Saving Tom’s Money

ADLLUTE PURDY has
heen  n enndidato
for Tom's wife's fa.
vt s had the
sherlff of the coun

LK o orleh miine

owner, and severpl

ather prople of
prominence, For
hete Lawrence was
an pretty as n vipo
pench with s soft loveliness of earved
cheek and flowlng lines that were an
nmagoetl 1o the eyve manculing

For slx weolin they hiad heen lius.
band and wife as well as lovers, Only
one cloud had been on the horlzon of
thelr bappiness, The roses oo longer
brushed their bloom on her soft
cheoks. Bhe moved languldly ingtead
of with the light, free tread of othar
vearg. The doctors suld ahe had been
working 100 hard 1o the sehoolreom
and needed a change, that Tom had
hetter take hor 1o California across the
mountaing where she could be all day
and night beneath the blue roof of the
continent.

“The doctor knows beat. 1f IU's an
autdoor 1ife you need, that's what
you'll get, Katle, my laes. 1'1 buy that
camp outfit from Maddox and wa'll
croas thée mouniains hy wagon, "Twill
wet you vight for aure.”

"But what will we do with the mon-
ey, Tom?™

The young Irish-American was a
miner.  Bix ménths  befors he had
taken u lease on the Naney K and had
struck pay ore. Refore the lease was
ended he had ¢leaned up nine thousand
dollars.  They had thelr dream of a
Hitle orange grove Iin southern Call-
fornia and both of them knew that thin
wan the time 1o buy while prices were
down., Wherefore they must have
their money where they could st at
it. A bank draft would not do becaune
all over the country banks were pay-
ing in ecrip. By good luck and indus-
iry he had won a “stake” and he in-
tended to keop (1 within reach until
that dream of an orange orchard be-
eame a reality.

“We'll take It with us” Tom an-
mwirad.

Kate openad her syen wide. “Wih
us in the wagon® Will it be safe?”

“It will, for nobody will know of 1t

“Take it all?”

“Every cent of it

“Where?!"

He whiapered in her ear

She laughed and nodded. “All right,
Tnm."

Withio an hour she wan cutting out
and pewing on the machin®e canvan
bugs of long narrow shape

Tom bought the Maddox camping
outfit complete, nold for a song the
household furniture. and elosed up his
business affairs. Late that same night
hie and his wife drew their money from
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She let the wedding announcEinent
which bad called forth this solibogny,
fall unheeded to the floor, as she pave
herself up to though & of the past nd
present. The (ragic protest ln Ao
nelte's MueUDA MOF than ;rre
' ¥l N ; ¢ ] “‘

& el

the hank where I wan deposited

Thelv method of dolng this wight
havye niruck the cosual  obavrver Ak
eriminal.  Fieat they pulled down ev-
oy Blind Ig the kitehen and locked
the doors.  Cautiously Tom dragged
back the linolenm and removed a short
plank that had Nited from Jolet to Joistl,
With his hand he sceraped aslde Joose
dirt and pulled up a tin box. This he
unlocked, threw buok the Hd, and dis-
closed a heap of shining yellow double
englee, hundreds upon  hundreds of
them

Thene they put once &t s time into
the long, narrow bags which were just
big enough to hold Afty when careful-
Iy paeked one on top of another, Kate
sewed up the bags as soon as they
were filled and Tom dropped them
through the bung hole Into an empry
water barrel. When the bank was:
emply, Tom carried the water barrel
outside and attached It 1o its place be.
side the wagon, after which he filled
it from another barrel In the yard.
This done, he returned to the house
and alept 111l morning.

It was silll sarly when they staried
from Goldbanka wsecross the deserl.
Both of them were pleased as Punch
over thelr new wheeled home. It was
the mowst complete and convenlent
thing of the kind they hnd ever scen.
Everything had a place, from the rifle
which hung suspended from & rack In
the wagon within reach of Tom's band.
to the cooking eabinet  that swung
anugly into place above the foldlug ta-
ble

"We'll be ever mo happy,” sighed
Kate with deep content

Hhe was glad to be leaving, for she
longed for green and growing thiogs
und moreover hnd lived in a continual
fear that her husband would be killed
in the mine. Tom let hin big hrown
hand squeeze her Hitle one, He was
an alert and pleapani-looking felow of
fve and twenty. “We will that, please
tod.”

