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Important Hog Breeding Hints

BY JOHN UNDERWOOD,
In Minols Hog Rulver.

the pork barrel and the quicker

the growth to market maturity
the greater the profit for the owner,
There are two essential factors to be
consldered by every farmer who ralses
hogs, Flrst, the breeding of a type
that has the power of applying food
to the layving on of musele and fat
and will provide a maximum amonnt
of cholce meat at a minimum cost,
Becond, the feeding or the proper
kinds and amounts of food to obinin
the desited results. 1t may be sald
that one of these factors Is as cssen-
tlal as the other.

There are I hogdom several rec-
ognized breeds but ull may bo satis-
factorily placed In one or the other
of the two great classes, the bacon
hog and the lard hog. Kach has a
distinet purpose to perform which
has been bronght sbout by broeding
and artificial conditions together
with the natural cause, the different
kinds of food found In different paris
of the country, but in the corn belt
the prevalling type is the large eurly
maturing lard hog. These hogs ma-
ture at from 600 to 700 pounds and
with proper care welgh 250 pounds at
onths and about 300 pounds
at nine months of nge. By some this
type is designated the medium type
and by others as the large, smooth
type, “which means practieally tho
same. The pure bred breedor cators
to the farmer, the farmor depends
upon the packer and the packer pays
the best average prices for young
hogs finlshed In prime condition
welghing 250 to 300 pounds,

Qunlhty I Demnnded,

The packer demands quality, the
farmer seeks prolificacy and size com-
bined with easy feeding qualitiox and
by studying the characteristies of all
the lard hog breeds it will be found
that the pure brod breeder Is supply-
fog these demands, Great care should
be taken in selecting the foundation
for the breeding stock.

Whatever breed a man sclect ft
should In all cases be bred pure, It
ia indeed a poor practlee to cross
this year with one breed, next year
with another and the next with some-
thing else, Is It not a fact that a
nice bunch of black plgs as even as

ible In alze present & more pleas-

ng pleture than an equal number of
ring streaked and speckled onoes.
Some say that a erods bred anlmal Is
& better feedor than o pure bred,
This is surely a mistake. 1 bellove
those who cross thelr hoge are lntelll-
gent men and think eross breeding Is
the proper thing to do simply because
they bave never tried any other meth-
od., After a number of yoars of ox-
perience with pure bred hogs I cor-
tainly would not go back to the eross
reds If I were only ralsing them (o

supply meat for family use, Many
farmers seom to think that breeders
are getting pure bred hogs bred down
too fine with bone too small and too
short bodied. True, some breeders
lay more stress on sige of ear and
length of snout and the ourl of the
tall than they do on bone length and
guallty, but not all. Those minor
poluts are all right If quality is not
sacrificed for them. There is a good
deal of difference of opinion among
breeders theomselves as to what an
fdeal hog 1s. Any man can very near-
1y get the exact type of hog he pre-
fers without mixing up the various

breeds.
Cross Breeding.

Another argument some use for
crossing Is that they think pure bred
sows do not farrow enough plgs.
Now which iy it that counts for most,
the number of pigs that a sow far-
rows or the numbeor she ls capable of
ralsing well? In my actual personal
experience I bave gotten larger litters
and ralsed a much larger per cent of
plgs farrowed from pure bred sows
than I ever did from grades, I have
bad pure bred farrows that welghed
280 pounds ut seven months old and
out of ltiers where the sows raised
10 to 12 pigs each, 1 can think of
no reason why every flarmer who

alses hogs should not keep pure
reds. Pick the breed you like best
pud when you .fot & sow that ralses
Eood. uniform Htters, by all means
eep her. Glve her extra care, for
one such sow s worth two or three
o8, [ belleve one reason a good

¥ furmers mix thelr hogs is be-
tause they have somethiog that is not
doing right and cross them to try to
overcome the evil, Bometmes one
outeross will lmprove the herd but if
they had looked around s Httle it ls
more than probable they could have
‘found something of the same bread
that would have corrected the evil

THI-J ultimate end of hog raising Is -

Just as well and still left the herd
ure.
Using One Type,

There are enough differcnt types
In any one of the breeds Lo correct
almost any fault that comes up It
proper care I8 used In mating without
any outside crowsing.

