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Thrilling Tales oi Love a

That Impossible Town

A\RIAN HALL, anus
Pepnelope Warring-
ton, shattered ev.

ors
time-worn tradition

theatrieal
Thete

in  the
world,

aide and  on the
painted wide of the
curtatin who will not belleve (his.

Marvian eame to the yeglon of hrown-
stone fronts and white lghts with a
feterminution to shine with the host
of other Inecandescent stars. sho did
not find 1t a diffioult matter io get her
dainty fool on the fArgt round of the
lndder,

She did not lye In wusty bali bod-

rooms. so dear o the heart of muga-

vine  folks; no eagle-eyed landlady
apened her mall or usked embarrass-
Ing questions or aniffed for alolen gas

Marian did not fry her breakfust esg
over a smoky fel, nor smuggle crock-
ors to her room under her jacket. Nel-
ther did she write home for money.

No managers insulted her, no stage-
door admirers annoyed her; aftev-the-
ater guppers were mywteries—some-
thing us intungible as highballs.

She never stayed up later than mid-
night, save on occasions of laty re-
hearnals, and never, pever had a mem-
her of the male sex. other than the
hall-boy, ever wstepped into her im-
maculata littls room st the Durrant
Hotel,

Penelope~ pronounced Pe-nel-o.pe,
with emphasis on the gecond sylluble
~~recelved ench Monday night, with
gome Afty odd ethers of the Laugh-
ing Princess Company, an envelope
containing $25. Five of that went in
n letter each week to an impossible
town somewhere in lowa,

She had §20 remaining.  Stutistl-
clans who mearch frantically through
the pges, welgh results by rule of sup-
ply and demand, and who come 1o life
in the populay magazines conceining
the increased cost of living, might have
learned n great desl from Pe-nel-o-pe

W, ) say, ileutenant,
there’'s some eiyle
o that reception
commitiee, oh?’
The genlor cup.
falp In vommuaud of
the Second bauud.
ron turned o ap-
precintive mood to
hig adjutunt us the
four troops of the
L oea Hiatew o Wvalry awepl Into view
of the night's bivouse site just beyvond
the town Hmits of Blkion
For amsembled about  (he  point
which an advance detail had selociod
for eamp headguartors was o group of
Soung women currying fags and tlow-
ers, so that the nature of thelr yvisit
was obvious
The lHpe whipped inio Bt ron
front ol u gullop and halted with a
vight merry jingling of secoutrements
nnd that indescribable dash pecular to
the Becond Bquadron
It wap the Afth bivouas In the sum
mer prgetios march from Vapeouver
barracks down the Oregon coast. Fv
erywhers there hud been informal en
tortalonments for the officers, and al
ona,palnt for the men an well, for the
avernge Pacific coast town lets no or
ganized body, greal or ymall, get past
withoul partuking of lis hospitalit
And Elkton having no commereial
club, it had devolved upon the Young
Ladies’ 'lub 1o att in the presspt
rmergoney
Ab the sonlor capiain svwung out of
i saddle and pussed the ralns 1o an
orderly, Migs Winder, as spokusman
for the reception vommittes frou the
Youug Ladies' Club, was upon him at
onee to assure him of the gincere wel-
come of hig troops (o Elkton
“And we planned (o give u big danee
for the officers £ all of you  will
come,” she wddml

HEHRY. was & Buriy ot
excitement on Pink

tresl  that morn
g And o vwon
der! It's dwallara
Were Betting 4 uew

paghi bo
For a long thae

in fuel  sinee  old

Mrg. Hugsteodl

death ~the bruwn
hoee between Mrs, Lake's and Mrs
Muriow's had been empiy But now,
gquite  unexpectedly gomebody  wan

A Tivtle guestloning dig o
vied thal the neweomier's name was
Rulnor: thet there were two of (hem
ad n dog:  that he vetired Cvoeum
business and wpoeking the
sl town; thiat bhe was elderls
plhie much younger, apd thut they
boughl the house oulpighl, and
some nice (rnilure

