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Productive Rogue River Valley and Jackson County, Or.
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LAND of many and diversified re-
A gourees, of great mineral and timber

wealth, of rich agricultural and hor-
ticultural possibiiitles, with a e¢limate
combining the sunshine of California and
the molsiure of Oregon-—a fertile valley
ot In the midst of a scenle wonderland —
ull that Nature can offer to wake life
worth while, is found In Jackson County,
Oregon.

Medford and Ashland, her two largest
cltien, are metropolitan. The country
weoll improved, The population of more
than avernge lotelligence. The products
ara varied and many, Some of her re-
sources need more capital for develop-
ment, and the Iand a more diversified and
Intensive culuvation,

Topography.

The county is bordered on the east by
the Caseade Montalos, on the west by
the Coast Rauge, the Rogue River Moun-
tuing on the north and the Biskiyou
montains on the south. In the heart of
thig mounntaln-protected area s the Rogue
River Valley, which has earned world
fame for its pears, apples and other
fruits,

From the level floor of (he valley, slop-
Ing benches and rounded hills lead up
to the mountain ranges, heavily wooded
with yellow and sugar pine, fir, codar,
onks and laurels, with now and then a
snow-capped peak 7000 to 9000 feet in
halght. The climate may be describod in
one word as “moderate” —about half way
between the humid WiHlamette and the
sunny Sacramdnto,

In the "6 08 and "60s some of the ploneer
fottlars set out famlly orchards. Grad-
ually it became known that the quallty
and quantity of the frults were excep-
tional, The orchards developed and
Rogue River Valley fruit began to win
prizes and command fancy prices In New
York and London. This led to a plant-
Iug of a very large orchard acreage—and
today the Rogue River Valloy Is one of
the most successful orchard districts In
the United States.

General Farming,

Ceneral farming Is receiving much at-
tention, for It Is realleed that the high
gpocializging in frult growing should he
balanced with diverzified and Intensfied
furmlng, stock ralsing and dairying.

Corn,

Corn Is rather extensively Erown, a con-
elderable portion bhetween (ree rows in
young orchards. While the nights are
more cool than In the typleal corn states
of the Middle West, yet good yields are
regularly harvested and as high as 108
bushels to the acre has been grown, and
it Is not uncommon to have it reach a
helght of 13 feet. The average vield is
=7 bushels and avorage price 70 cents.

Alfalfa,

Alfalfa is profitable and when the your
is favorable as to ralns and on good
sandy and gravelly loams, yields of four
to six tons per acre have been grown
without frrigation year after year, Along
the creek bottoms, where water In easlly
diverted, much acreage I8 in alfalfa. Tho
combination of corn and alfalfy make a
perfectly balanced ration for f« eding and
fattening stock and Is now considered
ptaple,

Dalrying,

The dairying Industry hasz noi yer bes
Eun to approach its posaibilities, Move-
wments have started toward bringing In
blooded dalry cows to the Vall ¥, the
farmers co-operating with the bankers,
who assist in financing the scheme.

Poultry,

Professor James Dryden, of the Agri-
cultnval College, sald, "1 know of no
#oction In the United States that is more
favorable (n a climatic way for the rals-
fag of poultry than the Rogue River Val-
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ley. You have no extremes of tempera-
ture, & moderate rainfall and abundant
sunshine.”  Poultry rulsing has becomo
& profituble side line with orchard care.
As Oregon has 200 carloads of eges and
large quantities of poultry shipped In an-
nually, it is a good idea 1o go into the
poultry and egg Industry extensively
especially If you can produce your own
graln and feed.

Specialized Frult Growing,

Frult growing s the lvading ludustry
and Rogue River Yalley fruit It known
around the world. Sixty-five thousand
ALres are now planted to orchard., In the
yYear 1813 the total output of apples and
pears was 1160 curs, und the net returns
roached weoll ahove $1,000,000. New or-
chards are 50 por cent pears a 1 the dif-
ferent varleties have been siftel down to
seven varioties— Bartlett, How il, Anjon,
Corulee, Bose, Winter Nelis, whieh are
here urranged in the order in which they
ripen, Of the pears one-fourth are Bart-
letts, one-half Bose and Anjou, and the
remaliider about equally tvided between
Corulee, Nelis and Howella,

The two commercisl varleties of apples
e the Newtown and Spitzenberg.  The
Sewlown, the favorite, notwithstanding
the fuck that several much-coveted prizes
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have been captured by Rogue River Val-
ley Bplteenbergs jucluding the sweepsiake
prize at the Spokane National Apple Show
it 1909, In competition with all apple-
growing districts of the Northwest. A
enrload of Newtown apples was awarded
ri[!:.-;xoprhc at the Canadian Apple Show In
County Orchard Protection.