They tiaveled only (wenty-Ave milen
that day, for It wag their intention 1o
take it cany so that Kate might not
E8L tired. AL four o'clock Tomn made
vamp, He sel up the little tent and
bullt & fire. While his wife made sup-
per he watered the horsen from (ke
barrel, fed and hobbled t . and -
packed the bedding from the wagon.
After they had eaten he bullt up the
camp-fire again, and together they sal
in front of it leaping fAames aodl
watehod the purple mountalos grow
into a black wall, with a jagged top
reaching Into the aky of sturs,  For
the Arst time in hey Hfe Kate el
asleep to the sound of the wind slap-
ping the walls of the tent

When she awoke she was amazed o
aon the aun peering at her over o sad-
die between two hills Tom, bHusy
mnking hliseulta ealled (o hear clingr

he Hea

e, she thought, “this lane goes right
by the house. | ahall see | agaia and
perbeps ot 4 glimpae of Loty
Put we'll be going so fast she'll neyer
recognise me,"

Hhe fell exclted anticipation I'he
cur mounted & steop  Mle Wil and
cousted  down begutifully 1o a level
mireteh betweer stoue walle, back of
Whivh suvient maples grow A halit
imbe ahewd wtood & decasing gray
farmbouse, with ruinous oulbuiidings
A vouple of vows and ap old bay
horse, habbled by the halter strap tied
1o his knee, were grazing in ihe hither
ekl A few chickena that were ak
ing dust baths in the road Muttered 1o
safety A great  black-and-buff dog
hounded toward them down the road
barking An Ade leaned  forward
witchipg the car gave a joli sl the
carner where she was pitting dropped
perceptibla She wae not alarmed
I'be g automoblle stopped 4t onee

‘What's the matter. Louis®

Wheel off,” replied {he
He had cesned 10 he calm

\dn looked bagk e wheel lay on
{he bank: the tire was 8 long way from
o Buch a dipapter meant a lone e

Foviy

chawifeur

ceept

olied Wus there nothing more in
Iife, then. than an sternal reaching for
omething  ntangible Inexpressible
elupive ™ Apnette fell, ot times  Vike
soime pmpeisoned conl that, belibnd in
Vikible burs, walehes the freer spirits
wahing. loving, fulfitiing life's demande
vl deslves

hen the mood passsd.  Reckless
neas, the musk that wlone made lifo
even tolerable, came to her ald.

\ wiid idea Aashed through her dis
turbed makndd

“F've balf 5 mind,” she thought, "'1o
do i It will make the time pas
more s ifily, and Jife has  resolyes
eelf  into  that attitude. powads) s

Yos, I'm going 0. ”
__ serland &

fully

“Buenos  diae, senora. When jou
are through dreseing come and geo it

Kute ate with & revenons appotite
that surpriged her,  Alteady the fonic
of the outdoors woas getting Into ney
bluad

Lelsuredly they traveled toward ithe
mountaine, for they were in no hurrs
to reach thelr destination. And day by
tlay Tom saw the roses come back in-
1o the cheeky of his wife. Over pre.
clpltone monntein roads they swung.
sometimes ot & dizay helight above the
eanon bhed below, working round the
gremt peaks and over the passea that
Iny betwern.