Ho far, excollent But before evvn a
call had been made Miss Ash begun 1o
find fsult with the Hainors, Miss Ash
had pothing in the world to do but to
slt on her yeranda and coneera ber-
Aol wit Ihl uffairg of her noighoors,

MevIing

W i
tuled of a
and
bt
had

#be told Mra. Murlow thut she did uol
QKA (A MAY. Mis. Balaor apabe o or-

SRR 4

T

time-honored,
e (o the beglnner

are
hose on (he seamy

unce upon i nope too distant time
Penelope  wak konown aa  Murian,
davghter of 1the general slorekeepor in
the self-game Impossible lows towp
She pow looked upon her 19 yeurs of
exlutence back therd am i butter{ly
might reflect upon iy days In o vol-
fin-like covcoon.

The very momeni she put the Hud
gon belind her and stepped aboard o
Forty-sacond sireol crosstown car ahe
reallzed the Tare of Manhattan,  She
heard the voicos in the roarving “L"
traing, o the conselesd shuffle of num.
herlesn feot and in the rattle of ever-
constant (raffic

Thus in the gradunl process of evo-
Intion she becypme Penelopes Warying-

ton. The fact was, Dickie suggested it
first, and
Dickle? O, Richard Blackdaw wus a

bright, clean-cut, gmooth-fuced broker
who bhud an office in Wall _stresl
IMekie hud o Auger o several ples, (oo,
bt these were never mentioned bolow
Fourteenth street
Dickie wag eversthing a gentleman
% shoild he, and to Ponelope, dugzled by
his elegunce, he seemed a good falry
dropped from the pkles. To other peo-
ple he was other things

Anybow, on the very day that Mu
rign Hall shyly advanes) upon the big,
bare stige where & chorus  rehpnras)
wap In progrogs and  asked g cettain
fushed, coat and hutless Individual 1or
a position, this latter person took in
a deep breath, opened his eyer, und
then —telephoned Dickie!

It ts perhaps well 1o mention right
here that Marian Hall possessed more
than ordipnry  atiractiveness. The
countey sweetness fulrly burned In het
wide brown eyes and shimmored in the
wealth of bratded hald.

And when she smiled--—well, to re-
peat that the stuge director was onmse.
e Iy the strongest proof possible fo
ofter.

A position? Why, of course, She was
Just the type they had been searching

for. No experience? Woll, that didn'i
matter. looks were of more Impor-
tnuee Girle who could wsing and

AR U matter of tact, the clup had
planned the dunce originally for the
whole squadron. until some one dis-
covered that such u body was com
posed of al least 240 men.  From the
same source  hud been galliered hat
the officers would pumber about G

“T'm wure we'd all be delighted.” 1he
senlor captuin assured Miss Whaler,
standing hat in hand, In his mos en-
RUBInE manner

“I'd Hike to have the list of offjirers
VIEDY mway, no an to get out the nyviie
tiona,” added Miss Winder

“A genera) invitution to the officers
will do guite us well, if vou prefer,”
the senlor captiin informed her

“But we have the forms  wll wade
out wod It won't take s long o ML in
the nomes.” persisted  Miss Winder,
“You sgee, they'tl make nlee souvenirs,
we hope, for you to remomber BIKton
by "

“"Well, uwow, ladies. veally (his is
mighty good of you fo tnke plty on »
Tol of dusty cavaleymen,” bhewmed the
senlor cattain

“No. replly,” he went on, doing his
pest 1o think hard, "I'm not able 1o
call wl! the officers by thelr full panes
But 11 attend to the mutior for youn al
Huee Herve, orderiy!™ e snapped
turning LI g  Arooper-in-wuliing,
who'd alveads returned from unsad-
ditng the moonuis. "Conduet these Ia
dies 10 Bergt. Ma). Brainerd's tent wml
sy I wish him 1o give them any in
formation they may requlre

“You, sir!" replied the orderls, sa
luting, and he stepped  forwand o
awalt the plensure of the commltive

Mins Winder gave u gaap oF surpl ise
an she turned from the acting sauud
ron commander, who, untit now,. had
abgorbed her uimosi atiepiion.  Poy o
feld of shelter tents had spranyg up
silently  and gquickly us from vuides
warle  wand, and  the whole

