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LET US TALK IT OVER

ANOTHER ecolumn of this even Ing's paper, TH&imes prints a com-
rlrl.'lnnluf the city councll in
The article ‘was written by one

N

l munication in reference to the recent

granting the telephone franchia e.
of the most successful, prominent and practical business men of the city
»f Marshfield, While The Times cannot hgree wWith him in all of his
sonclusions the subject is one of siich grave public concern that it can-
not receive too much publicity or discussion, The most important feat-
are developed is the far reaching power invested im the city council in
its authority to initiate a new ordinance and enact it into a fixed muni-
cipal law In one evening without prior notice, publicity or discussion.
The only protection the people have from the abuse of this power is
the Initiative which is dilatory and difficult in affairs of this kind. If
the council can do this, and The Times understands they were acting
well within their rights and privileges, with a telephone franchise, there
§s nothing to prevent a similar action with a street rallway franchise
or any corporation request that may be presented for their considera-
fion.

The Times must confess that it eannot see any reason for haste in
granting the telephone franchise or for that matter in granting it at all
at this time, The old company’s lr:nwhls.é had several yvears to run and
it should have been sufficient withont the council rushing to the rescue
with a franchise on a silver platter.

Every business man in Marshfield knows t:hnl Marshfield {s entitled to
an improved telephone service. It was the basis on which Messrs, Durett
and Douglas asked for a franchise for a new company. They apparently
Jound it more convenient to make [ erms with the powers that be, pur-
whase the old company and get thelr franchige., It would appeal to the

average business man that the ¢lty council would conserve the ecity's
righis by withholding this new fra nchise until the new company had
shown by its work iis earnest to improve the present service,

Another feature of the telepnone franchise grant that is a trifle confus-
ing Is the action of the council in going into star chamber secret ses-
afon to discuss and agree upon @ qu estion _nfl linpgrmnt public concern.
“Fhe Times believes that this, not on Iy bad policy but inimical to the best

interests of the eity. The thought o { the men chosen to guard the city's

interests going  into secret conferen ce with parties seeking favors and

franchises and barring out tax-payers is not a pleasant one. The Times
mas confidence in the integrity of the individinals constituting the present
gouneil and it Is for that reason it sees na :ncnoasit,\‘ for star chamber
aessions. It Is simply establishing a bad precedent.

What Is needed here, s more personal interest, individual concern, in
wiublic matters, especlally with regard to franchiges of all sorts and
#he pouncil should encourage thls Interest, Thetk is no use saying “it is

aone of our business'; it 1s altogether our business, It is publiec prop-
@rty that is being handled and publie Interest being served, and we are
the Public. There are excellent people in :-hl‘:irgn of these things, but
the best of them grow careless, at tlﬁwa. ﬁigh. and low; those who or-

dain things and thoge who do them as they are ordalned, or as nearly

. as they can or will; and every time the pr'h'nto ritzen butts in to have

.
something amended he does a distinet favor and sepwvice to his fellow-tax-

payer. It is not always pleasant, of course, but it is timely, essential,
public-spirited, and it pays.

And this brings us to the consideration of the fact that the present
mmethod of transacting munficipal affairs is anything but satisfactory.
™Marshfield is not alone in the realization of this trutd, City, after city,
all over the United States, Is abandoning the old and cumbersome coun-
cilmanie system of government that for yvears has, in nearly every in-
.atance, demonsirated its aptitnde for graft and ineficlency, and is taking
on the newer, safer, more direet, and centralized, scheme of depart-
mental commissions, whereby each element of municipal administration
sis given Into the hands of a small group of men, especially equipped for
4he correct, adequate and economic handling of that separate interest,
alectod, pald, bonded, and held aceountable, first and last, for the honest
dispensing of the public trust confided to them. - =

The eurse of the old vogue is the almost universal *absencé of all pay
and emolument; the rule that thrusts honor$ upon a man without any-
¢ihing whatever to support them and make them {o?@mmg more than
énenp and fictitlous dignities. To (this we owe she. thveadbare respect

the

And, In many a case, their faces are saved by

pow attaching to the munieipal official quality, at least so far as
councils are concerned,

Ahe cournge, skill, and honesty of some well pald offigey, who Intervenes
]

sat the propitious moment of doub t, hazard or \\'nr# crisis,
Bortland Is looking to the change and studying it earefully with a

wiew 1o putting it in practical use, and hushanding the wealth and at-

tribuies of the clty, instend of frittering them away through reckless

and shameful channels of divided anthority, persongl tneptitude,
ey
indifference, and deliberate theft,

mul-
tiple functions, stupldity, Ineficiency,
ecssentinls of the municipal administrative code,

Marshield

the latier-day
Of course,

about. buk, nll the same, it will

hag none of these disngroeable things to worry

niy her (1o save her acknowledged Im-

munity), to take up the issae and never lay it down until she has put
ner civie vesponsibilitles in honds. non-political hands, that will spectal-
ise, minimize, couserve, ndumlulster, and restore them to her, expanded.
fmproved, with publie costs invariably reduced Look It up, Gentle-

smen of the Blectorate!
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CITY NEEDS
NEW CHARTER

Citizen Urges Change In Muni-
cipal Affairs — Criticises

Granting of Franchise.

