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Editorial Page of

Timely, Pertinent Comment Upon Men an
Suggestions of Interest to Readers; Hints Along Lines

Home and Farm Magazine Sectiop

d Affairs, Following the Trend of World News;
of Progressive Farm Thought,

TO ADVERTISERS,

Advertisers in this locality who wish to
fully cover all sections of Oregon and Wash.
ington and a portion of Idaho will apply to
locul pnblishers for rates,

Genernl advertisers may addreess C, L, Bur-
ton, Advertising Mapager of OregonsWashing-
ton-ldaho Farmer, Oregonion Building, Port
Tand, Oregon, for rates and information.

TO READERS.

Headers are requested to send letters and
articles for publication to The Editor, Ov-
egon » Washington - Iduho Farmer, Oregoulan
Hullding, Portland, Oregon,

Discussions on questions and  problems
that bear directly on the agricultural, lve-
siock and poultry Interests of the Norihwest,
pnd on the uplift and comfort of the far
home always are weleomed, No letters (reats
ing of religion, polities or the European war
e solleited, for the Oregon-Washington-Idaho
Farmer proclaims nentrmlity on these matters,

Comparatively brief contributions are pres
ferred 1o long ones, Send us also  photo-
graphs of your lHvestock and farim scencs that
you think wonld be of general lnterest, We
wisle to make this magazine of value to you,
Help us to do it

AFTER SIX MONTHS.
FTER six months of the world’s great-
ast war, several factors have been

definitely  determined.  Germany's
murvelons military machine failed in its
march to the gates of Paris because of the
stone thrown in its intricate mechunism by
little Belgium. The damage was fur from
permanent, but the halt was long enough ta
allow the allies to prepare for a firm resist
Hnite,

For the past two months the change in
the battle line of Central Europe has been
comparatively little,  The two mighty
armiee, with a battle front of more than
200 miles, have swayed one way and an-
other, bt little momentous advantage las
hoeny gnined |l}' cither side, The Germans
have failed to break through the allies’ lines;
the allies have been able to do litle more
than to cheek the Teuton onslanght, Russian
and German remain elinehed in the east,

Winter i3 on and an aggressive cnmpaign
has apparently been abandoned by hath
sides  until  Spring, Kitehener is sy
preparing his army of 1,000,000 pen; Joffra
s ealling on France's last reserves: Wilhelm
i preporving to launch wmany more wells
sguipped  battalions; Nicholas s sending
hundredsgof thousands of men to the fron.
tier. When the snow melts and the warvm
winds of Spring dissolve the chill that nov
wraps the bodies of the soldiers in the field,
the titanie confliet will rosume on n more
enormous scile than heretofore,

Will the ability of Germany to equip the
best-trained army in the world | prevail
against the millions of delermined fighting
men of the other great nations!?

THE FARMER'S HARDSHIPS,

N that most excellent book, **An Ol

I Furmer's Letters to 1lis Son,”” the futher,

W. R. Lighton, writes his- boy, who is
AWaY ot the agricultural college, about a ot
of things connected with a farmer's life.
Among many other things, he talks to his
son about what are called the “hardships”
of a farmer’s life. TMere is what he said
Note the fine spivit in which it ix said:

“It has always been the fashion 10 speak
of the life of a farmer as a hard lfe. That’s
a8 you make it. Hardship isn’t a state of
fiets; it's a state of wind, The man who
tikes joy in his work, who finds eantent-
ment in it, makes no complaint about his
hardship. The mau, of all men 've known.
Who suffered most of hardship was a fellow
who had nothing in the world to <o but ta
contrive ways of spending the incowme from

a huge fortune left him by his father. He
souldn't do it. At 30 the effort had made
him worn and world-weary ; before he was
35 he had tasted and tried every sensation
within his veach exeepting death; so in des-
peration he shot himself, His was what 1%
call a life of real harvdships. Distinetly a
state of mind, you'll notice. He had the
abundanee which 1, and others like me, are
so thankful for when we earn it, but he found
it too much for him. A man is master of the
abundapes he really earns, Tt's his. If ha
hasn't mastered it that way, it's likely to
That can’t content him- and
life he-

waster him
when contentment s left out any
comes o hardship.

*“There, 1 think, is the honest philosophy
of it. T might say a lot more about it, but
to pile np words would only befog my point,
You'll understand what 1'm driving at. The
snm of it is that farming is a great life for
a man, beeause, if he is hailt that way, it
lets him read lis title clear to a sapreme
contentment, It's hard work—yes; bnt
there's a great difference hetween hard work
and hardship."

ST. VALENTINE'S DAY.