Bran

drert hy

e

the way, prides taell upon
e courtesy to humanity in generul
Phen, tooMMiss Ash thought (hat Mrs
Ruinor hud o Bippant 8iet 1o hey 8! i
Aa Tov the wav Blie drsssed nik
mareied woman of suy age at ull, en
pectally if she bas an atliog husband,
has any right 1o weny sctarvlel w her
hat wnd (hgs hersell vup in plonk morn
ing dregses

wel

Ty my opinion of ey, sumimed up
Miss  Ash. "It msy or msy ot be
Ve, bt there it 18

Mrs. Mariow snd Mres, Lakin v et
o cull, uud came back falrly overvoms

by what they had learpned. Mrs ot
nor wis goelog 1o have the whole hoyse
paered  aud palnted whoen b vas
guite good enough as 1 was, (oo, More
fhan thut, she was going to have ihe
Wving room papered in cardinal! Who
evor heard of such a thing? Cerlainly
not Pink &t reet

Howeyer, Mrs, Ralnor mervily wont
her way, The paper was applied, and
iwo or (hree ladies timed their calls
varefully so as fo get the effect, They
vamie avwiy shocked,

"Red paper! And such
furniture! Aud a
ave me the horrorg sald Mrs. Fii

sutlandish

o mateh!' 1L

dance were plentiful; but girls of Ma-
rlan'y sort were fow and far botween,

Maurian Hall was Marian  Hall for
three days after thig; then the change

camme, Mekle sugpested  Penciope
Waringlon, and thus It went on (he
Programs,

Dickle dld a groat doal more than

that. Dlekie made Ponelope move 1o
a hotel. Afford it? Why, cortalnly, A
eute Hitle room could  be had for-

well, It would only cost her $6a week,
Just o trifle more than she would have
to puy for o cheerivas hall room In &
brownstone front,

Anyway, Penelope was nol phgted an
to rents In Manhatian, Why, her nothe
er's hest room ol home was let oul for
£8 a monih!

S0 it cost Penclope 85 0 week for
room vent. This must be repeated:
Penelope pald $5 a week for her little
vroom af fhe Durant! ‘This Is 1o al-
lay uny and all guaplcions in the winds
ol certuin readers,

This room had an hmmaculate bFath,
the daintiest furniture, the soflest
rugs, and the most restful bed in all
the warld Clusters of hidden Hghts
sprung Into life at a touch. A shining
button brought either mald or hellboy

A telephione made her a next-door
nelghbor 1o all of the ety —and be-
yonil,

She found I elieaper and mueh more
vonvenlen! to eat most of her meals In
hor room- breakfast at 11, dinner at 6
All ghe had to do was (o sign the slip
that came up on the (ray. The bill was
settled at the ond of each week

They averaged 60 cents o meal. Pe
nelope pald for her merls-——paid 6
oents!  Read that sentence sgaln and
strungle any new susplelon!

Clothes? Dickie took her to a Mtle
place on Bifth avenue where, well, the
priveg were absurdly low. A most del-
feate gown could be purchased for 825

after Dickie had iotroduced her to
the madam. And a eunning hal came
o #1510  All the shopkeopers appenrod
1o know DMekie and made him Sxtraor-
dinary bargains

Penelupe's letters home

\

and ithey

squadron was quite at home

“So you ure the majlor.” she suld,
timidly. on being shown Into the jres-
epee of the veteran cuvaley noun-eom,
She wondered,, at geeing hig bron.ed,

firm-sot fuve apd vompact  soldierly
bearing, It he wero not really the of-
Aeer In command, He was standing

beslde his feld  equipment, wrestling
with absiruse fickd reporis

"1'm T Wergeant IRjor, Yea,
mu-sm,” he said, politely, with p par-
tleulay emphasis on the sergeant

“That's what | meunt to say,” ex-
plained Miss Winder. She wondeired
i oahe’ll offepded him by omitting part
of s 1l

bovgt. Mad, Brainerd hind no m
resort (o the mustor rolls or sgumdron
rogter (or the lisi of pamed

“There's exactly elght offverd,” he
wild, "beginning with Capt, Blokels

“Elight !’ exclndmed Misgs Winder
“"We thought there were 20 op more.”

