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HOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in Amen

tndividual fowis vary gresily n
thelr charmcteristics. VPor Instancs,
esceptional layers and poor layers
are fotind In Al Lresds, But o sil
breeds the geneinl type Is well flxed,
and  the varlous imdlvidunls of »
glven breed greatly resembile each
olher In speh importnnt matfers as
shape’ wnd slee, hardiness, color of
ege shiell, netislty, ete.

‘Theretore, the pouliryman will do
well to ndopt that bresl which best
mieets his needs, or personnl prefers
eove, take full adoantage of Hs des
airphite gunlities, god scek (o improve
bl Mok thioagh enrefol  selection
nad breeding.,

The prominent vharacteristies of
our virioos klods of domestic chicks
ens are discussed below,

1Y PHOF, PREDENRIC 1. STONEBURN,
OWLS have been kept under do-
F mestlention for nntold conturies,
They are referred to In Holy
Wit ure reproduced on anclént colng
minted long before the Christlan era}
are mentioned In the most apclent
books. Poultry-keeping, therefore, ls
an anclent art,

Just what wild forms were first
domesticated, how they were selected
nnd crogged Lo produce new types,
will probably mever be known. ost
students believe that the jungle fowl
of Indla—the Gallus bankiva of the
sclentists——is the progenitor of our
domestio sorts,

From Agia the stock was carried
westward, by sea and overlund. In
most countries some special type was
finally evolved, and later these were
0o blended that 1t I8 almost possible
to trace the uncesiry of even the
newer breeds, DBut thie process has
worked for fmprovement, and today
the bettor Kinds of fowls are the most
officlont machines that we have for
transforming raw materinls Into food
products for man.

When gecuring a flock of fowls it
Is always best to obtaln birds of pure
broeding, Crosses and mongrela may
in themaelvey be profitnble under cer-
taln conditlons, but they have so
many serlous fauits that one Is hardly
Justitied tn working with them, espe-
clally In view of the fact that really
good stoch may be secured at such
moderate prices, The great advan-
tuge of the thoroughbred flock s due
fo the fact that the varlous individ-
uals are reasonabiy allke In slze,
color, temperament and habits, and
will produce eggs and chicks which
are uniform, and, therefore, more
avalluble. When breeding mongrels
uo one can be sure of the type of the
resulting offspring.

It is not necessary to buy exhibi-
tion birds for which high prices are
charged. But it certalnly Is advis-
nble to take full advantage of the
work already done by breeders In
fixing the type of the varlous breeds
80 that the future operations may be
conducted with rearonable confidence
that the results will be satlsfactory.

But breed 18 not eversthing, We
find poor Individuals In all breeds.
One should earefully consider his
probiem, definitely determine the
object to be galned, and then select
those fowls which have in greatest
degree the characteristies he most
noeds, If the market demand is for
oggs having white shells, it s poor
business to keep a flock of layers of
brown egge. If the production of
table poultry I8 to be the maln con-
slderntion, the light-welght breeds
should be considered.

80 much for the utility poultry
keeper. The fancler, the producer ol
exhibitlion stock, valued because of
perfection in form and color, may
give his fancy freo relgn and devote
himself to the kind which best pleases
him, regardlesy of soy other consid-
erntion,

Class, Brecd, Varviety,

In copnection with fowls we hear
such terms as clask, breed, varlely,
straln, ete, These are often confuked,
#0 n word of explunation way be in
order,

In the Ameiican Sandurd of Per-
fection, fowls are grouped I classns
lrgely according to the eountry of
thelr origin, Fach elass containg ons
or more broods, the latter consiating
of fowls which are allke In slze and
shape, Breeds are further subdivided
Into varlotles, the determinlng ohar-
acterlstles  wwually  belvg  plummge
color or comb shape. For example,
thoe White Wyandotie |s the white
plumaged variety of the Wyandotte
breed, and the latter belongs to the
American olass,

Lt us take up the classes in order.

First cowmies the American, con-
talulng the Plymouih Rocks, Wyan-
dottes, Javas, Domiplques, Rhode ls-
fand Reds and Buckeyes In thelr sev.
erpal voarietles. Thege are all general-

purpose breeds, medium in welght,
generally yellow-skinned, excellent
table stock at all ages, good layers
of brown-shelled eggs. o hens are
dependable sitters and careful moth-
ors,

As a rule the members of this clags
aroe hardy and vigorous, They are
rather henﬂlly feathored and are able
te endure without apparent discom-
fort the cold Winters of our nothern
section.  They stand confinement,
but will “rustle'” {f given an oppor-
tunity.

