1
|

8

HOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

—

Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in Americg
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EDERIC I, eTONEBUIRN.
nnual value of the agrienl-
I products of America s 50
that it staggers the lmag-
Fhls conntry not only pro--
duces the foodstuffs required 1o sup-
port a population numbering approx-
datesy 100000000, But has o great
export, and this s the
itch of our wenlth

A liture has for Its obleet the
rigd of plants and animale,s
£t v oanimal proddote, wihilch
- by man, affording him
T a rotection, adding
fort pleasure. It Is ot
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i N Aan) an stopE trying to do
many things and roncentrates all his
thi tie and energy upon one,
b Yery HRely Lo make & sgccoss
of tha ¢ rge num-

ent men have of late
devored 1t welves 1o lwproving
methods of poultry management and
perfecting the varlous appllances ro-
gulred by the poultryman, this great
and growlng Industry has developed
“t & truly amaziceg rate.

And the poultry industry s gropt—
wreat in the value of Its products—
great In the support It affords to
allled Industries—great In the nums
ber of men, women and children
rom every conceivable walk in life,
who find pleasure and profit In
brecoding and caring for our usefu!
and beautiful domestle fowle. There
ure {ew, If any, sgrienltural crops
which exceed In vilue the great poul-
try crop In Amerlea when we loclude
i the figures the vast sums In exeess
of actual market value secured from
the sale of epgs for hatehing, bahy
chicks, brevdiang and exhibition stuek.,
We olten hear of “the billlon=dollar
pounhiey Industey,'” and thiz 18 no ex-
Eerition,  From a small beginning,

b developed into o most [mpor-

ource of Natlona! wealth: from
loeted side-<line of the farm to a
Hleh commands the boest
n host of thinking, pro-

Rrevddve poople, and the hearty sup-
purt of state and Natlonul Govern-
VUough pouliry keeping I8 re-
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clalty, It g not necessarily conducted
exclusively on the farm, Of course,
procticnlly all farmers keep flocks of
fowle, but untold numbers of dwellers
in elty, town and village In all sec-
tlons of the country are actively en
giged in this work,
Ponltey Keeping Unlversal.

So it may be =ald that poultry hus.
bpndry 18 the universal agricultural
upecialty, one that flourishes every-
whete, regurdlesg of space, climite
st other Hmiting factors,

There tre many sound reasons for
this genera! popuiarity. Among them
we mention o few of the more lm-
poriant,

Primarily, pouliry keeping Is a
most Intercsting pursult, On the
poultry plant there s o new round
of dutles ecach senson, nlmost every
month. Henee t(here s not the
monotony about the work that is so
often experfenced in other lines, And
al all times one s haondlivg Hyving
things which with thelr useful quali-
tles combine heauty and grace.

Poultry producis are In constant

demand, and those of fine quality
goll at vory satlsfuctory prices.  Pars
ther, they are concentrated and val-
wable, and go may econonmically be
shipped to distant markets if tecos-
Rary.

A poultry plant may be establishod
on n very moderate investment, At
the start the boglnner may, and usus
nlly should, be content to work with
n few fowls which will' require but
Httle land and house room and
smill amount of thme,  As experience
fe gatned and profits warrant, the
oxtent of the operations may be In-
crensed untll one's whole attentlon s
glven to the buslness,

Quick HRoturns on Investment,

Tha returng on the Investment of
time and capital are secured guickly,
und the products arve distributed over
the greater part of the yoar, Insur-
ing o stendy Income, o many agri-
cultural lunes ono & compelled to
walt for n long perlod bofore any ro-
turns begin to come In, and frequent-
Iy the entire erop s marketed at one

time, and there ls ne 1
untll another harvest fn gaihe

The work Is healthiol indg “,T:.:“
tlevdnriy bards  In faot It may be
performed by people of either pag
This does not mean that fhe ]multlr:
man has lttle to do, ot rathe that
his dutles are seldom of o clintaser
which might be termed g lnbar

Properly mannged, u {look of Dt;ul-
try rapldly Increasey (e fertility of
home place or farm, thorby enhinge.
ing thelr value and maling possible
the production of lnvger crope Man
run-down tracts of tillalile lang have
in thisg way been hnproved sod mads
viluabhle,

But thore nro dixntdvoningoeg %
well, and the prospect|v noultrymag
eannot afford to lgnope thewe, The
work, though not hepvs, must be
properly attended to every day, Qp
many poultry farmg the owner myg
work long hours, seven diave (g the
woek, espeeinlly during (he busy s
son, when chieks are Lelng batehsd
and reared.  Many persons chiale gpe
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Increasing Laying Capacities of American Hens