A horteultural expert s rotained by the
tounty and a perfeet orchard protection
15 maintalned. Deputies dovote thelr time
to luspecting orchards and products, and
all diseases are gttended to. They are
dlded by a large foree of volunteers, seat-
tered through the Valley, who report to
the supervisors. This activity has abso-
lutely controlied the poar blight,

Frost Protection,

Another phage of orochard work Is frost
protection durlng the blossoming perlod.
On the slopes and foothills, where alr eir-
“ulation I good, killing frosts are un-
known, but in some parts of the Valley
floor orchard “heating” or “smuodging™
has been found efficlent. A system of
Irost warnings are worked out and or-
chards are equipped with apparatus for
hasty llﬁl:liﬂl‘. a# the dunger tamperaluu
épproaches between midnight and day-

light.  Training schon 4 o
conducted t‘l‘l“I'I; .\"“l'-iﬂl:‘:ir l:;:i?" b
packers are assigned (o the difr--rn s
chards, Large Stornge u'ur"huuﬂu o
bullt, combining brestooling ang gm ot
age, with a capacity of 100 cars, i
Orehnrg Profits,
There Is a wide range belwoey (b
highest average prico 1T acre by the b
orohards and tho retypyg of the pourer, |y
g diftienlt to arpive it an uvernge l;m
wnfely speaking, a woll eared fu.r rﬁ;‘m :
clal orchard will net on an nrﬁnu':;
from $250 to $4600 an aere,  High records
could be quoted and fligures vorified freg
orchards that have averaged §1000 gy
nere for several yoars, This proves pos.
sibilitles under the bost of martﬂ
crop conditions and good munagement
Growing Berries,

All varleties of berlos bear prollfie
ally, espeeinlly the loganherry and sinr.
berry,  Two canning factores have new

baen established ana offer 4 conta & pogs]
for all the loganbetries rafsed, T
crops of strawberrlog are grown T

second crop ripening In October, Th
hope of the Valley Is cannarfes and
Orators and there Is room silll for e
expansion In that directlon,
Market Garden Products,

The Valley has an extended reputain
for melons and cantalonpes. Brown By
came Lo the Valley thres yoary 050 and
declded on ralsing cantaloupes for the
market. Thoelr yield and roturns the fist
year was 300 crates to the acre.

Tomatoor do espoclally woll and on
cannery has signed up 40 acres for 191
Gardening has boen mnch encouraged b
the establishing of public city markes s
Medford and Ashland, where the prodes
wollg direct to the consumer, both prt
belng mutunlly benefited.

Irvigation,

The soll of tha Valloy floor as 2 m
rotuin mofsture remarkably, espechily §f
well ealtivated and matures tres (i
nnd cereals, Bub wherever |rrigaile )
practiced the resultse amply Jestity th
expense,  For Intensifled eultivation s
grenter part of the Valley requires vie
to got best resnlte.  On gome ghallow s
waler 1s absolulely necessary and resad
able crops of vegetables and small fnd
are ralsed on very ghallow soll with 0
ald of the irrigntion diteh.

Dry Farming Possibilitles,

Certaln  digtricts In the Vally =
adapted to dry farming. The swnp
rainfall in 28 Inches, ‘The senson v s
and ntany erops mature before the S
mer season of 1ght or no rainfall arrie

D. M. Lowe, of Ashland, raies o il

different products euch year oo @

ranch. He dry farms and hig collen -
of products have won speelal pdﬂ!% : ;n'”
entries from fonr different siates of B An

Northwest and he now has a
the Panama-Paeific Exposition of
600 products rajsed on hi farm lat e
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A number of alds are at the
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Jackson County, The county pat !
Profossor Henderson, stationed hes
fors advice regarding frult m‘ :
other ageney o the county ke
farm, under the direction of
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Relmer, who determines the .
wlurlh of plant varletiea for certato U8 o
of gollg. Some H0 varlolmoﬂ:: i Pt
found growing here and they : l,,, it
been cut down Lo seven or g™ h .\Hd.
crops and fertilizers are tuiﬁ;‘ Iu_ fitl
rleties of potatoes and cors ! ; .'::.h\-"
Land Values, y R r;
The greater part of land valies _ eris
upon frult possibilities, cheaper WSSL
found in Maho outllrli:;s;:mﬁﬂt . R s
t priced raw la y e
:rn.lt\l:red orchard, which has : UJTJ}IF‘I' f
commercinl worth and the # _ b flest-
from $50 to $200 an ners, ’ A ;{;1’:
plantiog and earing for “l“ﬂ“l" | m.;; ;'
or geven years Is about lm ‘. i 'i'n‘
this age it brings somé 1 e + = r;
croases rapidly until at : g B
profits are reatized l:d b ek
and cayed for comman o Tou
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