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THE CO0S BAY KNOCKER. '

OU FIND a grouchy character in every kind of town,

ﬁ who never gives his city praise, but always knocks it

down. He says the streets are crooked and the coun-

cilmen are worse, and prospects are as pleasant as the plum-

age of » hearse; that Central Avenue street will be presently a

pasturage of cows, for everything is drifting to perdcition
and bow-wows. '

The people are immoral and the preachers are inane, the
children underwitted and the parents are insane; the houses
all *re tumbling down and rents are going up, there are bats
in every belfry and some fleas on every pup; our public
school’s the biggest joke a body ever saw; the mayor Is a
grafter and he won't enforce the law.

The knocker's face is gloomy and would stop a Chinese
olock. His fevorite diversion is to sit around ano Knock. You
ask him what is keeping him and why he needs to stay, and
why he doesn’t pack his trunk and gladly go away; a man
of his ability should never waste his prime by hanging "round
» burg like this—it’s really a crime.

But Mr. Marshfield Knocker has no desire to leave—it's|
ust the creature’s nature to deplore, and rap, and grieve.
Le lacks the optimistic mind and energy and pluck; he has
a drooping spirit—he’s the image of bad luck. He’ll gr'ce
some day the health resort that's run by Landlord Nick, and
there for dismal centuries he'll stand around and km‘ﬁN

IS THERE A SANTA CLAUS?

. One of the gems of present day journalism is the
reply of the New York Sun to the letter of a little girl,
Virginia 0'Hanlon, who, not doubting the editor’s infall-
ibility, demanded the truth about Santa Claus. Here is
the editor’s answer: '

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
«certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and
wyou know that they abound and give to your life its
.Kiahest beauty and joy. Alas, how dreary would be the
world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance, to make

__tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment
exceﬁt in sense and sight. The eternal light with which
childhood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not
believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to catch
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Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus
coming down what would that prove? nobody sees

Santa Claus. but that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's
no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive
or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unsee-
able in the world. '

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see what
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the
unseen world which not the strongest man nor even the
Unihig::ts!rength of all the strongest men that ever lived
can lift.

Y GUIDE

0 RESPECT my country, my profession and myself. To

be honest and fair with my fellow-men, as | expect
. them to be honest and square with me. To be a loyal
citizen of the United States of América.. To speak of it with
praise, and act always as a trustworthy custodian of its
good name. To be a man whose name carries weight wher-
ever it goes. '

To base my expectations of reward on a solid foundation of
service rendered. To be willing to pay the price of success in
honest effort. To look upon my work as an opportunity to
be seized with joy and made the most of, and not as painful
drudgery to be reluctantly endured.

To remember that success lies within myself—my own
brain, my own ambition, my own courage and determination.
lo expect difficulties and force my way through them. To
turn hard experience into capital for future use, '

To believe in my proposition, heart and soul. To carry

an air of optimism in the presence of those | meet. To dis-
pel ill temper with cheerfulness, kill doubts with a strong
conviction, and reduce active friction with an agreeable per-
sonality.
_To make a study of my business. To know my profession
in every detail. To mix brains with my efforts, and use sys-
tem and method in my work, To find time to do every need-
ful thing by never letting time find me doing nothing. To
hoard days as a miser hoards dollars,. To make every hour
b;ilnq me dividends, increased knowledge, or healthful recre-
ation,

To keep my future unmortgaged by debts. Yo save as
well as earn. To cut out expensive amusements until | ean
afford them. To steer clear of dissipation, and guard my
health of body and peace of mind as a precious stock in trade.

Finally, to take a good grip on the joys of life. To play
the game like a man. To fight against nothing so hard as my
own weaknesses, and endeavor to grow in strength, a gentle-
man, a Christian.

' So | may be courteous to men, faithful to friends, true to
God, a fragrance in the path | tread, - _
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A Seasonable and S

What gift could be more appreciated or more appreciated than an Automobile?

This is something that would be shared by the
day in the year a day of joy. Give a car to vyour

entire family and make every
wife or daughter and you’ll

make it the happiest Christinas of her life and a happy Christmas for the whole

family.

YOU CAN'T MAKE A MISTAKE IN THE LINE OF CARS WE OFFER.

A FORD

A DODGE

An Eight, Cylinder Cadillac

Each one supreme in its field. The assuranc
these cars will make Christmas a day of real joy.

e that they will have one of

If orders are placed immediately we can deliver

A FORD for Christmas

The other cars will not arrive until later, but

the knowledge that you have

ordered one will make it a Merry Christmas. for the entire family.
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AT YOUR GROCER'S

FORTLAND FLOURING MILLS CO. PORTLAND, QRBGOR

H. W. Painter

DISTRIBUTOR FOR SOUTHWESTERN ORESN|
Corner Central Avenue and Front Street, Marshfield &

Coos Bay Farmers

Exchange

J. M. CULLEY, Manager,

NOW OPEN AND READY FOR BUSINESS.

We carry a complete line of STAPLE AND FAM!
GROCERIES, PRODUCE, FEED, HAY AND Gf

Make delivery to any part of Marshfield.
All we ask is a trial order to convince you that we &
here to treat you right,

Come in and see us or phone your orders to Phone 31
Waterfront, foot of Central avenue,

—young poople,

open a Saviags Account In thix safe, conserviive b‘

regularly ten per cent of your carming —and with !”ﬂ _

interest we pay you'll bo surprised how quickly you ® 1
late n working fund, gL

g Savings Account is tho gresl spur to wmbition. Try it =
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Se’ety Deposit Boxes For Rent.

" FLINRCAN & BENNETT BN

OLDEST BANK IN CO0S COUNTY

Established 1880,

Capital, Surplus and Undivided
Profits $115,000

Toterest Paid on Tioe Deposits

L

J. W, Bennott, President.
J. l.l. Flanagan, \'h'ﬂ-!'mhlol*nr. e

R. F. Willinms, Cashier.
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