CHAMPION LAYING HENS,

These Juyers made wonderful afficlnl agg records I pablie In ing competitions resently held jn Amerien
The Rhode Island Hed, nt the vight lald 251 egrs during the veur. The White Leghorn, venter, prodiced 242
exEn. The Columbinn Plymouth Rock, 160, made & new roconl of 286 eg
Ly Deon secured Lthrough the use of the trapnest

Theme flgures Wy avcurate, hay-

ny EDWIN MEUARGER,

HE total egg crop produced onch
T vear by the hens of America Is

valued at hundreds of millions
of dollars, and this on an avernge
production of from 70 to 80 eggs per
layer. If this averape could be douy-
bied, It would udd tremendously to
our Natlonul wealth, Many students
of the subject are convivced that the
¥leld per hen can casily be congider-
ably iverensed, possibly doubled, as
foon as our poultry Keepors adopt
Letter methods of feeding and man-
aging thelr flocks and pay closer at-
téntion to brecding.

An output of 80 egga per bird may
¥leld w profit on general farms where
the fowls recelve but geant attentlon
and rustle for most of thelr food. But
on commercial plants, where the cost
of feed, labor, Interest on the invest-
ment and other Items of expense are
considered, a flock of §0-egg hens Is
not profitable,  This fact I8 becom-
Ing generally reallsed and business
poultrymen everywhere are making
a determined effort to “specd up*
thelr layers.

Ege prodoction depends upon two
distinet factors—heredity and envir-
opment,  Untll very recently Amerl-
can poultrymen have emphasized the
latter and pald but geant attention to
the former. That such n course is
shortalghted must be apparent at a
glnnce whek we take into consldera-
tlon many Ilmportant facts which hava
been brought out durlng recent vears.

Careful investigations conducted at
cortaln of our ag@ricultural experi-
ment statlons and the experience of
a small group of progressive poultry
breeders have clearly shown that tha
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tendency toward high production |a
Inherited, and that this charactoristio
may bo fixed and intensifled through
the application of Intelligent methods
of breeding

From the avallable evidence one 18
tufe In reaching ihe following ron-
cluslons: A hen that Inherlts a tend-
enoy townrd low egg production will
hardly make a satistactory record, no
matter how carefully she Is housed,
fod and cared for. A hen that In-
herits o tendency toward high pro-
duction cannot do her bhest work uns
less  properly  handled. Therefore,
muximum production Is to be geenred
only through the use of both factors
In combination

Intelligent brooding must be Laged
upon a knowledge of the perform-
ance snd pedigroe of the individuals
used as breeding stock. This Is as
true In the poultry field as in other
lines of lUvestoek production, In the
poultry yard such knowledge is pes
eured through the wse of the trnpnost
and a complete systom of toe mark-
ing or handling of (the varlous Indl-
viduals so they may be posltively
identifted,  Buch work takes time,
but it bhrings results,

Publle layving competitions, first
Instituted In Ameriea In 1911, have
done much toward Interesting the
publie In the laying capacity of ine
dividoal heng Poultrymen are now
valulng thelr birds beeause of ynusual
laylng ability quite as much as for
perfoction of form and tolor, the
sirictly fancy or exhibition points,

What ls the maximum number of
CEgSE a hen can lay fn 12 months
when all conditlons are favorablet
This Is an open question, but the

number g much lurger than former
Iy belleved possible, A fow vouars age
wo considered the 2000 hen o mar-
vel, but the number of such layers
I# now po large that they excite but
Htile commaent,

The  accompanying  llustration
shows three henas that have made
mast satlsfactory yearly records at
laying competitions In the East, The
Ithode Island Red, bred o Ponnsyl
vanla, luld 251 big, brown eggs. The
Single Comb White Leghorn, an Eng-
lish bird, produced 282 eggs fu 19132
18, This latter figure wis oxcoeded
in 18013-14 by the Columbizn Plym-
outh lNock, the property of a New
Joersey breeder, who set her mark ot
280 e,

But the Northwest has defoated
the world In the production of the
champlon hen. The first 300-¢
bhen of which there is any reco
wos produced at the Oregon Agrie
cultnrnl College Experiment Station,
Her record was 803 eges In hor first
12 months of laying. A year later
there were g few records mentloned
oquulling or exceeding this, by pri
vile brecders, but there are no récs
ords equalling that have been made
at publie fnstitutions or under of-
flelnl supervision of some kind.
rocord of YN0 eggs was made at the
Missouri State Competition last
year,

Thoese notables In the poultry world
possess wany charaoteristies in com:
mon, as abounding strength and
vigor, physleal activity, tremendous
appotite and little tendency towa
broodiness,
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