She opemed I, took ont writing
paper, and found him pen and ink,

“Now, then, welte this-

“My Dear Miss Mallott: It 18 my
palnful duty to tell you that { have
made froltlessly n desporate offort to
galn my father's consent to our mar-
rlage, e utterly refuses, saying that
he ls so old-fashloned as to obfect to
have an actress ns davghter-indaw,
Therefore, I am compelled to break
off my oengagement with g woman
whom 1 still love and cateem."

The Hon. Bob slgned the letter sad
iy.

“Now, be off. 1've to g0 to rehenrsal,

(No, you mustn't deive me down. Onee
more, If within two years 1 have five
thou. as eapltal, you promise you will
marry me?"
b “Yes, darling, on my word of honor!”
[ With a swift movement she threw
her arms around his neck and kissed
him passionately. A minute later he
Jfound himself ln the street, sad and
hewildensd,

Thut evening there was rejoleing in
[Ahe blg mansion In Belgrave Square,
and the Rarl of Hexbam drank too
‘much In honor of the return to re-
‘apectabllity of the prodigal Bob,

#We'll soon find you a wite, tmy boy,”
he sald, over the port, which he drank
in honor of the affalr and in deflance
of gout and doctor's orders. “None
,of your rich American trash, but same
one of decent family and the sort of
molld, reasonable dowry that a younger
son deserves”

Next moming at 12 o'¢lock, when
the Earl was vaioly trying to put on
his boots without swoaring at the pain,
the ITon, Bob sntered the lbrary with
A decument o his Hand. "1 tever

thouglit she'd
s il

“Hons what*"

“Laok; the beastly thing says, “The
pladntl elaims dnmages for breach of
promise of mureinge.’”

“Bring me my slippees!™ shoits] the
Earl; “dimy the horse! send ronnid the
broughnm!"

Off he went o Lineoln's Tnn Fields.

You'd better settle,” salil Me, Pon-
der, th old family lgwyor,

SR he dhouted, “settle! 1))
shiow up the baggage, the PN pat
every detective in London on the Jol.
' nar afendd of ooner
Jury hears whint she reahy s

Bt the senndnl®

“Don't talk ahour seandal; enter an
appearance, and leave the rest to me"

"My dear Governor,”  Inteprapred
Bob, who had aceompanied him, “he
fale to the giel, 1 dldn't think Muriel
waonld have done 13 bie shie's perfoctly
stralghr—1'd stake my Hfe on (1.

“Nonsense, Bob!  You're a fool, and
rou'q botrer vy abroad till the af-
falr’s over. I uttond 1o It ') show
her how o bt The Earl's eyes
gleamed.  “We'll toach her, won't we,
Ponder, whut litigation means?' Then
he old adengthy, stale tale of his sne-
cosgful Inwsnlt nbout right-of-way—a
suecess which added a pew morigage
to the family colleetion.

“1t's all wery well," said Mr, Ponder,
“but thut was chaneery, this s com-
mon law, I'm sure we should make
A mess of it. One of my articled elerks
has sot up In bualness in Bedford Row:
hie's n smart fellow, nnd will Aght hawd,
and just sult you."

Dob went off to the Riviern, and lost
all the money his father gave him.
During his absence the old gentleman
employed n detective—n fellow with
splendid Imagination, but very poor
powers of observation—and the skir-
mishing was done under the Earl's
supervislon. Bob was to have stald
away il afrer the wial; however, an
urgent letter from a elub friend of
his futher brought him home o a bhurry,
He areived In the evening, and, going
to the Carlton, lenrned that the case
was In the list for next day, When
he reached Belgrave Square and was
shown lnte the lbpary he found his
father with Mr, Hicks, his Bedford flow
solleltor, There was a row going on
at a high pitch.

