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Raising Poultry

in America---Making It a Profitahje B

r.‘....Q-.....O.Q..O.Q..' O."1

‘he Amerlean potitry Indusiry, not long
4 sinee regarded an n sdde line of the gea-
eral farm, Is rapldly becoming hlghly spe-
vinllzed, Ome of the more recent devel-
apmenis I ihe hatehing and selling of
buby ehickn, These are now shipped In
b vast numbers ench sesson, and the trads 1
In them In growing nt an astonishing rate,

Dealers In chicks have frequenily been
wrvased of cruelty by those who merely
look upon the surface and are not lotl-
mntely acquoaiited with the true facts,
Profossor Stonebirn  takes advaniage of
) the opportunity to present fairly and fulls
! the other slide of (he vase, 4
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BY RO, FREDERICK . STONEBURN.
(1 HERE is nothing new under the
T sun,'”” I8 n eaying which has been
qnoted so often that It has become
decidiedly the worse for wenr, Of course,
it in not taken lHterally in these modern
daye, but 1 must be ndmitted that a very
large number of {dens which to us seem
to e new and orlginal prove upon in-
vostigntion to be hoary with age,

This Is as true in the poultry field as
eleewhore, Of Inte we have boen assuin-
Ing much credit for the development of
the open-front or fresh-alr type of poultry
house, and the general adoption of more
sunltary methods In caring for our flocks,
But & gentleman Uving In Chinan writes
In un American poultry publication that
for a long period of time the poultrymen
of Chinn have helleved in and generally
usged both of these new (?) ildeas. That
they have gheltered thelr Dbirds under
thateh roofs attached to protected sides
of thelr bulldings, the ponltry shelters be-
fng open on two or three sides. Further,
that these structures are kept very clean,
it belng a common practice to remove
und renew the straw-mat floors at f(re-
guent intervals,

Custom Hatehing Plants,

During recent years many American
poultrymen have taken up the work of
enstom  hatehing, operating incubators
having large cgg capacity and selling
apace in the machines to any one who
wishes to avold the detall work of run-
ning incubators or attending to sitting
hens, or who prefer to pay a reasonable
charge In order to secure the benefit of
expert gervice,

Agoain, we are a trifle behind the times,
In both China and Egyvpt artificlal Incu-
bation has been successfully practiced for
many centurles, and central hatcheries
bave long been in vogue, Those of Egypt
weoere commented upon by Sir John Maun-
deville In a volume contalning an acecount
of his travels, lssued nbhout the year 1350,
They were referred to again by Reaumur
some four centurles later, and frequently
by modern travelers and Investigators.

The Egyptian Incubators are huge brick
ovens, really bulldings, constructed of
bricK and earth. The attendant does his
work while actually within the Incubator.
It might be ndded that gome progress has
beon made In America with huge hatehing
rooms of somewhat similar character,

The Chinese Incubators are different
in type, bolng merely large earthen jars,
vovered with wicker work and provided
with an opening in the side, through
which the charcoal fire may be attended
to, Another jar, slightly smaller In gize,
is placed Inside. The baskets contalning
the oggs are s¢t in the Inner jar,

A most Interesting account of the oper-
ation of the Chinese hatching establish-
ments appears in Professor F, H. King's
wonderful volume deallng with the agri-
culture of China, Some of the more Im-
portant points brought out by this dis-
tingulshed nuthor are discussed bolow.

One hatehery viwlted ls equipped with
10 Ineubators, each enpahle of holding
1200 oges, or o total capacity of 36,000
o nl one time, 1In size this compares
favorabhly with many of the prominent
Amoriean establishments, The machines
are operated In the dwelling, the front
room of which serves as a shop where
epes are purchased and chicks sold,

The work 15 not confined to the hateh-
ing of hens' eggs alone. Ducklings and
goklings are nlro produced In large num-
bers, The oges are not permitted to re-
maln In the incubators for the entire
period of juncubation At n certain stage
they ave vemoved In padded trays, which
are kept In oo snltably warmed situation
wontll the hateh I8 completed,

N breeding stock Is kept by the own-
ers of the hatchery, all eggs being par-
chased, the price pald belng about 60
conty per 300, The chicks are sold at
nbout $1.30 per 100

The Baby Chick Trade,

Here we encounter another jndustry
wlileh has only recontly taken root In
Ameriea—ihe selling of baby chloks. Very
few people, save those in Intimate touch
with the poultey industry of our Nation,
realive how extensive the frade In baby
chicks Is at prosent, and how rapidly it is
prowing. PBut our #ellers of chicks have
soweithilug o learn from those in Chioa
The lutter have leavned the trick of dis-
tinguishing the séx of the newly hatehed
ehick and they sort 1hem aceordingly.
Each purchnser may deslgnute just how
wany pullets pod how many cockerels
wuld be lnelnded lo vaek vider,  Pro-