Tho Aslastio elpss embraces the
Brahmas, Coching and Langshans, our
heaviest breeds. The Brahma I8 the
glant of domestlo chickens, males
often welghing 12 pounds and up-
wards,

Thesze breods produce dark brown
egns but, excepting the Langshan, are
only moderate layers. They nre gon-
tle, easlly confined, unusually hardy,
much inelined toward broodiness,

The Brahma Is often vsed by grow-

ers of leavy-welght table pnnltr,\-.|

either in its purlty or crossed with
lighter stock. Thls seems to be |ts
greatest value.

The Cochin, formerly a very good
utllity fowl, as now bred, Is of littie
practical value.

In the {mportant Mediterranoan
cliss are grouped the Leghorns, Min-
orcas, Spanish, Andalusians and An-
conns, hese are the so-called “lay-
lug machines,” enjoying a high repu-
tation us layers of the white oggs,
#0 much wanted In the New York
markets and those controlled thereby.

Theso breods are small In slze, ox-
copting the Minorea, actlve, nervous,
non-aitting. Owing to the slze of thelr
comba and thelr comparatively light
plumage, they are serlously affected
by the cold.

The White Leghorn Is one of our
most widely-bred fowls and Is a prime
favorite on commercinl egg farms,
Though small in size, it dresses off
nicely, bolng full-breasted and having
the desired yellow skin.

Turning to the Engliuh class, wa

find the Dorkings, Redeaps and Or-
pingtons,

The former {s one of the most an-
clent breeds, and In England Is con-
sirered one of the best table fowls
It has not made much progress In
Amerien,

The Orpinglon is n general purpose
breed, In many wuys resembling ony
Plymouth Roclks, It Is bhardy, & very
good layer, will hateh and rear its
young and makes very [ine table
poultry, The faet that It has white
skin places It at o disadvantage In our
Amerlean markets,

A Promising Fowl,

The newly Introduced Bussex fowl
algo belongs to this class, This breed
fs a grent favorite In the Sussex dis-
telot where such great gquantitiea of
fino table stock are produced, The
American sponsors for this fowl elalm
that It posgosgos nnusunl businesy
qualities, and predict that it will be-
come most popular here as goon as
fts merity nre recognlzed,

One breed, with elght varietios,
forms the Polish clase, This Is one
of the oldest breeds known, and
though a fulr producer of white eggs,
Is now regarded as being strictly or-
namental.

In this ¢lass are found gsome of the
moat beautiful of all domestie fowls,
graceful In form, with huge crests
and wondrously marked plumage.

The Hamburg class also contalns
but a single breed, of which there
are &lx varieties, Though now bred
almost exclusively by fanclers who
have brought it to a remarkable de-
gree of perfection, the Hamburg was
formerly s universal favorite, It pro-
ducos an abundance of white-shelled
egrs which are, unfortunately, rather
small In slze.  In earller times s
ablility a8 an egg-producer earned for

Fine Table Stock From France,
it the name “'Duteh Everyday Layor.™

Some excellent table fowls are
found Iin the French class, which in-
eludes the Houdany, Crevecoeurs and
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Poultry Breeders Will Find This Chart Us

In erder to make descriptions

The accompnnying churt plainly Ehows eucs
drawing Is of o Bultan male. Various tYpes uf

NOMENCLATURE DIAGRAM OF FOWL,
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BY EDWIN MEGARGIR,

8 the art of poultry breeding wua]
developed, poultrymen bogan 1o bred fowls w
feel the necossity of glving each larly In theke

idction of the fowl some descriptive | occasion to ret

uame, In the course of time, a com-
pleto system was evolved which great-
Iy simplified a conditlon that was be-
voming decldedly complex,

The accompanylng disgram shows
overy section of a domestie fowl, and
the rollowlnf lst gives the name of
ench, This 1s In accordance with the

wystem mdopted by the Amerle
Poultr* Assoclation, i ¢
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In the deserviptive mutter necoms
panying the drawlsgs of thorough-
lileh will appear regu-
tolumns, we will have
oF by name to the va-
rlous sections of the birds shown.
Therefere, this cut should be pro-
served for future reference. It will
be found most useful.

A, shows a single comb: B, ar
comb of the Hamburg type; 0:..:
trawherry™ comb; D, a pea comb.

(1) erest, 12) comb, (3) oye, (4)
€ar, (5) face, (6) ear-lobe, (7
muffs, (8) beard, (8) nostrll, (10

wattles, (11) beak, (12)
hackle, (14) breast llllm
thigh, (17) hoek lolat, PR
(19) third tor, 120) .““ ;
fourth toe, ”“} l'lt!:: !
(24) foot, (26 o
vulture hock, (27) uult -
(20) sickles, (30) Iull' -
tall coverts, (32) mals :
(23) lluimné.‘n.l (34 A
Ing-bar, (3¢ COn
wingbay, (31) priw!-m [
{(38) !ll:lll-«-m‘»ri:. {
B,
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