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Raising Poultry in America---Making It a Profitabje
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: Many experlenced poulirymen contend

that hen-brooded chicks are better, ptronger
st mere vigorous than thoss grown In
artificlal brooders, This guesilon Is oer-
Inloly open o debate, hut It 1s undenlably :
$ true that hens will, under proper con- §
1 Sitlons, rear ehleks of bigh quality asd |
: :
= ;
,

with s smnll percentage of loss,

The following contribution Is full of
helpfol information regarding the proper
manngement of the mather bens and their
Lroods,
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Ny pHoOpF. FREDERIC M., STONEBURN.

I I8 an casy matter to ralse a few
l ehlcks with hens, but an entirely dif-

ferrent proposition to grow a large
piumber through exclusive use of the
piutural method of brooding. This ex-
plalus why the artificial method of
brooding 1s used almost exclusively on
most commearcial pouitey farma,

The time required to properly attend
to o single brood of 156 chleks Is not
worth consldering. Dut when one has
1500 chicks divided into 100 little flocks,
veattered aboiut over a consniderable area,
each demanding attentlon several times
dally, the detall work demanded soon
grows tiresome,

It I# g0 much easler Lo attend to the
game number of chicks In a convenlent
brooder house, or to three flocks of 600
¢ach under colony brooders, that few
pounltrymen stick to the old method
after they have reached a point where
thwir floeks of chicks are really large In
plze

Hen<Dirooded Chicks Preferred.
This is not an intimation that [t is

fmpossible to grow many chicks by the
natural method, 1In certaln sections of
the country, notably In New England,
many poultry farmers who maintain very
large flocks of fowls depend upon broody
Liens to hateh and rear all the chicks.
But it will be observed that these men
have studied the problem earefully and
bave provided the equipment which en-
ables them to most conveniently and
efficiontly care for the hens and thelr
broods, Unless some syetem I applied
fo this work, one need not expeet to se-
cure entively satisfactory results. The
were Important detafls of management
are presented below. In general, these
apply to almost any poultry plant, Minor
detally may he changed to meet the pe-
enllar conditions surrounding each par-
tienlar case.

Proper feeding Is of primary (mport-
unce.  This matter was fully discussed
in g recent fssue of this publication, and
the polnts then brought out will not be
repeated here, However, L might be well
to state that the feeding problem Is
really simpler when the chicks are moth-
ered by hens than when grown In brood-
ore.

This Is not due to any difference in the
chicka, but rather to the conditions sur-
rounding them. Each hen is ugunlly given
but o wmall number of chicke, and,
us @ rule, these small broods are per-
mitted to Bave considerable lberty, In
the brooder, from 50 to 500 chicke are
kept In one flock and In many castes
they are confined In yards of relatively
small slze. The lien-brooded chicks may,
therefore, pick up much natural food,
as worms, Insects, fresh green stuff, and
the ke, and they further have the ac-
tive asslstance of the hen in finding these
tidbits. The brooder chicks, on the other
hand, must depend upon the attendant
to supply overyvthing which they need
in the way of foodstuffs.

When feeding chicks with hens, espe-
clally where oxpensive chlck feeds are
used, It Is advisable to provide a special
feeding ploce for the youngsters, so ar-
ranged that the mother hen cannot get
at the costly ration. Feed her on any
ordinary graln mixture which is less ox-
penaive,

The disposition of the mother hen s
nlso an {mportant matter. Some hens
are naturally motherly, kind and atten-
tive to thelr broods, pleasant to manage.
These will usually rear a large percentage
of the chicks Intrusted to them,

Others, with equally good Intentions,
ure clumsy, stepping upon and erushing
wany of the chleks, still others are
nervois and flighty or cross and quarrel-
rone Such birds may more profitably
be returned to the layving flock and thelr
¢hleks glven to the dependable kind.

