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Lut voiraeter and  equlpment of F'””“I”‘H" ‘hombodaliinal
| muanicipalities Is the

he plants investignted s discussed, |
Mo, Malthie summarizes the resalt of
hilg branch of the examinution, say-
pg L appears that one of the com mny be
ny stations Is more modern and . We believe that the remedy
fielont than any one maintained by IIl]vir eonsumers is consistent with | should be applied and the cure ef-
Illu'il‘ fallure to give their consumers I foctod any dee
the facilitfes and attention that are | parture from the ‘;lm-.'rlc:m idea and
[afforded by the compunles, We are|the Ameriean system. We hellave
:nm discuseing questions of candle | that the [rum«-v.'-;:k upon which may
power versns price. It Is no part of ["be built purity of administration and
kings #eem to be as modern as duty to determine whether a|the highest possible good of the clti-
gse belonging to the companies, | company or municipality is wise to|zens is In existence with 18 and that
at not so well located or m'ruugml.l]”w” the i”llhlllllll!lll_'_ vialue of it it s not necensg . In the effort to
bd perhips not quite as ofMclent, 'prnllll'{.-h that It may sell at a lower | eure the ills from which the body
Genernl Comment by M. Malthic. | price, . J‘|u-Ii|iv muy be suffering, to destroy
In concluding his review of the re- Financinl, ‘Ih?tl’ body. We submit that, living In
orts of the experts, Mr, Maltbie Considering the genceral gas Sl"l"['l land where peace and prosperity
Iy vice, from a finandial standpoint and | Are the common lot, we must be very
“Tlie municipal | With a view also to the charaeter of | cautious of change. This does not
etivity tried to | the serviee glven and mean that where abuses are found to

the pirl

; more remarka- | Commission and of the
e “_’ . w q &% era ] LT, 1 .
ien we conslder the relatively [gubordinate to it, we still believe that
small additionnl cost of an added D
|eandle power, Thelr fallure to make | politie that
[the best reasonably pousible gas for | cured
! } .
without

¥ il munlelpality; but It Is also truc WHNECOSSATY

hat two of the companies are moro
ackwnrd and have o more antigunt-
i equipment than any municipalily,
fpon the whole, the municipal nnder-

| our

opponents of

have freguently the mainten-

pare the British voter and to preju- |20ce of plants, Mr. Edgar and Mr, [exist they should not be promptly
fce him against the operation of | ©lark declare in favor of the private | and mercilessly eradicated, but it
ublic utilities by local authorities | Companies. They find that appar- | does mean that changes in system

v citing the large fncrease in total | ®P1y the citizens of municipalities | should be undertaken only after con-
idebtodness within the last  fifty |oPerating gas plants are not serious- | clusive proof that such changes will
iy, us l'”llll’ll['l'[l with the d"cl'(‘-ﬂ..‘il'lly concerned with the operation: do | result in ])L‘l“.'rhig the condition of
f the national debt. They have MOt regard the operntion of the gas | the individual. We had better bear
bintod out that the loenl debt has | plant as a matter of general Interest, | the relatively few ills we have than
hore than trebled In the twenty-flye | #nd do not take that interest in it |subject ourselves to unknown condi-
tions that may bring In their traln
greater ills of which we do not know,

“Our Investigation has determined
with certainty many heretofore moot-
ed gquestions. It indicates the proba-
bly correct answers to other mooted
questions. Where the facts are clear
and the conclusions evident our task
has been to summarize and indicate.

pars from 18756 to 1900, and that Which Is advanced as one of the argu-
e amount of local debt per £100 of |ments’in favor of municipal owner-
wable value of property has doubled | ®hIp und operation.  The lack of in-

the same period, while the nation- | €rést In municipal plants indlcates
debl has decreased almost 18 per |0 general indifference on the part of
nt. the public to a condition that they

“Over 40 per cent of the local|tolerate becanse they know not how

bt is for water, gas and electricity | f0 remedy.

continne

orks, tramways, harbor improve- “On a superficial view,”
ents, wharves, cemeteries, baths, |the reviewers, “the fact that munici- | Where there is remaining uncertain-
orkingmen's dwellings, ete, In|bal undertakings contribute some of | ¥ 43 to facts, and conclusions are

not evident, we have made an effort
to determine the probabilities. . This
has resulted In arguments based on
such facts as our inevstigators have
recorded, and on our own experfence
ag operators and observers.

