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lThe Mystery of Ghost Bendl

BY L. ¢, NOTRUR,

FARS apo, on the old canal that
Y extended from Chleago to the

Iinols River, stood a small vil-
fago by the name of Ellasal, It was
jong befors the Chicago Drainage
Canal was talked of or even thought
of. In the village Hved a Mr. Mason,
He had but one child, a boy of more
than ordinary Intelligence. Thig lad
was bright, actlve and Industrious,
He excelled hia playmates In every-
thing, leading in thelr sports as well
a8 In classwork. He grew to man-
hood with but few rivals In anything
he wished to undertuke,

Haviog little opposition, and over-
coming that lttle go readlly, caused
pim to have an exalted opinlon of
himself, which inereased with his
age. He thought with his superfor
faculties, that he could lend a dual
Jife-—be noble and manly when in the
gocloty of good people, and the re-
yerse when with bad people. But he
fell and fell quickly, as the bright
young man so often does when at-
tempting to lead a life of sin.

Young Mason entered his father's
gtore when 21 years of uge. When he
reached the age of 22, his father was
bankrupt from the effects of his son's
mtemperance and dishonesty, There
belng A good opening In canal work
at that time, the boy sought employ-
ment as steersman. Ho foreswore
drinking and by dint of perseverence,
was soon one of the leading men of
the canal, with & captain’s commlis-
gion; but his reformation was of short
duration. In less than a yoar's time
from receiving his commission ns cap-
taln, he had begulled an innocent girl
fnto belng his mistress with the prom-
Iso of marriage as goon ag he should
be released from work long enough
to make the necessary preparations
for an extended wedding tour,

It wins the same old story of a
strong man tempting an innocent girl,
with the same resuit—a wrecked and
rilned e, Pretty Elsie Conway had
been on board the Shermun about
three months, as the wife of Captain
Mason, when she suddenly disap-
peared. There were many sly, winks
angd nods and "I told you so's" among
the old boatmen. The report got
abroad thot preity Elsle Mason had
left the captain, but there was not n
wan that was thoroughly sequainted
with the captain who belleved his
gtory, that she had gone away with
another man.

Things went along as usual for
some time, although a greal many
suspected foul play,

One stormy nlght Captain Mason's
bont, the Sherman, was rounding the
bend which Is near the central part
of the canal, when the steersman,
Gearge Wilson, by a vivid flash of
lightning, chanced to seo a woman
stundiog on the bridge, of the boat.
There wne no woman on board the
boat, he thought, so he attributed it
o his Imagination, He walted for
#nother flush, and, sure enough, there
she stood, hey halr streaming out In
the wind, the rain dripping from her
face. He could not leave the helm,
#0 he shouted to the captain, who
came ont Immediately. ’Fhey stood
and wolted for another flash, which
came all oo soon for the captain,
for when it did come and he beheld
the woman standing on the bridge,
8Ull as a statue, he staggered back
#nd would have fallen, had it not
bean for Wilson's tmely ald.

"My God! It Is Fisle Conway's
ghost!” was all he could say.

All hands were roused and the cap-
tain waus carrled into the cabin and
revived with brandy.

Five miles further on the boat was
Atriuck by lghtning and partially de-
ftroyed bhut was soon repalred and
put In commisslon agaln, The bend
whore Wilson had first seen the ghost
of Elvle Conway was ever afterward
termed “Ghost Bend."

Before six weeks had passed overy
boatwan on the canal was familiar
with the story of *“‘Ghost Bend."
Goorge Wilkon and Alex Wlilson,
brothors, were the steersmen on the
Sherman. A short time after the
Sherman was put in commission again
she was ordered to earry a oargo of
toal from Chicago to La Salle, The
night of the third day found them
Bear Ghost Hend, A wtorm was com-
g up.  Alex Wilson was at the
belm.  He hod not been awakened
the night they had ween the ghost, He
had luughed at bis brother and told
bim it was all Imagination. He even
Went 4o fur as to say that he did not
elleve they had seen anything.

A fow minutes before they came
to the spot where the ghost had ap-
beared, the captain came on deck,
Ho was much woreled, “Wilson, 1
Can't aleep tonight and 1 thought 1'd
fome out and chat awhile,” he sald,

€ oul in this storm to chat? You

must be fond of raln,” was (e reply.