“You see, mwm,” Sergt, Mu), Brutn
ord hurrled to expliin, “there’d e 16
ordineriiy, but most of the Hpe o
vera of the prmy these dava wre o
detpehed duts Two of the troops nre
In command of gsecond Hewtennpty with
no other ofAlcers

«d 1o

Thut's not enough for us -1 wean
for the list," she hastily added, blush-
ing furfousls wt the slip. “We Wi

tald there wers S0 and maybe move ™

UNol unless you count ihe non-ootn
niasloned officers,” he informed her
“There's plenty of them along”

O conree, 1 want the Hst of all the
officern,” urged Miss Winder, brighton
ing

“Noneammissioned i am

“Why, ves, by ol means,

"There's H6 of them, and |
Vol gone of them s on detsehed domy,”
suld Bratnevd with grave hunio

And s Bergl, Ma), Brainerd

fii)

astiure

with

ot remotely suspecting what the Vst
but pone of it for me, thank »ou 1 ke
things qulet Why, Mis. Beuch, 1've
lywd In my house twenly yvears and
wever had an inch of new paper ol
on i

T wondeéring breathisd  vael
Mis. Betieh, “what that odd erenture
will div pent

Mra Beueh bad not long to wal
Une morning Mrs. Marlow looked out
of her window and aw  palnivrs ot
work upon the Rainor hoyse They
weyes putting on yvellow it ! Mys
Marlow could pot belleve W Ui she
liad atded her perooption with that of
Migs Ash upd Mrs Lakip

“Yellow paint!” muttered Misgs Ash
“And vighn oppoalle  my house, oo
where 've got 1o gee il overy Hine | go
ot o my door

What do you think of us W
her pexl-dooys'!” walled Mrs, Mariow

“1 have lived on Pink streel forty
yeurs,” wheezed Mrs, Lakin, "ubd )
never saw  anvthing ke this  betope

We've never had anvthing but gray or
white. with maybe a little brown paint
Ingide or out,  Dear, dear, whal gre wy
coning e

o = wlort"

were twilce weekly—oontaluned all the
news, even to the most minute detall.

Here was gnother time-worn tradition
shatiered. She told her mother every-
thing!

It geareely neod  be mentioned, in
this light, thai Peneclope was n good
girl! She was wraped up in her “art,”
s oll chorus givls should be, bat oth-
erwise ghe was different Penelope
pald £5 for heegoom, §7 for her meals
and the balance of the $20 went for
clothes,

Bhe never allowed Dickle to give her
A present.  In thils she was following
ot the advice glven by her mother
nnd one olher,

Her companions ln the chorus some-
times  interogied her, sometimes
nimared  her, and not  fofrequently
shocked her. She heard many things
in the dressing room that were beyond
understanding, but fearing 1o show her
lgnorance ghe did not ask guestions,

If Diekle took her for an afternoon
spin in his big car, which was often,
he nlgo took leave of her in the Lhotel
lobbhy, Never by word or actioy had
Dickle offended her,

Richard Blnokdaw was a broker who
bought wtocks after a careful and ma-
ture dellberation, and was content (o
walt patiently until the market wios in
n proper shape in order to dispose of
them, Dlokie's gupreme possesalon
wns hin patience

With n eerlaln end in view, and all
things running In well-olled grooves.
he was gatisfied to et matters com-
plete thelr courge Other men wight
have been dublous, altempted to tn-
lond on an unresponsive market
thereby  rulning  everyihing. Apuin
they might have thrown caution 1o (e
winds und plunged. With Blackdaw it
wis a2 walling gnme.

