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(Continued from page 1.)

pose of delaying or thwarting tho ob-

jects for which tho Port Commission
Was organized. However, he said
that those favoring amending the
port law had advanced the claim
thai; the Port Commission had never
announced a definite policy and had
changed their attitude on Important
propositions, especially as to whether
a dredge should he hired or built.
Ho said ho personally understood
that at first the Commission was un-

able to find a dredge that could be
hired and were forced to figure on
building their own, but that recently
they had found that one could be
hired. However, ho wanted to hear
members of tho Port Commission
discuss this.

W. P. Evans, president of tho Port
Commission, spoke next. Ho said
that personally It did not matter to
him whether the people here spent
?10 or $10,000,000, only that when
he was named as one of the men to
do things for the port, it was hard
to find one's hands tied' and then
later be criticised because they were
not doing anything. Ho said that
the policy and plans of the Commis-
sion had been set forth In the annual
message or report of the Commission
and reviewed some of it. So far as
the dredge was concerned, he said at
first they could not find any one to
take the contract and then began
figuring on building a dredge and
were about to go ahead wlii'n the

that tied their hands was
started. He said tho question for
Coos Bay to decide was whether it
was going to bo an important sea-
port or merely be a Jlttle harbor. If
it is going to bo a seaport, ho said
it would take money to do it. To
raise the money, he tsald it was nec-
essary to bond and the amount was
to be determined by the improvement
to bo made, either $100,000, $200,-00- 0

or $250,000. Hero he was in-

terrupted by someone calling out
that $500,000 was tho right amount.
Furthermore, ho said that if Coos Bay meeting"

can't find five men who can bo

trusted with the work, then Coos Bay
had better quit At any
rate, ho said he didn't want to seo it

by doing tho work in
small jobs He said he

the was here to
go ahead on tho right basis, but it
was to show it
more than others.

Dr. said the only
was as to the extent of tho harbor
that was going to bo made here, tho
money being sec

and that It would take care
of itself when the people agreed on
the extent of tho work they wanted
to do. to the he
said Capt. of the United
States office had
him to have It dono for tho
by contract unless they had a very
largo amount of work. He said that
the reason of this was that in

a a certain amount of ex.
was and this was
costly.

Henry spoke briefly
tho dredge matter and

said that at first they could not se-

cure anyone to do
at a rate and then they
had on their own

the Dredg
ing had offered to do the
work for twelve cents or less per yard
If given a worth of work or
so. Ho said this would cut a fine

from the bar to tho Smith
mill and that it would be quite a sav-

ing when s that the
paid 17 cents per yard

for Its here and that the
would take tho bonds at par

In for tho work.

J. W. Dennett Talks.
J. W. was next called for

and said that he wanted to be
that he was In favor of

on Coos Bay. He said he
had always favored a fine
harbor here and always would. He
said that some of the things he did

in the of his
clients he did not want to be
up against him and cou
ntered to bo his own views. How
ever, in regard to the

he said he didn't think it was
right for tho 120 people
to try and dictate to the 2,000 voters
in the port He said he had
been one of the first three harbor

named at a "mass
by Dr.
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Tower and Eugene O'Conuell years
ago and ot which a glowing account
was given in the papers. He said
that anybody on Coos Day who has a
grain ot sense will help make a har-
bor here. However, he said that if
the Commissioners here had fol-

lowed tho policy of the Port of Pott-lan- d,

they would not have encoun-
tered, probably, the difficulties the
had. Furthermore, he said that the
petition for the amendment was not
a delay in tho harbor work, regard
less of who said that it was, because j

the courts would not decide the other
cases meanwhile. Besides this, lie
said the action of the mass meeting
would not affect the proposed amend-
ment because it would be submitted
at the November election that it al-