1

ducers of eggd naturally select the for-
mer, while those who desire to grow table
poultry prefer the latter. Some time we
may expect to have our progressive deal-
ers announce that they are now in posi-
tion to ship elther male or female chicks,
as requosted, and such will certainly be
in position to corner the market,

When the ploneer Amerfean baby chick
dealer flrat offered to ship newly hatehed
youngsterg by express to distant points,
he was subjected to an unlimited amounnt
of publie ridlcule and more or less abuse;
the former from those who Jjust knew
the plan could not be worked success-
fully, the latter from the misinformed
individuals who thought the bables would
be eruelly treated,

Chicks Safely Shipped,

fut the experience of many thousands
of purchagers has conelusively shown that
chicks may safely be %hipped by express
to distant points, and the general ac-
ceptance of this fact Is Indieated by the
establishment of large hatehing plants In
all sectiong of the country and the steady
expanslon of the business done by them,
Many are now hatehing and selling more
than 260,000 chicks onch season, while
those with an output of 100,000 or more
are %0 common that they excite but little
comment,

Unfortunately, the eruelty ldea still per-
siita In cortaln quarters, As late as two
venars ago there was some talk at the an-
nual meeting of the American Poultry
Assoclation of Introducing a resolution
condemning the shipping of baby chicks,
on the ground that the practiee Is re-
sponsgible for mllrh unnecessary suffer-
ing. However, sane counsels prevalled
and the resolution wns never brought up,

Consider the facts, When mnewly
hatehed, baby chicks do not require food
or water, Few professionnl poultrymen
supply elther for at least 48 or frequently
72 hours. A sufficlent degree of heat is
demanded, however. The successful op-
eration of many forms of fireless brood-
ers ls sufficlent proof that a brood of
chicks will generate all the heat required,
provided they are kept in a suitable box,

Therefore, It is* plain that properly
packed chicks will be comfortable and
contented for ot loast two days, and few,
if any, shipments are en route for a long-
or time, It must be admitted that the
ghipments may suffer from Improper
packing and handling, but the commer-
cial factor acts here to correct such trou-
bleg, The sellers of chicks must deliver
the goods in first-class conditlon, other-
wise thelr trade will suffer, This com-
pels them to use suitable cases and exer-
clse care In packing, The trunsportation
companies are always looking for busi-
neas, If they fall to give careful service,
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their Income guffers through the o "
ment of shipments, Therefore, llml;t::l‘.
actuated by mere self-interest, it hy ;0
nobler sentiment, to handle chick ghip.
ments with utmost care. In fact, the ox.
press companies have Issued instructions
to thelr employes to pay particular ai.
tention to all Hvestock while en route, ang
these seem to be very generally obeyed

There Is further proof that the praetice
Is neither cruel nor inhuman. One jarge
shipper recently stated to me (hat the
backbone of hig business 18 repeat orders
from his customers. Certainly, few poul-
trymen would contlnue to patronlze the
same man year after year If the chicks
did not give satlsfactlon. And, ohviously
if the little fellows suffered severely dur.
Ing shipment, they would not be satlafac-
tory, because such a large proportlon of
them would die during the brooding
perfod, A baby chlok cannot stand much
“grief” and make good later,

Few Chicks Lost in Transit,

The low perceniage of dead chicks pe-
celved by purchasers also Indieates eare-
The man referred (o above
guarantees that each customer shall re-
celve as many lve chicks as he pays for,
replacing the dead ones without charge,
and this s the usual costom. The loss
from this source does not exceed 2 per
cent durlng the entire sepson, and one
conld easlly belleve that a shmilar loss
would be had in large numBers of chicks
transferred directly from the fncubator to
the brooder, !

Of late 1 have recelved many letters
from pounltry keepers, inquiring about the
quality of the stock one may expect (o
recelve from dealers in baby chicks, Buch
inquirles cannot be falrly answered In a
single word, "good™ or “poor,” It de-
pends upon the source from which the
chicks are secured, The same Is true of
breeding stock and oggs for hatching. As
n rule, one gets about what he pays for
when he deals with rellable coneerns,

Strong Breeding Stock Required,

Hut in the baby chick business the ele-
ment of self-interest compels the produc-
er to pay partienlar attention to the qual-
ity of the breeding stock from which he
secures the eges for hatehing, Fresh eggs
have n definite market value, and the
cont of a glven number of chicks Is dotoy-
mined by the cost of the egga required
to produce them, plus the labor charge.
At current prices of chicks, good hatches
must be the rule, or no profit can be ob-
tained from the sale of ehicks.

In view of the above, the dealer is
greatly interested In having flocks of
breeding birds which are healthy, strong
and vigorous, as egegs from such sources
glve Inrgest hatehes of strong chicks.
There s another polnt. The profes
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