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Feeding Sheep on Wasted Fodder

T would bo greatly Interesting to

know, could It be known, how
much mutton could be produced from
fodders that now are wasted because
they are not ulillzed. In this dis-
pugsion those fodders only will be
consldered that grow up in the un-
fenced flelds of the Northwestorn
states.

Two obstacles are in the way. One
fs that the lnnds as a rule are not
fenced, and the other fa that the
graln shocks are oftentimes left in
the flelds for weeks after the grain
{4 cut, and because of the presence
of the shocks, sheep cunnot have ac-
cess to the fleld.

Thix means that the weeds and
pther vegelntion nlong with the num-
erous graln heads lost In harvesting
ure not utitfzed. In other words,
the food that would malntaln not
fower than say, 10,000,000 for two
months in that state is virtually loat,
In Soulh Dakota the same would be
nt least mecsurably true. In Mon-
tana the loss would not be so much,
for lkn reagson that the area devoted
to thé growlng of graln Is much loss,
but the loss In Monlana I8 materinl.

Loss in Washington,

But in no place Is this loas greater
relatively than in the Big Bend coun-
try In Washington, There the Rus-
glun  thistles grow to perfection.
There it Is that they take complete
pousesslon of the land where they
are not combated, to the virtual ex-
clusion of all kinds of crops., Of
cotirse, sheep In common with other
kinds of stock, will not toueh Rus-
slan thistles after the prickles have
boen really formed on the plants, but
at an earlier period sheep will feed
upon them and to the extont of
keeping them in cheeck, so that thelr
prestnce will do but lttle harm.

Summer Fornge,

This mieans that the tumbling
mustard, Russinn thistles and Win-
ter rye and Winter whoat pastures
would carry sheep throngh the sea-
gon from March 1st 1o the early
Aulumn months,

Now If Winter rye were sown say,
in May, snd If Squaw corn were
grown, would not these two oarry
the sheep through the Autumn
monthe and prepare those for the
market that were to be wold? Thero

would still be one problem to golve.
How wonld the brecding flocks he
maintalned durlng the two or three
months of Winter when snow la on
the ground? Wil not the growth
of wheat hay answer thig question
at the present time? In the near
future it will probubly be answered
by the growth of sweoet clover or
alfalla hay,
In Big Bend,

These references  bring uwp  the
auestion, will It pay to grow sheep
on those lHies [n the Blg Dend coun-
try? That can only be worked out
by actual test Suppose a seotlon
of land wera onclosed with fence,
Suppose It was stopked with shoep,
suppose It was divided in say, three
parts, One  part would provide
Bpring and early Summer pasture,
n second part would provide finish- -
Ing pasture, and a third part Win-
ter food.

Would sueh an arrabhgement payd
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land shonld support at loast an owe

and her lamb for a year, Thig would — — —  — —

mean that 640 peres would malntain
G40 ewes and 540 lambs, The wool
from the ewes should pay the wngo
bill,

Profit Estimates,

This would leave the lambg for
profit, Bix hundred and forty lnmbes
would mean at $4.50 each a roturn
of 32880, or n rental of $4.50 per
acre. Suppose (hls were cut in two,
it would represent u rental of $2.50
per acre which would be 6 per cent
on Innd valued at a lttle more than
$40 per acro. From these returns,
however, there would have to be de-
ducted the cost of fencing the land.
But not more than one-tenth of the
cost shonld be charged agalnst each
vear's expenditure, as a fence will
bullt In such an area should last for
not less than 10 years,

It these estimates are correct, why
would it not bo a wiso thing In the
Big Bend country to grow sheep?
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Can wheat be made to pay better?
The sheop would call for less labor.

Thoey would enrlch the land, and thay
wonld provent the abominable weeds
from golug to seed, They would
also stop soll drifting Why would
not such a system of farming be bet-
tor than the growlng of wheat?

Learning Dairying From Holland

vnean learn much from the dalry
W methods used In Hollnnd, That
Hitle country fs often eallod
tho cowa' paradize and it deserves tho

paaue, There Is lttlo grain farming ,

or mixed hushandry there and nl-
most no stock oxcept dalry eattle,
Dafrying la the principal oceupation,

The land Is worth from 3600 to
$1000 an acre, yot the Hollanders
pay rents and Interest on the Invest-
ment by producing butter and
cheese, which they place Iin the
Buropean markels o succesalol
competition with that produced In
Amerfes on land of searcely compar-
able value.

The secrot Is:  EfNlclont cows, ox-
oellent eare, co-oporation and super-
for quality of butter and cheese,

On u 60-gere furm In Holland the
Uvestock wusually conslsts of about
22 cows, 9 helfers, 40 sheep, 16 pigs
and on® or two horses. About 24
acres i meadow and the rest pasture,
an dalrying s on a strictly graes
basis. Few flelds are larger than
five ncres, and the cows are [re-
quently chunged from one pasture to
another, so the grass may be re-
newed,

Cow Selection,

Only a fow choles bulls are Kept
for sires and the groatast care Is ox.
erclsed in selecting femaloa. The
cows are selected by w three-fold
method: Pirat, in the sire; second, In
the young calf, judged largely by the
milking qualities of the mother; and,
lastly, the greatest of all tests in ap-
plied, pertormunce at pall, Not ull
the cow anawerd this satlsfactorily
Ia she aecorded a permanent place In
the dalry.

Alr, Kuperns, n leading Friesiand
dalryman, has an exceptionnlly fine
herd of red and white Holsteln-Frie-
slans and keops a careful record of
each cow by testing the milk every
two weeks. The average yield of 30
of his best cows for one year wis
11,276 pounds of wmilk and 304
pounds of butter fut. The average
lactation perlod was 306 days and
no cow was milked more than one
year, In Frieslund there are 3200
cow testing assoclations of 12 mem-
bers each.

The Winter graln ration consists
almost entirely of oll cake, fed only

to the heavy milkers In quantities of
from two to four pounds a day., The
principal feed, however, Is hay, each
cow recelving 30 pounds dally. It
tnkes the groat capncity of these
cows Lo handle such n large quan-
tity of roughage.
Clean Stabloes,

A cow stable In America 18 usu.
ally an untidy, uninviting and in
many cases absolutely fllthy place
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Whether you contemplate build-
ing a mansion or a cotlage—a
barn or a garage, Ideal Ready Cut
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where, to the disgrace of civilization,
human food ls produced, In Hol-
land a cow wrtable 4 as clean and
carefully cared for as any room In
the house.

In the Province of Friesland most
of the butter and cheese |s made In
factories, practically all of which are
co-operative, When the commercinl
starter Is used In ripening the cream,
Immenso numbers of bacteria, capuble
of producing an agresable flavor,
are Introduced; the growth of the
undesirable s checked and many of
the unpleasant flavors alveady pro-
duced nre covered up, so to speak,
elther wholly or In part,

The cost of these commercial pro-
ducts ls so small, and the method of

Ak for
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using them s so simple in comparison
with the benofits to be derived, that -

thelr more goneral uge Is to be recom.
mended. The Inltial cost of a starter
is about 50 cents, and by careful
handling, it can be propagated for
un indefluite period

Pure culture startera are put up by
the manufacturers in two forms;
powder and lguid. They oun be
procured through any drug store or

LF there is any particular commodity in which you

are igterested, and you do not find it advertised in

these columns, let us help you. Write advertising
manager, Oregon-Washington-Idabo Farmer, Ore-
gonian building, Portland, Or.
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