3
1
b

= o

Sy | D—

s
-

- -

- —

i

B i e

T T ————.

st ]t _——

e A A — S

- —

AOME AND FARM

MAGAZINE SECTION

Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in Ameriq

—

Hundeeds of milllons of chicks are
hatehed In Amerien each year by the
nalural process of Ipcobation Nat
(here s no doatit (har millians of eggs
are spolled and wasied which wanld
lave lustebied hind the podliry grawen
pakd more sitention to the care of the
sitiing hrens,

suceess Im this ling depends wpon
veing egey of the right kind, sid des
pendable hens, plos cureful work npon
the part of the ntiendant, By follow-
lag the Instructions given below the
best of restlts can be seciredd

stendly Improved and yoarly

growing in popularity, the good
old way of hatching chicks by hen
power {8 still mighty populay, On
most large poultry plants, It 1a troe,
the "wooden hen' Is depended upon
almost exclusively to bring out the
nununl erop of chicks, but slnce the
greater part of our poultry products
comes from the vast number of amall
flocks malntnined on general fnrms
and In the boack yards In towns and
vilinges where the natural method
of Incubation I8 lurgely practiced, It
Is quite evident that the machine can-
not entirely supplant the mother hen,

There 18 an honest difference of
opinlon among poultrytuen #s to the
relntive value of hen-hatched and ma-
rhine<hatched chicke. However, It
will be notleed that the advoeates of
the artiticlal method do not elaim
that chicks so produced are superlor
10 those hateched under hens, but
merely that they are equally as good,
and o the owner of a flock of natur-
ally Incubnated chicks can feel sure
that thege are as good as fould be
produced from the eggs used.

Hatehing Equipment Simple.

1t |s n simple matter to sat one or
two hens and care for them during
the period of Incubation, Tt s quite
fnother matter to suceessfully man-
nge any conglderable number of sit-
tera and eatisfnctory resulits can only
be obtained through providing the
simple equipment regnired to keep
themt upder control and carefully
looling after many detnlls of man-
agement, Unless this Is done, one
may expect to have many exasper-
utlng experlences and submit to the
Joss of many valupble eggs and
chicks,

Broodiness |s a normal eharacter-
Istle of all domestic fowls, and Is most
vommon during the Spring months,
the natural breeding perlod of all
hirds, In certaln breeds of poultry,
s the Leghaorns, this desire to Incu-
bhate has Iargely disappenred. Hens
of the non-sitiing breeds are usually
nervous and flighty, easlly “broken
up” and usually unrellable sitters.
For this reason they are not to be
depended upon for this Important
worl, On the other hand, the Aslatie
breeds and certain of the Amerlcan
hreeds are most persistent in thelr
desive to rear a family, and thege are
most popular among poultrymen who
use hens to do the hatching,

At this season of the year the
broody hen ls much In evidence. In
every flock will be observed Individ-
uals which are showing the symptoms
In varying degrees, 1t will be noticed
that they remain on the nest after
lnying and object to belng disturbed.
Presently they begln to cluck ocea-
slonally anod shortly they remaln on
the nest at night,

At this point the
should take actlon. 1f he propoges
1o make his hens lay and let the in-
cibator hateh the eges, he should at
once break up the broodies so they
will speedily begin egx production
ugaln, If he proposes 1o set some
hens, he should seleet those which
promige to be most faithfnl and pro-
tect them  from (Qleturbances and
break up the fever In the nervous In-
dividunls; which would be trouble-
somte M Elven a cluteh of cggs o
hateh,

Tils breaking-up process is simple
it 1t ts ueed In thme. The very first
night the hken remaing on the nest,
imstead of golng 1o roost, 15 the right
1ime to wke cure of her. She should
e a1 once pluced In the broody coop
or vard, and in the majority of cases,
she will soou be rendy to resume her
dutivs us & part of the Inying flock.

e ooy coop may be made en-
tlvely of lath or wire netting or sim-
Py box wiih slut or netting hottom,
It shonld e suspended above the
flowr sa plenty of alr way clrevinte
through It, and within sight of the
laying flock In snuch guarters the
most obstinate slitey will soon de-
wand her frevdom, so she may re-
it her actlve sliters, especially if
he receives plenty of egg-making
fond undd but little corn,

e beabing-up yard ls anothsr

Tllnl'lill the incubator & helng
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pounltryman ,

popular scheme, This Is merely an
inclosure containing shelter of some
kind, having roosts but no nests, and
tenanted by 8 number of chckerels,
Within a very few days aftar belng
placed fn guch a yard the broodies
may Dbe transferred to the laying
flock, completely cured.