Sometimen they would go for long
walks together, he with his gun and
she perhaps with a fishing rod. He
taught her how to phoot, to ride, o en-
Joy the simple camp life. Or it might
be that in their walke, rifie and rod
would be left In the wagon and a cam-
ora taken, Opce, far up fno the moun-
taing, they left the outfit near a friend.-
Iy ranch house for two daya while (hey
tramped (o Lost Lakes and fished.
There was nothing in the wagon these
whole-hearted mountain people wounld
take, and as for what was In the water
barrel 1t was as sufe and ar well hid-
den as If it had been In a city safet)
deposit vault.

o they thought, Nor did anything
occur (o change thelr opinlon during
the first Iwo weeks of thelr joucney.
They were well across the divide,
drawing down toward one of Califor-
nln's fumous seenie valleys, when (hat
oceurred which brought the ateel Into
Tom's sunny blue ayes. At Walley's
Hump they had stopped to camp for a
weok. The fahing was good and Tom's
rifle mecured them plenty of grouse
and quall. Returning together to the
wagon about dusk one evening, they
came on A man prowling about ihe
camp.  He was at  the (all of the
wagon examining the cooking box and
fta confenta

“Nothing delog here, BUL” he grewl-
e,

Tom, rifle In hand, strode up and
lnoked at the fellow froatily. The man
was Lute Purdy, the ne'er«de-well
mugker from. the  Goldbanks mines,
who lind beena rival of Lynch for the
favor of Kate, -

“Making yourself at home, Purdy, |
pre.” Tom sald quietly.

The man jumped as if he had heey
shot. A aullen fave showed from the
wagon, followed by u body In an eyl
dent hurry (o depvend,

Tom rocognired thik man s 0 see-
ond looas oharnetsr with a reputation
far from ungmirehed

“Gond  afternoon. BIIL Thin your
oyt ? Tom asked with quiet sar.
eanm

“No, |
and wo're hnngrs

rt Of

lay Aud to think that (i should hep
pen lust ihere of all places!

Adp opened the door and stepped
witt,  Louls had gone after e Sewt-
terotl gear. Rhe glaoced at his trim.
wilm figure ap he hunied a missing nut
tiirough the white dugt. He was bot
ter alone,  As for heraelf - 8he bit her
Hp in reflection. Thore seenied (o he
nobody At home yonder. Baturdusys
twenty veurs before had been ket
dase  alwuin Letty  doubtiese bad
Bone 1o town.  She fell a4 curlovus In
clination 1o climb the ruinous ston
stepy Into the yard and look nbout
Why not? Had she not once belonged
there ns much as Letty heraell?

The dog had gone back to the wall
before the houpe and stood aleyi aen
tinelwise. She was not afraid of dogs.
and anyway this dog didp't look hoa-
tile. the apoke to hig as she wont up
ihe steps. bui. though he abserved her
varefully, he did not approach A
moment Inter she quite forget him in
Inoking ahout her. The yard was un
changed, excepl that the Hlae tree wag

loekier and the rose bushes a bit
more angled. She sought for pansies
among the strewn Ileaves with her
daintiiv gloved Angers and, Anding a

fuct is we been trampiog
Been looking tor

grub,' Bl replisd uneasily Fo: the
owner of the wagon Mood six feet In
il shoes. had  wellipacked, supple,
miuscles, and hiad won o reputation for
fearieganesy in o enmp  where here
had beey many roekiogs men,

“Panny Purdy didp’t mention e had
come to the geab if you are #o hun-
‘r’.'ﬂl .

“P—1 was Just telling him,
contributed

Tom put the vifie down against the
tall ploce of the wagon, made up wome
ham sandwiches, and put them in &
ik,

“This s the best we've got, boys
Now we'll say good-by,"” he sald.

Both of them wvere big, hulking fal-
lows, as ugly & palr of rufisns as one
would be lkely to mest, Either of
them could have spared Tom twonty
pounds, but thay were muscle bound,
and he was springy as & wildeat. There
was In his steady blue eyes n woral
puasion more potent than the weapon
beside him. Morcover he had the law
with him, They had plainly come for
robbery, but they necepted sullenly his
Invitation (o take themealves off.

“1 don’t know us we'ra In &by such
a mighty hurey,” Purdy growled as
they went. He longed to stay and Aght
their feud out to a finlgh, but he lacked
the eold-steel nerve for i1,

Tom did not answer, but his sye was
on  them ti they had dissppeared
down the trall.