He never plunged, no matter how
Inviting the water, Bvery move he
made was deliberate and carefully
plunned In advance. He was nothing
If not systematic,

One night whan Penclope came oult
of the stage door, It was only two
blocka from her hotel and she alwayn

might be for, made it out, heading the
column with the senjor captain snd
following the line of senlority anpd
grade right down 10 the pewest cor-
poral in M. Troop,

Pagulpped with this officlu) rosle™ the
vommittes hurvied lo the home of Miss
Winder and filled oul the Invitations,
which wore neatly sesled spd delly-
red by Miss Winder's youngest broth-
er, who went from tent to tent at dusk
distributing the highly decorated bide
1o e Elkton ball,

“That's mighty decent of thein to
give o danee for us” the senlor cap
tin vuggested (o his adjutant as he sat
shaving Wimseld by candlolight in als
wull tent -

“Jusi remark upon the fun sight of
ue' il hive duneing with the whole fom
Inine popatation,” put  in the heyish
Livut, Bepton, acting troop command-
et of K

The invitations way 9 o'clock, b
I wuppose (1t anly decent (o allow a
half hour's delay,” sald the sonlor

cuptain, washing away the lather und
upplyving tulenm powder lberally

Over st sSergl. Maj. Brajvperd's tent
there was a simullancong and largels
simllpr vonversation going on

“M's good of tham girls (o get up a
dunee for nwe  ovdinnry bucks,” Corp.
Havues wap saying. “This s whre
Hie officers gel left out aguin, 1 won
der o they've been invited any plare
lonight?  sSav, what ime was 1 we
was 10 be there, Brainerd

“Nine o'cloek,” veplied the sergeant
major, who wis engaged in whishing
the dust from big gerviee uniform
"Tancing s ehlld's play, but 1 don’t
mind going Just o break the monotopy
when we're oo a hike of thia kind,” he
tll‘lll‘!‘

"We'd beller go ad 5100
there In plenty  of thine,
Corp Booney

p0 ne o be
suggested

Neighb

LML You see, Migs Ash,” went on
Mrs. Halnor, laughing, “poor old ok
slrevt s 2 misnomer,”

1 oihink you're craay!” sald Miss
Ash 0 u rage

However, the house shone present)s
e opll g vellow wnd white glors. and
hashkety crowded with pink  gerani
umg swung atvily between ihe pillars
of the veranda. Also, pink Alled poreh
bosvs appeared, and pink and white
Bowers were set in daipty borders up
aud down the fromt walk aund wbout
the house Nover befare had Pink
slrevl become so decorous g8 1o Jis
Way Mosies o s frond yards; hiibiorto
i hid congned these carefully (o s
back vards Greem porch soreens, a
Mexican hammock and  soms
wickey vhadrs and tables weore addes) to
the outdoor appesrance of the Rafnor
house. And when of 4 morning Mrs
Kainorp, o a lemon coloved gllk capn,. o
of an afterpoon n white ar blue, v ith
sotne pearlet  crochet  work (o her
hands, sat there Hatenlng while her
linaband read, the color schems was
vomplete.  The day that Mr. Ralnor
drove o jong hook inte the wide of the

green

ilar of the veranda and hung there-
~ frop it ng b I - I

wialked, Dickie met her, his blg car
chugged patlently at the curb,

“Why nol a little  bite to eal to-
tonight?" Dickle asked, “I'm lone-
pome! We can go over to some aviet
place. You ean be baek in the hotel
before 1 o'clock. Just this  ouee,
pleage!™

Ponolope hesitated, 1t is the gort of
hesitation that comes to all of us
goon of late, Surely there could be no
harm in dining with o man in a bright.
Iv lighted cafe. Besldes, she was
hungry

The machine whirled them through
the maze of white lighta and cluttvred
traffie, up a side street, and finglly
slopped before the door of a llttle cafe

Dickie evidently knew the head
wulter, for a rozy tnble was given
them In one corner. 'The room was
alive with murmurs and laughter, the
musle was n fascinating background
for all the light and color. Penclope
took in a deep, deep breath and felt
the warm blood throb in elther tem-
ple,

The walter came and tiptoed wway
Afterward, when she looked down be-
side the lighted candies Penelope saw
n fraglle, slim-stemmed glass thoere,
filled with an enchanting, grecnish-
hued liguid, At the bottom lay an
olive.