ready had more than sufficient sign-

ers for this purpose. Then ho said
tho people can decide about it. He
said the amendment did not limit the
expenditure to $50,000, but merely
required tho commission to submit
their project to the people and let
them decide. If the project required
$100,000, $200,000 or a larger
amount and was right, he said the
people would vote it. He said he
considered the meeting premature
too long before the election to decide
the matter. Ho said it didn't mean
that he didn't trust the Commission
ers, because he did they were all
friends of his but that the future
might bring Commissioners who were
not as good. Here ho told a Sioiy
reflecting on some early history of
one of the present Commissioners.
Next ho took up the litigation and
denied that he had in any way de-

layed the suit. He said that the
County Clerk had delayed the pre-

paring of the transcript and that as
soon as this was secured, the appeal
had been mnde, five days before the
legal time. He said it couldn't gei.
on the docket until September and
the date of final decision was Indefi-

nite.
Relative to tho later suit, he said

the Commissioners had s arted It b
agreement and filed all the papers the
same day, involving a half acie be-

longing to Pat Hennessey. He said
that the hundreds of others of tide
land owners who had much more at
stake had not been given a chance
and that he had ln.ervened in behalf
of Jane Chadwick. He said this case
could not be decided before Novem-
ber.

Then he again took up the initia-
tive matter and took a rap at the
newspaper reports concerning some
things, saying that they were not
always accurate. He said he had
personally started it because he
thought tho present law gives too
much power to the Commission and
that his amendment would bring this
power home to the people.

Improving Inlets.
He also questioned the policy of

the Port Commission concerning the
lmproement of the Inlets. He said
It wasn't right to take the general
tax money of the port for improving
some, particular inlet. Ho said the
Improving of each inlet should be
done b the abutting property owners
at their own expense. He did not
touch upon what benefit the farmers
and ranchers on the inlets would

from the general port tax they
pay If none of it is to be used on the
inlets.

Ho a'.so criticised the Port Com-

mission for transacting their business
In secret sessions.

In closing he said again that the
initiative petition would not delay the
harbor work because they could ex-

pend up to $50,000 meanwhile, and
that if tho amendment carried, a
proper request for bonds would be

oted by the people. Ho said tho
future would thank the men responsi
ble for such a debt restriction. Fur-
thermore, he said that even tho con
stitution of the United Sta'es had
boon amended and consequently ho
could see no harm In amending the
charter of tho Port of Qpos Day. He
urged eery one to forget their per-

sonal feeling and work together for
tho advancement of Coos Day.

Knps Dennett.
C. F. MeKnight spoko in favor of

tho Chandler resolution and said that
ho could not agree with 'Mr. Dennett
regarding the delays. He said that
It was plain that the proposed 'Ben-
nett amendment was unnecessary,
would delay projects and was expen-
sive. Ho said that the Initiative and
referendum and recall now furnished
tho ends sought by the amendments
without entailing tho delays of tho
latter. He said that overytime n spe-

cial election for a bond lssuo was
(idled it was necessary to give ninety
days notice and thou tho district
would bo at tho expenso of tho elec-

tion. He said he was glad to see J.
V. Bennett shouldering tho matter

himself this timo instead of putting
it on to Mr. Smith or somebody else,
Regarding the Hennessey suit, ho said
Mr. Bennett had misstated tho facts.
Ho Bald that ho and Mr. Peck had
personally requested Mr. Dennett and
all owners of tldo lands to como Into
the. suit, tho only string or condition
attached being that they would agree
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slble. regarding the
charge of undue haste, ho said the
suit had been under consideration for
months before it was filed. In clos-
ing, he said it was wrong to tie the
hands of the and sus-pe- c:

them of wrong before they had
commit.ted it, especially wheu there
was a remedy at hand.

Millis (Jives
G. J. MIllls spoke briefly and said

that he and the corporations he repre-
sented were opposed to the Dennett
amendment. Ho said he regarded
the as a commission
and not a bunch of clerks, and that
eousequon.ly they must have certain
powers. He said they should bo sup
ported until they do wrong.

he thought It was not right to
limit them to such a small amount ns
to bo almost uselses, He called

to tho fact that his corpora-
tions had been among tho fow to pay
the port tax this year without protest
because they wanted tho harbor de-
veloped,

Then tho resolution was put and
carried and the meeting adjourned.
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