“We believe no intelligent reader

ery one of these cases the debt §s!their earnings to the ecity treasury,
siprosented by physical assets. Be-|and thus aid In reducing the tax rate,
des, there are parks, street Im-|seems ah advantage gained by that
ovements, schoolhouses, almshous- method of operation. Leaving aslde
, bridges and many other Invest-|the question of Injustice involved by
ents which are now being used for |a system of relieving the taxpayer at

of | und intent of the membership of the
Commitiee

there are flls in the American bhody
remedied or

il

gl

e¢sent cltizens are belng benefited.
hat does the national debt repre-
nt? To =a ecertain extent public
rka of present use and value, but
Incipally war expenditures to guar-
tén success In case of war.
“I"urther, debt for productive un-
rtakings, sueh as gas works, elec-
feity supply and tramways, has a
ite different character from debt
r schools, parks, prisons, ete. The
tter do not produce a fnanclal re-
rn, however necessary and valua-
¢ they may be. They may be even
ore important than electricity
orks, but the mere fact that they
e not self-supporting places them
a distinet class. The debt Is a
irden upon the taxpayer, for he
ust pay the Interest thereon as well
b the cost of maintenance, But in
e case of the three public utilities
re consldered, it has been thor-
ghly demonstrated that the inter-
bt and fixed charges are pald by
hers or consumers and that in no In-
lance has the taxpayer been called
pon to make up any deficlency, ex-
bpt possibly temporarily, and then
b has been repald at a later time,
“Fut this I1s not all, It has been
finitely shown not only that the
bt is mot a burden upon the tax-
yer, but that the taxpayer gets a
ancial benefit from municipal oper-
ion, and therefore from the very
bt which 1s claimed to be a burden
son him. It Is not evidence, but it
suggestive, that the local rates
X “rates) were lower for every
oup of towns when there was muni-
pal operatlion of gas, electricity,
trams than where companies were
arating,
British Gas Service.

Mr. BEdgar and Mr. Clark opén
heir comments on the British gas
twatlon by pointing out that the pri-
rm companles supply gas at a low-

prices than do the municipalities,
hus, the relatively small cltles of
ewcastle and Sheflleld get cheaper
is from private companies than do
e larger cities of Manchester, Blrm-
gham or Glasgow. The dlfference
cost per ton of coal does not ex-
laln this difference In the selling
flce of gas, according to the review-
rs, who find that the greater ef-
clency in management and In ener-
¥ In selllng the by-prodiicts has
uch to do with the lower prices,
he service given the consumer by
e private companies is declared to
¢ superior to that given by the
ities, although it is pointed out that
i Investization of the candle power
[ the light sugplfed was lugomplete
1 the munioipal plants beeause of
be declination of the authorities to
permit the experis to make full ex-
ination,

iblfc purposes and by which the|the expense of the gas consumer, let

ns examine, in the municipal plants
investigated, what would have been
the effect If the companies' prices
had prevailed.

“Glasgow cannot enter into this
comparison, because that city has
been, for many years, prohiblted by
Act of Porlinment from applying any
of the profits from its gas undertak-
ing to the common good. London is
omitted because of its widely differ-
ent conditions.

“In the year covered by this In-
vestigation, if, in the city of Birming-
ham, the Newcastle price of gas had
prevalled, the consumerg would have
been £262,600 better off; if the Shef-
fleld price had prevalled, the Birm-
ingham gas consumers ®ould have
saved £350,900, The amount paid
by the Birmingham gas undertaking
into the common good was £69,513.
8o It seems that this city Is playing a
losing game with its municipal plant;
it s muleting its gas consumers from
£250,000 to £350,000 a year in order
that it may help out the municipal
treasury with a paltry £70,000,

“In the case of the Manchester, if
the Newcastle price had prevalled,
the gas consumers would have saved
£47,5600; at Shefiield's price they
would have saved £111,300. The
amount contributed to the ecity treas-
ury by the gas business was £60,000,
“In the case of Lelcester, at New-
have saved £62,200, while if Shef-
fleld’s price had obtained they would
have saved £80,600, The amount
contrlbuted by the gas business (o
the common good was £43,466,

Electric Lighting,

The examination of the electrie
lighting systems of Great Britain,
both munieipal and private, shows,
accordipg to Mr. Edgar and Mr,
Clark, that municipalities in Eng-
land, thongh sald to be much better
governed than are those In the Unit-
ed Btates, are by no means as well
adapted for commereial operation of
an electrie lighting plant as ere pri-
vate companies controlled by men of
avernge honesty and abllity whose
training and initiative are given fully
geope. "It appears,” they add, “that
so far as the prices charged are con-
cerned the system of munieipal own-
ership and operation of eleetric un-
dertnkings In England has given its
advocates no reason for [feeling
ashamed or elated, but that so far us
extending the benefita of electrie
light and power and so far as pro-
gressiveness {n developing the indus-
try 8o as to glve the best possible
gervice are coneerned, It has shown
{tgelt to he entirely outclassed by the
system of private operation.”
Genernl Comment by Mr, Bdgar and