“Don't be afraid,” Dickle was sa)
Ing. "It is the wsual thing and

Penelop#'s pulees were pounding in
her sars like minute deums. Her hands
trembled go violently as to spill zome
of the liguid over them, With a qulcl
laugh she reached into her bag for o
handkerchioef.

In doing so her flugers touched and
fumbled at an oval frame, It came
out with the bit of linen. Dickie saw
Jhe pleture it enclosed.

“Who Is that?" he asked sharply.

“It's—It's the man back home,” she
fahtered; and then, suddenly, hor voles
tremulous: “Please—1 don't want 1o
stay here any longer!™

For the first tlhme since thelr meet-
ing Pepelope saw  Dickle's mouth
tighten. For the first time since thelr

The teminine populace of Elkton and
contlguous territory was already on
hand, looking Ita very best, when the
non-comminsioned officars of the HNe
ond Sgquadrop put In appearauce, half
uan hour earls.

They were i maat agreeable ot 1oo,
albeit a litle timid, But an hour suf-
ficed 1o put every one at ease, and by
030 o'eclock the programs were nooarly
filled up. and every noucom present
ap devoting hi=z entire and most eorn-
vEl pttention 1o pome one misa in par
tieulay when

“Attention!"

It was Sergt. Mu), Brainerd's sharp
volee, and I flled the Wallroon ke
un eaploding shrapnel sghell rolne
erd had sprung to his feet,

I'ie sthers instantly followed him to
the posinon of attendlon, for inta the
room, headed by the senlor caprain,
were filing the olght balated commis-
sloped officers of the squadron,

The senlor captain, the adjutant, the
troop commanders and thelr Heuten-
nuts paused In shocked amazement,

“Whai e devil!™ the adjutant said
under hig breath, ‘T'he senior cuptain
looked more thaa annoyed

The tenseness of the situation
refieved 1o wll outward

Wiy
appsarance,

wt least-—by the reception commines,
which rushed inpocently forward jo
tuke the newconivrs in tow for part-
noers.

Py afrald vou're a Hitle late to got
ull your dances taken,” smiled Miss
Winder. consolivgly

“So it would seem.” veplied the se

nior captain, with a ehillling polity ness
that was nol lost an Migs Windey
Now, it happened that the sepnlor
capltinin . wus & man  of action nnd
promm decigion, as I8 becoming of n
Benior  capiain, and  he saw gquivkis
what must be the plan of action here
Plainly, haviong been especinlly fovit

or .

nearly had a M. She raged up and
down Piok strest from hous; (o
hoyae

“It's abominable!
I'm mortiffied o death!”™ Misa Ash
could have wept, only It was not her
way to weep when she Was angr)

Hitherto  Pink  siveet  had  been
ghunned by all save those who fouad it
ahsolutely peeessary 1o traverse iy
length. Mrs. Lakin had  often com-
Mained that French street got alv the

Ii's disgraveint!

travel, and oue might as well live ip-

for all there
But now, pirange to sy, an Sunda)y
afternoons automobiles whiskon by
with velled Indies leuning out 1o stare
at the Ruipor place. Couples strolied
by, Asg Grandma Knowles sald, “Mink
street ig perking up.’

The vap sheaf of all was thut day
when Mrs. MeAllster, vich and vows
erful apd flumed as a traveler and a
sojourner in citles, areosted Miss Ash
wnd Miss Lakin from her limousine as
they were coming out from a burgain
sale at Munoford's

“1 want 1o vongratulate sou  pon
your good fortune in having Mra Kais
nor for a “ ghe said. "I wet

the country was tn see

1 DOT
L

By Enos Emory i

A Yugue, In-

meetlng she felt afrald
hotween

tungible something came
them

Back In her Httle room at the Lotel
Panclope took the pleture of Jim Par-
ker und get It before her on the dyeas-
ing table

Jim was the dark-eyed fellow who
had carried her hooks In the school
days; who had danced with her al the
parties: who kissed hor that day when
sho lefi the Httle red station for Now-
York. He would alwavs wait on her

With the approach of wirmer weaih.
er the audiences who pald real money
to witpess the “Laughing Princess”
dwindled away, ‘The notice [ollowed,
and then the closing

Somehow Penelope had not prepared
hergelf for thig ordeal, She had im-
aglned the “Laughing Princess” mer-
rily wending her way forever,

When she left the stage door for the
Inst thme she had just $40 saved. This
she tuoked vefleotively back Into her
bhag and started engagement hunting

There were several summer reviows
opening. Bome of the girls had men-
tioned this, and g0 she promptly mude
application for A position. Strangy as
It may appenr. these quests were frili-
lopn. ‘There were s dozen girls for
avory apening

After a week of this Penelope Dud
2456 and a bad case'of blues.