“Pray tell your father he must set-
tle," sald My, Hicks,

USettle be damuood!" Interrupted the
|‘III| hny,
| vSettle, T say." rejoined the solieltor,
| “You se, Mr, Martindale, Sir BEdward

sAys he won't eross-examine the plaln-
[tiY a8 to her chaeacter, e AUERestS
| that the matorinl 8 absurd. and he
| does not belleve o, word of the detecet-
Ive's story
| the brier

A the cheek gasped the RBarl,

“Yes, and the check, He says there's
no decent defense, nod he won't try
to support the detective's tissue of Hes,
Moreover, he nsists that 1f he did he'
fall. and the damages and dlsgrace
woulid he dwful,”

“What does it matter to me shonted
the ald gentleman. “Its not my cuase,
it's my son's"

“That's a bit steep,” obsorved (he
s0n,

UMy reminer is from you, my Jord,"”
urged Mr. Hicks,

O, T pay your confounded f0sts,
but where will they get their damages
from**

Bob groaned,

“They've told me they'll make him
bankrupt' replled Me, Hicks, “and hls
discharge will be suspended for two
yoars at leaat.”

“What has that to do with me?" sald
the Earl grimly.

Bab Interposed: “Lord Salisbury has
many clalms on his patronage, and In
my batkruptey he'd find a decent ex-
cuse for leaving me out 1o the cold.”

The Earl had no gout. but he man:
aged without {ts help to use very vig-
orous language concerning sons, sollelt-
ors, ndvocates, and actresses.

“They will take 3,000 for damnges,
with a full apology and withdrawal in
open court,” sald Mr. Hicks, “and £300
for coats”

"An apology! A withdrawal!™

“A withdeawal of all the charges
on the record.”™

Next day. to the infinite dlsgust of
the reporters and the crowded conrt,
Sir Edward, In a graceful speech, made
an apology of the most ample char-
acter, withdrew all Imputations, and
announeésd that £5,000 would be pald as
| compensation for the Injury to the lady,
imgvtln‘r with her costs,

The Morning Post, on the morrow,
announced that the Earl of Hexam Lad
| gone to Buxton,
| When the honorable Robert, a day
Inter, rocelved a lotter from Murlei,
saying she was most anxlous to see

buve done 1t sle he

he says he'll soouer return

him, he took z ¢ab to Brompton Cres. [

sant, and grew more and mors per-
plexed:every Inch of the way.

Miss Muriel, looking very neat, oat-
ty, hnndsome, und piquant, with a pro- |
fflui-anlq glow of llfe in her eyes, shook
hands with hlm swarmly nod made him |
sit down on the sofn by her slde, Pora |
juarter of an hour she stimmlated his
curiosity by talking nubout nothing In
partleular. At last his patience Lioke
down

“Louk here, Blla,” be sadd brusquely, |
Ysrow  the ecackle and come o Cues,
' dJellghted w0 see you, und don’t
Bete madles; but what oo eaeth puat It
Itto your pretry head to gend for me*”

She lnughed loud, long, and lheartily

go loud, long, and beavtlly that ot last
L laughed with Ler,

“Well, you are u goose!" she sahl

“I know 16" he answered, 1 dread
Mivhaelmpns."

“Ithink your brain s developing:
you're growing witty. O, yout hiaven't
got there yetl”

“Well, bur e

“Listen to e The Hon. Robert Tal- |
Dot Tlesnes Clavenes Mirthndale muile

a profidse to Miss Murle! Malleit 1]::!!| g results,

I within pwo yeurs she hind £5,000 10
finanee o theteleal company with hie'd
warey her

He mazed gpeny wopiiied. |

Rle wheeled up the Hitle ronnd table
ton bty openeid the eroeodile-skin \\‘l'il-i
Ing pud with sitver odges. and ook 2
bundle of evisp “Hlimsies" frow the
fdap.

"One, two, thres, fone,” she conntail

out up to Afty: Ay’ brand new Bank |

of Hogland notes, each for 100 beautl-
ful, shining soverelgns, You soe, I've
got the live thow,"

He starsd, mentally paralyzed.

“The damages!" she shouted, hgste-
rieal with laughter.

"The dampges!"