Kate eame forward with o ratner
white face. "Oh, Tom. Do you (hink
they know about— 7" Bhe Jooked at the
water barrel without Anishing her
nentence,

“No, they van’t.  But they know |
made money and they fesl sure we
must have some of It with us, Folks
can't travel four or Aive hundred miles
without having money for supplies and
emergencies.”

“Woat are you going to do?’ she
auked, for he wan slready busy ponek-
Ing.

!(lolul o move in eloser io the Fra-
ser  ranch tonight., No use aking
chances, They are & palr of mighty
tame bandits, but It Is better w0 be
safe (han sorry,”

He did not tall her_ that he had seen
' revotnhnromuu from _the hip
pocket of Purdy: nor did he 106
that the man had boen present when
he  drew the little foriune of gold
pleces from the bank at the time of
the panle. No need io frighten her
with the thought that these Scalawaks
had followed them a hundred snd Afty
miles with robbéry as heir alm.

But always from that time on he
watched for them, Not for A moment
dld he believe he was rid of them pes-
manently. When he was least sxpoet-
Ing i1, the pair af prize beauties wonld
reappear, and if they ever ook him ar
disadvantage Lo seoundeels  wonld

Purdy

d

few, plucked them and fastened them
to her metoring cont.  Then, still fesl.
Ing the sense of the house's unoceu-
peuc), she sat down on the steps and
began 1o think about ber own girl
hood and Latty Lincoin's

They had been cousing and they had
ved togother in this bouse with their
aint, who bhad made a home for them
wheu thelr vwn mothers died. She had
been Kind to them, but her hewlth soun
futled and the doctor took the money
that otherwise might have gou: Lo
making thom sl comfortable.  Letty
was iwenty, and Ada wag elghieen
Ihey worked hard. Ade was always
discontented.  Letty, however, bore
erervihing with constant patience, sShe
Was pretty in a quiet colorless way -
prettier even than Ada. although Ada
hiad more spirit and glow. And when
Robert Roval came visiog st the old
farm that college vacation he had
cured muech  for Loty Letty had
cated for him, but when that second
summer he came back and asked her
to marry him she refused

Foan't leave Aunt Martha and Un-
cle doe” she had paid. "My duty is
hyre Ada wanis 1o go avway. and what
Wyl they do without both af ur*

ed Hand

Dape that had been the reason —Dbu:
it epigode (s veally another siory

\ viciture of impulse,” so her friends
sald, and therefors they should not
have beey po surprised as they vors
when, n fortpight later, they received
announcements in the most approved
siyle. giving the unexpected news of
their old friend's speedy marvinge 1o
Lawrence Randall Ellsworth, "who-
c¢ver under the sun he can be” as
went the commenta of her myatified
virele of intimates.

“1 asurely have danced to a livels
tupe,” she sald, one evening as she
viewed, rusfully, the acceumulations of
silver. piciures, statuary and other par.
apherpalia of wedding tgumpery, “but,
| rather guess the U

me 18 near when

~

=he wavered between s deelsion to
E0 1o gome sanitarium, permitting her
friends to regard (he wmulter Ay the
vagary of ‘& feactured mind and o de-
#ire 1o MY some distant region, after
writing 1o each and every donor o
come and take their poartable propeny
't:u'h when the mald anpounced & vin-
Hor

“I trust it isn't & policeman,” she
niurmured. “l suppose,” and bere she
Eavethe immense collecilon a compre-
hengive glance, “I've been Eeiting
goods under false pretence, just as
much as any other derelict of go¢'oty."

But the tall, dignified wan who en.
tered was plainly not an officer of the

law.

WIEVe

atiok At nothing to gain their sod. He
pushed down the valley 1oward & more
thickly settled country, Whenover il
was posaible he eampsd At 4 runtth
lrouse,

A week, amd Tom Dbegan o fesl
cagler fn mind, They were nearing
resno, the end of thelr long jourue),
Probably after all he had shaken off
thie mon who had been following hin.