Select Mother Hens With Care,

The observant poultryman can usually
pivk out the wusatisfactory individuale
wiille they ure Incubating or very shortly
after they are given chicks. And It pays
te wateh this matter earefully,

Ihe consirnetion of the brood coop Is
poext In portaned It Is most short-
plghted polley to provide coopg which will
meet the requirements of the Httle fawm-
fles only when the most favorable con-
ditions obtaln Far better, deslgn and
bulld them in such & way that they will
fully serve thelr porpose under the worst

wiible conditions Then they will sure.
¥ be mtinfactory at other Umes,

Chicks, like adult fowlg, require Quar-
w which are dry, well-ventilated, light
8ud sunny, and reemy, Furtber, they

must be protected agalnst the attacks of dispensed with and the hens kept at 2
the many enemles that beset them. home by tethering them to the coops, to SMATl aire

Dryness s merely n matter of careful  welghts or to pegs driven Into the ground, |y A
construction. A cheap box may be made A gtout string of sufficient length (s at- ound oy 1
woather-proof by merely tacking on a tached to one leg, the other end being Lot tha itey
covering of tar paper or roofing mate- secured as above, The hens very qulckly  wyuy the
tlal. Board floors, especially when slight-  learn just how far they can travel and sy ,
Iy elevated above the ground level, will they seldom, If ever,,Injure themsolvd |y with th
prevent dampness from working up un- by too vigorous pulling on their tether, ), north o Ope
derneath, Cleanliness Is also necessary, Tha ’

Ample ventilation may be secured In  coop floor should be cleaned at frequent )¢, ith
a variety of ways, A small coop which intervals and coop and run moved to  (he pupoy 1o
Ig virtually open In front will always be fresh ground every few days. It Is al-

well ventilated, while free from moving ways advisable to keep the floor covered (4 11,y ne -
currents of alr. L ‘;iu&trmh, dry o?rlh.“ :hlrn a;e;vma the Carry !l:: 1:?:*'
. ouble purpose ol sealin 1 he drop- the n
Make Brood Coops Roomy. plugs and making easy the work of hllnt:n“n Ninder yq

l r||
but it 18 entirely foadequate durlng terfor in sanitary condition and dis- 'I:Ill h‘:er ::::,fi"‘hu may
stormy days when the flock must of gourage the activities of lice and mites. Whore u!.'lrnem_
necessity remain under cover. When & Thege little pests will, It not checked, o (e ry, oY &

thriving flock Ig confined In such small  yjetyally ruin any brood they attack. “doyhled e time the ehts
space for two or three days at a time, The varfous kinds of body llce are best py. ,",'m"" It neersayry
as In the case of rainy spells which B0 pought with good llee-killing powders or From g
frequently occur during Spring and early  gintments. Hen and chicks should be
Summer, the resulte will be noted In  garefully examined at Intervals and vig-

Possibly the greatest fault of the aver- gleaning. !
age brood coop Is its emall size. A coop An oceasional coat of whitewash, or  wil) yunaie
18 Inches square will serve as a sleeplig  gpraying with some good disinfectant (e -.;:m be g
room for a hen and brood of usunl slze, gre desirable In order to keep the in- Uy
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chocked growth and general unthrifti-  orouw trestment given as required, ;f:.':{”iuf;'f..-.,,‘"‘: year, \
ness, The blood-sucking mites Hve In cracks 50 chioky e ™ Dlbeing fh

Since a well-bullt coop will glve good 4ud crevicea in the walls and floor of Curiously e
service for many years and the nvins the coop. Cleanliness and freqnenl spray- Qlli!!’rl"ill‘ln L:::i‘:;'i::.

together g

of only two or three chicks Wil pay jup with powerful disinfectants will at-  fwg hons or pas §
for the addlllunnl‘ m‘niu of a !rloam)‘ cooln. ".Ea to them. “;’.“]:r’l'l;‘l,“:ﬁak:g’t“l: -
it Is mighty poor business policy to make Growing C : 15 (he
s g Chicks Require Shade, diy or o, the :
|l~};=?vlf'lt:‘::‘;".mm too small for comfort and The chicks should be glven nccess to ”1:‘." WHI not ‘Pl'l'dtn
Virtnally all night-prowling enemies pienty of shady places under low-grow- “"azllq-':::{.’. Xaln at .
will be batfled through the use of a tight  [ng trees und bushes, tracts of growlng "¢ broods rly g

floor and baving all openipgs in gide corn or other similar crops. By early
“.,‘t,l‘;: covered with closo-meshed wire Summer the seantily clad youngsters of (he “mmn)' homm
netting.