“Yes, and yoyur promise’

“Yes, but—"

“There are no buts about it; you've
promised, nnd you love me"

He nodded,

“And I love you, It the Earl hadn't
played it so low down in the defense
I might have chucked up the gnme. As
it 1s, I hold you to your word as a man

of honmor. Wil you marry me?"

She looked Into his eyes.
loved her.
hand, his right arm wandered rouna
her walst,

WL you marry me?" she repented,
her lips an lnch from his,

He replled affirmatively withous a
word.

There Is now oane obstacle the less
batween the hushand of the fascinating
Murlel Mallett and the earldom of Hex-
ham, for hls lordship died suddeniy
from apoplexy on getting o telogram
from an old club friend concerning
his son's marringe with the faselnating
actress,—The Sketeh,

Interviewing Oasey,

A reporter of a New York dally once
went to the office of the late General
Cusey to get some information concern-
Ing the Lydecker tunnel story. General
Casey looked at the young man rathep
sternly at fiest, and the reporter ex-
pected but geant detall o follow,
“Come In, slr!" he exclalmed, in a
tone of almost unpleasant commani.
The two doors of his office were opon.
The reporter was stnnding, The gen.
ornl, withont a word, went to one
door and eloged It with the utmost pra-
clslon; then he went to the other door
and closed 1t with the same procision,
The reporter was in doubt. The two
were In the poom alone, Coming up
to the newspaper man, he polnted his
index finger straight at his eye, and
safd:  “8it down thers, young mnn,
and I'll tell you the —st story you
over beard,”  And he did.

A Long Shot,

Jumes Bhields was elected to the 8en.
ate In 1848, defeating lls predecessor,
Sepator Breese,  Shilelds had  Qistin-
gulshed hlmself in the Mexican Wap,
and at the Battle of Cerro Gorde he
was shot through the lungs, the ball
passing out at hls back. Hla recovery
was one of the marvels of the day,
Shields’ war record s belleved to have
gecured to him nis trlumph over Breege.
When the news of Shields' electlon
was recelved, a lawyer named Buttor
fisld was speaking of it to a group
of friends, when one of them remark.
ed: “It was that Mexican bullet that
did the business.” *Yes" roetortad Rut.
terfleld, “that was a great shot, The
ball went clear through Shislds with.
out hurting him, and killsd Rreese one
thousand miles away."

—_————
Flery Dragonas,

In the “Statistical Account of Soat.
land,” pubiished at Edinburgh in 1703,
there ls an account of the “mpa appenr-
ance™ of flery dragons, which salled
through the rarified atmosphore of the
Scottish highlands In the latrer part of
Novémber and the firat few days of
September, 1702, According to the ae-
count, they had a “flery red color” and
made thelr appearance In the north,
fiylng rapldly In an easterly direction,
The account adds that many people
tegandad the phenomenon with mueh
terror”  because 1t ‘wyag Indead a
strange and startling sight to behold,

A Vacuum,
A perfect vacuuts s a perfect insuln.

Ha really |
She took hold of his left!

tor. It 18 possible fo exhaust g tube 80
perfectly that no eleotpe machine v.-|u|
send o spark through the VACUOUS
space, even when the space is ocaly one |
cetitimetre,

- —

Baw n Meteoric Stone Fall.
M J. FLBluck, o farmer, Hving about
nine miles from Otnwa, Kun, saw o
small metearite fall on his land late In

Cihe afrernoon of April 9 last, and going

to the spot where [t fell, pleked It up.
It welghs thirty-ong ounces and con-
tins w 1erle fron, but conslsts in the
nutin of stony matevial.

New Zealund's Gems.