They came to eamp ot dusk one
eyening elose by the bank of a river.
1t was on the edge of the raisin:grow-
ing couniry, Game wus baginning o
get searce, but they could hear the dis-
tant hooting of guall, The horses Wi -
tered and fed, Tom apd Kate ook
down the guns and followed the eall
of the birds. He was always 4 more
eager hunter than she, and presently
Kate returned to eamp with the Inten-
tlon of starting supper,

On the odge of the little clearing
by the river bank she atopped abrupt-
ly. A shadowy something was crotich-
od at the tall of the wagon, The low
murmuy of volees reached her, The
heart of the young woman stood ot
then bhegan to beat fast, Tt must be
robbers after their money agaln, And
Tom would not be buck for half an
lhiour.

she atilled the first panic In her.
thipking deaperately. She must hold
them prisonera il Tom cameé back,
Bul how? She could shoot straight
enough—had killed a deer not itwo
weeks enriler at two hundred yards
But could she shoot & man If It were
necesaary —and would she? Pear and
eacltement were fluttering In her lke
a caged bird, Hhe was trombling like
an nspen in (he wind

She thought of the dioney Tom hnd
worked su hard to gel. The (remora
parssd onut of her. Rhe folt hor neryve
and her resolutlon harden (o lron,
Nolseleasly she skirted (he camp
ground, working closer and closer to
the wagon, till she reached the cover
of o lagge tree, Belilnd its trunk ahe
took her stand and walted, tenee and
alert yo wery sound,

Iy the moonlight she could see two
men  busy in a litter of overturnsd
boxes and scattered goods  Literally
the contents of the wagon had been
emptied on the ground.  Fyven he
flour had been poured from the sacks,
Everything that could possibly be
used as a hiding place for money had
beent turoed topsy-turvy and yan-
gacked,

The man dolng the searchivg turned
pt dnst to theons-sitbing by e whesl
Wi s revolver 1 hig hand,

“It alnt heres, Puray. That's all
there's 1o It We been over svery-
thing. '

“Except (hat water barrel,
v =l he ax, BIL"

Kate fired into the air twiee In quiek
Pids was (lie signal ihat

SEmash
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Afla knew what had happened, but
when Robert turned to her she was
rendy. He was a way out. Bhe thought
ihat Letty was a fool, So It was that
Adn, Instead of Lotty, marrisd Rolert,
He took Ada away, and they never
eame hack. HBhe had never wanied o
tume buck; she had been oo busy
spending the money Robert mads for
her., Bul now that she was here of
tho design -’

There was a rustiiug of the liaves
abd ax Ada glanced up she saw a wom
an standing at the corner of the hoyse

A alender. pale woman, with gray.
Ing balr cloge to har wondérful deep
exes, Theyv studied sach other 4 mo.
nent

“This e Letiy, isan'l it Ada said

“You van't be Ada!”

They ghook hapds. “1 saw the ac
cldent to the car. 1 didn't know that 1t
wus yours,” Leity asaid. “Won't you
veme in?

Ada went in. “It's all just the same, "
ashe sighed.

“"Oh, yes. 1'm very fond of leaving
Ihings Just as they weapa”

“You live here alone now ™

“With Uncle Joe. He bapg gone 1o

amused. hall goared look at her wed-
ding presents

“Why. Arthur Adams,"” she exclsim-
ed, "and what wind blaw vou Kither
after 5o many silent years®"

1 heard you were sobu 1o be mar-
ried, Annette,” he suld, very quiet} -,
“and I felt that bafore the oy apt e'“i'
o pass I'd like,” he hefitated, “tu gee
You as Aneite Sutherland just opee
more,’’

Annette blushed. 7or onee her
ready wit falled her. {he looked guilt-
iy at the plles of gifti, and was ailent.

“I've brought you ti\y gifi.” » 2
tipued, and, with s6me agitation heog.
o0 & BAGKARE 88 Wktars.
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liad been agreed upon between hee and
Ton it case abhe ever needed Lilg linlp
when hie wan al o dintance.