The storm increased in violenee,
flash after flash, while the thundes
never ceased to roll,  Suddenly Wi-
BOT r--::”nm -*n;llain'a grasp on his
arm, while at the sa o e ex-
ool A me Ume lie ex

“Look Wilson! For God's sike,
what was that?" pointing towards
the team that was steadily following
the towpath, Wilson looked in the
direction Indieated. There, behind
the team, seemingly sitting on the
towline, wis Wisle Conway. Bhe was
dressed the snme as before: her hale
streaming down ber back and the
water dripping from her face,

Wilson's halr began to ralze; is
breath came hard; the ecold sweal
ftood on his brow. Five successive
flaslies she remained the same, Then
for the space of a few seconds there
WaR no flash. When another came
Elsle Conway was not there.

“My God! O, my God! Will that
streaming hair and dripplog face con-
tinue to torment me forever?" and
Mason fell insensible at, Wilkon's feet.

The towline parted and it was de-
elded to wait unti] the storm had sub-
sided before they proceed. At mid-
night the storm cleared away and
George Wilson took the helm. The
moon came out, flooding the night
with a soft and mellow light, seldom
equaled in Northern 1linols, It was
such a heautiful night and so light
that It looked as If the siurs could
glve all the light needed,

The Sherman was scarcely undor
headway when the steersman saw the
form of Elsie Conway on the bridge
again. This time ghe appeared to be
moving townrd the cabin., Soon she
stopped before the cabln and hesi-
tated. George Wilson tried to speak
to her. His tongue refused to aet.

conts a pound Is easily obtained for
the product made from the aream of |
superior quality, When sach stnn- |
dhrds are not applied thera is no par- |
teulur  Theentlve for  the careful, |
prinstaking dalvymon, while on the !
other hand there is every opportuni- |
Ly bath for the careful dalryman and |
the ambitious buttermaker, a gen-
eril elevating and perfocting of the |
Indugtry all along the lue and a
hardsliip on no one.

A Fable,
The following®s an allegory
OF just a falkke newapapor story,
OF, iIf you Keep inslating, 1
Wil own up that it's Just a He.

Najd Wrong to Right:
nilse,

Sugar boats vinegur catohing fies,

You yield a point, and I'll yidld one;

And everything will smoothly run,

We'll save a lot of unelons fuas,

Aund It will profit both of us,”

Sald Right: “My rule has bheen for long

Never to compromise with Wrong."

“All right," sald Wrong, “Just spare
rebukos

We'll nght It out. Put up your dukes

Let's compro-

And so they fought. And say, that
fight

Wan worth the priea all vight, all right,

Right “1'" woas strong, his blows tuer-
rifle;

But Wrong was much more sclentifio;

And then, besides, to 9ave his palt,

He often hit below the belt:

Though, If this tale were strictly true,

I'd have to own that Right fouled, tuo,

Wrong soon a bad black optic got;

But, used Lo that, he minded not.

A valiant knight of evil he,

Fuil long he fought and stubbornly,

He showed that he was in fine fettle,

A foomnn worthy of Right's mattle,

And by and by Right's eyen grew dim,

Wrong knocked hlm down and sat on
him,

Snid Right snd strugglad to arise:

‘Hay, Mr. Wronyg, let's compromise.™

The moral now, and then we'll ntop:

It makes a differences who's an top.

~Walter G .Doty,

He could not uttar a sentence, Flsle
stood as If meditating for a few mo-
maonts, then turned and walked past
Wilson to the stern of the boat and
disappeared,

An hour later the coal was diseov-
oved o be on fire. The fire was ex.
tingnighed by flooding the hold., Tha
damage wias considerable, Captain
Mason reported a fire, orlgln, spon-
taneots combustion. In speaking of it
to Wilson, later on, he remarked that
he knew he had reported a lle, for
it was the hand of fate that had
gtartod the fire with the intention
of destroying him for his pagt wick-
edness, Other boats were visited by
the ghost but none came In such close
contact as the Sherman,

A month after the Sherman un-
londed her coal at La Salle, Captain
Mason was arresied for murder.
There was no evidence agalust him
other than that of the two Wilsons
and thelr's conslsted wainly In tell-
Ing of Mason's exclamations on see-
Ing the ghost. Mason, not belng able
to account for Elale Conway's disap-
pearance, was convicted of murder
and sentenced to the penitentiary for
20 years. On hearing the sentenca
he broke down and confessed all. He

told how he had thrown her Into ihe

Lﬂmui one stormy night to keep from

marrying hor after he had rulned her,
how she looked when the lghtning
flashed as she came to the surface,
with her halr streaming out and her
face dripping, and how when the
Hghtning flashed again, she was no-
where to he seen,

Two doys after the sentence wns
passed, the Sherman was rounding
Ghost Bend. Suddenly the driver
came to a halt. He called for a llne
to fasten the boat. The captaln, now
George Wilson, came on deck and
nsked what he wanted to fastep the
boat for,

“That ghost Is lylng up here under
a tree,” waus the reply,

The boat was made fast and the
crew went forward and there In Lhe
ghade of a large walnut tree lay the
body of Elsie Conway, not her ghost,
but her real body. Near by was
found a small cave in which she had
lived, also the remains of an Infant.
There was no writing, nothing 1o tell
how &he had lived or how she had
saved hersclf from drowning. All
that remaips & mystery,

Captain Mason never resched the
prison. The train wrecked near
Jolet, and among the dead was Cap-
taln Mason.