Marshfield, Or,, Sept. 3, "08.
Editor Times,—
Thers comes a time in every boy's
life as he steps from boyhood to

manhood when the sense of his im-
portance becomes so great that he is
positively silly. 8till, this has to be,
and a8 he grows and finds out that
there are others he settles down and
goon becomes a4 necessary part in the
community in which he lives, Just
g0 with the present method of handl-
ing the ecity business of Marshfleld.
As we are stepping from a very small
backwoods village to a city of some
ifmportance we find that we give
our city officials authority to do
things that when they act they ap-
pear just like the overgrown boy,
only in place of belng silly they ap-
pear absolutely senseless, and it is
a wrong position to place six ns
bright men and a mayor as we have
on our board of aldermen.
The Phone Franchise.

We saw it worked out in the tele-
phone franchise just past, The re-
port shows that these bright fellows
secrot session to talk tele-
phone franchises with the promoter
and at last consented to grant one
in which the only positive condition
was that the rates shounld be ad-
vanced; and also carrying a further
advance that means when the cities
of the Bay are united as they are
bound to be before the improvements
spoken of in the franchise are enryled
out. the telephone rentals will be
doubled, when it is admlitted that at

|
the present rates there {8 money in

it. We see the next night following
this secret session this same Council
take the matter up, put it on its final
passage and all vote for it, thus bind-
ing this section to an Increased ex-
pense to a corporation that has al-
ready had one good franchise that
was fair to both sides and which was
granted by this present council and
of which they did not see fit to avail
themselves, This new corporation
has agreed to reconstruct the present
system, putting in such a system 8s
the council may ask for. Here Is
another chance for this bright body
of men to show their superior knowl-
edge of telephone systems and gives
them an opportunity to take charge
of the reconstruction. What a time
they will have deciding on the plans,
Personally, I think it will come down
to a party line of no more than four
phones and an increased rental. But
it is too late to cry over spilled
milk, unless the people of the town
wish to take the matter up and
stand on their rights given them by
the Initiative and Referendum Act.
Need More Publicity.

1 do not blame the council. They
jook just like a crowd of foolish
boys with the powers that a gilly

town gives them, and it s time for
this town to wake up and see that
it cannot run its affalrs along the
lines mapped out by the early set-
tler who never dreamed that Marsh-
field would ever want any plans car-
rled out that did not have their con-
ception in the heads of one or two
people. Marshfleld must get away
from thig charter. She must insist
that no body of seven men can give
away her rights over night. She
must insist that all publicity be given
all actions of the council hefore final
action is taken by them, Be they
ever 8o bright, no six or seven men
would think of taking as important
a step as this franchise without look-
{ng into it and getting all data if it
was their own private business, and
I very much doubt if any member of
the board ean tell what the usual
charges for telephone rentals are on
this coast, Still, they will vote for
a franchise that advances the present
rates that have been entirely satis-
factory to both the company and to
the town.
Need New Charter.

In writing this letter 1 regret very
much that it may look as if I am
eriticlsing the present members of
the councll, Far from it. They have

my heartfelt sympathy. They are
only earrying out a sllly, hoyigh
charter that we are expecting a man-
nish city to be governed by. Wake
up, Marshfield! Kick that charter so
far that It will never come up even
us & relle Have a
Arown s0 that your business mwien will

e W chartet
pnot be afrald to go on the board for
fear of the false position they are to
bhe placed In,

Be men, not rlnl.lh'—r._l
A CITIZEN.

BREAKWATER

The salls
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e A Want Ad will sell it for yo

} Glance

of quality and animation.

Tailoring.
5 They’re good to look at and good to wear.

The Woolen Mill

J. L. BOWMAN, Prop.

FERMMEME

Portland & Coos Bay S. S. Line
S. S. BREAKWATER

Sails from Portland Wednesday at 8 p. m.
Sails from Coos Bay Saturdays at Service of Tide.

S. S.CZARINA .

SAILING BETWEEN SAN FRANCISCO AND COOS BAY, CAR-
RYING FREIGHT AND COMBUSTIBLES ONLY.

L- w. Shaw| Astu
Phone Main 34 - - = -

 CALIFORNIA AND OREGON COAST STEAMSHIP COMPANY,

Steamer Alliance

B. W. OLSON, Master.

COOS BAY AND PORTLAND

SAILS FROM PORTLAND SATURDAYS, 8 P, M.
SAILS FROM COOS BAY TUESDAYS, AT SERVICE OF TIDE.