Agate-hunters from Germany ale now
exploring New Zealand with very prom.
Blie and white topaz
il splendhl spechmens of  amnelliyst
live been discoversd by them, as well
fa nrge pleces of quarts so 00ed with
swlstiidine  marilpe 1o rranmhile

munsases of matisd badr,

e LA

Java's -.\Inn-h pe.
Prof, Marsh, of Yale, his recently an-

| nouneed hiks opinion that the remarka.
| Ble reduins of o skall, et nod othoy

Lossil bones found by Dy, Dabels in
dava betonged o an anml thiat “was
ol huran. but pepresenan! o form
intermadiatebetwoon mon anil the high-
eroapes,” This opinfon contirms the be-
Het of the discoveror of the bones, wiio
called the animal pitheanthopes, or
“tipesminn” I'he bones woere found in
nncient voleanle deposits, ol Lielong,
Prof. Marsh thinks, to the age known
as the Plloceny,

New Kind of Kites,

Metearologists are now trylng to
study the atmosphere high above the
ground with the ald of self-recording
barometers nnd thermometers, etc,, sent
up In kites, This has resulted In o
great Improvement in the forms of
kites, which are now constructed on
sclentifie principles. At the headqunr-
tors of the Weather Bureau n Wasl.
Ington box-shaped kites, with open ends
and sides partly covered with silk, nro
used. Instend of twine or cord, fine
plano wire is employad 1o hold the kite.
At the Blue Hill Observatory, near Bos.
ton, box-shaped kites have been sent
up to an elevation of almost a mile
above sea-level,

A Phosphorescent Party,

Monsleur Henry, of the Paris Acad-
¢my of Selences, has invented a phos-
phorescent starch with which surpris-
Ing effects can be produced, Used as a
fnco-powder, It makes the countenance
glow In a durk room with mysterious
radiance.  Recently a “5-o'clock tea”
was glven in Parls after dark, no light
belng employed except that supplied by
phospliorescant starch sprinkled over
everything In the room. The carpet,
the coling, the pletures on the walls,
the furniture, the tencups, the flowers,
the faces, shoulders and dresses of the
ladles all glowed and gleamed, making
4 spectacle that was at once startling
and beautiful,

Oldest Man in the World,

According to statistios collected in
Germany the oldest man Known to he
living anywhers on the enrth (s Bruno
Cotrim, 4 negro born i Afriea, but now
living in Rio Janeiro. Upon the same
authority is based the seemingly lnered-
ible staterment that there nre 3,883 per-
sons living In Bulgaria, each of whom
has reachied, or passed, the age of 100
years, making one centennrlan to every
LOOO Inhabitants of that rountry! Ger-
many, with o population of G, 000, 004),
tlaims  only 78 cemtenarians, amd
France, with a poulation of 40,000,000,
213 centeénarians, while Ireland, whose
population numbers only 4,000,000, s
578 centenarinna,

Destroxing Friction,

After calling attention to the faot that
man was content with the use of oll to
keep machinery in running order until
he began to ride the bleycle, when he
demanded some better labor-saver und
invented ball-bearings, the Sefentifie
American proceeds to (llustrate and de-
seribe some recent applications of such
bearings, They are employed for wag-
on and earriage wheols, for the cartier-
wheels of cable ronds, and tor tha
#hnfts of swift-running machinery.
They practlcally dispense with the use
of the oll can and greatly reduce the
amount of frictlon to be overcome, thus
adding to the effective power of all ma-
chines in which they are used. The
singular fact 18 noted that Prof, Boys,
of London, showed experimentally that
ball-bearings, when properly construet.
#d, are practieally proof aginst wear,
He demonstrmted this fact by welghing
the halls of a bleyele-bearing when they
Wwere new, and again after they had
heen subjectad to long service, They
showed no loss of welghr,

American Soapstone,

In the Ragged Mountains, In Alhe.
marle County, Virginia, the scene of
one of Pou's welrd tales, oxists A great
deposit of soapstone which |s sald to
be the finest in the world. It was dis-
coversd only about twalve years ago,
but now a small tolony exiets 4t the
spot and three quarries have been open-
ol The stone, which 1s very hard and

fine-grained, 18 cat ont | bl

aging nine tons in Welght,

ward 18 sawed Into slapys, It
ployad, umong other things, fe
chemical labhoratories, ryhy and
lnundries, lnlngs for "F‘?I:llu‘
dles, which need no greg,

made of solpstone, 1ohluy nnd
In hospltals and (S8 gip
is sald to hnve no effect UG thy

