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the poor dear soul If Matrena Bud bean t\
monster the oceasion wos ton gooi Ni-
tachr's ahponoe. hor wolltas presence fo "
quarter of an hour In the empry villa, al}
would have urged Muatrena whom 1 wpent

alone 1o sedrch unider the arpet in the
dining-room, to draw the Inst nalle from
the board if she was really gullty of having
dArawn the othere Nutachn “"u::ll hiave
beon lost then! Matrona returned aln erely
tragically happy at not having fouud _.|.-.'.'
thing new, and now | hive the muterinl
proof that I neaded. Morally and p yelcally

Maptrenn in removed from (1 80 1 am golng

to spenk Lo her aliout the hatplo. § beliova
that the matter |n Urgkent on that slda
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The Mywterlous Hand,

After the departure of Mutrena Roulein-
bille turned hin attentlon to the gardon.
Neither the marshul of the court nor the
officers ware there nny longger, The thres
men had disappenred.  Rouletablile wished
to know &L once where they had gone. Ie
went rapidly to the gate, named the officors
and the marshal to Ermolal, snd Ermolal
made a slgn that they had passed out.
Even ax he spoke he xiw the marshal's
carriage disnppenr around a cortier of the
romd An to the two officers, they were
nowhere on the roadwny. Ile was surprised
that the marshal should huve gones without
wenlng Matrena, or the genoral or himsalf,
and, nbave all, he was disgquieted by the
disappearance of the urderlies. e gath-
ered from the gestures of Ermolal that they
had passcd before the lodge only n few
minutes after the marshal's  doparture,
They had gone logetler Roulatabille st
himself to follow (hein. traced thelr stepn
In the woft enrth of the rondway and soon
they crossed onte the grovs. At this point
the tracks through the massed ferns bocame
vory diffienlt to follow, He hurried nlong,
bending <lose 1o the ground over wich
trivcen us ho could wee, which continually
led him astray, but which conducted him
finally to the thing that he wought. A nelse
of voleces made him raine his head and then
throw himmseif behind o tree. Not twenty
teps from him Natschs and Boris were
having an animated conversation. The
youmg officer held himnelf erect directly
in Tront of her, frowying and impatient
Tnder the uniform cloak that he had

wrapped about him without having both-
wred to use the sleeves, whilch wers tossed
up over his chesxt, Borls hid his arms
vroksed, His  entire  attitude  Indioated

hauteuy, coldness pnd disdain for what he
WA hearing. She talked to him rapidly and
mostly In o low volee. Hometimes n word
in Russlan sounded, and then she resumed
har eare Lo speak low. Finally she ceasad,
and Boris, after w whort silence, In which
he hnd seemed 1o refloct deeply, pronounced
distinetly these words In French, pronoune-
ing them syllable by syllable, as though to
Eive them additional foree

“'You ask a frighttul thing of me"

“It I8 necessary to grant It 1o we," sald
the young girl with singulay energy. “You
understand, Borls Alexandroviteh! It s
nocegpary.t

Her gase, after she hnd glonoed penetrat-
ingly all around her and discovered nothing
nusplelony, rested tenderly on the young
offieer, while she murmured, “My Horls!
The young man could not resist elther the
swaoolness of thut volce, nor the captivating
chnrm of that glance,. He took the hand
#he extended toward him and Kinsed It pas-
winnately, Him eyen, fixod an Natacha, pro-
vlalmed that e granted sveryihing that she
wished and admitted hinself vanquished
Then whe wald, nlways wiithi that adorable
gase upon him, "This evening!” He replisd
“Yen, ves This eavening his evening!"
ipon which XNatacha withdrow her hand
and made & wign ta the officer to Jeave,
which he promptly Natacha re-
mained theee still & long time, plunged in
thought, Nouletabille had wlready token
the road back to the viiia Matrena Pe-
trovna wan watching for his return,. sented
on the first step of the landing on the
great stnlrease which ran up from the
veranda, When ahe anw lhilm ghe ran to
him., He had already reached the dining-

obeyed

roon.

“Anyone In the house™ ho asked

“No one, Natacha haws not returned,
and . . .

ting In now.
if she has
they pald they
vae wgho

“Your stepdaughter Is
Ak lher where she has
sech the orderlles, and i
would return thih sveniog, In
wnawers that ahe has xeen them.'

“Nery well, little domovel doukh The
ordertles Ioft without my seeing when they
went'”

“Ab” Interrupted Nouletabllle, "Lefore

pha arrives, give me all ber hatplos™

“What!"

“1 say, all her hatpins. Quickly!