One day on Broadway she met a for
mer prineipal of the “Laughing Prin-
cess.” Durlng the course of thelr nlde-
walk converaation Penelope mentioned
het lnck of position, The priscipal
was plainly surprised,

“Rut  Mr Blnekdaw —you haven't
fallen out, have you? You and he are
st friends?

“Yeu,” Penclope nodded

“Well, | should think he'd fix you
un with some of the summer shows,
ihen,” the othet resumed,

“Fix me up?™ Penelope yentured,
curfoualy. “Why, how could he? Be-
sides, | wanldn't think of asking bim
such a fuvor,” she added,

“A favor? Why, It's
Isn't i, that you

underatond,

ed, the officers could not withdraw and
leave the Flkton funection to a set of
enlisted Intruders

To remuin and permit the warrant
olficers (o stay was gltogether préju-
dicial to discipline, as well ag contrary
to precedent  and common decency
Such n thing was noi o be (hought of
The senlor captain  motioned Serpt,
Majl. Brainerd uslde brusquels

“Bergeant.” sald he, seversly, “you
will have an opportunity tomorrow of
explaining your presence and tha! of
the other men ol thisn  place tonight,
You will withidraw at once with the
others. * Pass the order about quietly,
but 1 prefer that you shall 2l leave in
o boddy w0 that those assembled hore
may wee the pepalty of your imjpeu-
dence in intruding heye ™

“Yeu, sl veplied Urainerd, salit-
Ing. He might bave esplained in a
word that he and the others were
there by wspecial invitation; but the
cuptain had asked no immediate ex-
planation, amil Brainerd wis (oo muach
the soldier to voluntesr ane

He set  pbout porforming his duty
immedintely and 1o the yery best ol Lis
abllity, regentment barely osceurring o
bim.  But he encountered an unexpect
od phstncle 1o the best possible fulil)-
ment of Lhils mission

"Go® exclalmed Misg Winder, v hen
ha'dd told her It was neceasary for hilm
1o leayve af once, Bhe'd been his in
tepded pariner for the fOrst and last
dances, and had been muking hergelf
partiewlarly agreeable to him lu the
burgaln

“Nes, ma‘am.” he explained gquioily,
“There's been n milstake some placs,
This & an officers’ dance and we're
only men, Them's the preal officers
Jusl come in.’

Migs Winder was an impulsive vilss,
with a highly-developed sense of jus.
fice and no understanding of arm, i

By Will Seaton

tremely. She's very bright and up (o
date.  Will yvou tell hor that | am eom-
g w eall upon e at the eariiest pos.
sible moment ¥

Misa Ash gulped. “Yes 11 te!l her”
ghe suld; “bur 10 be honeat, Mys, Me-
Allister, we- 1 don't approve of ber”

“You don’t approve of her? YWhy
not, prav?™ Mrs.  McAllister sluved
frankly. Yet in ber toge wes a2 iyl

Ing amusement.  “Bul, no, | can un
derstand why It I8 on actount of her
Mk geraniums and yellow paint, 1s
not that 11* Then she langhed outyighi,
“Oh, my deas If you only know what
poople are saying about Pink streal
that Agnes Rainor has suved it from
utter extinction with those same pink
geraniums and that yellow pailnt'

&0 authoritative @ word could ant he
gatusald.  Several heads did n great
deal of ihinking that night, And the
next diuy Mrg, Lakin began 1o art, Hhbe
hived palnters, It was  ouly  »hite
piaint that she put on lgr hopse. Mrs