Then Knte apoke, 1Ier  volen, an
havd aa hammered (von, surprised hop
actf,  “I'N shoot the Arst man 1hai
[JILVAR A .

There was & moment's startled sl
Ienee,  The barrel of her gun coula be
ween shining In the moonlight. Oue of
thie mon spoke to the nther,

“IM'a only a woman, '
<=1 killed a deer the other day,”
pald quietly,

They happened to know she spoke
the troth, for & rancher In the hills
told them about It. A resolver i o
poor wenpon against n vifle,  1F her
nerve held out she had them for (he
preaent,

“We ain't doln® any  harm. one
growled, his mind searching busily for
A WAY oul

“You can explain it o Tom when
he comen,” she sald.

“We aln't the kind  to hort o ludy,
Vou come right forwarvd and we'll ik
I over friendly, ma'am,.”

“I'll stay here. Drop that plsto)

Por an Instant hie thought of taking
a ohance, But she was safe behind
lier tree.  She had him covered. The
man dropped the revolver with an im-
precation,

“Kick it from you”

Me kiched 1t with the heel o
boot,

“8it down on the ground -both of
vou,”" she ordered.

They sat down, cursing anpd grim
Ming.  For Afteen minutes she held
them there

Purdy tried whining. “This nin’t
no way to (reat an old friend, Kate
We aln'l alming to do you any harm
| always did think a heap of you

“You may forgei that stuff. 1 never
was your friend, you barroom loufer
No, alt st

Behind the drifting cloud the moon
wenl into partinl eclipse, Bl crept
into the hrush and was gone be'ore
Kate knew it,  When the cloud had
pissed she missed bim and knew that
he was crawlihg  round to outtank
her,

“Tom!" she erled
neain, “Help, Tom!"

There was the sound of somelbing
crashing through the bushes, a sur.
priged exclamation and an agitation in
the underbrush.

Purdy rose, as If 1o go to his com-
rade s assistunce,

“Bit down."” Kate eried iensel).

Purdy looked st her standing white
and resolute {p the moonlight, hey rifie
pointed toward him. He sat down.

From out of the bushes came iwo
men, The one ln front was BIIL.  His
faco was bloeding and swolleh Ro-
hind him walked Tom carrying 2 rifle

“Hands up 1111 Pyve looked you hath

hato

s

in terror.  And

By Enos Emor

lown todav.”
“"How s he?

“He hag not been just the sgame pinee
Aunt Martha died.”
“You have changed some,, Lett)

"Why not? I am  foriy-five years
old.”

There was an agitated sllence. 1
suppose 1 have changed, (o0 Ade
sighed, “Twenty five yoara s a \'ME
Hme

L LK
grotly

“And--and you haveslived here al-
ways? You've never been away! Ob,
Lotty, you can’t say you've been hap-
P! You ean’t say v 4y haven't wish-
og—"

“1 have been content.” sald Letty,

Ada looked at her steadily. “Yes, |
can aee in your face that you have
been. You have that leok., But I'm
afruld I haven't been,” She laughed
“I've hurried on so always, Do you
remember, Letty, that day we wen{ aft-
et ploxtera? The woods seemed full
of them, but you gathered ihe Airs: you
came 1o and kept them all the wap
'ut 1 went on and on

a long tiwe,” agreed Letly,

By W

"

I bad 1o deliver them myself.’

“All these years you have kep!
them,” murmured Annetie ,

“Yes, and would untll my death,” he
answered, “but, as you are to be mal-
ried so soon, I felt I had no longer
any right to them."

To his confused amazement \bé
usually self-sufficlent Annette burst
suddenly into tears. In answer (o his
agitated inquiries. her burdenod wind
relensed ita seoret and, amid sobs, abe
told him the truth. At first he sym-
pathized; but, some wepse of hunior
coming te hix ald, he fell toto a Ot of
uncentroligble laughter that aroused
A:ann ﬁo, tears lo irritation.

over.” Tom o)
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