Does Woman Eary g r

Thousands of woney work
mines of Belglum, Englung anf
wall. In the frst-named gopy,
formerly worked from tWelys
teen hours u day, with g Sundy
The Hnen-thread splnnery of §
sey, necording to the repor
Labor Commlissloner, e iy
branch of rhe Industry g
stand on a stone foor fn water gl
round, most of the time Duitrofay
L Spray of water from w poyhlrs
inder flying constuntly agnlng
breast; and the collest night i
ter, ns well as the Wirimest
mer, these poor ereatires gy
thelr homes with watep Aeipplyg
| thefr underelothing along thiele
| beanse thore pould uot be il
few moments alloweil hen whs
change their elothing e o
are “exempted™ from Iabor g
by hardship!

Dusplte these wishorwomen, g
nd Hoen-thread spinners, wi
“it Is woman's privilege gope
b exempted from the ogpe of
Her Hvellbood and that of fee
spring”

It would seem to e tims
libel upon woman should e
by falr minded mon, I'rom all
1y the majority of wowen by
fulthful workers, rendering 3
equivalent in lubor for thej
share of the world's goods, 'Th
of every Industry bears testing
this. In our own ora, while
were still homekespors, did {b
earn thelr lvellhood?  What
weaving, the sewing, the cookiyl
doctoring, the nursing, the chilf
“the work that was never dony
wis not earning u subslstensy)
in these days, when womnan gos
und recelves the reward of b
as publiely ns man, she s m
worthy of her hire. Her anpss
swoeet and salntly soul!—dld pot
of recompense. But was It
due, and shall we refuse 1o o
because man was then n solf-sf
Ignoramus who deemed himgell
only one fit to aciuire property
ular Sclence Monthly.

Will Not Submit to Diow X
The subject of rvenewing the
leges of the Bank of France wil
Iy come up for discussion in thed
ber, after having been In abe
since 1862, when the sennte a
a bill for the purpose.

The bill has not since been o
and the provislons Included Inlk
It Is thought, be adopted witho
terial alteratlon, One of them,
was to empower the bank to i
its note Issue from 3,500,000,000 i
to 4,000,000,000, was passed asfi
as 1803, The charter explres of
81, 1897, and the proposul Is towl
it for a perlod of twenty yean
that date, In consideration of the
making certaln concesslons 8
state,

Among these concesslons 15
which the bank Is to forego all §
Interest on the government debl
000,000 francs, and pot 1o dema
payment of the capital =o long
eharter I8 in force, The bk
undertake the service of the n
debt and transact other busin
the treasury, both at the head off
branches, free of charge, and ml
annual payment to the latter ford
OO0 frines during (he first year o]
currency of the new charter and
000 francs per annum  suliseqe
It is to open several new bp
and make ndvances 1o agrelenlt
aperative socleties,

It Is not improbable that an
will be made to convert the ba
a state Institutlon, but such o
does not command support elth
financlal-or ministerial clreles, #
not in the least degree llkely o
with suecess,—Edinburgh Scotss

Edison's Speech.

Mr. Edlson has only once 0
make o speech. It wus before §
seminary, where he had agresd b
tare on electriclty. He had #
a friend named Adnms to operil]
apparatus while he talked: but
the “Wizard" arose before N
enca, he folt so dazed that le &
sald: “Ladles, Mr, Adams W
address you on electrielty, and !
demonstrate what he has to s4F
the apparatus.”

Heard While Waiting
A passenger, while waiting até
way station for his train, amussd
self by watching the queer look
antics of a tatlless cag as {1 played
on the platform. The stationd
happening to pop out of his off
intending traveler polnted to
and sald, “What kind of a cat 18
Manx?" “No," replied the stat
ter, with a sly smile, “Brigloll
Press."”

A woman should at least be
for one thing: she 5 never asked
4 pallbearer,