It a man ralses two litters of pigs
a year one ltter should come about
the middle of March and the other
not later than October 10, I have
had men tell me that they could not
rilge two lifters o year at a profit;
the Fall plgs, they sald, belng too ex-
penglve and troubleésome, In my ox-
perlence of several yeara In ralsing
two litters annually, 1 have alwayvs
been able to bring the Fall ltters
through in fine shape at a handeome
profit. The sow |s able to ralse two
ltters a year and [ can find no reason
why this practice should not be gen-
erally adopted. Let me make one
more suggestion. Many of us are in
too much of a hurry, as a rule, to
breed our sows, A sow should not
be bred untll near the middle of the
period, which usnally lasts three days
although I have Known them to be
In barely 24 hours. A sow that =
bred very early or very late in the
perfod is npt to bring few pige. It
will pay to bear this in mind,

Using Turnips as
a Feed for Sheep

HBY DAVID EVANS
URNIPS of many varleties play an
Important part In the sheep hus-
bandry of New Zealand, and where
climatie conditiong are so pre-eml-
nently sulted to the growth of root
crops of all kinds it can be expected
that very heavy yields per acre ure
the result,

Root crops are the. "stand-by" or
“insurance” of the New Zealand sheep
farmer and naturally add greatly to
the carrying capacity of his lnnds. In
fact he is not looked upon as up-to-
date unless he prepares thig root
orop for his sheep and cattle.

While the Isle of Angolsea In North
Wales ia considered to be the best
root-growing country in Britain, It =
doubtful If they can show the welght

r acre that ls sometimes grown in

ow Zealand, 1t Is true that much of
the turnips grown in New Zeanland 1s
grown upon virgln soll and on this
newly broken land roots are gener-
ally the first erop tuken off and Lhelr
methods of growing them are crude.

When the land—not by any means
always level—Iy cleared of stumps,
plowed and harrowed, the turnips are
merely drilled in like any grain crop
and Nature does the rest. This Is as
I have sald on new country, At the
same time in the older farming dls-
tricts of the Bouth Island, especlally
where the land has been under culti-
vation for a long time, different
methods are used agamehln those
used in Kogland, where the land is
earefully oultivated and fertilized
and gometimes ridged,

Sooner or later In the Fall, It de-
pends on the season, sheep by the
thousands are fenced in on these tur-
nips with temporary fences that are
moved from time to time as the roots
are eaten off,

As a rule turnips are augmented
with hay placed in racks at different

Senators, Congressmen and
others in the prominent walks

of life .chew tobaccos

them it is not
economy but of

With

a question of
pleasurex

The great American custom —
tobacco chewing —has its de-
votees among men of all clas-
ses—and the national chew is

good old dependable

STAR

A little nibble

CHEWING
TOBACCO

now and then

Js welcomed by the best of men.

parts of the fleld—or paddocks as
they aro called. Of course, it Is only
young sheep and sheep that are belng
fattened that are fed on turnips. It
goes without saying that sheep do
get vory fat on roots and bay with-
out the addition of any other feed,

It I8 true the New Zealand sheep
farmer has a great advantage In
climato ns he never has to worry
about his root crop freezing. ‘This
system of hurdilng or fencing sheop
on turnips could not be adopted hers
excopt lu those sections where it does
not freege, such as the Willamette
Valley In Oregon or in gections of the
South,

One drawback to feeding lambs on
turnips In this manner Is that it in-
ures thelr teeth and this contingency

as to be watched for very closely,
Especially does it affect the teelh
where hard varleties of turnlps are
fed. Usually when the teeth become

loose the farmer puts the sheep on
barley or Winter oats, He then se-
locts & band of older sheep to fead off
the tarnips. '

Smiling Skies,
Bmiling skiles are o'er us, dear,
Borrow i anleep;
Life and love are with us here,
Yeu the akies onh weep,

I am gazing In your oyes—
Byes of tender blue—

My honrt's joy within them Lles,
Can they be untrue?

Like & mirrvor is the sen,
Her deep, vibrant Lone

Bringe fresh strength and hopeo,lo me,
Yot the sen can moan.

After crushing mrief that sears—
Loneliness and paln—

After floods of bitter tears—
Skios may samile again,
—Helle Willey Gue, In L. A Times.
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