Mr, Clark.
Messrs. Edgar and Clark in closing

of the voluminous record of the Com-
mission's work will fall to conclude
that it elearly proves municipal own-
ership to be productive of many and
gerfous illg, with little or no compen-
sating good,

“The writers: of these chapters,
agreelng we believe with the other
members of the Committee of Twen-
ty-one, that public service companies
ghould reasonably be regulated and
afforded the protection that comes
with regulation, and appreclating
that the committee was not appoint-
ed or constituted to consider methods
of regulation, nevertheless desire to
record their opinion, that some form
of regulation of private companies
should be adopted In eaech of the
United States. What that form
should be this Commission I8 not
prepared, by any investigation or any
study it has made, to suggest.
“Finally, we who stand s oppo-
gition to municipal ownership, speak-
ing, we believe, for all individuallsts,
arralgn the arrogance of many of its
advoecates in assuming that they ex-
clusively occupy the field of reform
in deallng with the problems con-
gerned, and that they are the sole
promoters of measures of economiec
fmprovement In munieipal affairs,
We assert that the opponents of
munieipal ownership and operation,
firm and consistent supporters of
justice, are the class seeking the pub-
He welfare Intelligently and in ac-
cordance with American prineiples.
On this point we do not yleld
ot any body of men. We seek,
as a first principle, to insure to every
man his own, In doing so, and in
endeavoring to pratect the publie
against oppression and error, we find
it onr duty to demonstrate the errors
in the schemes of munlicipalizers und
Socialiste and to warn against the op-
pression that they threaten, We are
resisting efforts to put burdens on the
backs of the American people. We
cannot and will not remain sllent
while the attempt is made to thrust
costly and impracticable projects up-
on customers of the publie service
corporations and upon the public at
large. We know the truth will out.
We are confident that uliimately the
American people must appreciate at
their value the unsoundness of the
arguments of the municipal soelal-
We shall aid In hastening the

ists,
duy when our fellow citizens will
know through discussion what the

publie of London have been taught
by bitter experience. London has
awakened to the perils of municipal-
jzation, as ls evidenced by its verdict
in the recent borongh and county
elections. In that great city the
municipalizers have led their fellow
citizens astray, and their dupes, find-
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of Justice; municipalizers advocate
experimenting, at enormons
with public funds, with the principles
of liberty and with the institations of
our country. In this we stoutly re-
fuse to take part. We are conserva-
tives in belleving that it i8 better to
adhere to old and tried methods
based on our accepted national prin-
clples; but radicals In the determina-
tion Lo discover and to sternly rebuke
and reclify any Injustice which may

COsL,

huve been developed by the present
system. As It has always been the
function and duty of government to
insure that individuals shall deil
justly with thelr fellows, it is now
the function and duty of government
o protect the governed against In-
justice on the part of these associn-
tions of individuals working under
the name of public service corpora-
tlons. Any government that is too
feable or corrupt to control with jus-
tice the conduct of a public service
corporgtion, has little prospect of be-
Ing able itself to supply such publie
service with efliclency and Justice.
Our duty Is to elect to office men who
have the Intelligence and integrity to
govern efflclently, honestly and just-
ly; men who ecan and will curb the
unjnst aggressiveness of the individ-
ual, or of the voluntary assoclation
of individuals, and who ecan and will
compel each to bear itz share of the
burdens of government, and give In
price, service and otherwise a proper
consideration for special privileges
enjoved, Our nation is what she Is
industrially and commercially and in
world politics because of the Amerl-
can character, developed by the most
absolute individualism, and because
of the American corporation, devel-
oped under a government that gov-
erned but did not trade. Our duty
is to conserve the human agencies
that have made our country what it

that has given greater satisfaction than the
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Earnest Gabler & Bro. Piano

Never in the history of the piano business has there been a piano

tate will there be a piano that will
ne and become so firmly intrenched in

Logic is sound common sense

Seund common sense is

Good business judgement

Good business judgement is the

Purchase of a reliable piano,

Established 1854,

We are sole representatives for the EARNEST GABLER & BROTHER PIANOS,

W. R. HAINES MUSIC COMPANY

C Street, three doors west of Front.
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