Matrens ran to Natacha's chamber and
rotidrned with thres snoirmoun hatpins witn
beautifully-cut stones i Lthem

“Thewa are all™

“Phey are all I have found. T know she
hos two others. =She i one on her head,
or itwo, perhaps; | can't find them™

“Take these back where You found them
sald the reporter, aftur glupcing &t LLem,

Leroux
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IT-;-‘:-I"il " “H-Tmu--ﬂ immedintoly, not un- hung her hat Beside this hat therr was
. anuging what he was doing A toque that Ermolsl hud brought In 't
And now, yolr hatplne. Yes your hate old servant hnd found It In same corner of
plonn the garden or the conmervatory w here he

COh 1 have only two! and here (hey ar hind baen.

ld she, drawing them from the toquo she  ®iaa
hod been wenring and had throw 1 on the "Whese toque Is that?™ asked
#ofn when she te-entered the houe, bille. "I huven't seen It on the

anyone here.”

A hatpin gtuck out of that togue

Roulaetn
head of

Rouletnb Kave
tion netabille wave hers the wame lnnpecs It s Naiacha's,” repllod Motrenn
Thanks, Heére Iu your stepilaselins She moved toward it, but the Young inin
Natu antored, Cluak aud smillne held her back. went into the verandia bim
‘Abh, well alil whe, quite Vrenthlens, welf, Ml_'l‘ withont towehing It, stunding on
You may bonst that 1 had (o search for “N'". he examined the pin Me sank linek
e I made the entive vounid, ¢lear past on his beels wnd turnod towaed Matrota,
the MAratc Has the promennide done pADE Hhe tmught a glimpse of fleotinug emotlon
gaond 2 on the face of lier little friend
Yo he anlopy roplied Muirann Explain te me she Anfd
‘Have you met Borle and Mirhae] Rut he gnve her a ghance that frightened
She appesred to hesliate a socond then her, anmd snld low:
replied o aud give orders right awny that dine
‘Yee, for an Instant.* ner tie served In the veranda. All through
INd they pay whether they would retuin G 00eF 10 I8 absalutely necessary that the
this evening** ; door of Natacha's sitting-room, and that
o s reuttel Hatitls troubled of the stalrway passage. and thiat of the
YWhy all thess guentlong® vernndn, giving on the Arawing-room ro-
fhe flushed sl mors muin opan all the time. Do you understand
Beeatme T thought (v strapge phrried meT AN poon as you have given your orders
Matrenn, “that they went awn they did %0 to the genvral's chamber and do not quit
wWithout saying goond-by, without a  werd the general's bedside, kKeep 1t In view Coma
without Inguiring (f the genersl needeil down Lo dinner when |t iy announced, and
II.-'ln. Thers I8 something stranwer yet, “"'“I"":'_ bother  yourself about any thing
DI you woe KAltsof wit hsn v grande- o
RARYCRAL o f \II.'- ot h them, the grund 0 saving he filled his pipe, lghted it
“No.' ' with & =ort of sigh of relief wnd, after »
"Kaltrof came for o moment entered the final order 1o Matrenn, “Qo." ha wont into
garden and wenl nwWay axoin without seoe the garden. pufting great cloude Anyone
Ing uw, without saying even o word to the would have sald he hadn't smoked In &
Eenorn). : weok, e appeared not to be thinking but
“Ah" snld Natacha Just My enjoying hl1mlq-h‘. In fact, he
I»:h“. a_n[-nlrv-lm Indifference, she rFulsed :::,I;'\"'d“l“h,l‘.:h‘l?mjl"_“I:,?.I“.ii,t:l.?N:‘.:'I':_I";.”“T"
1er arms and drew ottt her hatplns ule- ! - p o
tabille watehed the pin nju-.:;..,v a 11‘1‘3‘::“. "':“h’" up “I'F” the little Klosque which,
The voung girl bardly seemed aware of ' sed on piles, lifted it steop thatehed

thelr presence. Entirely absorbed in strange
thoughta, sle repiaced the pin in her hat
and went to hang it in the verandn, which
merved ulso an vestibule, Houletabille nover
quitted her oyes, Matrenn watched the
reporter with n stupld glance Nutaoha
crommed the drawing-room and entered heor
chamber by paseing threough her Hitle sit-
ting-room, through which all entrance to
her chamber had to be made. That litle
room, though, had thres doors, One openoid
Inte Natacha's chamber, one Into the draw-
Ing=room, und the third tntoe the Hetle pass-
age in a corner of the house whero was (e

Nouletabille settled down to
like an artist with ample lelsure

(To He Continusd. )
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stairway by whilch the servants passed from
the kitehens to the ground floor and the
upper floor, This passage had wlso 0 door

Eiving directly upon the drawing-room. It ever figured this out? We have made
was cartainly & poor arrmngement for sery- exlnullinuudynf thisim- '
Ing the dinkng-room, which was on the othier ant problem and the answer
Mlde of (he drawing-room and behind the mmrawf‘mﬂtr‘rm.jw‘
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veranda, such a chance laying-out of n copy,
housa ns one often sees In the off nand ::dl::.p::?.a:ﬁ?amﬁé
planning of many places In the country. Cash Value Coupon. The hook is
Alona again with Houletabille, Matrenn -ur&nmlldollnrllolh( b
notleed that he had not lost wight of the try owner, |3;mﬂl.c&llm f
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