Paying (or Cream.

A general practice of paylog for
eream wccording to its quality on the
part of a creamery should prove very
helpful In emphasizing the desirabll-
ity of producing only good, sweael
eream. Many creameries follow this
practice of establishing two or more
grades, paying a premivm of 1 to 3
cepts for sweet eream with a clean
flavor, ks compared with sour cream
with o¢lean flavor and sour eream

without clean flavor, When such sian-
dards of quulity sre established It s
-

War,
We glve our ehildren drims to bout
Bafore they stand upon their foet:
We give them swords and soldiers gay,
And at the game of war they play,
\}'.- bend the twig of humanking,
Yel murvel if the tree's Inelined,

found that a preminm of m'\.'l'r.'ﬂ!-—

Sent on Free Trial

EVERYBODY

Can Have a

VICTROLA

It is not necessary to pay
the highest price in order to
enjoy the modern musie,

Here are three of the eight
different Vietrolas:

VICTROLA 1V, illustrated above,
with 10 wselections (§ double-

faced 10-Inch sl 8.75

rOCOrdn) svvvavaves

-

VICTROLA IX., Nlustrated above,
with your cholee of 12 anlections

t‘:e:m::z:;::;d = sM.m

BEarly we lenrn that might in right,
That lifo (teelf In one long fight,
This world's a battieneld, we teach;
Business is™War—a common npesch,
We bash our brother on the nowe,
Yet woep If nations come to blows.

Our pooms and pletures, hooks and plays
The doughty doeds of warrioras praise,
Qur mode of apeech, our mode of life
Are echoes of the anclont strife,

The women dress au militaire,
Yot—"war's a horrible affair”
~Lhicago Tribune,

Slightly Used Musical
Instruments at Half

Send for Literature Free

Full line of all makea of cornets,
trombongs, Lrasses, stringed In-
Btruments, planos and organs i
!lll”lt-"hl“ conditlon At half price,
Stale what lustrument you

when writing. ! b

McCurdy Musie Co.

Commisnvenlih Bldg., Portland, Or.

ONsSERVE

SALMON DAY

MARCH avWm

FLAUE YOUR ORDER NOW FOR
A FINE FAT 7 TO p-Ln,

SALMON

We ship them expmss propaid,
hoxed and leed, guaranteed to
wrrive In perfect condition, to

Any exprens office
in U, B, esxcept $l 25
Southern Express,
T A e L
TODD BROS.

Now at 108 Semeea St, Seatife.
Elllore 5612,

VICTROLA X., lNustrated above,
with 12 seloctions (8 double-

racoras) v 919,50
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Bend for catalogues,  they
are free, We will send you
on free trinl a Victrola, the
Grafonola or Edison's new
Diamond Dlse Phouograph.

g -
Srrimey
PORTLAXD, OR,

ALL THE RECORDE-¥OR ALL
MACHINES—ALL OF THE TIME

PRESIDENT WILSON HAxs:

T liks the theater, too, and especially &
good vaudevidle show when 1| am unltl‘
parfeat relaxation, If thers i & bad ol
8 vauwdeville show you can rest reasonshly
socure that the next one may Dot ba =0
badd: but from = bud play thers s no ok
LY O
Orpleum "'F;R"“ Is Wilson Yaudeville,

land, (ergon,

Sen

At social gat

toach plana,
GFRAN, COrn.
National Bank,
PLAN AT ONCE. It

American

A\ s the peivwon who playa
S Instrument by ouy method In a very short time.
Hiundyeds of others hiave, Our big froe cata-
logue tells the mtory—aend for W now! e

= —

To Introduce Our Course

One  Month's

Tuition Without Charge.
d for Particulars at Once.

arn Any Instrument

herings bo one Ia in such demand
You ovan learn any

violin, mandelin, gultar, banjo,
1, ete. Heference! Northwoealern

BUN'T DELAY —SEND VOR OUR

doen not abligate yon la the loast,

School of Music

Sisth and Aukeny, M'ertland, Or,
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