The selocted sitting hens should be

left In thelr aceustomed quarters until
they huve censed to lay and the de-
glre to slt has become fully estab-
Mshed. Then they should be trans-
terred to the nests prepared for them
In separate quarters, where they will
not be disturbed.
Where any congiderable number of
hens are set, some special  bullding
or compartment should be given up
to thelr exclugive ugse. This should
be woll ventilated and reasonably
dark to Insure comfort and content-
ment.

Aslde from the nests, but few fur-
nishings will be required. Recep-
tucles for food and water and a dust-
ing place of liberal size complete the
list, The latter should have a goodly
supply of fine earth In which the
birds may wallow when lberated
from thelr nests,

Preparing the Nests,

The nest boxes ghould be roomy,
Small nests cause much discomfort
to thelr occupants, induce restless-
ness, and thisg in turn results In much
brealnge of egge.  They should be
go constructed that the hen may step
Into the nest, If the boxes are deep
and the heng compelled to jump
down on the eggs, many of the Iatter
are sure to be hroken.

Bach nest ghould be fitted with a
door, which may be closed at will,
thns keoplng the ocoupant under con.
trol, Where open mnest boxes are
uged nnd o number of hens st In the
gnme room, there Is bound to be
much [ghting: some hens will remain
off the nest for too long a time, two
hena will frequently crowd on one
nest, lenving another uncovered und
unsatisfactory resulls are bound to
follow. _

It is unquestionably the better
pian to remove the blrds dally and
permit them to feed and exercise for
n rensonuble perfod, but keep them
confined to the nests the rest of the
time,

1 have experlenced much satisfac-
tion from the use of trapnests for
sitting hens. The hens may be re-
leaned at any convenlent time and the
traps ndjusted, As each sifter re-
turns to her nest, she automatically
locks herself In and the others out,
and muny of the dangers attending
the use of the open nest are thus
overcome,

For nesting material nothing ls
better than hay or straw cut Into rea-

sonably short lengths. Earth may be
used as n foundation, and this should
be shaped before the other material
iy added.

The nest should bo saneer shaped.
1If fiat, some of the eggs may roll out
from under the hen, If the cavity s
deep, the eggs may pile up and be
erushed, Attention to detalls of this
kind pays.

The hens should be removed to
thelr new quarters after dark, as
they are less llkely to object than
when transferred during the hours of
daylight. For the first day they
should be permitted to sit upon ehina
eggs or dlscarded ecggs from olher
nests untll they have shown their
willingness to altend to business,
Then the yaluable eggs may be safe-
Iy Intrusted to their care.

The number of eggs given each hen
I8 rogulated by her alze and the sea-
gon of the year. While cold weather
lingers, an average hen should satis-
factorily cover 10 to 11 egga, In
ordinary 8pring weather sho will care
for 13, while In the warm season she
may be glven 10,

It Is always well to set several
hens at the same time. When the
oggs are testod at the end of the first
week it may be found possible to
glve all the fertlle ones to n smaller
number of héns, thus permitting one
of more to be returned to the laylng
flock or reset on other eges. Again,
at hatehing time, the broods may be
doubled up and several sitters re-
leased from further duty in connec-
tion with the chickes.

Feeding the Sitters,

The sitiers should be kept upon a
hard graln ratlon, but this munt be
glven in lberal quantity, Probably
the best plan is to provide graln
hoppers of generous size and lef the
Lirds eat all they wish, Corn and
wheat are staple grains, Mash mix-
tures of any kind are to be avolded.
Green food may be given, sparingly,
but not In sufficient quantity to In-
duce loosencys of the bowels,

Grit should also be avallable, and,
of course, clean, fresh water In abun-
dance,

Each day as the hons arve released
from thelr neats, the Intter should be
carefully exnmined for cracked and
wolled oggs, and any troublea cor-
rected. Very few hens will sofl thelr
nosts If they oun aveld It, but when
they are confined the greater part of
the day, more or less trouble of this
kind may be expected. However, it
Is most essential that both nesting
material and eggs be kept elean, nnd
this must be looked after dafly,

The sgltting room should also be
kept In ganitary conditlon, The drop-

plogs should be removed each day,
never permitted to become mixed

with the eart
Into the food
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I know of n pool in n leafy dell

That the wary trout love best,
And o timid trail to the chapurml
Whera tho red deer lie ot rest,
A nlght bird's call when U shadimg

The Call of the Wi,

I know & place whers the fem In dieg,
And the glant fir waves high,
And n roeky ledige hangs dark and g
And o lsughing brook leaps by,
And II‘:n there to ba with o soul thaty

rea

From the streot's digcordant jar,
With a blanket spread on a ceder
And the volee of the worldl afar.

fal

And a cougar's earie ery,
A nllence deep, and a dreamions sl
Under the open sky.
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quiet hens until the hatch fy o |
But If loss I8 foared th
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Kept In o warm place untll mod
to the brooding coops,
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