F. P. Baumgartner, Agt. H. W. Skinner, Agt,
Couch St. Dock, Portland, Ore. Marshfield, Ore., Phone 441

—THE—

Steamer M. F. Plant

SAILS FROM SAN FRANCISCO, AT 2 P. M. EVERY TUESDAY
AT 38 P. M.

FROM COOS BAY EVERY FRIDAY AT SERVICE OF THE TIDE,

Ko reservation held after the arrival of the ship unless ticket is
bonght.

F. S. DOW, Agent,

MARSHFVIHLD, : ORRGON
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St.eamer Wilheuhﬂm

You'll see the difference between our distinctive suits and the other
There is no “cut and dried” appearance about them-—they’re full

They're the best expression of the season’s best ideas in Men’s

We ask your special attention to our $15, $20 and $25 suits,

We Are Men’s and Boys’ Outfitters

u-u—n-::-l:-w-n-n-a-a-u-u-n-n—a-u-a-u—n-u-nn-o-u-&-u-o—nn—u-u-ﬂ-n-ﬂ-n-u-n-u-n-u-u.

St.ore

Mill .o Man Clothiers
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GEO. ROTNOR, Mgr. :
|

1
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Business Directory

Doctors.

R, A, C. BURROUGHS
Homeopathic Physiclan
Chronle Diseases a Speclalty.
Residence and oflice, corner ‘C' and
Becond Streets, Marshfield.

R. GEORGE W. LESLIE
Osteopathic Physicias

@raduite of Amerigan Sehool of O
Kirksville, Mo. SIORAhY
Ofce Honrs:—9 . m. to 4 p. m, Other Hours by
Appointment, Office in Nasburg Blosk

Phone 1611, Marshfield, Ore

R. GEO. E. DIX

Physician and Surgeon
New Flanagan & Bennetl Bank Blds.

'Phone 1681.
D R.J. W. INGRAM
Physician and Surgeon.
Office 208-200 Coos Bullding
Phones—Office 1621; Residence 785

DR. A, L. HOUSEWORTH
Physician and Surgeon.
Offices second floor of Flanagan &
Bennett Bank Bullding,

Res:dence, two blocks north of
Crystal Theater, Office Pbone
1431. Residence Phone 666,
1S, NETTIE HOVEL
M Midwife
Obstetrical Nursing

Phone 1474

Witk H. W. Kammerer

-

Lawyers.

-

Franels H, Clarke Jacob M. biske
Lawrence A Liljequist

LARKE, BLAKE &
LILJEQVIET,

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
United Btates Commissioner's ‘)fice

Trust Building. Marshfield, Ore.

J. W. RENNETT,

OMes over Flanagan & Bennets

STEAMER FAVORITE

Pwo trips dally between Bandon and
Caguille connecting with all Marshfieid

traine,
Leaves Bandom , . .6:40 am,
Leaves Bandon .., 1:20 p, m,

Ieaves Coquille. . .9:15 a. m. k

Leaves Coquille .. .4:00 p. m.

Captain O. E, Edwards.

Time-Table,

Leaves Allegany, dally at 7 a. m.l
Returning — Leaves Marshfleld 2 ’

b, m., morning reach Bandon at noon, People
l on Cogqullle river can spend over three
For terms of charter, towing,|pd honm lm Marshfield and reach home the é.
same day,
iransportation or freight, apply on | COQUILLE RIVER TRANS.
board.

C. B EDWARDS, Owner.  peafagp3aqpsagaipiseiesasasasaiesd

LUDVIG CRRISTENSEN, Bank
Bails from Coos Bay every Monday for Bandon and Coquille Marshfield, « + =  Oreyon
River Points, at service of tide. Freight only. For full informa-
tion ingulre OKE & COKE,
H. W. m General . Attorneys at Law.
PHONRE 441 MARSHFIRLD, ORE. Marshfield 0
J. £ WALSTROM, Agent. GEO. T. MOULTON, Agest, NI Fopne.
Bandon, Ore. Coquille, Ore, MUSIC
Ty b pPepgEpeyT Y TYT YT YT W Y W Tw R
ot 99 rassenesseeesaeeeses | [0 A A3
ALERT e ot

italian and Germdn Diction.
Studie, Phoje 611,

Travelors leaving Marahileld in the l] 1

PORTATION CO. ’

Volee, Plano, Plpe Organfiarmony ete., from
begle.irg to gradustion JSingers cosched 10
siyle dictlon aund Intergeiation, for opers.
sratorio or coneert work

New 0'Congoell Buifing. Marshileld.

Miscelineous

— W 8. TURPE!
» Afhitect.

Over Red Cfsa Drug Btore
MARSHHELD, ORE,