T. VALENTINE was o Christian martyr
S who wus imprisoned, tortured and be.

headed during the reign of Emperor
Clandius about 270 A, D, Emperor Clandins
had instrueted Avterins, who had a blind
danghter, 1o persunde 8t. Valentine back to
paganism.  St. Valenting is said to have
aured Arterias” blind dapghter and thus von-
verted Arterius to Christianity,

The custom of sending valentines hud its
ovigin in a heathen practico connected with
the warship of the Goddess Juno on the sume
day as the birth of St Valentine,

Many a mun owes his happiness in this
life to the pretty little costom of sending
villentines,

We may be a little old-fashioned, but wa
still persist in believing that the sustom
should be enconraged, Any eustom and
overy enstom that tends to warm the heart
by bringing out tender memories and sweel
vimotions shonld he weleamed.

BOOSTING PROSPERITY.

Ji ST now the awful conflict in Farope
is creating an extraordinary  demamd

for the prodnets of the farm, bnt at the
snme Lime it is closing o market for 1he
products of conntless eity factories und olos-
ing the door of appol tunity to thonsands of
honest working men, These idle men cannot
buy food —the produet of the farm — as
busy men can, They must have work now
if they are to continue as good customers
ol the farm.

We are in the linbit of saving thut tha
peaple jo the towns and eities wonld stirva
to death if it were not for the peaple on the
farms —and it is true, Weo are o the habit
of saying that the people on the farms could
live if they wer entirely eut off from all
¢ities and towns — and that is trus,

But the merchants and manufacturers and
office men in the eities and towns on the one
hand and the farmers on the other are pirt-
ners in the gigantie cuterprise of modern
eivilization, Any injury to one pariner hurts
both, Short erops on the farm canse hard
times in the eities und towns. Poor husiness
in the eities and towns reduces the prices
for the produets on the farm,

H every person living on the farm in this
country would spend an extrs $10 with the
werchauts aud wenufocturers in the eities

and towns during the nest thipy days, it
would put thousands of idle ney 1y work
and bring joy to thousands of homes,

You are planning to spend some of Yous
extra profits from your grain and livestoek,
You are going 1o buy new elothes p build
an addition to your house, or huy pow gy
or build a new barn or a new fenve op buy
new machinery, You will Keep the money
woving and it will soon come haok ta o
in better prices for farm prodipcts

SEED CATALOGUES.

N EXt to the old family almanae, seed
citnlogues are associntisl iy memory
with the most imporiant events oh the

farm in our hoyhood days, hut look at the

difference. In that day a secd catalogge
wes a very ordinary - looking  pumphlst,

There were no attempts to make it attractive

with colored plates and other  embellighe

wents of the printer's art,

Now the average seed cntalogue iy
thing of beauty and a joy lorever,” Itk
attractive in appearance and its contenty
convey to the purveyor much information
that s helpful and inspiring. Avyihing that
sneournges gardening is a blessing. The seed
catulogue not ouly lauds old-time Tavorites,
but it brings before ns o large list of novels
ties and new varieties for the field, orchard
and garden, 1t is a very dull aud stopid
person that refuses to gel enthusinstie over
an attractive seed eatalogue,

THE APPLE CROP.
HE apple evop of 1914 is probalily the
Inrgest ever produced in the United
States, being estimated ot 259,000,000
hnghels, as compared with 145000000 in
1913 about 245,000,000 bushels i 1912,
214,000,000 in 1911 142,000,000 in 1910, and
146,000,000 in 1909, as reported by the
CENNIN. o
These figures represent the total “age
cultural” crop and should not be confused
with figures vepresenting estimates of the
commercial erop, which comprises only the
marketed portion of the total production, Tn
1913 the commereinl erop was extimated at
10 per cont of the total agrienltural prodoe
tion, The consus report of ll!i'lﬂﬂrm
bushels in 1909 js the basis of yearly estie
mates of total production, heing used in eote
nection with ervop reporters’ ostimates of
pereentage of u fall erop produced each year.

Does the world grow better as it ages!
The story of Demetrins, of ancient Athens,
suggests a negative reply. He was bosieging
Rhodes, which possessed the great paintings
of & master artist, The eitizens told Lim that
his military operations against the distriet
where the paiutings were endangered them.
Demetrius declared that he had as lief de
stroy the portrait of his father as injure the
pieture by Protogenes, and at once shifted
his assanlt to another quarter. Faney mod:
ern masters of the art of war being so coB
siderate and self-denying! /

A defoated eandidate for Congress i
Massachusetts reports that he ‘‘received
nothing, promised nothing, expended noth
ing and got nothing,'’ Oh, yes, he got “the
hool, "

California poliee have taken pictures of
the footprint of an escaped burglar. At any
rate they are on his tracks.

Rumors of more trouble among the yek
low men, Wonder who is Cochin Chinal