Marlow followed her example  with
French gray., Mrs. Beuch mode &
third. with  lght olive.,  Pink sicael

calght the apirit, apd up and down g
extent pewly painted houses blos-

bR mndha | Sy = I"--c ERT S

“Hlegae Honeinpe
cheeks coloripg I| 1h::lt¢’
mistaken about My I'I[urk;‘"
self, He han beag oy ‘.'
that Is all.  And ne for dofn
for me—~why, that ig .m.'
the question!™ ity

wWoman |lay

The other
“My dear lttte Bt 1 >

frankly.
horn vesterday You lye e
And that 4

rant, don't you*
have on came from Luilny,

I've bought gowns there ang

= T

It couldn’t have op
f1001™ dd
Bomehow wnd fp BOIA

manner Penelope loft (he
had walked duzedly Up Brogly
Forty-eighth streot belore bt
control  of her LLLTTYS
breath seemed to hurt hor
er o strugglo she turned e
back tn her Crows-stresl, il
the hotel,

At the desk, observing 5 wylR
on duty, a sudden de
:rlpnerl her hoart. 8he ankd

oy

"What I the best rate yoy -
u friend of mine for a room s f
the one 1 huve? Bhe scapesly
nized his volce,

"By the week ™

"Yeou, By the wesk'" 1

"Twenty dollars is the regily
the clerk answered without he

Penelope steadied hersalf b

Ing to the marble edge of
ilesk
“There —there Is no lowss

“Nona whatever!"

All the afternoon Penelope
ed in her room., Toward
when she came down  lutg I ‘
ghe carried only the Hitls shat
case ghe had brought from b
ervihing elpe she 1eft in the
handed the key 1o the
steped bravely out Into the

Clutched in her cold Baps
several banknotes, They o

It was Just enough to gu
to that Impossible town in low
Jim!

quette. “If vou have to go o8
count ' just go along,” she

And the same spirit jnfected
feminine

ors. of Elkton's

when the young women
quiet words thut (hely heres
leave.

“Well, ‘I'm not surprisd

loust,” growled the adjutant
of relieving his feeling and the
tion, The senlor captalo &
the verge of a stroke of apop
For as the nponcomml
cors, hats In hand, fled soberly
the hall. each was accompanisl
intended partuer for the A
When the procession had b
with the darkness without t
one solitary femule Ngure res
She sal demurely near the
cluns' stand. Now, sbe coyldnt
been o day over 40, and the ¥
most imaginative youth, vowed
nelf that she looked for the wi
the K. Troop cook in disgise
ing & shuve. ‘The adjutant, ha
addition @ slight sense of U
the Brsl to recover
“There appenrs (0 be SOmo
tlon teft us anyway,” sald e B
without epthusiasm af the forie
ure across the hall.. “Its np 1o
roward her for her toyalty o
ing,’ he ndded. “\We van danse
hep aecording o sepiority o
captain.”
The senor capiain
solf, stepped gallant) a
“Madam,” said he suavely.
ranking officer present, I hiave
treme honor of ssking the S
with you.” He offered his ane .
00, e, she simpered, 8
quick glaneqs of tropl ’-i”"““w
clans” platform. “1 dontd da v
wollng for my lhushand—hed
ln gentleman.”
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rovements stop
improvemeits fot

Nor did
It sgeemed that for
summer people vied with
to goe who could gei the '""'lu_m
the shortest (ime There WW
been money enough. byt 0
ever thought of usiig "
beautsy's sake. 4

Mrs, MeAlligier went 18 \:m
an & summer tour and did ’
uniil September, Then U““
limousine was seen siopi
various Pink sireet door®
arrvived al Miss Ash’s e
her, wearing & blue silk 8
Ash looked tweniy yearsy
almost handsome

"1 wouldo't
gtroet,” sald Mre. Mo
the same ut &ll Il'llll;lI
the pretilest stree!
un‘ go. And you I‘llj'*f“;“:
property has Increas d fo
in value? The Rainors
their place, and they
£7,000 the other day.

have “"'"“.-
Aliister. N8
lavely.

joawh l':“q

" 'I'I
Miss Ash gave 8 tfF =
guirg 'm#l“' prous -
ol B -