A necessary adjunct to the coop Is a
smiall run or yard which confines the hen vl
while permitting the ehicks to have thelr covered frames or heaps of evergroen Kostr an s
freedom, As o rule {t is best to keep brush ghould be provided. Plles of brush 8o ”:‘m"[lhl‘ntm themn durisa
the mother at home until the ehicks are covered with pumpkin or squash vines oF have plenty g
well started in life, strong enough to fol- make ideal shelters and furnish safe re- ¢
low her on the long journeys she will treukv agalnst the atincks of erows or
usually take if given her freedom. hawke.

Of course, the hen may be kept con- The chick range should not be too “OPY7RENG 1013, by Mty gl
fined In the coop itself, but she will be thickly populated. Overcrowding Is a T e sRRE
more contented and keep In better con- most common fanlt and brings on a train Modesty,
dition If permitted to cxerciee In the of evils,. Allow each brood plenty of It must not he sy
open alr and geratch and wallow in the gpace. You will grow more and better the Kalser quoted Shake
dirt.  Further, If permitted to get out- echicks under such conditions, or not to be"—in Yy grig
side where she can survey the territory Frequently clrcumstances compel the  Hig Majesty |g 4 )

around her home, she wlll often save chick ralser to grow many chicks on a
many chicks by sounding the alarm when limited area. [t then hécomes his duty
dunger threatens. to pay particular attention to the task

expensively constructed of ordinary laths, This Is best wecomplished by frequent An English diplomat vy
by tacking these on A-shaped frames. and thorough cultivation, ueing elther the =eme blg affalr of the moe
The end pext to the coop ls left open, spade or the wheel hoe to turn the sur-  lady.  “As our Immorta
but both sides and the other end are In-  face under and bring fresh earth to the observed,” the gy

closed with laths nalled on some three top. Growing green crops are a blg help, “There is a tido In the
Inches apart. In sueh a run the hen ean  too. Patehes of grass, clover or rape that, taken ai the floed,
see nll that I8 golng on, can take the may be started under wire-covered tune'" ;

exercige she requires, and the chicks may  frames, the latter being removed as soon The Kalser looked pomed
run in and out ns they please. ns the plants have become thoroughly “That Is qulte troe” ' §

In Burope commonly, and to some ex- established, have acqulesced, “but | 1{
tent In Amerlea, the exerciging yards are Wateh the water supply. The young- saying “It."—London Thiy

LA L e O e A e e e R R R R R REE SRR RS R R R E R R R R e

i
|

|

:
:
:
|
:
:
:
.
:
‘
:
‘
i
i

“eee - -
i i b L B B e, h b s o b b 5 5 T N T U RO L s A R

ing. It 1a rank
fined for :nn folly to i

wiie
suffer from the rays of the sun, and If I have over knows made | '_

natural shade Is not avallable, cloth-  rule (0 1ot his ehisky gy e

fresh water, Keep il
lose the coops up snugly ot g
wateh the litle chap grow!

The contrary may be suried
incident which oceurred g o)
very satisfactory yard may be in- of keeping the soil In good condition, 9ne of the Derlln embasie. |

WHITE ORPINGTONS.
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The Orplagton I an Boglish Ecnaral-purpose fowl, Clrat I'l'ﬂdlil'-aﬁh’ 1886, and gonerally introduced Iote
years later, after it had been brought to a falr degree of perfection. The white variety Is pure white in plamage ¥l "
plokish-white beak and shanke. Males welgh B35 and 10 pounds; females, 7 and 8 pounds, according W nEs
vory satisfactory producers of brown-shellod exir, and stock of all aged n"““" excellent table poultry, NM
inated by the late Willlam Cook, whe produced sy oral distinct varleiles, My, Cook firast produced this new fowl "
Ilaliroi-”‘ The biack variely was the first to apyear, followed at whort intervals by other varieties, nn the New kind prov
Some breeders hold that the white variety in a rport from the black. Many white varieties of other broeds have W
l"".“"d' t,l!her: believe that Mr, Cook used entirely Wifferent blood, combiniog that of the Black Famburk, .
islte Dorking. But whatever its ancestry, the mubject of thin akoteh Is m true Orpinglon ip shupe and mnl#,

it Iy cortainly deserving of the conslderation :
y Aun of all classen of poultry-k orating & comme
ing & backyard flock or interested In broeding show "m-_h.! v-Keoopers, whether op K



